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The  PREFACE. 


THE  candid  reader,  who  (hall  be  pleafed  to? 
perufe  the  following  effay,  is  deftred  to  take  no¬ 
tice,  that  as  the  difcourfe  itfelf  is  not  of  the 
argumentative  kind,  it  is  taken  for  granted,  as 
a  preliminary,  maxim,  That  the  grand  doctrines 
of  Chriftianity  concerning  the  mediation  of 
Chrift,  and  the  ineftimable  bleflings  of  his  pur- 
chafe,  were  typically  manifefted  to  the  church, 
by  a  variety  of  ceremonies,  perfons,  and  events, 
under,  the  Old  Teftament  difpenfation.  It  is 
true,  there  are  fome  who  affedt  to  call  this- 
truth  in  queftion,  and  yet  pretend  to  be  the 
friends  of  a  divine  revelation  ;,  but.  with  what 
fincerity,  it  is  not  difficult  to  perceive.  To 
fuppofe  that  the  gofpel  is  a  new  invention,  and 
hatched  in  the  age  of  the  apoftles,,or  that  the 
religion  of  Jews  and.  Chriflians  are  entirely  dif¬ 
ferent,  is  fignally  injurious  to  them  both  :  for 
as  a  living  creature,  when  cut  in  two,  will  feem 
at  fir  ft  to  preferve  fome  faint  remains  of  life  in 
both  its  parts,  but  in  a  fhort  time  will  totally 
expire  ;  fo  if  the  fyftem  of  the  true  religion  be 
cut  afunder,  and  the  faith  of  Jews  be  wholly 
fevered  and  detached  from  the  faith  of  Chrif— 
tians,  inftead  of  having  one  religion  of  Jews, 
and  another  of  Chriflians,  we  fhall  in  reality 
have  no  true,  religion  at  all  furviving.  But  we 
do  not  propofe  fo  much  as  to  enter  on  any  dif- 
pute  on  this  head,  as  the  following  treatife  was 
not  intended  by  the  author,  either  for  the  con¬ 
viction  of  Infidels*  or  for  the  confutation  of  falfd 


opinions,  but  for  the  edification  of  them  w he 
have  obtained  precious  faith.  Such  perions 
it  will  not  be  difficult  to  perfuade,  that  the  law 
exhibited  the  fhadows  of  good  things  to  come3 
but  the  body  is  of  Chrift.* 

To  exhibit  a  compendious  view  of  the  perfons, 
events,  ordinances,  and  things,  that  the  author 
apprehended  were  figurative  of  the  perfon  and* 
mediation  of  the  Son  of  God,  is  the  defign  of  the 
following  fheets.  For  though  there  are  fome 
books  on  this  fubje£fc  already  publifhed  in  our 
language,  it  muff  be  owned,  they  are  far  from 
being  judicioufly  executed.  The  loofenefs,  of 
their  method,  and  inaccuracy  of  their  ftvle,  are 
perhaps  the  true  reafons  why  they  are  fo  much 
neglected,  and  fo  little  known.  For  it  might 
be  thought,  the  theme  they  treat  of,  if  properly 
handled,  would  recommend  itfelf  to  a  more  uni- 
verfal  perufal,  than  fuch  writings  have  hither-* 
to  obtained. 

It  cannot  be  refufed,  that  the  doctrinal  fyflerrp 
the  author  has  chofen  to  follow  in  this  fmall 
work, though  once  reputed  orthodox  in  theProt- 
eftant  Churches,  is  now  fallen  into  great  c6n- 
tempt  with  many,  who  fuftain  themfelves  the  on¬ 
ly  judges  of  fentiment  and  compofition.  But 
ihould  this  little  treatife  be  accepted  with  the 
faints,  (if  wits  will  pardon  the  expreffion,)  the 

*  For  the  difplay  anjl  confirmation  of  this  argiynent, 
that  the  gofpel  was  emblematically  preached,  and  Chrift 
in  a  figure  exhibited  in  thefe  uiages  pradtifed  by  the 
ancient  jews,  I  do,  with  great  pleafure,  refer  to  that  ad¬ 
mirable  and  well-ki\QW«  book,  entitled  Thexqn  and  *  ~ 
PASiOj  Dialog.  3,. 
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eenfures  of  others  need  not  excite  either  anxiety 
or  furprife.  For  fo  long  as  the  devil  is  differed 
to  deceive  the  nations,  and  fo  long  as  the  heart  ■ 
is  unconvinced  of  fin*  we  may  allure  ourfelves, 
the  doctrines  of  complete  j  unification  and  ever- 
lading  acceptance  with  God,  in  the  righteouf- 
nefs  of  Immanuel,  freely  imputed  to  wretched 
Tinners  ;  and  of  fanclification  of  heart  and  new- 
nefs  of  life,  through  the  power  of  the  bleffed 
Spirit,  giving  ' teflimony  to  the- word  of  his 
grace,  vwill  meet  with  oppofitipn.' • 

Some  have  conceived  an  invincible  averfion  to 
all  allegoriesof  every  kind,  on  account  of  the  ri¬ 
diculous  and  didorted  fancies,  the  falfe  and  mif- 
fhapen  globes  of  fcripture,  of  which,  it  mud  be 
confeffed,  the  humour  of  allegorizing;  not  prop¬ 
erly  redrained,  has  been  exceedingly  fertile.  To 
hunt  for  allegories  every  where,  and  to  labour  at 
giving  a  mydical  turn,  to  thofe  paffages  of  holy 
writ  that  are  the  mod  plain  and  lfteral,  indicates 
a  vitiated  tade,  that  naufeates  wholefome  food.- 
Many  of  the  ancient  fathers  have  been  guilty  of 
this  fault  \  and  efpecially  Origen,  a  ■  man  of  an 
extraordinary  genius,  has  been  not  unjudly  * . 
blamed  on  this  account.  Yea,  fome  men  have 
carried  the  humour  of  allegorizing  to  fueh'ad 
exorbitant'  pitch,  as  to  rummage  the  Heathen 
mythology  itfelf  for  the  facred  truths  of  religion, 
and  allegorize  even  that  mod  empty  book,  the 
Metamorphofes  of  Ovid.  But  though  fome 
have  tranfgreffed  all  bounds  of  fobriety  in  their 
mydic  interpretations,  we  mud  not  immediate¬ 
ly  difcard  all  figurative  fenfes  of  the  fcripture;. 


nor  even  cenfure  a  difereet  inveftigation  of  therm 
For  at  this  rate  we  behoved  not  only  to  con¬ 
demn  the  infallible  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles,  but 
alio  Jelus  Thrift  himfelf,  who  compares  himfelf 
to  the  manna,  to  the  brazen  ferpent,  and  to 
Jonah  in  the  belly  of  the  fffh. 

In  order  to  fettle  the  proper  limits  of  allegor¬ 
ical  interpretation,  two  things  muff  be  obferved? 
whicii  our  author,  in  the  courle  of  this  work*, 
appears  to  have  ftedfaflly  kept  in  his  eye.  Firf, 
lo  make  a  proper  divine  allegory,  type,  or  fig¬ 
ure,  it  is  neceflarily  required,  that  there  be  a? 
refemblance  lefs  or  more,  betwixt  the  literal 
hi  ft  or  y,  perfon,  or  thing,  and  the  fpiritual  doc¬ 
trine,  truth,  or  my  fiery,  which  is  fuppofed  to 
be  rep'refented.  Secondly,  There  muff  be  fome 
good  reaion  to  think  that  this  refemblance  is  not 
merely  cafual,  or  the  child  of  fancy,  but  actual¬ 
ly  intended  by  the  Holy  Ghoft.  And  where 
even  both  thefe  requisites  are  found,  the  utmoft 
care  fhould  be  taken  not  to  ftrain  the  type  or 
^allegory  beyond  the  bounds  of  a  juft  and  reafon- 
able  comparifon,  left,  inftead  of  following  the 
clue,  we  ftretch  the  thread  till  it  breaks'* 

In  this  age  of  difputes,  it  muft  doubtlefs  be 
a  conliderable  recom mejid atio n  of  a  perform¬ 
ance,  when  the  reader  is  informed,  that  while 
the  author  difeovers  the  nio ft  zealous  attachment 


to  the  caufe  of  truth,  and  appears  a  devoted 
champion  of  the  evangelical  doctrines,  he  is  care¬ 
ful  not  to  lay  a  difproportionaie  ftrefs  upon  an  j 
thing  by  which  one  Chriitian  may  be  diitinguiih- 
td  from  another.  Frofefhng  Chriflians  2greed 
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m  many,  things,  agreed  in  laying  Jefus  Chrift 
the  one  and  only  foundation  of  preient  holinefs 
and  future  happinefs,  are  hot  here  taught  or 
flirred  up  to  bite  and  devour  one  another.  No 
©il  is  here  adminiftered  to  increafe  the  flame? 
or  keep  awake  the  conflagration  of  animofity 
and  difpute,  which  have  fo  longrand  fo  fadly  dif » 
turbed  the  peace,  and  hindered  the  union  of  the 
profefled  friends  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus  5 « 
nor  are  any  problematical  queftions  here  deter- 
mined  with  authoritative  airs,  that  may  be  a 
new  bone  of  contention  in  the  church.  Thefe 
are  employments*  whoever  are  engaged  in  them5 , 
and  whatever  be  their  motives  and  pretences*, 
our  author  was  far  from  approving. 

The  concifenefs,  the  propriety,  the  energy,  . 
with  which  the  fever al  important  and  interell- 
mg  fubje£ts  here  taken  into  confideration  are" 
treated,  will,  I  perfuade  mylelf,  both  entertain 
and  edify  the  intelligent  reader,  delight  his 
tafte  \  wdtile  his  judgment  is  informed,  his 
heart  improved*  and  his  practice  directed. 

In  order  to  remove  thefe  fufpicions  which 
often  arife  concerning  the  authenticity  of  pqft«- 
humous  works,  I  think  it  incumbent  on  me  to 
acquaint  the  public,,  thad  the  following  fheets 
contain  the  fubftance  of  what  the  author  origi¬ 
nally  compofed  and  delivered  from  the  pulpit 
in  the  form  of  fermons.  To  contra  (ft  the  force 
and  fpirit  of  a  fubjeft  into  a  fmall  compafs,  and' 
exhibit  it  to  the  mind.  in.  one  clear  and  eafy> 
view,  was  a  branch  of  ftudy  he  was  remarka¬ 
bly  fond  of  cultivating.  Therefore^  though 
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liis  diligence  and  accuracy  in  preparing  forhisr 
public  appearances  were  lingular  and  uncom-s 
mon,  he  frequently  employed  his  leifure  mo* 
ments  in  digeftinfc  his  fermons  after  - they  had 
been  preached,  mo  the  form  of  little  eflays. 
This  method  he  purfued  with  particular  appli- 
cation  and  afllduity,  with  regard  to  the  whole 
of  thefe  difcourfes  he  made  on  the  types,  fig-,- 
ures,  and  allegories  of  the  Old  Teftament. 

His  defign  on  thefe  heads  being  executed  m- 
the  form  and  drefs  in  which  they  now  appear, . 
he  began  to  'entertain  ferious thoughts  of  of- 
fering  them  to  the  public.  -  This  engaged  him 
to  review'- and  examine  the  whole  with  a  critical 
attention,  and  to  make  fuch  alterations  and  im¬ 
provements  as  appeared  necdfary  in  the  view 
of  gratifying  a  ’  further  aim'  at  public  fervice,^ 
Thus  prepared  and  corrected,  he  was  pleafed, 
amidft  the  familiarities  of  our  long  and  intimate’ 
friendfhip,  to  indulge  me  with  the  perufal  of 
the  manufcript.  I  read  it  with  eagernefs  ancT 
delight*  Such  inftruifhive,  animating,  and  evan¬ 
gelical  compofitions,  feemed  to  me  finely  calcu-  - 
lated,  under  a  divine  bkffing,  to  be  productive' 
of  confiderable  good.  I  could  not  therefore 
forbear  urging  upon  the  author  an  immediate 
publication  of  fo  excellent  a  work.  After -far**' 

*  In  December,  1758,  Mr.  M‘Ewen  publdh’ed  an  ordr* 
nation  fcrmon,  entitled  “The  great  matter  and  end  of  gofpel 
preaching,”  from  1  Cor.  iv.  5.  A  general  fatisfa&ion  was 
exprefied  by  all  who  were  prefent  at  the  delivery  of  this  fer- 
naon.  And  it  has  been  much  efteeraed  by  many  who 
Have  read  it,  not  only  on  account  of  the  evangelical  drain- 
of  doArine  - that  runs  through  it,  but  alfo  of  the  clear  3  irg 
'  veus,  and  pathetic  manner  of  kti  addrefs. 
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ther  confidcration,  and  frefh  applications  to  a 
throne  of  grace,  for  that  wifdom  which  is  prof¬ 
itable  to  direa,  he  became  refolved. 

In  a  fhort  time,  coming  to  Edinburgh  on 
another  account,  he  fettled  every  thing  with  the 
gentlemen  who  are  now  the  publifhers,  relative 
to  the  printing  of  it.  The  manufcript  he  left 
in  my  hands,  except  a  few  fheets  that  he  pro- 
pofed  to  carry  home  with  him,  and  take  under 
a  repeated  perufal.  At  Leith,  on  his  way  home* 
he  was  fud'denly  taken  ill.  His  diforder  foon. 
iffued  in  a  moil  violent  fever,  which  put  an  end 
to  his  life  and  labours,,  in  the  twenty-eighth  year 
of  his  age,  and  the  feventh  of  his  minifiry. 

He  was  truly  a  moll  accomplilhed  and  amia¬ 
ble  perfon,  and  if  the  Lord  had  been  pleafed  to 
fpare  him,  it  is  very  likely  he  would  h^ve  foon 
rifen  high  in  the  public  efteem,  on  account  of 
his  growing  worth  and  abilities.  But  as  my 
prefent  bufinefe  is  only  to  fatisfy  the  public 
with  regard  to  the  progrefs  the  author  himfelf 
had  made  towards  the  publication  of  this  work 
before  his  death,  in  order  to  afeertain  the  au¬ 
thenticity  of  it,  and  not  to  write  an  account  of 
his  life,  or  delineate  his  character,  I  muft  beg 
leave  to  refer  the  reader  to  that  defeription  giv¬ 
en  of  him  in  a  fhort  paragraph,  which  appeared 
in  the  Edinburgh  newfpapers  immediately  after 
his  death,,  and  which  may  be  feen  at  the  bottom 
of  the  page.* 

*  At  Leith,  died  of  a/udden  illnefs,  January  13th,  1762, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  William  M'JLwen,  minifttr  of  the  gofpel  a&, 
A  good  genius,  a  clear  head,  a  lively  hmey** 
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publication  hath  been  delayed  fo  long  after 
his  death,  that  it  may  perhaps  feem  neceflary  to 
make  Tome  apology  for  that  delay.  But  it  would 
be  tedious  to  enumerate  a  variety  of.  circum- 
fiances  which  have  concurred  to  occafion  it. 

I  conclude,  with  alluring  the  public,  that  no 
one  fentiment  of  the  Author,  throughout  the> 
whole  performance,  has  been,  either  changed; 
or  fuppreffed: 

May  the  God  of  all  grace  fellow  the  piece 
with  his  fpecial  blelling,  give  it  an extend ve 
fpread,  and  make  it  fubfervient  to  the  glorious- 
caufe  of  evangelical  truth*  real .  holinefs,  and. 
Chriflian  charity., 

JOHN  PATISQN,. 

Edik.  Sept.  26 f  1 763,’. 

cultivated  by  a.  liberal  edticationy  imj>r<)ved  by  clofe  ftudyf 
and  enlarged  by  an  early  acquaintance  with  real  and  vital 
religion,  laid  the  foundation  of  that  amiable,  important,  and 
ttfeful  character  he  maintained  throughout  the  whole  courfe 
of  his  miniftry.  Courteous  and  condefcending,  meek  and 
humble  in  his  own  eyes ;  far  from  affe&ing  human  ap- 
plaufe,  he  aimed  at  an  object  infinitely  more  noble,  the 
honour  that  comerh  from- God  alone,  which  made  him. 
both  faithful  and  diligent  in  his  holy  vocation.,  Concife- 
nefs  of  method,  and  perfpicuity  of  ftyle,  added  to  folidity 
of  judgment,  rendered  his  preaching  equally  inflru&ive  to 
the  wife,  and  intelligible  to  the  ignorant.  Warm  with 
zeal  for-  God,  and  compaflion .  for  men,  his  conftant  enr 
deavour  was,  to  difplay  the  amiable  excellencies  of  the 
incarnate  Creator  to  the  needy  fouls  of  perifhing  fmners. 
Not  negle&ing  in  his  own  condu<5t  what  he  recommended 
to  the  practice  of  others,  his  life  was  a  fair  and  beautif'd 
tranfcript  of  his  dodtrine.  Cut  down  in  the  prime  of  life* 
and  public  ufefuinefs,  his  death  js  univerfally  lamented, 
as  a  ievere  and  afhi&ing  lofs  to  his  friends, . his  congrega**- 
and  the  church  of  Cod, 


BOOK  I.  Typical  Perfonsf 

I.  Christ  and  Adam  compared, 

II.  The  Hiftory  of  Noah,  -  - 

III.  The  Hiftory  of  Melchizedec, 

IV.  The  Hiftory  of  Ifaac,  - 

V.  The  Hiftory  of  Jacob, 

VI.  The  Hiftory  of  Jofeph, 

VII.  The  Hiftory  of  Mofes,  - 

VIII.  The  Ordinances  of  the  Priefthood, 

IX.  The  Hiftory  of  Jofhua,  * 

X.  The  Hiftory  of  Sampfon,  -  - 

XI.  The  Hiftory  of  David,  -  -  * 

XII.  The  Hiftory  of  Solomon,  -  * 

XIII.  The  Hiftory  of  Jonah,  --  -  - 


at 

*7 

3* 

4* 

5® 

'5* 

64 

73 

8® 

87 

93 

io« 


B  O  O  K  II.  Typical  Things. 

■I.  The  Vifion  of  Jacob’s  Ladder,  - 
ill.  The  Vifion' of  the  Burning  Bulh, 

III.  The  Pillar  of  Cloud  and  Fire, 

IV.  The  Manna  in  the  Wildernefs, 

V.  The  Rock  in  the  Wildernefs,  - 

Vi.  The  Brazen  Serpent,  - 

VII.  Thoughts  on  the  Vail  of  Mofes, 

VIII.  Of  Sacrifices,  «• 

IX.  The  Ordinance  of  the  Paffover, 

X.  The  Ordinance  of  the  Scape-Goat, 

XI.  The  Ordinance  of  the  Red  Heifer, 

XII.  The  Ordinance  of  the  Year  of  Jubilee, 

XIII.  The  Law  of  the  Leper,  -  -  ^ 

XIV.  The  Law  of  the  Near  Kinftnan, 

XV.  The  Holy  Nation  of  Ifrael*  - 

XVI.  The  Vi&ory  over  the  Nations  of  Canaan, 
XVI U  The  Allegory  of  Jiagar  and  Sarah,  * 


I'loy 

Il£ 

11S 
12  S 
I3& 
'140 

147 
■154 
166 
171 
178 
186 
19 % 
204 
209 

213 

aiS 


1 &  O  N  7  E  N  T  S' 


SfJl 


BOOK  III.  Typical  Places. 


Patf 
a  i6 


I.  ’’f’he  Law  of  the  Cities  of  Refuge,  *■ 

II.  The  'Tabernacle  in  the  Wildernefs,  -  -  232 

■ill.  The  Temple  of  Solomon,  -  .  „  24 2 

1.  The  Ordinance  of  the  Ark  and  Mercy-Seat,  246 

2.  The  Ordinance  of  the  Golden  Table,  252 

3.  The  Ordinance  of  the  Golden  Candleftick,  256 

4.  The  Ordinance  of  the  Golden  Altar,  259 

5.  The  Ordinance  of  the  Brazen  Altar,  263 

6.  The  Ordinance  of  the  Brazen  Laver,  267 

7.  The  Ordinance  of  the  Anointing  Oil,  270 

•IV.  The  Land  of  Canaan,  -  -  -  273 

'Vi  The  Holy  City  of  Jerufalem,  and  the  Holy  Hill 

of  Zion,  ------  277 

1.  The  Feaft  of  Tabernacles,  -  -  28  r 

2.  The  Fall  of  Anniverfary  Atonement,  28 8 

3.  The  Feaft  of  Firft  Fruits,  arid  of  Pentecoft,  294 

4.  The  Feaft  of  the  New  Moons,  -  -  30® 

5.  The  Metaphorical  Priefthood  of  all  Chrif- 


iizns. 


303 


GRACE  AND  TRUTH. 

BOOK  THE  FIRST. 

"v ' A  ■  ■  A  1  ,  \  A  )  ■  .  ’  ■  ;  ... 

T ypical  Pcrfons. 

t  #  » 

L  Christ  and  Adam  compared. 

T- 

HE  Almighty  Creator  had  now  iinifhed  the  uni- 
verfal  frame  of  nature.  He  faw  the  heavens  fhining 
in  all  their  glory  ;  he  beheld  the  earth  fmiling  in  all 
her  beauty  :  the  fea  was  flocked  with  fifli  ;  the  air 
with  fowls  ;  the  field  with  beads.  But  ffill  the 
mafler-piece  of  this  inferior  world  was  wanting,  & 
creature  endued  with  reafon  ;  of  upright  flature  ;  and 
qualified  at  once  to  rule  over  the  red  of  the  creation, 
and  correfpond  with  his  Creator.  u  And  the  Lord 
God  formed  man  of  the  dud  of  the  ground,  and  breath¬ 
ed  into  his  nodrils  the  breath  of  life,  and  he  became  a 
living  foul.,,a  Thus  far  we  are  told  by  the  He¬ 
brew  lawgiver.  And  we  are  further  informed  by 
the  great  apodle  of  the  Gentiles,  that  this  fird  man, 
whofe  name  was  Adam,  was  the  type  or  figure  of 
“  him  that  was  to  come.”1’  For  aught  we  know, 
it  might  not  fo  much  as  enter  into  the  heart  of  Adam 
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to  conceive  of  this  divine  mydery  ;  and  Mofes  him- 
feit,  the  infpired  penman  of  that  truly  ancient  and 
authentic  hidory,  might  not  perhaps  advert  to  it. 
But  fince^  God  hath  revealed  it  to  us  by  his  Spirit, 
let  us  attend  where  the  refemfelance  lies,  of  the  fird 
to  the  fecond  Adam  ;  which  we  (hall  obvioufly  find, 
whether  we  view  him  as  the  fird  man,  the  fird  father, 
the  fird  lord,  the  fird  hufband,  or  the  fir'd  covenant- 
head.  And  let  us  learn  to  contemplate  the  glory  of 
that  illudrious  Perfon,  who  was  fo  early  typified  ; 
while  we  admire  the  depth  of  God’s  foreknowledge, 
in  ordering  matters  fo,  that  the  hidory  of  the  fird 
man,  who  was  of  the  earth,  and  earthly,  was  a  proph¬ 
ecy  of,. the  fecond  man,  who  is  the  Lord  from 
heaven. 

To  begin  with  the  creation  of  our  general  ancedor. 
Adam  was  the  fird  man  in  the  world  of  nature,  who 
being  formed  out  of  the  dud  of  the  ground,  by  the 
immediate  hand  of  his  Creator,  was  without  father 
and  without  mother,  and,  in  a  fenfe  peculiar  to  him- 
felf,  is  called  the  Jon  of  God.*  He  wras  alfo  a  crea¬ 
ture  perfectly  new,  to  whom  there  was  nothing  like, 
and  nothing  equal,  among  all  the  vifible  works  of 
God  ;  for  his  perfon,  confiding  of  a  vifible  body, 
and  an  invifible  foul,  was  made  after  the  image,  and 
in  the  likenefs  of  God,  which  chiefly  confid  in 
knowledge,  righteoufnels,  and  holinefs.  Now,  furely 
it  is  not  difficult  to  perceive,  that  all  thefe  characters 
exactly  agree  to  the  fecond  man,  who  is  the  fird-born 
among  many  brethren  in  the  world  of  grace, — -with¬ 
out  father  as  man,-—' without  mother  as  God.  His 
body  was  formed  (not  indeed  of  the  dud  of  the 

ground, 


a  Luke  iii.  alt. 


*5 


Book  I.]  Chrifi  and  Adam  compared. 

around,  but  in  a  manner  equally  unexampled  and 
miraculous)  of  the  virgin’s  fubftance,  by  the  immedi¬ 
ate  power  of  God  ;  and  fo  foon  as  a  reafonable  foul 
was  united  to  it,  in  the  womb  of  the  virgin,  both 
were,  that  very  moment,  aflumed  into,  the  divine 
perfon  of  the  Son  ;  wherefore,  in  all  propriety,  that 
holy  Thing  which  was  born  of  her,  was  called  the 
Son  of  God  ;a  or,  to  ufe  the  ex  predion  of  an  Old 
Te {lament  prophet,  was  u  a  new  Thing  created  in 
the  earth. ,,b  In  the  man  Chrift  Jefus  is  found  more 
of  the  divine  likenefs  than  all  the  faints,  than  all  the 
holy  angels  can  dare  to  boaft.  “  For  which  of 
them  have  been  called  at  any  time,  the  brightnefs  of 
the  Father’s  glory,  and  the  exprefs  image  of  his  per¬ 
son  ?  onto  which  of  them  has  he  faici,  Ihou  art  my 
Son,  this  day  have  J  begotten  thee  ?”*  Adam,  in¬ 
deed,  might  referable  his  Creator,  as  the  image  on  the 
coin  refembles  the  king  upon  the  tjirone  ;  but  Jefus 
Ohrid  refembles  God,  as  the  prince  and  heir  to  the 
crown  refembles  his  royal  father,  being  not  only  like 
him,  but  of  the  fame  nature  and  fubdanoe  with  him. 
And  though  in  fhadowing  forth  the  conflitiition  of 
Immanuel’s  perfon,  all  fimilitudes  mud  be  infinitely 
defedtive,  yet  the  union  of  Adam’s  foul  and  body  is 
perhaps  the  bed  natural  emblem  of  it  we  can  expedt 
to  find.  Nor  does  it  feem  unlawful  for  us  to  alTifl 
our  conception  of  this  high  myflery  by  this  natural 
union,  inafmuch  as  the  Holy  Ghofl  himfelf,  in  the 
feriptures  of  the  New  Teflament,  feems  to  allude 
unto  it,  when  hg  calls  his  humanity  the  flflo,  and  his 
divinity  the  J pint In  the  former  he  was  manifefted, 
in  the  latter  he  was  juftified.d  In  the  one  lie  was 

put 
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put  to  death,  and  in  the  other  he* was  quickened.3 
If  the  confhtution  of  the  firft  Adam’s  perfon  was  an 
incomprehensible  myftery  in  nature,  the  conftitution 
oi  the  iecond  Adam’s  perfon  is  no  lefs  an  incompre- 
heniibie  myftery  of  grace.  1 

As  Adam  was  the  firft  man  that  God  created,  fo 
he  v/as  the  firft  father  and  progenitor  of  all  other 
men,  who  are  every  one  born  in  his  image  as  they 
come  into  the  world  of  nature,  and  breathe  the  vital 
air.  juft  lo,  from  Jefus  thrift,  the  everlafting  Fa- 
trier,  ail  who  come  into  the  world  of  grace  derive 
their  ftpi  ritual  being  ;  his  image  they  bear,b  and 
rom  him  j£  the  whole  family  in  heaven  and  in  earth 
is  namedd’c  Though  here  alfo  there  is  a  confidera- 
bie  disparity  betwixt  the  earthly  man,  and  the  heav¬ 
enly  Aaam.  Fhe  firft  man  is  not  the  immediate, 
but  the  remote  father  of  our  flefh  for  “  one  gene¬ 
ration  goes,  and  another  comes  but  Jefus  Chrift 
is  the  immediate  Father  of  all  his  faints,  who  in  every 
age  receive  from  him  the  light  of'life,  as  the  filver 
moon,  and  all  the  fparkling  ftars,  receive  their  light 
immediately  from  the  fun,  the  glorious  fountain  of 
the  day.  64  The  firft  Adam,”  as  Mofes  relates, 
“  was  made  a  living  foul,”4*  that  he  might  convey  a 
natural  life  to  them  who  had  not  received  it  ;  but 
‘-the  fecond  Adam,3’  as  the  apoftle  declares,  44  was 
made  a  quickening  fpirit,”  to  impart  a  Spiritual  life  to 
them  who,  having  now  loft  it,  were  dead  in  tref- 
paffes  and  in  fins  ;  and  at  the*refurre<ftion  of  the  juft 
to  quicken  alfo  their  mortal  bodies.  For  44  as  in 
Adam  all  die,  fo  in  Chrift  fhall  all  be  made  alive.” 

Once 

£>  i  Cor.  xv.  49. 
d  I  Cor.  xv.  34. 


a  1  Pet.  iii.  18. 
c  £ph.  iii.  13. 


Book  L]  Chrijl  and  Adam  compared,  17 

Once  more  :  Adam  was  the  fird  lord  and  king  of 
the  world. .  “  Being  made  a  little  lower  than  the 
angels,  he  was  crowned  with  glory  and  honour  :  He 
had  dominion  over  the  works  of  God’s  -  nands  ,  a  d 
all  things  were  put  under  his  feet  :  ail  dieep  and 
oxen,  the  beads  of  the, field,  and  whatfoever  pafTeth 
through  the  paths  of  the  leas.”' a  But,  alas!  the 
dominion  of  this  lord  of  the  inferior  creation  was 
fhort-lived  ;  for  4<  being  in  honour,  He  continued 
not.”5'  Neverthelefs,  in  the  perfon  of  Jefus  Chrid, 
God-man,  the  primeval  fovereignty  of  the  human  na¬ 
ture  is  mod  amply  redored  ;  for  he  is  made  “  head 
over  all  things  unto  his  body  the  church,  both  in  the 
heights  and  depths. The  junfdidtion  or  Adam, 
though  wide,  was  not  univerfal  ;  but  the  kingoom  of 
Jedis  Chrid  ruleth  over  all  He  can,  if  he  pleafes, 
extinguifh  the  dars  and  the  fun,  which  dune  by  his 
permidion  ;  and  t(  of  his  government  and  peace  there 
(hall  be  no  end.”d 

Now  let  us  come  to  the  marriage  of  our  great  pro¬ 
genitor.  God  faw  .it  was  not  good  for  man  to  be 
alone  :e  he  cads  him  into  a  deep  deep  ;  opens  his 
hde>;  takes  from  him  a  rib  ;  by  his  creative  power 
forms  a  woman  of  it  ;  clofes  the  wound  ;  prefents 
the  newly  formed  creature  to  her  hufband,  who  being 
awaked,'  knew  what  was  done  unto  him,  and  with 
wonder  acknov/ledgecLthis  lad  and  bed  gift  of  Heav¬ 
en,  to  be  bone  of  hrs  bone,  and  flefh  of  his  belli. 
“  For  this  caufe,”  fays  the  facred  hidorian,  “  dial]  a 
man  leave  his  father  and  mother  and  cleave  unto  his 
wife.”r  Now,  may  we  be  allowed  to  allegorize  this 
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real  hiflory  ?  Does  not  the  apoftle  feem  to  fay,  that 
this  is  fpoken  of  Chrift  and  the  church  ?a  Let  us 
modeftly  purfue  the  allegory  a  little.  The  fecond 
Adam,  that  he  might  give  life  and  being  to  his  be¬ 
loved  fpoufe,  the  church,  the  mother  of  all  that  are 
truly  living,  was  content  to  fieep  the  fleep  of  death. 
This  fl^ep  of  death  was  not  the  effe<5t  of  nature,  for 
he  died  not  of  old  age  or  ficknefs  ;  but  he  was  vol¬ 
untarily  cad  into  it,  and  was  delivered,  by  the  de¬ 
terminate  counfel  and  foreknowledge  of  God,  to  be 
crucified  and  flain.  His  fide  was  opened  with  a 
fpear,  and  from  the  gaping  wound  came  water  and 
blood,  “  that  he  might  fan dify  and  cleanfe,  and  pre¬ 
lent  to  himfelf  a  glorious  church,  not  having  fpot  or 
wrinkle,  or  any  fuch  .thing.”5  By  this  fleep  of  death 
into  which  he  was  cafl,  he  becomes  at  once  her  huf- 
band  and  her  father  ;  for  fhe  is  a  part  of  himfelf,  of 
his  body,  of  his  fiefh,  and  of  his  bones.c  When  he 
•awaked  at  his  refarre&ion,  his  wounds  were  healed  ; 
he  found  himfelf  a  glorious  conqueror  ;  he  faw  of 
the  travail  of  his  loul,  and  was  fatisfied.  He  ac¬ 
knowledges  the  relation,  and  betrothes  her  to  him¬ 
felf  forever  in  loving  kindnefs,  in  mercies,  and  in 
faithfulnefs.  A  bloody  fpoufe  was  the  church  to 
thee,  O  dying  Redeemer  !  So  matchlefs  was  hi* 
love,  he  left  his  father  and  his  mother  to  cleave  to 
his  unworthy,  bride — left  his  Father  in  heaven,  when 
he  came  from  thence  into  this  lower  world,  and  con¬ 
fer  ted  to  be  forlaken  for  a  fealon — left  his  mother 
on  earth  when  he  afcended  on  high  as  the  Captain 
of  falvation.  He  left  the  blefled  virgin  that  bare, 
him,  to  provide  for  herfelf  ;  he  left  the  church  of 
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the  Jews,  although  his  mother-church,  that  he  might 
cleave  unto  the  Gentile-church,  gathered  out  of  all 
nations. 

Laftly  ;  Adam  was  the  fird  covenant-head,  and 
public  reprefentative.  It  is  true,  the  hints  of  this 
‘  tranfadion  are  but  fparingly  given  in  the  book  of 
Genefis.  However,  the  truth  of  it  is  clearly  evinced 
from  the  tenor  of  divine  revelation  ;  and  it  is  evident, 
that  before  the  law  was  given  by  Mofes,  a  law  was 
.given  to  Adam,  becaufe  death  reigned  from  Adam 
'  to  Mofes,  and  there  behoved  to  be  a  law  by  which 
this  death  did  reign.  For,  as  the  infpired  apoflle 
argues,  with  the  greatell  force  of  reafon,  “  Sin  is 
not  imputed  where  there  is  no  law.,,a  Was  there 
then  a  law  before  the  covenant  of  Sinai  ?,  It  was 
furely  none  other  but  the  law  of  works,  which  God 
gave  to  the  fird  man  ;  in  whom,  as  their  covenant- 
head,  his  poderity  were  either  to  hand  or  fall.  Full 
well  we  know  the  doleful  event.  “  But  as  by  one 
man’s  difobedience  many  were  made  finners  :  fo  by 
the  obedience  of  i  one  fhall  many  be  made  righte- 
.  ous.’?b  The  fird  Adam,  through  pride,  difobeyed 
the  mod  eafy  precept  ;  and  the  lad  Adam  obeyed 
the  mod  difficult  commandment.  The  fird  Adam1, 
being  a  man,  affected  to  be  as  God  .:  the  fecond. 
Adam,  Being  God,  was  found  in  faffiion  as  a  man. 
The  fird  Adam  was  affaulted  by  the  devil  in  para- 
dife,  and  was  overcome  :  the  fecond  Adam  was 
tempted  in  the  wildernefs,'  by  the  fame  malicious 
fpirit,  but  he  was  a  conqueror.  The  fird  Adam 
breaking  the  law  in  one  point,  was  guilty  of  all  :  the 
lad  Adam  obferving  it  in  every  point,  did  magnify 
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and  make  it  honourable.  The  moment  we  become 
the  children  of  Adam  by  natural  generation,  we  die 
for  a  fin  which  we  could  not  perfonally  commit  :  the 
moment  we  become  the  children  of  Chrift  by  regene-  - 
ration,  we  are- made  alive  by  a  righteoufnefs  which  . 
we  could  not  actually  work  out.  In  Adam  we  are 
condemned  for  one  fin  ;  but  in  Chrift  we  are  juftified 
from  innumerable  offences.  In  the  firft  book  of  the 
Bible  we  have  a  melancholy  relation,  how  the  firft 
Adam  was  fo  far  from  being  able  to  tranfmit  life  and 
happinefs  to  his  pofterity,  or  to  give  them  to  eat  of 
the  tree  of  life,  that  himfelf  was  driven  out  from  the 
terreftrial  paradife,  and  debarred  from  dll  accefs  to 
that  iacramental  tree  :  but  in  the  laft  book  of  the 
facred  oracles,  we  are.  prefented  with  a  view  of  the 
fecond  Adam,  in  a  far  more  glorious  place  tha#n  that 
happy  garden,  and  hear  him  declaring  from  his  own 
mouth,  “  To  him  that  overcometh,  will  I  give  to  ■ 
eat  of  the  tree  of  life  that  is  in.  the  midft  of  the  par¬ 
adife  ofGod,”a 

Forever  blefied  be  the  glorious  name  of  God,  that 
what  the  firft  Adam  did  not  keep,  the  fecond-  hath 
amply  reftored  to  us  :  “  For  as  in  Adam  fin  hath 
reigned  unto  death  ;  fo  grace  hath  -  reigned  through 
righteoufnefs  unto  eternal  life,  by  Jefus  Chrift  our 
Lord  :”b  who  is  not  only  come  that  “  we  might 
have  life,  but  that  we  might  have  it  more  abund¬ 
antly.”0 

II.  The 
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II.  The  History  of  Noah. 

That  Noah  was  a  figure  of  Jefus  Chrift,  feems 
not  obfcurely  hinted  in  his  very  name  given  him  by 
his  religious  father,  not  without  prophetic  inftindL 
It  lignihes  reft,  comfort,  and,  as  fome  have  obferved, 
grace,  when  its  letters  are  a  little  tranfpofed.  So 
Chrift  is  our  confolation,  our  reft,  and  by  him  grace 
reigns  unto  eternal  life.  Of  him  we  may  truly  fay, 
with  the  ftribteft  propriety,  “  This  fame  fhall  com¬ 
fort  us  concerning  our  work  and  toil  of  our  hands. 
Noah  “  was  a  juft  man,  and  perfect  in  his  genera¬ 
tions,  and  walked  with  God,'*'5  when  the  wicked-, 
nefs  of  men  was  grown  to  the  moft  exorbitant  height, 
and  all  fie  ill  had  corrupted  their  way.  He  dared  to 
be  good,  when  all  were  turned  degenerate  ;  and, 
fearlefs  of  reproach  or  violence*  he  admonifhed  them 
of  their  wicked  ways,  preaching  righteoufnefs  in  their 
aiTemblies.c  So  Chrift  preferved  his  integrity  in 
every  the  fmalleft  in  fiance,  in  an  evil  and  adulterous 
generation,  preaching  what  he  prablifed,  with  not  un¬ 
like  fiiccefs  to  Noah.  For  it  is  written  of  him  in 
the  Pfalms,  “  I  have  preached  righteoufnefs  in  the 
great  congregation  :  lo,  I  have  not  refrained  my 
lips,  O  Lord,  thou  knoweft.”d  In  fome  feafons  of 
the  Almighty’s  vengeance,  we  are  informed  that  the 
righteoufnefs  of  Noah,  Daniel  and  Job,  could  not 
deliver  a  finning  people,  nor  yet  their  neared  rela¬ 
tions,  from  the  lifted  ftroke.e  Truly  Noah,  though 
righteous,  could  not  by  his  righteoufnefs  avert  the 
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waters  of  the  flood.  But  the  righteoufnefs  of  our. 
adorable  Redeemer  is  of  fuch  infinite  value  and  per¬ 
fection,  as  to  deliver  from  death  an  innumerable  mul¬ 
titude  of  tranfgreffors. 

But  let  us  chiefly  confider  that  memorable  hidory 
of  Noah,  his  preparing  an  ark  for  the  faving  of  his 
houfe  ;  the  antitype  of  which  remarkable  event,  we 
are  informed  by  the  apodle  Peter,  is,  “  our  being, 
faved  by  baptifm  (not  the  putting  away  of  the  filth  of 
the  fie  hi,  but  the  anfwer  of  a  good  confcience  to¬ 
wards  God)  by  the  refurredion  of  Jefus  Chrid.”a 
The  long-fullering  of  God  was  now  tired  out,  and 
his  Spirit  ceafed  to  drive  with  rebellious  men,  whom 
all  means  had  proved  ineffectual  to  reclaim.  The 
time  was  come  when  the  threatened  vengeance  was 
to  defcend  with  reddlefs  fury.  Noah,  being  long 
before  warned  of  God,  had  prepared  an  ark  again  ft 
the  approaching  deluge  :  for  he  believed  God  ;  and. 
being  moved  with  fear,  he  obeyed  the  commandment 
of  the  Lord.  ,  He  defpifed  the  jeers  of  the  unbe¬ 
lieving  world  ;  and  considered  not  the  huge  difficul¬ 
ties'  he  behoved  to  furmount,  before  he  could  get  a 
veffiel  conftrucded,  of  fuch.  a  bulk  as  would  contain, 
in  its  capacious  hold,  all  forts  of  beads  and  birds, 
together  with  their  nee-chary  provifions,  for  fo  long  a 
time  as  he  was  to-be  there  a  prifoner.  That  God 
who  commanded  him,  that  God  in  whom  he  believed, 
and  whom  he  feared,  enabled  him  alfo  both  to  begin 
and  finiffi.  ,  TheThip  is  built  ;  the  cargo  is  taken  in  ; 
the  flood  comes  ;  and  the  waters  prevail  above  the 
tailed  trees  and  loftieft  mountains.  The  linful  race  . 
©f  men  is  buried  in  a  watery  grave.  But  the  ark, 
i  the 
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the  peculiar  care  of  Heaven,  though  without  helm 
or  mart,  rides  triumphant  over  the  foaming  billow  ; 
is .  preferred  from  dafhing  on  the  craggy  rocks,  or 
foundering  in  the  mighty  waters.  At  length  a  dove, 
fetching  in  her  mouth  an  olive-leaf, a  informs  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  ark  that  the  waters  were  abated. 
They  are  at  lad  releafed  from  their  tedious  confine¬ 
ment.  The  venerable  patriarch,  overwhelmed  with 
gratitude  for  fuch  a  wonderful  prefervation  amidft  the 
howling  wade,  facrifces  unto  the  Lord,  who  fmells 
a  favour  of  red,b  and  renews  with  him  his  gracious 
covenant,  that  he  will  no  more  curfe  the  ground  for 
man’s  fake.  A  glorious  rainbow  is  feen  over  his 
head  damping  the  clouds,0  which  ‘from  that  time 
became  a  peaceful  fgn,  that  the  waters  fhall  never 
more  cover  the  face  of  the  earth  ;  and  that  though 
the  waves  fhould  tofs  themfelves  againd  the  fandy 
fhores,  they  fhall  never  prevail.  Who  fees  not, 
in  this  whole  tran  faction,  a  lively  pi<5hire  of  the  meth¬ 
od  of  our  falvation  by  Jefus  Chrid,  from  afar  more 
dreadful  flood,  that  fhall,-  fooner  or  later,  defcend 
upon  the  head  of  every  (inner  ?  In  Jefus  Chrid  we 
have  the  antitype  of  Noah,  both  floating  in  the  ark, 
danding  at  the  altar,  and  compafled  with  the  rain¬ 
bow.  Indeed  he  is  at  once  the  ark  that  faves  us 
from  the  floods  of  divine  wrath,  the  facrifice  that 
atones  the  incenfed  judice  of  God,  and  the  rainbow 
that  makes  our  clouds  of  every  fort  to  wear  fweet 
fmiles.  Though  Noah’s  ark,  and  facrifice,  and 
rainbow,  were  things  different  from  himfelf,  and 
from  one  another,  in  Jefus  Chrid  they  are  all  con¬ 
joined. 

What 
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What  mortal  wit  would  have  contrived  fuch  an 
expedient  as  the  ark  of  Noah,  to  fave  from  an  uni- 
verfal  deluge  ?  There  is  no  doubt  but  the  whole 
fcheme  appeared  very  ridiculous  to  the  generality  of 
the  world.  Noah  himfelf  was  not  the  contriver  of 
this  projeft.  It  was  wholly  planned  by  God.  Even 
fo,  if  men  and  angels  had  tortured  their  invention  to 
fave  a  guilty  world,  they  could  never  have  fo  much 
as  fuggeded  that  method  which  the  wifdom  of  God 
has  fallen  upon  in  the  mediation  of  Jefus  Chrid.  So 
far  does  it  tranfcend  the  thoughts  of  men,  that  nat¬ 
urally  they  c.annot  receive  the  mydery  of  God’s 
will.  For  it  is  “  to  the  jews  a  humbling  block, 
and  'to  the  Greeks  foolifhnefs.”3  In  this  wonder¬ 
ful  veffel  were  found  only  eight  fouls, b  little  family 
of  Noah  ;  and  how  fmall  was  that  number  to  the 
myriads  that  perifhed  in  the  waves  ?  Even  fo  the 
dock  of  Chrid  is  but  a  little  flock  ;  for  though 
“  many  are  called,  yet  few  are  chofen.”c  O  how 
unfearchable  are  his  judgments  !  It  was  no  doubt 
very  drange  to  fee  the  wilded  beads  and  birds  dwell¬ 
ing  peaceably  together  under  the  fame  roof,  in  that 
time  of  common  danger  :  but  not  more  drange  than 
what  happens  every  time  when  flnners  are  con¬ 
verted  unto  God,  and  enter  into  his  fan&uary.  For 
in  Jefus  Chrid,  the  men  of  ravenous  natures  forget 
k  their  natural  ferocity,  and  put  on,  as  the  eled  of  God, 
bowels  of  mercy,  humblenefs  of  mind,  meeknefs,  and 
long-differing  ;  and,  to  ufe  the  lofty  dyle  of  the 
prophet,  “  the  wolf  fhall  dwell  with  the  lamb,  and  the 
leopard  fliall  lie  down  with  the  kid,  and  the  young 
lion  and  the  fading  together  : — they  fhall  not  hurt 


nor 
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nor  deftroy  in  all  my  holy  mountain.”  *  Dread¬ 
ful,  to  be  fare,  were  the  buffetings  of  the  rolling 
furges  on  the  fides  of  the  ark,  when  heaven  and  earth 
feemed  to  confpire  its  ruin  ;  but,  being  protected  by 
a  fuperior  providence,  theveftei,  though  heavy  laden, 
weathered  the  {form,  preferved  alive  all  the  creatures 
that  were  within  her,  and  at  the  laft  reded  upon  the 
mountains  of  Ararat.  So  did  the  waves  and  bil¬ 
lows  of  the  Father’s  wrath  go  over  thine  head,  O  buf¬ 
fering  Saviour  !  and  the  floods  of  ungodly  men  made 
thee  afraid  :b  but  thou  waft  more  than  a  conqueror, 
and  at  laft  didft  find  thy  reft  on  the  mountains  of  eter¬ 
nal  glory,  having  both  faved  thyfelf,  and  all  that  are 
found  in  thee  :  thou  art  our  “  hiding-place  from 
the  ftorm,  and  a  covert  from  the  tempeft.  If  it  had 

not  been  the  Lord  who  was  on  our  fide,  the  waters 

» 

of  God’s  wrath  had  {wallowed  us  up  quick  :  then 
the  waters  had  overwhelmed  us,  the  ftream  had  gone 
over  our  head  ;  the  proud  waters  had  gone  over  our 
foul.” c  When  we  are  told  in  the  facred  hiftory, 
that  a  dove  alighted  on  the  ark  with  the  olive  leaf, 
what  fhould  hinder  us  to  think  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  who  alighted  upon  him  in  the  waters  of 
Jordan,  in  the  likenefs  of  that  gentle  bird  ;  and  who 
brings  glad  tidings  of  great  joy  to  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  axk,  when  he  allures  them,  by  the  moft  incon- 
teftible  proofs,  that  the"  winter  of  wrath  is  paft,  and 
the  rain  is-over  and  gone  The  holy-  lire  is  now 
gone  forth  at  the  appointed  feafon  ;  and,  beholding 
the  difmal  defolation,  he  offers  an  atoning  facrilice  of 
every  clean  bird  and  beaft  ;  and  the  Lord  fuelled  a 

C  favour 
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favour  of  reft-  This  naturally  leads  us' to  think  -of 
him  who  gate  himfelf  for  us,  an  offering  and  a  facri- 
iice  of  fweet-fmelling  favour.2  So  wrell  pleafed  is 
,God  with  Jefus  Chrifl,  that  with  him  he  eftablifhes 
his  covenant,  and  with  all  his  feed,  that  they  fhall 
never  come  into  condemnation.  Hear  what  himfelf 
declares  by  the  mouth  of  the  holy  prophet  Ifaiah  : 

This  is  as  the  waters  of  Noah  unto  me  :  for  as  I 
have  fworn  that  the  waters  of  Noah  fhall  no  more  go 
over  the  earth  ;  fo  have  I  fworn  that  I  would  not 
he  wroth  with  thee,  nor  rebuke  thee,  O  thou  afflict¬ 
ed,  tolled  with  temped,  and  not  comforted.”  b  Sec 
how  the  frowning  clouds  now  fmile  with  the  glori¬ 
ous  colours  of  the  rainbow,  the  *  cheerful  token  of 
God’s  covenant.  It  is  a  bow,  but  it  has  no  arrow 
and  the  face  of  it  is  turned  away  from  us,  in  token  of 
reconciliation.  Such  is  the  glorious  transformation 
of  all  your  afflictions  by  jefus  Chrift,  O  ye  heirs  of 
righteoufnefs.  '  They  are  clouds  indeed,  dark  clouds, 
but  fo  far  >  from  drowning,  they  fhall  even  fruCtify 
your  foul,  and  make  you  revive  as  the  corn.  What 
before  was  an  indication  of  wrath,  'and  a  caufe  of 
fear,  is  now  a  token  of  love,  and  an  encouragement 
of  faith.  A  rainbow  forever  encompaffeth  the 
throne  of  your  God,  c  though*  from  it  fhould  pro¬ 
ceed  lightnings,  and  thunders,  and  voices.  Though, 
like  that  mighty  angel  in  the  Revelation,  d  he  fhould 
be  clothed  with  a  cloud  in  the  difpenfations  of  his 
providence,  his  funny  face  will  produce  a  lainbow 
round  about  his  head.  He  is  ever  mindful  of  his 
covenant,  and  you  need  not  fear  the  terrors  of  nis 

fil0ry'  III.  The 


a  Eph.  v.  3.  b  Ifa.  lir.  9.  c  Rev.  iv.  3,  d  Chap.  x.  I. 


B..0OK  I.]  ]  The  Hi/lory  of  Melchizedec.  2? 

-  ! 

III.  The  History  of  Melchizedec. 

"NoW  we-fhall  come  to  the  (hart,  but  compreheti- 
five  hidory  of  Melchizedec  ;  the  figurative  meaning 
of  which  is  not  only  hinted  to  us  in  the  lacred  ora¬ 
cles,  but  the  Holy  Ghod  condefcends  to  enter  on  a 
very  particular  explication  of  it.*  i  he  narrative  ie- 
lated  by  Mofes  is  Ihortly  tbis.b  Ihe  patriarch 
Abraham  had,  with  his  little’  army,  lurpnfed  and 
defeated  the  forces  of  the  confederate  kings,  who 
had  plundered  Sodom,  and,  among  other  .priioners, 
had  carried  away  captive  his  kiniman  Lot  ,  w  ro, 
living  in  that  wicked  city,  was  now  a  very  lingular 
blellinrr  to  his  (inful  fellow^citizens,  being  the  occahon 
of  their  refcue  from  the  invaders  of  their  country. 
As  he  returned  from  the  daughter ^ he  was  met  by-' the  • 
king  of  Sodom,  with  another  king  of  a  very  different 
character  :  his  name  was  Melchizedec,  which,  thougi 
a.  very  fine  one,  for  it  fignifies  king  of  ' righteoufnefs , 
was  not  unluitable  to  his  real  character,  and  is  a 
proper  admonition  to  ail  other  kings, for  what  they 
ihould  be  difiinguifhed.  The  name  cl  his  city  was. 
Salem  :  whether  it  was  that  Salem,  where  Jehovah 
afterwards  had  his  tabernacle,  or  another  place  of  the 
fame  name,  is  not  precifely  determined.  '  However, 
\ve  are  afiured,  that  upon  this  occafion  he  brought 
forth  bread  and  wine,  not  as  a  facrifice  to  God,  O  ye 
papifts,  but  to  refrefii  the  patriarch’s  men,  fatigued 
with  toil.  But  the  mod  extraordinary  circumhance 
of  all  is,  that,  though  living  in  that  wicked  country, 
he  was  pried  of  the  ModfiHigh  God,  and  veded  with 


a  Heb.  vii. 
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regal  dignity.  When  all  around  him  were  funk  ii| 

^  e  f  t  o  n  and  idolatry,  this  illuftrioas  Gentile  re¬ 
tained  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God,  and  thought 
it  no  difparagement  of  his  kingly  honour  to'  officiate  in 
the  folemn  rites  of  his  holy  worfhip.  The  hofpita- 
ble  monarch  was  a  no  lefs  religious  prieft.  As  in 
the  former  capacity,  he  brought  forth  bread  and  wine  ; 
fo  in  the  latter,  he  blefted  the  renov/ned  patriarch, 
and  received  from  him  tithes  of  all.  Thus  far  the, 
facred  dory.  But  from  what  parents  he  defcended, 
when  he  was  born,  or  when  he  died,  who  were  his 
predeceflors,  or  who  fucceeded  him,  are  queftions 
we  are  not  permitted  to  reibke..  And  even  the  fr- 
lenceofthe  fcripture  is  expreffive- !  “For  he  was 
made  like  unto  the  Son  of  God,”  both  in  what  Mofes 
relates  concerning  him,  and  in  what  he  conceals  from 
the  curious  inquirer.  Let  us  carefully  obferve  thefc 
two  beads  of  refemblance,  and  we  {hall  eafily  under* 
dland:,,  how  David  in  fpirit  fays  of  the  Meffiah, 
“  Thou  art  a  prieft  forever,  after  the  order  of 
Meichizedec.”  a 

We  {hall  fir  ft  begin  with  what  Mofes  relates  of 
this  extraordinary  man.  To  whom  can  his  name 
Meichizedec  fo  properly  belong,  as  to  the  King  that 
reigns  in  righteoufnefs  ;  who,  righteous  himfelf,  has 
wrought  for  all  his  fubjefts  a  juftifying  righteoufnefs. 
by  the  merit  of  his  blood,  and  works  in  all  his  fub- 
jefls  a  fandlifying  righteoufnefs  by  the  power  of  his 
Spirit  ?  He,  he  is  King  of  Salem,  which  is  by  in¬ 
terpretation,  King  of  Peace.  Peace  is  the  difpoli- 
tion  for  which  he  was  renowned,  who  with  his  dy¬ 
ing  breath  implored  forgivenefs  to  his  bloody  mur¬ 
derers  :  peace  is  the  grand  bieffing  he  died  to  pur- 

elxafe* 
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chafe,  and  lives  to  confer.  O  glorious  peace,  of 
which  righteoufnefs  is  the  foundation,  and  joy  m  the 
Holy  Ghoft  the  infeparable  attendant !  Had,  ye mub- 
ie6ts  of  his  aufpicious  government,  who  cad  the  bleJl- 
inaS  of  his  purchafe  all  your  own!  Lo,  in  your  ' 
princely  Saviour,  the  great  Jehovah  lays  afide  his 
vindictive  wrath,  and  becomes  your  loving  rather; 
the  angels  no  more  ftand  aloof,  but  commence  your 
minifters  and  guardians;  the  inferior  .creatures  are 
turned  into  your  faithful  friends  and  allies  ;  the  Jews 
and  Gentiles,  forgetting  their  former  enmity,  join  in 
the  molt  cordial  friendlhip  ;  and  confcience,  no  more 
an  accufer,  whifpers  peace  in  gentled accents. 
Though  “in  the  world  you  (hould  .have  tribulation, 
vet  in  him  you  foil  have  peace.”  O  Prince  ot 
Peace,  extend  the.  borders  of  thy  peaceful  kingdom 
far  and  wide,  and  let  the  wifhed  peiiod  come,  when 
the  nations  foil  learn  war  no  more  !  O  let  thy  peace 
rule  in  our  hearts,  through  thefe  tumultuous  Icenes 
of  life  ;  and  bring  us  at  laft  to  thefe  -calm  regions  ot 
ioy  and  felicity,  where  peace  extends  her  dove-like 
winos  forever  and  ever  !.  “  He,  brought  forth  bread 
and  wine,”  to  refrefn  the  hungry  and  thirfty  foldiers, 
when  returning  from  tne  (laughter  of  the  kings. 
Such  is  the  refrelhment  which  the  true  MeJcbizedee 
affords,  and  will  afford  to  all  that  are  truly  engaged 
in  the  fpiritual  warfare.  He  “  has  prepared  ot  his 
goodnefs  for  the  poor.  O  “  come  unto  him,  and  . 
you  fhall  never  hunger  ;  believe  on.  him,  and  you 
(hall  never  third.  Pat  of  his  bread,  ana  drink  of 
the  wine  which  he  has  mingled.”  Happy  they  who  • 
fhall  conquer  in  the  holy  warfare,  foi  they  (hall  ...it 
of  the  hidden  manna,  and  the  Lamb  in  the  midft  off 
C  2  ■  the. 
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the  throne  fhall  feed  them.”  i(  And  lie  was  pried: 
of  the  Mod  High  God.”  An  honour  not  ufually 
appropriated  to  thofe  that  fit  on  thrones  :  for  God 
himlelf  was  pleafed  to  provide  -againd  the  blending 
of  thefe  offices,  in  the  commonwealth  of  Ifraeh 
Witnefs  thy  fate,  Uzziah,a  who,  fnatching  at  the 
cenfer,  lod  the  fceptre.  And  fhall  the  triple  crown¬ 
ed  pried  of  Rome,  who  exalts  himfelf  above  all  that, 
is  called  God,  go  always  unpunifhed  ?  But  of  Jefus 
Chrid  a  prophet  tedifies,  “  He  fhall  fit  and  rule  up¬ 
on  his  throne”5  as  once  he  was  a  king  upon  his  crofs. 
“  And  he  bleffed  Abram.”  So  Chrid,  our  royal 
Pried,  was  fen.t  of  God  to  blefs  the  children  of 
Abram,  not  with  a  verbal,  but  real  benediction,  in, 
turning  every  one  of  us  from  our  iniquity  ;  and 
“  men  fhall  be  bleffed  in  him.”  “  Confider,”  in  the 
lad  place,  “  how  great  this  man  was,  to  whom  even 
the  patriarch  Abraham  gave  the  tenth  of  the  fpoils 
and,  as  we  may  fay,  even  Levi,  who  received  tithe* 
from  the  people,  by  the  commandment  of  God,  was 
titlied  in  the  loins  of  his  progenitor.  -  A  mod  con¬ 
vincing  proof  that  this  Melchizedec  was  both  a  great¬ 
er  man  than  Abram,  and  a  greater  pried  than  Aaron.. 
But  we  Chridians  have  a  great  High-Pried,  in  whofe 
prefence  Abram  mud  not  glory,  Levi  has  no  pre¬ 
eminence.  To  our  Melchizedec,  the  royal  pried- 
hood,  the  holy  nation,  the  peculiar  people  do  pay, 
not  only  tithes,  but  all  they  have  and  are  when  they 
prefsnt  their  bodies  a  living  facrifice,  holy  and  ac¬ 
ceptable  unto  God,  which  is  their  reafonable 
fervice.c 

a  2  Chron.  zxvi.  18.  b  Zech.  vi,  13. 
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But  the  circumdances  which  Mofes  conceals,  are 
no  lefs  worthy  of  our  notice  than  thofe  he  reveals. 
In  vain  you  afk  his  genealogy,  his  birth,  his  death,, 
or  the  ceremonies  of  his  cbnfecration  :  for  thofe  are 
buried  in  darknefs  ;  the  Holy  Ghod  intending  to 
fignify,  that  Jefus  Chrid  is  really  and  truly  what  this 
myfterious  king  is  in  the  hidory.  Without  father, — - 
not  as  he  was  God,  but  man.  Without  mother, — 
not  as  he  was  man,  but  God.  Without  defcent, — - 
for  having  no  predeceffors  in  office,  he  needed  not 
to  prove  that  he  was  fprung  from  the  priedly  tribe  ; 
which  was  an  effiential  qualification  in  the  Levitical 
priedhood.  Having  neither  beginning  of  days,  nor 
end  of  life, — for  being  fet  up  from  everlading  he  abi- 
deth  a  pried  continually  :  for  though  he  died,  yet 
even  in  death  he  was  a  pried,  and  now*he  ever  livetb 
to  make  interceffion  for  them.  What  ffiall  we  fay 
more  ?  In  the  order  of  Aaron  were  many  prieds, 
who,  like  other  mortals,  refigning  their  breath  by  the' 
droke  of  death,  their  priedly  honour  was  laid  in  the 
dud  with  them.  We  know  from  whence  they  arofe 
with  what  carnal  ordinances  and  ceremonies  they  re¬ 
ceived  their  inauguration  ;  what  facrifices  they  offer¬ 
ed  ;  in  what  holy  places  they  officiated  ;  who  affided 
.them  in  their  various  functions  ;  and  who  fucceeded 
them  when  they  either  died,  or  were  depofed  from 
their  office.  But  the  Pried  after  the  order  of  Mel- 
chizedec,  being  poffeffed  of  immortal  life,  and  called 
of  God  without  external  ceremonies  to  his  high  of¬ 
fice,  hirafelf  was  his  tabernacle  and  temple,  affided  by 
none,  nor  fucceeded  by  any.  In  Melchizedec, 
whom  Mofes  fpeaks  of  as  though  he  had  been  im¬ 
mortal,  we  have  but  indeed  a  faint  ffiadow,  and  not 
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the  very  image  of  the  things  themfelves,  that  are 
found  in  Jefus  Chrift.  But  let  the  faintnefs  of  the 
refemblance  remind  us  of  the  greatnefs  of  the  myf- 
tery.  “  For  who  (hall  declare  his  generation 


IV.  The  History  of  Isaac.  . 

EXT  we  fhall  glance  at  a  very  extraordinary 
piece  of  hiftory,  of  the  mod  difficult  commandment 
that  was  ever  given  to  any  of  the  human  race  ;  yet 
was  it  punctually  obeyed,  and  the  obedience  amply 
rewarded.  It  is  the  dory  of  Abraham’s  offering  up 
his  fon  Ifaac  at  the  commandment  of  the  Lord.3 
The  famous  patriarch  had  endured  many  trials,  and 
proved  the  fincerity  of  his  faith  by  a  long  courfe  of 
obedience,  and  fle'dfaft  dependence  on  the  divine  ve¬ 
racity,  from  the  time  he  was  called  to  leave  his  na¬ 
tive  Ur  in  the  land  of  Chaldea.  Long  did  he  count 
him  faithful  who  had  prom i fed,  that  he  ffiould  have 
a  fon,  in  whom  all  nations  ffiould  be  blefled,  even 
when  the  accorapliffiment  of  the  promife  Teemed  next 
to  impoffible.  At  kft  the  expected  child  is  born,  a 
fon  of  his  old  age  :  he.flouriffies  apace,  and  is  now 
fluffied  \vith  the  radiant  bloom  of  youth,  both  lovely 
and  beloved.  The  joyful  father  might  now  think, 
that  the  moll  troublefome  fcenes  of  life  were  happily 
finiffied,  and  that  it  remained  for  him  only  to  die  in 
faith  and  peace.  But  how  greatly  would  he  been 
miftaken  ?  The  foreft,  the  ffiarpeft  trial  yet  remain¬ 
ed  :  “  For  it  came  to  pafs  after  thefe  things,  that 
God  did  tempt  Abraham.  And  he  faid,  Take  now 
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:hy  fon,  thine  only  fon  Ifaac,  whom  thou  loved,  and 
pet  thee  into  the  land  of  Moriah,  and  offer  him  there 
for  a  burnt-offering,  upon  one  of  the  mountains  which 
I  fhall  tell  thee  of  ”a  Shocking  precept  !  mylteriousr 
mandate  !  Did  ever  fuch  a  meffage  from  God  wound 
a  parent’s  ear  !  Had  the  voice  from  heaven  denoun¬ 
ced,  that  Ifaac  was  to  die  a  natural  death,  and  to  be 
Hatched  away  by  a  fudden  broke,  the  tidings  had 
been  mournful  and  agonizing,  hut  how  much  moie 
when  it  was  declared,  that  the  hand  of  violence  muff 
be  lifted  again  ft  him  ;  that  he  mud  be  offered  up  for 
a  burnt  facnfice,  butchered,  mangled,  and  Teduced  to. 
afhes  1  But  the  crowning  circumffance  that  fets  for¬ 
ward  the  calamity,  and  renders  it  worfe  than  a  thou- 
fand  deaths ;  the  father  mud  be  the  pried  to  bind,  to 
kill,  to  cut,  to  burn  his  beloved  Ion.  Abraham, 
what  were  the  thoughts  of  thy  heart,  when  thy  ears 
fird  heard  fuch  dreadful  orders  ?  \ou  were  accuf- 
tomed  to  hear  the  voice  ol  God  fpeaking  in  more 
foothing  accents.  Hadft  thou  not  been  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  believer,  into  what  a  temped  had  all  thy  foul 
been  toffed  !  How  might  reafon,  natural  affe&ion, 
and  religion  have  all  confpired  to  perfuade  thy  difo- 
Uedien.ce  ?  “  Offer  up  thy  fon,  thine  only  fon  Ifaac, 
for  a  burnt-offering  !  can  this  be  the  voice  of  God  ? 
Sure  it  mud  be  the  voice  of  fome  wicked  fpirit  that 
would  irnpofe  upon  my  credulity,  and  urge  a  father 
to  imbrue  his  hands  in  filial  blood.  But  day  :  the 
revelation  is  unquebionable.  It  was  the  very  voice 
of  God.  I  am  not  permitted  fa  much  as  to  doubt 
of  th'<6.  Surely  then  it  mud  have  fome  other  mean¬ 
ing  than  I  fird  thought.  Surely  the  merciful  God 
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cannot  mean  that  I  fhould  really  kill my  Ifaac* 
Take  now  thy  fon,  thine  only  fon,  and  offer  him  up  , 
for  a  burnt-offering.  Alas  1  mine  Ifaac,  was  it  for 
this  I  received  thee  by  fpecial  promife  ?  Was  it  for 
this  thy  mother  brought  thee  forth*  when  fhe  was  , 
pad  her  age,  and  1  called  thee  by  a  name  expreflive 
of  joy  and  laughter  ?  How  ill  dod  thou  now  anfwer 
thy  name  !  Thou  art  not  a  fon  of  laughter,  but  of 
forrow.  O  God,  why  couldd  thou  not  rather  have 
demanded  all  my  numerous  flocks  and  kids,  to  fmoke-. 
in  one  great  burnt-offering  ?  Or  if  a  human  facrifice 
delighted  thee  more,  why  drould  my  Ifaac,  rather 
than  any  other,  be  the  vi<dim?  O  that  1  could  re¬ 
deem  his  life  with  my  own  blood.! 

“  And  mud  -I  too  be  the  pried?  Mud  he  bleed 
by  a  father’s  hand  ?  Ah  !  what  will  the  world  fay  ?  J 
They  will  never  believe  me,  when  I  tell  them  it  was 
by  thy  order  I  did  it.  What  will  Sarah  fay  :  But, , 
chiefly,  what  will  come  of  thy  own  promife  ?  How 
will  he  be  the  father  of  many  nations  when  he  is  no 
more  ?  O  ye*  nations  !  I  thought  that  in  this  my, 
Ifaac  you  would  all  be,  HeiTe.d  :  but  now  farewel 
forever  all  fiich  pleafmg  hopes.  Iiaac  mud  die, 
and  the  promife  fails  for  evermore  J” 

But  fo  drong  was  the  faith  of  .-this  eminent  be¬ 
liever,  that  either  fuch  mifgiving  thoughts  were  alto¬ 
gether  drangers  to  his  mind,  or  they  were  focn  re¬ 
pelled.  He  wifely  confidered,  that  what  God  had 
commanded  could  not  be  wrong  ;  and  what/he  had 
promifed  could  not  be  falfe.  “  Be  hufht,  all  unbe¬ 
lieving  fears:  for  he  who  gave  an  Ifaac  from  the  barren 
womb  to  fulfil  his  promife,  can,  if  he  pleafe,  for  the. 
lame  reafon  redore  him  from  the  burning  altar. 
Cpme  then*  without,  delay,  obey  the  high  command, 
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believing  that  what  he  has  promifed,  he  is  able  alfo  to 
perform.” 

No  fooner  had  the  early  dawn  begun  to  appear  in 
the  eadern  Iky,  than  the  refolved  patriarch  fprings 
from  his  couch,  faddles  an  afs,  takes  with  him  the 
intended  victim  and  fervants,  as  much  wood  as  he 
thought  neceflaty,  and  proper  utenfils  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  facrifke.  three  days  they  travelled  on  this 
Grange  journey,  and  all  that  fpace  he  looked  on  his 
fon  as  dead ;  but  the  fteady  purpofe  of  his  foul  was 
not  fliaken.  On  the  third  day  the  fatal  hills  of  Mo¬ 
riah  are  defcried  at  a  didance,  the  fervants  are  left 
behind,  the  wood  is  laid  on  Ifaac,  and  Abraham 
carries  the  lire  and  the  knife.  And  now,  after  fome 
endearing  converfation,  they  are  arrived  at  the  ap- 
:  pointed  place.  The  altar  is*  built  ;  the  wood  is  laid 
in  order  ;  the  plot  is  doubtlefs  revealed  to  Ifaac  by 
his  fedate  father  ;  and  Ifaac,  though  fully  able  to 
have  made  refiftance,  or  delivered  himfelf  by  flight, 
is  not  recorded  to  have  attempted  the  one  or  the  oth¬ 
er  :  for  the  fame  almighty  power  that  touched  the 
patriarch’s  heart,  and  made  him  willing  to  give  the 
deadly  dab,  did  alfo,  beyond  all  doubt,  make  Ifaac 
no  lefs  willing  cheerfully  to  receive  it.  He  is  bound 
like  another  victim  ;  he  is  laid  upon  the  altar,  and 
the  hand  now  grafps  the  fatal  knife  to  be  lodged  in 
his  guiltlefs  bread  ;  when  lo  !  a  heavenly  voice  forbids 
the  bloody  deed,  and  the  patriarch’s  willing  mind  is 
accepted  for  the  a&ual  facrifice.  His  fear  of  God 
is  highly  applauded,  and  by  his  works  his  faith  was 
proved  to  be  perfeft.  “  Abram,  you  fpared  not 
your  fon  for  the  fake  of  my  command,  but  I  fpare 
him  for  the  fake  of  thy  obedience.  Receive  him 
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again  with  my  bleffing.  He  fhall  be  the  progenitor 
of  the  Meffiah,  and  all  the  nations  Hi  all  be  bleffied  in 
him.”  A  ram  caught  by  the  thorns  in  the  thicket 
fupplies  the  room  of  Ifaac,  and  the  grateful  patriarch 
acknowledges  the  happy  providence,  in  calling  the 
name  of  the  place  Jeh-ovah-jireh.  And  after¬ 
wards  it  became  a  common  proverb,  u  In  the  mount 
of  the  Lord  it  fhall  be  feen.”a 

O  the  inconceivable  power  of  faith,  that  can  ren¬ 
der  the  molt  difficult  duties  fo  eafy  !  Nor  is  there  a 
better  way  for  the  children  of  Abraham  to  infure 
their  deareft  enjoyments,  and  improve  them  to  the 
higheft  advantage,  than  by  refigning  them,  totally  re- 
iigning  them,  to  the  fovereign  will  of  God.  But 
furely  a  higher  myflery  was  contained  in  this  extraor¬ 
dinary  occurrence.  Who  can  forbear  here  to  think 
of  the  adorable  myflery  of  redemption  by  Jefus 
Chrifl  ?  “  For  God  fo  loved  the  world,  as  not  to 
fpare  his  own  Son,  but  deliver  him  unto  the  death  for 
us  all.”b  Methinks  the  language  of  this  whole  tranfac- 
tion  was,  as  if  God  had  faid,  tc  Ye  children  of  men, 
hear  you  what  my  faithful  fervant  and  friend  has 
done  upon  this  mountain,  in  cheerfully  facrfficing  his 
only  fon,  to  teffify  his  love  to  God.  By  the  fame 
method  I  will  declare  my  love  to  a  periffiing'world,  by 
giving  my  only  begotten  Son  to  fill  a  facrifjce  for  fin. 
In  this  mountain  fhall  the  fword  of  juftice  awake 
againfl  him  by  his  own  confent  ;  and  what  has  now 
been  done  only  in  a  figure,  (hall  be  really  tranfa&ed  at 
the  appointed  time.  Meanwhile,  let  rams  and  other 
beads  be  facrificed  as  a  memorial  of  this  grand 
burnt-offering  ; . but  let  no  human  blood  fmoke  on  my 

altars.”  ^ut 
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But  more  particularly  to  enumerate  the  important 
predictions  of  this  prophetical  hiftory.  It  contained,^ 
£rft  of  all,  a  lively  intimation,  that  in  the  fulnefs  of 
time  a  human  facrifice  ftiould  be  offered  up.  Indeed 
it  is  but  juft  and  equal  the  nature  that  finned  fhould 
fuffer  :  for  how  can  the  blood  of  harmlefs  beafts 
atone  for  the  fins  of  guilty  men  ?  And  this  might 
feem  to  have  been  confeffed  by  the  horrid  cuftom 
that  obtained  in  the  Gentile  world,  of  facrifrcing  men 
to  appeafe  the  wrath  of  their  deities.  But  the  living 
and  true  God  difcharged  fuch  direful  offerings  under 
the  fevered:  penalties  ;  not  only  for  their  evident  bar¬ 
barity,  but  becaufe  they  encroached  upon  the  plan  of  his 
infinite  wifdom,  and  anticipated  the  great  propitiation, 
who  was  to  be  a  human  facrifice,  although  he  was 
no  ordinary  perfon,  as  Ifaac  was  not  an  ordinary 
fon*.  Like  Ifaac,  he  was  the  fon  and  heir,  the  Son 
of  God,  and  the  heir  of  all  things.  A  beloved  Son  ; 
for  he  was  daily  his  delight,  before  the  mountains 
were  brought  forth  ;  and  oftener  than  once  it  was 
declared  by  a  voice  from  the  excellent  glory,  <£  This 
is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleafed.”* 
An  only  Son  ;  for  angels  and  faints,  though  ftyled 
the  fons  of  God,  have  no  claim  to  fuch  a  fonfhip  as 
the  filial  Godhead  is  poffeffed  of.  Ifaac,  thy  birth 
was  altogether  extraordinary,  both  by  the  father’s 
and  mother’s  fide,  furpaffing  the  ordinary  -courfe  of 
nature  ;  but  ftill  more  amazing  is  the  generation  of 
our  atoning  facrifice,  whofe  Father  as  God  was  the 
all-glorious  Jehovah,  and  whofe  mother  was  a  vir¬ 
gin.  The  event  of  his  birth,  like  Ifaac’s,  was  long 
foretold,  and  ardently  expedled  before  it  happened  ; 
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but,  though  long  delayed,  the  promife  was  pun&ually 
fulfilled  at  the  appointed  time.  His  name  imported 
joy  and  gladnefs.  In  Jefus,  the  true  Ifaac,  our 
mouths  fhall  be  filled  with  laughter,  and  our  tongues 
with  melody. 

Afk  you  the  manner  of  his  death  ?  Behold  it 
in  this  lively  type.  For  as  Ifaac  carried  the  wood, 
fo  the  beloved  Son  of  God  carried  his  crofs.  O  ye 
children  of  men,  your  iniquities  were  the  heavy  load 
he  bore  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree.  Thefe,  like  the 
wood  that  was  intended  to  reduce  Ifaac  to  afhes, 
rendered  him  combudible  to  the  fire  of  divine  wrath. 

It  was  for  no  crime  that  /Ifaac  was  to  fuffer  death 
in  this  tragical  manner  .;  yet  fuch  was  his  filial  piety, 
fuch  was  his  reverence  of  the  high  .  command,  that 
he  made  no  attempt  to  fave  his  life,  though  he  was 
able  to  have  done  it,  being  arrived  at  his  youthful 
prime.  Even  fo,  the  innocent*  Redeemer,  in  whom 
was  found  no  caufe  of  death,  no,  not  by  his  very 
judge,  he  abhorred  ,  not  >the  ignominious  crofs  ;  he 
fpared  not  ' to  employ  alb  the  legions  of  angels  that 
were  ready  at  his  back  ;  >  he  never  attempted  to 
make  his  efcape  when  his  time  was  come,  which  he 
had  often  done  before.  Though  he  had  throughly  di- 
gefted  in  his  mind  the  doleful  circumdances  of  his 
crucifixion,  he  betrayed  not  the  lead  unwillingnefs  to 
fubmit  to  his  heavenly  Father’s  will,  even  when  his 
human  heart  fhrinked  at  the  bitter  cup.  “  I  lay 
down,”  fays  he,  <c  my  life  :  no  man  taketh  it  from 
me.  '  This  commandment  have  I  received  from  the 

Father.1  Father,  not  my  will,  but  thine  be  done.”b 
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It  was  a  wound  from  the  hand  of  his  father  alone 
that  Ifaac  was  to  breathe  out  his  fouls,  and  by  him 
alone  was  the  funeral  pile  to  be  lighted  up.  l'or 
thefe  purpofes,  we  are  informed  in  the  facred  hiltory, 
he  carried  the  fire  and  the  knife.  It  was  not  the 
envy  of  the  Jews  ;  it  was  not  the  covetoufnels  ot 
Judas  ;  it  was  not  the  irrefolution  of  the  cowardly 
Roman  judge,  that  chiefly  configned  our  Ifaac  pver 
to  the  tormenting  crofs  :  but  being  delivered  by  the 
determinate  counfel  and  foreknowledge  of  God,  thefe 
only  proved  the  finful  executioners  of  the  high  de¬ 
cree.  Thy  burning  anger  again  ft  the  fons  of  men, 
O  heavenly  Father  !  was  the  fire  that  preyed  upon 
his  holy  foul.  Thy  juftice,  inflexibly  fevere,  was  the 
keen  flafhing  fword  which  awaked  againft  him,  and 
drank  his  vital  blood.  “  It  pleafed  the  Father  to 
bruife  him  :  thou  didft  put  him  to  grief.”3  And 
truly  many  of  the  fufferings  of  our  dying  Redeemer 
were  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  none  but  God  could  in¬ 
flict,  and  none  but  God  could  have  endured. 

Beyond  all  peradventure,  the  fcene  where  thefe 
things  were  trapfadfed  by  Abraham,  being  in  the 
land  of  Moriah^  could  not  be  far  diftant  from  the 
horrid  eminence  of  Calvary,  or  the  lovely  heights  of 
Zion.  It  is  a  circumftance  by  no  means  unworthy 
of  our  careful  attention,  that  the  true  propitiation  was 
offered  up  nearly  in  the  fame  place  where  the  beloved 
fon  of  Abraham  was  to  expire  upon  the  altar.  Ye 
mountains  of  Moriah,  your  name  may  now  be  Jeho¬ 
vah  j ire h  for  better  reafons  than  when  Abraham 
offered  up  for  his  Ifaac,  the  ram  which  was  caught  m 

the  thicket ;  for  God  has  now  provided  himfelf  a 
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Lamb,  and  in  thefe  mountains  the  Lord  was  feen 
putting  away  fin  by  the  facrifice  of  himfelf. 

It  was  not  poilible  for  a  mortal  creature  to  give  a 
higher  document  of  love  to  God,  than  by  facrificing 
for  his  fake  a  dearly  beloved  and  only  fon.  The 
whole  bidory  is  fo  amazing,  that  we  know  not 
whether  we  fhould  mod  admire  the  drange  com¬ 
mandment,  or  the  unparalleled  obedience.  Even  fo, 
it  was  not  poflible  for  the  immortal  God  to  give  a 
nobler  demondration  of  love  to  men,  than  by  deliv¬ 
ering  for.  their  fake  his,  only  begotten  Son  to  die  for 
their  offences  :  the  whole  tranfaflion^from  fird  to  lad, 
is  of  fuch  uncommon  nature,  and  fo  foreign  to  every 
human  plan  for  acceptance  with  God,  that  to  the  wife 
Greeks  it  was  mere  foolifhnefs,  and  to  the  Jews  a 
dumbling-block.  As  Abraham  could  not  without 
faith  have  acquiefced  in  the  precept,  no  more  can  we 
without  faith  acquiefce  in  the  gofpel-plan.  He* 
conflicted  not  with  Sarah,  when  he  was-called  to 
obey  ;  and  when  we  are  called  to  believe,  we  mud 
not  coniult  with  vain  philofophy.  Though  in  the 
mydery  of  Redemption  there  is  a  depth  of  wifdom, 
thy  line,  O  Reafon,  is  too  fhort  to  found  its  bottom. 
Reafon,  efpecially  in  its  depraved  date,  may  not  un¬ 
fitly  be  compared  to  the  patriarch’s  afs,  which  dayed 
at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  but  afcended  not  with  Ifaac  to 
the  facrifice.  It  is  the  province  of  faith  alone  to  af- 
cend  the  hill  of  the  Lord,  and  comprehend  the  love 
of  God  which  paffeth  knowledge. 

Ifaac,  it  is  true,  was  not  facrificed  ;  and  there 
was  no  need  that  God  fhould  raife  him  from  the 
dead,  as  the  patriarch  perhaps  expedled.  But  as  he 
was  in  a  manner  a  dead  man  during  all  the  three 
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days  that  intervened  betwixt  the  fentence  being  pafT- 
ed  again  ft  him,  and  the  reverfing  of  it  by  the  heaven¬ 
ly  voice,  it  may  be  truly  faid,  that,  “  in  a  figure  he 
was  received  from  the  dead.,,a  Exactly  io,  our 
true  Ifaac  was  received  on  the  third  day  from  the 
dead,  not  in  a  figure  only.  Like  Ifaac,  he  felt  no 
harm  ;  but,  “  O  death,  he  was  thy  plague  ;  O 
grave,  he  was  thy  deftruction.  b  Like  Ifaac,  ne  re¬ 
turned  to  his  Father’s  houfe  from  whence  he  came,  and 
became  a  father  of  many  nations,  who  are  begotten 
again  to  a  lively  hope  by  his  refurreftion  from  the 
dead  :  for  thus  the  prophet  Ifaiah  foretels,  with  ad¬ 
mirable  plainnefs  and  propriety,  “  When  thou,  O 
heavenly  Father,  (halt  make  his  foul  an  offering  fo^ 
fin,  he  fhall  fee  his  feed,  he  {hall  prolong  his  days, 
and  the  pleafure  of  the  Lord  fhall  profper  in  his 
hand.”c 

Forbear,  ye  children  of  men,  anxioufly  to  in¬ 
quire,  “  Wherewith  fhall  I  come  before  the  Lord, 
and  how  fhall  I  bow  myfelf  before  the  High  God  ? 
Shall  I  give  my  firft-born  for  my  tranfgreffion,  and 
the  fruit  of  my  body  for  the  fin  of  my  foul  ?  For  io, 
he  has  given  his  firft-born  to  atone  for  your  tranf- 
greffion,  and  the  Son  of  his  love  to  expiate  the  fin 
of  your  fouls  by  the  facrifice  of  himfelf.  Thus  hath 
he  fhewed  you  what  is  good  ;  and  what  doth  the 
Lord  require  of  thee,  but  to  do  juftly,  love  mercy, 
and  walk  humbly  with  thy  God 

D  2  V*  Thit  v 

a  Heb.  xi.  19.  b  Hof.  xiii.  14. 

c  Ifa.  liii.  10.  d  Mic.  vi.  6,  7,  8. 
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V.  The  H  istgry  of  Tacob, 

rTp 

.1  HE  hiflory  of  Jacob’s  life  is  alfo  ftored  witl> 
very  remarkable  incidents,  not  unlike  thofe  which 
befel  our  Lord  jefus  Chrifi,  or  •  which  haye  befallen 
the  church,  which  is  his  body,  and  his  other  felf,  in 
all  ages  of  the  world.  The  truth  of  this  will  eafily 
appear  in  the  following  parallel. 


i.  The  patriarch  Ja¬ 
cob  was  chofen  by  God, 
who  loved  him  before  he 
was  born,  to  be  the  pro¬ 
genitor  of  the  Jewilh  na¬ 
tion,  who  alfo  were  cho¬ 
fen  in  him  rather  than 
the  poiterity  of  Efau, 
called  in  the  fiyle  of  the 
prophet,.  The  border  of 
w'tckednefs ,  and  the  people 
cigainjl  whom  the  Lord 
hath  indignation  forever. 
2.  From  this  patriarch  the 
Jews,  the  peculiar  people 
of  God,  are  named  Ifrael- 
ites.  3.  From  him  fprung 
the  twelve  patriarchs, who 
were  the  fathers  of  that 
holy  nation  according  to 
the  flefh.  4.  Many  and 
great  were  the  hardfhips 
which  this  patriarch  con¬ 
fined  with  during  the 

courfe 


1.  The  Lord  Jefus 
Ohrid,  being  from  all 
everlaffing  the  peculiar 
object  of  the  Father’s 
love,  was  chofen  by  him 
before  the  mountains 
were  brought  forth  to  be 
the  Father  of  the  nations 
of  them  who  are  fayed  ; 
who  are  chofen  in  him 
that  they  fhould  be  holy 
and  diftinguilhed  from 
the  world  that  lies  in 
wickednefs.  2.  From  Je- 
fusChrifl,  the  chofen  gen¬ 
eration  are  named  Chrif- 
tians.  3.  And  the  twelve 
apoftles  of  the  Lamb,  are 
the  fathers  of  the  holy 
nation  according  to  the 
fpirit.  4.  Behold  and 
fee,  was  ever  any  forrow 
like  unto  his  ?  For  his 
whole  life  was  a  continu¬ 
al 
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courie  of  his  pilgrimage  ; 
for  it  appears  that  he  was 
the  moil  afflicted  of  all 
his  race,  both  on  account 
of  the  treatment  he  met 
with  from  Efau,  from 
Laban,  and  from  God 
himfelf  5.  Very  early  he 
began  to  druggie  with 
his  rough  brother  Efau, 
who  carried  his  enmity 
to  fuch  a  high  pitch,  as 
to  refolve  to  murder  him 
for  no  other  fault  than 
excluding  him  from  the 
privilege  of  birthright, 
which  himfeli  had  juffly* 
forfeited,  by  felling  it  for 
a  morfel  of  meat ;  and 
therefore  when  he  would 
afterwards  have  inherit¬ 
ed  the  blefling,  he  could 
not  by  all  his  tears  induce 
His  father  to  be  flow  it 
upon  hLm.  6.  In  vain 
fhall  you  think,  Q  pro¬ 
fane  Efau,  to  thwart  the 
unalterable  decree  ;  for 
the  elder  fhall  ferve  the 
younger,  and  the  poder- 
ity  of  Jacob  fhall  put 
garrifons  in  thy  drong 
holds.  7.  With  his  da 8* 
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al  war  with  woe.  Lie  was 
affii&ed  by  the  world, 
haraffed  by  the  devil,  and 
perfecuted  even  by  God 
himfelf  5.  Early,  very 
early  he  felt  the  ede<5ls  or 
the  world's  undeferved 
malice.  And  his  rough 
brethren,  the  Jews,  were 
fo  highly  incenfed  againil 
him,  as  to  embrue  their 
hands  in  his  blood.  And 
wherefore  did  ye  thus 
hate  him,  O  ye  malicious 
Jews  !  It  was  becaufe  you 
gloried  in  your  birth¬ 
right,  and  could  not  en¬ 
dure  that  the  kingdom  of 
God  fhould,  according  to 
his  do&rine,  be  taken 
from  you  and  transfer¬ 
red  to  the  defpifed  Gen¬ 
tiles,  though  you  had 
juftly  forfeited  all  title  to 
fuch  a  glorious  preroga¬ 
tive  by  your  great  con¬ 
tempt  of  fpiritual  and 
heavenly  bleflings.  6. 
But  be  of  good  cheer,  ye 
children  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
your  Lord  and  Mafter 
has  overcome  the  world. 
And  the  time  ftiall  come, 

when 
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Be  pafTed  over  Jordan, 
an  exile  from  his  father’s 
houfe  ;  he  ferved  for  a 
wife,  and  returned  again 
with  much  fubftance, 
having  multiplied  into 
two  bands.  8.  He  fpoil- 
ed  Laban  of  his  fubftance 
and  idols.  But  when  he 
followed  after  him,  to 
rumage  Jacob’s  tents,  he 
found  nothing  that  be¬ 
longed  to  him.  And 
when  he  departed  from 
Jacob,  the  angels  of  God 
met  him,  and  he  called 
the  place  Mahanaim. 
But  the  confli(5l  which 
Jacob  had  with  God  was 
by  far  the  mo  ft  myfte- 
rious  affliction.  Never 
was  the  patriarch  in 
greater  diftrefs.  Retir¬ 
ed  from  his  family,  and 
all  alone,  expe&ing  his 
brother  Efau  to  come 
upon  him  with  four  hun¬ 
dred  armed  men,  he 
pours  out  his  prayer  to 
God  ;  and  there  wreft- 
led  a  man  with  him  till 
the  breaking  of  the  day, 
to  whom  he  wept  and 

made 


when  the  faints  of  the 
Moft  High  fflall  take  the 
kingdom  ;  and  it  fflall 
be  faid,  Who  is  this 
that  cometh  from  Edom, 
with  dyed  garments  from 
'Rozrah  ?  7.  With  the 

ftaff  of  his  crofs  he  pair¬ 
ed  over  the  Jordan  of 
death  ;  and,  wandering 
an  exile  from  heaven,  his 
Father’s  houfe,  he  took 
on  him  the  form  of  a  fer- 
vant,  fuch  was  his  love 
to  the  church;)  and ‘af¬ 
terwards  was  followed 
by  the  two  bands  of  Jews 
and  Gentiles.  8.  The 
devil  fufpe&ing  that  this 
was  the  ftrong  man  who 
was  to  fpoii  his  goods, 
and  .utterly  aboliffl  the 
idols,  fiercely  aftaulted 
him ;  but  when  the  prince 
of  this  world  came  unto 
him  in  the  day  of  his 
temptation, he  found  noth¬ 
ing  in  him  ;  and'  when 
he  left  our  Saviour,  the 
angels  came  and  minif- 
tered  unto  him.  But  the 
conflict  which  our  Lord 
had  with  the  wrath  of 

God, 
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made  fupplication.  But  God,  was  the  greateft  ot 
at  laft  he  is  victorious  ;  all  his  afflictions.  It  was 
his  life  is  preferved  ;  and  the  lively  feeling  of  al¬ 
bs  obtains  the  bleffing.  mighty  anger  that  made 

him  fweat  blood  :  when 
retired  from  his  difciples5 
afid  expecting  the  multi¬ 
tude  to  come  upon  him 
with  fwords  and  ftaves, 
he  offered  up  prayers  and 
{applications  with  ftrong 
cries  and  tears,  to  him 
that  was  able  to  fave  him 
from  death.  But  at  laft 
he  prevails  to  obtain  the 
bleffmg,  having  endured 
the  wrath  of  God. 

And  as  Jacob  was  obliged  to  go  down  to  Egypt 
in  his  old  age,  to  preferve  his  lii£  from  a  cruel  famine  ; 
fo  Chrift  Jefas  ded  into  Egypt  when  he  was  a  child, 
to  preferve  his  life  from  a  bloody  tyrant.  Afterwards 
was  the  faying  of  the  prophet  fulfilled,  Out  of 
Egypt  have  I  called  my  Son.,,a  And,,laftly,.  As  Ja¬ 
cob  left  the  world' blefling  his  fons,  fo  Chrift  left  the 
world  blefling  his  apoftles. 

But  he  was  alfo  a  type  of  the  myftical  body  of 
Chrift,  and  indeed  of  every  faint, — whether  yon 
view  him -as  chofen  in  the  womb,— driving  at  his 
birth, — buying  the  birthright — meeting  the  angels  of 
God, — wffeftling  with  the  Angel  of  the  covenant, — * 
or  buried  in  Canaan  after  a  troublefome  life.  Be¬ 
hold 

a  Matth,  if 
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hold  in  aU  thefe  an  emblem  of  every  one  who  is  an 
Ifraelite  indeed. 

His  election  in  the  womb  fignifies  how  all  the  feed 
of  Jacob  are  chofen  to  falvation.  “  Was  not  Efau 
Jacob’s  brother,”3  his  elder  brother,  and  indeed  a 
itronger  child  ?  for  his  hairy  Ikin  portended  the  vig¬ 
our  of  his  conditution.  *et  was  he  not  chofen  to 
inherit  the  patriarchal  blefling.  The  happy  perfons 
whom  he  choofes  to  inherit  the  bleflings  of  eternity,  * 
are  fo  far  from  being  better  than  other  their  fellow* 
creatures,  that,  for  the  mod  part,  they  are  greatly 
inferior,  both  in  the  endowments  of  the  mind,  and 
outward  worldly  didinftions.  “  Even  fo,  Father, 
for  fo  it  feemeth  good  in  thy  fight  !”b 

His  draggling  at  his  birth,  when  he  took  hold  of 
his  brother’s  heel,  might  be  intended  to  fignify,  that 
,  every  true  Ifraelite  mud  drive,  before  he  come  to 
the  poffedion  of  thofe  bleflings  that  are  defigned  for 
him  in  the  purpofe.of  God.,  Ele&ing  love  indeed 
prevents,  but  not  excludes  our  fighting  the  good  fight 
of  faith,  and  laying  hold  upon  eternal  life.  Mifera- 
bly  fliall  they  be  difappointed,  who  dream  of  feizing 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  without  violence.  When 
the  hufbandman  can  reafonably  iiope,  that  indolence 
will  fill  his  barns  with  plenty  ;  when  the  foldier  can 
think  that  viftory  will  prefent  him  with  her  palms, 
without  driking  a  blow  ;  then  may  the  yawning 
Ghridian,  whom  it  grieves  to  work  out  his  own  fal¬ 
vation  with  fear  and  trembling,  expeft  to  reap  fruit 
unto  life  eternal,  and  tread  upon  the  high-places  of 
•  his  fpiritual  foes. 

His 

a  Mai,  i.  a.  b  Matth.  k.  26. 
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His  buying  the  birthright  for  pottage,  ludicrous  as 
it  feems,  perhaps  may  denote  the  high  edeem  which 
all  the  true  feed  of  Jacob  have  of  fpi ritual  ble flings. 

O  wretched  exchange  1  to  barter  for  the  fatisfa&ion 
of  a  moment  what  was  more  valuable  than  an  hun¬ 
dred  lives  !  Profane  Efau,  was  it  nothing  valuable 
to  inherit  the  blefiing  or  Abraham ,,  to  be  the  progen¬ 
itor,  of  the  Meffiah,  and  to  entail  on  thy  poderity 
the  true  knowledge  of  God  ?  All  this  was  under¬ 
valued,  when  the  birthright  was  defpifed.  Ye  Efaus 
'  of  the  world,  take  to  yourfelves  your  prefect  fenfual 
gratifications  ;  and  e deem  nothing  good  but  prefen t 
fatisfa&ions,  fill  your  bellies  with  the  hidden  treafure 
of  God,  and,  for  the  fhort-lived  pleafures  of  fin,  re¬ 
nounce  your  part  in  heavenly  felicities,  and  bury, 
without  one  figh,  each  glorious  hope.  But  let  the 
houfe  of  Ifrael  labour  for  the  meat  that  endures  to 
everlading  life  ;  let  them  implore  the  cheerful  light 
of  God’s  countenance  ;  let  them  enjoy  the  vifion  of 
his  face  in  righteoufnefs  ;  and,  when  infpired  with 
thefe  blifsful  expe&ations,  all  fublunary  joys  diall  in 
.comparifon  be  no  more  regarded  than  was  thy  pot¬ 
tage,  Jacob,  in  comparifon  of  the  birthright. 

His  receiving  the  blefiing  from  his  father  in  the 
garments  of  Efau,  which  his  mother  arrayed  him 
with,  may  be  viewed  as  a  faint  fhadow  of  our  receiv¬ 
ing  the  blefiing  from  God  in  the  garments  of  Jefus 
Chrid,  which  all  the  children  of  the  promife  do  wear. 
When  found  in  Chrid,  and  clothed  with  the  per¬ 
fumed  robes  of  righteoufnefs  imputed,  the  garments 
of  our  elder  brother,  our  gracious  God  and  Father 
will  forget  our  finful  impel  fedfions,  and  beholding 
no  iniquity  in  Jacob,  nor  perverfenefs  in  Ifrael,  will 

blefs 
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blefs  us  with  all  fpiritual  bleflings  in  Chrid  Jefus.  It 
was  not  the  feigned  venifon,  but  the  borrowed  gar¬ 
ments,  that  procured  the  blefling.  Even  fo  we  are 
not  blefled  by  God  for  our  good  works,  however 
pleafing  unto  him,  but  for  the  righteoufnefs  of  our 
Redeemer  :  for  fhould  we  prefame  to  appear  in  the 
prefence  of  Jehovah,  without  this  mod  necelfary 
precaution,  of  putting  on  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrid,  our 
performances,  however  fpecious,  could  meet  with  no 
acceptance,  but  the  evil  which  Jacob  greatly  feared 
would  come  upon  us  ;  we  would  procure  to  ourfelves 
-a  curfe,  and  not  a  blefling. 

His  meeting  the  angels,  after  his  interview  with 
Laban,  when  he  called  the  name  of  the  place  Ma - 
hanaim ,  was  not  only  defgned  to  animate  his  cour¬ 
age  amidd  the  dangers  that  furrounded  him  in  that 
journey  ;  but  alfo  to  hint  unto  us  what  is  the  didin- 
guifhed  privilege  of  all  the  children  of  Jacob  in  their 
militant  fate  :  for  “  the  angel  of  the  Lord  encamps 
round  about  them  that  fear  him.?,a  The  defpifer  of 
his  birthright,  whofe  refentment  Jacob  dreaded, 
comes  indeed  efcorted  by  four  hundred  men.  But 
what  were  thefe  to  Jacob’s  invifible  guard?  This 
honour  have  all  his  faints,  who  come  to  the  innum-  < 
erable  company  of  angels,  the  miniftrant  fpirits  of 
the  heirs  of  falvation,  and  the  bright  guardians  of 
the  jud. 

His  wredling  with  the  Angel,  who  doubtlefs  was 
-the  Captain  of  the  hod  that  appeared  to  him  in  the 
likenefs  of  a  man,  (a  prelude  of  his  future  incarna¬ 
tion^)  over  whom  he  obtained  the  victory,  and  from 
whom  he  received  the  blefling  when  he  wept  and 

'made 
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made  fupplication, — may  be  confidered  as  a  figure  of 
that  great  fight  of  affliction  which  the  beloved  of  the 
Lord  may  lay  their  account?  with  in  the  night  of  this 
world.  Even  the  Lord  himfelf  may  feem  to  dand 
againd  them  with  his  right  hand  as  an  adverfary. 
But  as  thfe  mighty  wredler  with  Jacob  affumed  no 
greater  drength  than  might  be  overcome,  fo  God, 
that  is  faithful,  will  proportion  the  trials  of  his  peo¬ 
ple  to  the  drength  he  has  given  them.  And  by 
their  {Length  (which  yet  is  not  their  own)  they  (hall 
prevail  ;  for  he  that  is  in  appearance  againd,  i«  real¬ 
ly  for  them,  and  (Longer  for  them  than  againd  them. 
If  he  cads  down,  it  is  but  with  his  left,  but  he  up¬ 
holds  them  with  his  right  hand.  Myderious,  but 
comforting  truth !  hard  to  exprefs,  but  fweet  to 
know.  Never  was  Jacob  more  happy  *  than  when 
he  feemed  mod  miferable  ;  nor  more  drong,  than 
when  he  feemed  mod  weak  ;  for  at  once  he  was 
lamed  and  bleffed,  conquered  and  victorious.  A 
lively  emblem  this  of  what  ufually  befals  the  rem¬ 
nant  of  Jacob  1  for  “  happy  is  the  man  whom  God 
correCteth.”  The  love  of  the  Lord  towards  the 
children  of  Ifrael  is  written  in  the  mod  rigorous  dif- 
penfations  :  when  they  are  weak,  then  are  they 
drong  ;.and  what  he  takes  away  from  them  in  one 
way,  he  redores  to  advantage  in  another.  O  happy 
they,  who  think  it  no  folitude  to  be  alone  with  God! 
Glorious  things  are  fpoken  of  thee,  O  duty  of  pray¬ 
er  !  He  who  can  prevail  with  God,  needs  not  feat 
that  man  fhould  prevail  againd  him. 

His  burial  in  Canaan,  the  land  of  promife,  after  a 
life  of  lingular  affliction,  may  represent  the  diRin- 
guilhed  lot  of  all  the  faithful,  chofen,  and  called, 
i  E  who, 
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'who,  after  a  fhort  courfe  of  pilgrimage,  harafled  with 
anxious  cares  and  forrows,  do  red  in  the  promifed 
land  of  the  heavenly  Canaan.  And  truly  the  be¬ 
loved  Jacob  had  fhared  no  happinefs,  to  be  compared 
with  hated  Efliu’s,  if  in  this  life  only  he  had  hope. 
Who  would  not  rather  judge,  that  Efau  was  beloved 
of  God,  and  Jacob  hated,  if  love  or  hatred  could 
certainly  be  known  by  that  which  happens  under  the 
fun  ?  Aiid  were  the  Chridian  to  bound  his  views  by 
the  grave,  fhould  his  hopes  terminate  in  death  ;  ah  ! 
then,  he  were  the  mod  wretched  of  his  race,  and  at 
his  bed  edate  he  were  altogether  vanity. 

O  eternal  joys  above  !  O  glorious  rewards  !  re¬ 
served  in  heaven  for  thofe  who  feek  for  glory,  hon¬ 
our,  and  bflfsful  immortality,  by  patient  continuance 
in  well-doing  ;  without  you,  even  pure  and  undefiled 
religion  could  fcarce  compenfate  the  aftli&ions  of  this 
prefent  life,  to  which  we  are  expofed  as  men  and 
Chridians.  But  thefe  affert  the  glorious  prerogative 
of  religion,  and  the  fuperior  happinefs  of  faints. 
Though  the  days  of  their  pilgrimage,  like  Jacob’s, 
be  few  and  evil ;  yet  dill  they  are  a  people  faved  by 
the  Lord,  who  has  bleffed  them,  and  they  fhall  be 

blefied-.  , 
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TldE  hidory  of  Jofeph’s  life  is  doubtlefs  one  oi 

the  mod  entertaining  and  eventful  which  all  antiquity 

can  boad  of.  Upon  it  are  infcribed,  in  mod  lively 

characters,  at  once  the  terrible  edetts  of  malice  and 

envy, 


« 


envy,  and  the  watchful  care  of  Providence  over  the 
caufe  of  injured  virtue  and  inn'ocence.  But  the  mod 
remarkable  thing  that  claims  our  attention  here,  is 
the  furpnfing  likenefs  betwixt  tne  whole  natiativC 
and  the  hiftbry  of  Jefus  Chrid,  of  whom  it  may  tru¬ 
ly  be  faid,  u  The  archers  have  forely  grieved  him,  but 
his  bow  abode  in  its  drength,  and  the  arms  of  his 
hands  were  made  ftrong  by  the  hands  ox  the  raigmy 
God  of  Ja.cobTa 

He  was  the  beloved  fon  of  Iris  father  Jacob  *,  and 
truly  he  feems  to  have  been  worthy  of  fuch  paternal 
favour  ;  for,  deteding  the  wickednefs  of  his  brethren, 
he  reported  their  faults.  This,  with  his  prophetic 
dreams  which  he  tcdd  them  of,  fo  dung  them  with 
envy  and  refentment,  that  they  could  not  (peak 
peaceably  to  him,  nor  look  at  him  but  with  difguil 
and  averfion.  Their  caufelefs  anger  is  turned  into 
obdurate  hatred  of  their  brother,  and  foon  they  find 
an  opportunity  of  wreaking  theif  bloody  rage.  Pie 
is  fent  by  his  father  to  inquire  of  their  welfare,  when 
feeding  their  flocks  in'  the  wildernefs ;  and,  dreading 
no  harm,  as  he  was  innocent  and  flranger  to  offence, 
he  carefully  inquires  after  them,  till  at  lad  he  finds 
them  out.  But,  ah  1  “  he  looked  for  brethren,  and 
behold  .murderers  !  Wrath  is  cruel,  and  anger  is 
outrageous  :  but  who  can  dand  before  baleful  envy  ?”b 
Tranfported  with  this  blind  fury,  they  not  only  for¬ 
get  that  they  are  brethren,  but  forget  that  they  are 
men  ;  and  take  horrid  counfel  againd  the  darling 
youth,  to  embrue  their  hands  in  his  guiltlefs  blood. 
One  more  merciful  than  the  red  moves  that  they  cad 
him  into  a  pit,  rather  than  murder  him  outright :  for 

he 

3  Gea.  xlix.  23,  24.  k  Prov,  xxvii.  4, 


5  5 


Typical  Per  fans.  [Book  L 

he  intended  by  this  artifice,  at  once  to  indulge  their 
fury,  and  to  elude  it,  by  finding  means  to  reft  ore 
him  again  to  his  father.  The  motion  takes.  They 
ft  rip  him  of  his  garment  with  many  colours  ;  and, 
regardlefs  of  the  anguifh  of  his  foul,  they  let  him 
down  into  the  pit ;  but  themfelves,  O  cruel  mon- 
fleis  !  ‘*fat  down  to  eat  and  drink,  for  they  were 
not  grieved  for  the  adf<dion  of  JofephT3  Here 
they  defigned  to  leave  him  to  perifh  miferably  in 
mournful  folitude  ;  but  Providence  preferved  him  to. 
better  things :  for,  lifting  up  their  eyes,  they  fee  ap¬ 
proaching  a  company  of  merchants,  who  were  of 
Ifnmaefs  race,  and  earned  balm  and  ''myrrh  from 
mount  Gilead  into  Egypt.5  Then  did  his  favage 
brethren  refolve  to  fell  Egypt’s  future  lord  to  the 
merchants  for  twenty  pieces  of  fiver  :  and,  td  cloak 
their  matohlefs  villah^,  they  dipt  his  garment  in 
ble^rd,  and  (hewing  it  ’to  his  father,  pretended  that 
feme  wild  bead  had  devoured  him.  Such  were  once 
the  men,  O  ye  Jews,  in  whom  ye  glory  as  your  pro¬ 
genitors  !  The  innocent  fuderer  is  fold  a  fecond  time 
to  Potiphar  in  Egypt,  in  whofe  fervice  he  acquitted 
himfelf  fo  well,  as  to  gain  the  good  graces  of  his 
maffer,  who  repofed  in  him  the  mod  entire  confi¬ 
dence,  and  entruded  him  with  the  foie  management 
of  his  affairs.  But  foon,  alas  !  the  temptations  of 
his  midrefs  are  likely  to  prove  no  lefs  dangerous  than 
the  malice  of  his  brethren.  He  preferved  indeed 

A 

his  chadity  by  the  fear  of  the  Lord  ;  but,  incurring 
the  undeierved  fufpicion  of  a  bafe  crime,  he  is  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  dungeon  by  his  too  partial  mafter,  as 
before  he  had  been  cad  into  the  pit  by  his  cruel 

brethren*. 
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brethren.  But  “  the  king  feint  and  loofed  Pim,  and 
the  ruler  of  the  people  fet  him  free.”3  For,  a,s  he 
expofed  himfelf  to  all  his  troublefome  adventures,  by 
telling  his  own  dreams  ;  fo,  by  interpreting  the 
dreams  of  othersyhe  laid  the  foundation  of  his  fub- 
fequent  grandeur.  On  a  fudaen  his  priion  is  turned 
into  a  palace,  his  irons  a  chain  of  gold.  Potiphai  s  fei- 
vant  is  become  Potiphar’s  lord.  He  “whofe  feet  were 
hurt  with  fetters,  now  binds  the  pnnees  at  pleauic, 
and  teaches  the  fenators  wifdom.  ^  And  as  he 
moves  along  the  crowded  Fleets,  a  heiald  proclaims 
before  him,  “  Bow  the  knee.”c  And  now  he  feeds 
from  his  hoarded  granaries  the  darving  nations  ;  for 
he  wifely  provided  againd  toe  appioach  of  the  fam¬ 
ine  he  foretold.  The  fubjeds  of  Pharaoh  acknowl¬ 
edge  him  the  faviour  of  their  lives.  His  unkind 
‘brethren,  impelled  by  hunger,,  and  hard'  neceility, 
come  alfo  among  the  fupplicants,  to  fulfil  his. di earns, 
which  they  once  vainly  imagined  they  had  rendered 
forever  1  abortive.  He  remembered  the  tiaces  of 
their  countenances  ;  and,  by  various  harfh  methods, 
he  explores  the  fincerity  of  their  repentance,  and  ac¬ 
quaints  himfelf  with'  the  circum (ranees  of  their  fami¬ 
ly.  At  lad,  his  bowels  yearned  towards  them,  and 
piteous  of  their  mifery,  as  being  diffidently .  chadifed, 
he  makes  himfelf  known  to  them  ;  buries  in  oblivion 
their  pad  mifdemeanors  ;  and  tranfports  them  to 
dwell  with  him,  where  he  nouriffies  them  like  a  fa¬ 
ther  in  the  midd  of  a  terrible  and  extenlive  famine. 
And  thus  what  was  intended  by  the  wickednefs  of 
men  as  thl  means  of  extirpating  the  name  of  Jofeph 
out  of  the  earth,  was  over-ruled,  by  the  wifdom  of 

E  2  God, 
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God,  for  bringing  about  his  glorious  exaltation  for 
laving  the  lives  of  much  people,  and  even  the  lives 
oi  thole  who  fought  his  death. 

.  ^  Lch  things  are  an  allegory.  For  Jefus  Chrid 
is  the  true  Jofeph,  if  you  .view  him  as  a  beloved  fon  ; 
an  arte  6li  on  ate  brother  ;  a  trudy  fervant  ;  an  iilumi- 
nated  prophet  ;  a  refider  of  temptations  ;  a  forgiver 
of  injuries  ;  but  chiefly  it  you  conhder  him  as  an  in- 

noceot  fufferer  ;  an  exalted  Prince  ;  and  an  univer- 
lal  Saviour. 

Like  Jofeph,  he  was  a  beloved  fon,  whom  God 
the  Father  has  bleffed  above  all  his  brethren.  Jacob 
made  for  Jofeph  a  garment  of  divers  colours  ;  and 
God  prepared  for  Chrid  a  body  curioufly  wrought 
m  the  lower  parts  of  the  earth.  Like  Jofeph  he  is 
an  affectionate  brother.  Fie  came  to  feek  his  breth¬ 
ren  in  the  wildernefs  of  this  world,  though  they  re¬ 
ceived  him  not.  He  knows  them  when  they  know 
not  him  ;  and  his  bowels  yearn  towards  them,  even 
when  he  feems  fevere.  He  may  deal  roughly  with 
them  at  fird,  but  he  will  have  mercy  upon  them  at 
the  lad.  He  liberally  fupplies  their  wants  without 
money  and  without  price  ;  and  at  lad  will  bring  them 
to  dwell  with  him  in  the  heavenly  Canaan,  where 
they  {hall  behold  his  glory,  and  be  abundantly  fatis- 
fied  vvith  the  fatnefs  of  his  houfe.  Like  Jofeph,  he 
was  a  trudy  fervant,  acquitting  himfelf  dexteroufly 
in  every  part  of  the  work  that  was  given  him  to  do  : 
even  as  the  prophet  alfo  foretels,  “  Behold  my  fer¬ 
vant  fhall  deal  prudently,  he  fhall  be  exalted,  he  fhall 
he  extolled,  and  be  very  high.”a  Like  jofeph,  he 
is  a  mod  illuminated  prophet,  in  whom  the  Spirit  o£ 

•  God 
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God  is, — none  fo  difcreet  and  wife  as  he, — the  true 
Zaphnathpaneah,  or  revealer  of  fecrets,  who  is  worthy: 
to  take  the  fealed  book  of  God’s  decreets,  and  open 
ks  feven  feals.  Like  Jofeph,  he  was-  a  redder  of 
temptations  ;  for  he  was  folicited  in  vain  to  fpiritual 
adultery  by  the  great  enemy  of  falvation,  when  he 
faid  unto  him,  u  All  thele  will  I  give  thee,  if  thou, 
wilt  fall  down  and  worlhip  me.”a  Though  this  har¬ 
lot  world  hath  cad  down,  wounded,  and  dain  many 
llrong  men,  our  Jofeph  overcame  her  :  his  heart  de¬ 
clined  not  to  her  ways  :  he  went  not  adray  in  her 
paths,  though  in  the  encounter  he  was  dript  of  his 
mortal  life,  which  he  willingly  refigned.  Like  Jo¬ 
feph,  he  was  and  is  a  forgive r  of  injuries  :  for  as  on 
the  crofs  he  implored  forgivenefs  to  his  murderers 
with  his  expiring  breath  ;  fo  on  the  throne  he  gave 
repentance  unto  Ifrael,  and  remiflion  of  fin  ;  many 
of  them  whofe  hand  had  been  very  deep  in  that 
bloody  tragedy  of  his  crucifixion,  being  brought  to  a 
fincere  profefhon,,  that,  u  Verily,  they  were  guilty 
concerning  their  brother,”5  and  the  blood  which 

they  impioufly  died,  fpoke  better  things  than  that  of 
Abel.  6 

But  chiefly  let  us  view  him  as  an  innocent  fufFer- 
er,  whofe  Offerings  iflued  in  glory  to  himfelf,  and 
univerfal  good  to  men.  Jofeph  is  mortally  hated  of 
his  brethren,  and  the  butt  of  their  envy,  becaufe  he 
expofed  their  wicked  courfes,  and  foretold  his  own 
advancement.  For  thefe  fame  reafons  was  Jeflis 
Chrid  hated  by  the  JeWs  ;  and  Pilate  knew  that  for 
envy  they  delivered  him.  Jofeph  was  derided  of 
his  brethren  as  an  idle  fantadic  dreamer ;  and  Jefus 

Chrid 
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Chrift  was  efteemed  a  doting  enthufiaft,  a  madman, 
and  one  befide  himfelf.  Jofeph’s  brethren  confpir- 
ed  againft  him  to  take  away  his  life  :  and  .of  Jefus 
Chrift  it  is  prophefted,  “  Why  do  the  heathen  rage,  . 
and  the  people  imagine  a  vain  thing,  to  plot  againft 
the  Lord,  and  againft  his  anointed.”*  Jofeph’s 
brethren  ftript  him  of  his  garments  which  his  father- 
made  for  him  ;  and  of  Jefus  Chrift  it  is  faid,  u  They 
parted  my  garments  among  them,  and  caft  lots  for 
my  vefture.”b  Jofeph  was  caft  into  a  pit,”  but  he 
remained  not  long  there  Jefus  Chrift  was  laid,  in 
the  grave,  but  he  faw  no  corruption.  Jofeph  was 
fold  for  a  fervant  by  the  advice  of  the  patriarch 
Judah  ;  and  Jefus.  Chrift  was,  by  the  apoftle  Judas, 
fold  for  thirty  pieces  of  fd-ver,  the  price  ol  a  ftave  : 
a  goodly  price  he  was  prized  at  by  them  !  Jofeph  was 
unjuftly  accufed  in  Egypt,  and  caft  into  a  dungeon 
with  two  noted  criminals,  Pharaoh7 s  butler  and 
baker  ;  Jefus  Chrift  was  unjuftly  condemned  in  Ca¬ 
naan,  and  crucified  between  two  thieves.  Jofeph 
adjudged  the  one  criminal  to  death,  and  the  other 
to  life,  from  the  fame  omens  ';  Jefus  Chrift  adjudg¬ 
ed  one  of  the  thieves  to  everlafting  life,  while  the 
other  was  allowed  to  perifti.  after  the  fame  deferts. 
Jofeph  .  entreated  the  perfon  whom  he  delivered,  to 
■remember  him  when  he  came  to  his  glory  ;  but  the 
perfon  whom  Jefus  Chrift  delivered  prayed  him,  “  O 
Lord,  remember  me  w-hen  thou  Cornell  into  thy  king¬ 
dom. ,?c  Jofeph  indeed  could  but  foretel  his  com¬ 
panion’s  deliverance  ;  but  Chrift  Jefus  effected,  by 

7  his 
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his  own  power,  what  he  'foretold,  “  To-day  fhak 
thou  be  with  me  in  paradife.”a 

Such  were  the  patriarch’s  unparalleled  afili&ions  ; 
but  as  he  foon  emerged  from  thefe  deep  plunges  of 
adverfity,  becoming,  inftead  of  a  forlorn  priioner, 
a  prime  minifler  of  (fate. ;  lo  Jefus  Chrifl  was  taken 
from  prifon  and  from  judgment,  and  u  receives  from 
God  the  Father,  honour  and  glory,  and  a  name  above 
every  name  :  that  at  the  name  of  Jefus  every  knee 
fliould  bow,,  of  things  in  heaven,  things  in  earth, 
and  things  under  the  earth  :  and  every  tongue  con- 
fefs,  that  Jefus  Chrilf  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God: 
the  Father.”5  Behold,  ye  midaken  Jews,  how  vain 
were  all  your  machinations  to  frudrate  his  predic¬ 
tions  1  Even  you  yourfeives  became  fubfervient  to 
fulfil  the  grand  delign,  when  you  killed  the  Prince 
of  Life,  who  was,  by  differing  death,  to  enter  into  his 
glory.  Here  the  patriarch’s  fpeech  to  his  penitent 
brethren  may  be  fitly  applied,  “  As  for  you,  ye 
thought  evil  againfi  me,  but  God.  meant  it  unto  good) 
to  bring  to  pafs,  as  at  this  day,  to  fave  much  people 
alive. ”c 

For,  as  the  bufferings  and  glory  of  Jofeph  blued  in 
the  common  falvation  of  the  lives  of  Pharaoh’s  fyb- 
jetds,  and  the  family  of  Jacob,  who  was  a  Syrian 
ready  to  perifh  ;  even  fo.thy  bufferings,  and  thy  glo¬ 
ry,  O  thou  once  humbled,  but  now  exalted  Redeem¬ 
er,  were  ordained  for  the  falvation  of  the  world, 
both  Jews  and  Gentiles,  from  a  far  more  dreadful 
deflru6fion  than  a  famine-  of  bread  or  water  S  Go 
unto  this  Jofeph  for  the  fupply  of  your  numerous 
wants,  ye  that  are  ready  to  perifh..  His  fulnefs  fh all 

never 
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never  be  exhauded,  be  their  number  ever  fo  great 
who  receive  out  of  it.  O  that  his  glory  might  be 
the  joy  of  our  heart,  and  the  grand  theme  of  every 
tongue  !  With  what  cheerfulnefs  ought  we  to'  for- 
lake  the  duff  of  all  -terreftrial  things,  when  Jofepb  is 
alive,  that  we  may  be  with  him,  where  he  is,  and 
enjoy  thefe  bleflings  that  are  “  on  the  head  of  Jefas 
Chrilc,  and  on  the  crown  of  the  head  of  him  that" 
was  feparated  from  his  brethren 
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EiOUGH  Chrid  and  Mofes  may  feem,  indeed, 
in  one  view,  to  be  as  unlike  one  another  as  the  gof- 
pel  and  the  law  ;  as  the  miriidration  of  righteoufneis 
and  the  min  id  ration  of  condemnation  ;  we  may, 
however,  obferve  in  the  character  and  hidory  of  this 
extraordinary  man,  a  great  refemblance  to  thofe  of 
Jefus  Chrid  ;  whether  we  confider  him  as  a  deliv¬ 
erer,  a  mediator,  a  lawgiver,  or  a  prophet. 

Fird,  Let  us  view  Mofes  as  a  deliverer  of  his  na¬ 
tion  from  the  bondage  of  Egypt.  To  this  end  he 
was  born  ;  and  when  his  life  was  fought  by  a  bloody 
tyrant,  who  murdered  his  fellow-infants,  he  was 
miracuioully  preferred  by  his  reputed  mother,  who 
gave  him- a  royal  education.  But  when  he  was  come 
to  years,,  and  capable  of  judging  for  himfelt,  he  def- 
pifed  the  "pleafures  of  a  court,  and  chofe  rather  to 
claim  kindred  with  oppreded  daves,  becaufe  they 
were  the  people  of  God,  than  with  the  daughter  ot 
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Pharaoh,  by  whofe  right,  perhaps,  he  might  have  in¬ 
herited  the.  crown  of  Egypt.  At  lad,  -  though  his 
very  brethren  thru  ft  him  away,  faying,  “  Who  made 
thee  a  ruler  and  a  judge  ?”a  he  accomplifhes  their  ref- 
cue  from  the  land  of  Nile,  fpoiling  the  Egyptians  of 
their  gold  and  lilver,  d^ftroying  their  firft  born,  and 
drowning  in  the  Red  Sea  the  flower  of  their  eimy  ; 
and  all  this  by  means  of  the  blood  of  a  lamb  which 
he  fhed,  and  by  his  wonder-working  rod.  Even  fo 
the  birth  of  the  deliverer,  who  came  from  Zion  to 
refcue  from  the  oppreffion  of  far  worie  enemies  than 
the  Egyptians  or  the  Romans,  was  fignalized  with 
the  cruel  butchering  of  the  infants  in  Bethlehem  by 
Herod’s  minifters  of  blood.  But  the  perfecuted 
Babe  finds  a  fafe  retreat  in  Egypt,  whither  he  was 
conveyed  by  the  guardian  care  of  his  fuppofed  fa¬ 
ther.  And  when  he  was  come  to  years,  he  difdain- 
ed  an  earthly  crown,  when  the  Jews  would  have 
taken  him  by  force,  and  made  him  a  king  ;  as  before 
he  had  in  a  fort  left  for  a  time  the  court  of  heaven, 
the  bofom  of  his  Father,  and  the  longs  of  hymning 
cherubim,  to  endure,  in  thefe  regions  of  mortality, 
afflidfion  for  the  people  of  God  :  for  as  Mofes  had 
a  refpedt  to  the  recompenfe  of  reward  ;  fo  “  he,  for 
■the  joy  that  was  fet  before  him,  endured  the  crofs, 
and  defpifed  the  fhame.,?b  And  though  6  his  breth¬ 
ren  underftood  not  at  firft,  that  God,  by  his  hand, 
would  deliver  them,”c  and  refufed  him  as  an  impof- 
tor  ;  at  laft  he  accomplifhes  their  redemption  from 
the  cruel  bondage  of  the  devil,  whofe  power  he  def- 
troyed,  by  fhedding  his  own  blood,  and  by  fending 
the  rod  of  his  ftrength  out  of  Zion.  By  thek  del- 
-  ’  -  piked 
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pifed  means  does  the  Captain  of  falvation  bring  many 
fons  to  glory,  through  raging  feas  of  affli<51ions 
through  wade  and  howling  wildernefles  of  various 
temptations,  till  they  arrive  in  that  happy  country 
which  God  has  efpied  for  them,  which  is  the  glory 
of  all  lands. 

As  by  a  prophet  the  Lord  brought  Ifrae.l  out  of 
Egypt ;  it  is  further  to  be  obferved,  that  he  a&ed 
the  part  of  a  mediator  between  God  and  Ifrael,  both 
when  they  fought  with  Amalek,  when  they  received 
the  law,  and  when  they  made  the  Calf  in  Horeb  ;  in 
all  which  in  fiances  he  may  be  viewed  as  a  lively  type 
of  the  one  Mediator  between  God  and  man,  the  man 
Chriff  Jefus.  When  the  militant  church  is  fighting 
in  the  valley  of  th^s  world,  as  an  Amalek  fhali  never 
be  wanting  from  generation  to  generation,  their  vic¬ 
tory  depends  not  fo  much  on  their  own  prowefs  and 
martial  fkill,  as  on  lifting  up  the  hands  of  our  great 
IntercefTor,  who,  like  Mofes,  appears  in  the  prefence  - 
of  God  upon  a  high  mountain  and  eminent,  even  far 
above  all  heavens.  Behold,  all  ye  who  are  fighting 
the  good  fight  of  faith,  how  your  great  Mediator’s 
hands  are  lifted  up  towards  the  throne  of  God. 
The  hands  of  Mofes  could  not  long  endure  to  be 
flretched  out  ;  they  were  heavy  and  weak,  and  be¬ 
hoved  to  be  flrengthened  and  fupported.  But  Jefus 
Chriff  he  fainteth  not,  neither  is  weary,  though  his 
hands  be  flretched  out  flill :  therefore  fhali  ye  pre¬ 
vail  who  fight  under  his  banner,  and  have  reafon  to 
fay,  6i  Thanks  be  unto  God  who  giveth  us  the  vic¬ 
tory  through  Jefus  Chriit  our  Lord.5,a  And  as  the 
law  was  ordained  by  angels  in  the  hand  of  Mofes  as  , 

a  mediator  ; 
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a  mediator  ;  (for  they  to  whom  it  was  publifhed 
.  were  afraid,  by  reafon  of  the  fire,  and  dreadful  fourfd 
which  they  heard/and  went  not  up  to  the  mount ;) 
To  Jelus  Chrift  our  Lord  (lands  betwixt  the  terrible 
majefry  of  an  angry  God,  and  feeble  guilty  man,  un¬ 
able  to  appear  in  the  prefence  of  his  glory  ;  like  Mo- 
fe#*  he  engaged  his  heart  to  approach  unto,  God. 
But  Moles  only  reported  the  law  to  the  people,  he 
fulfilled  the  law.  Mofes  quaked,  and  Chrifl  was 
fore  amazed,  infomuch  that  he  fweated  blood  from 
all  the  pores  of  his  body.  Be  not  afraid,  ye  re¬ 
deemed  of  the  Lord,  “  ye  believe  in  God,  believe  al¬ 
io  in  him.”  Though  our  God  be  a  confuming  fire, 
the  all-gracious  Mediator  hath  quenched  the  flames, 
and  hiilhed  the  f  orm  of  wrath  by  his  feafonable  inter- 
pofition,  and  the  fiery  law  is  now  turned  into  a  di¬ 
recting  light.  And,  laftly,  he  added  the  part  of  a 
mediator,  when  they  made  the  calf  in  ITorcb. 
When  the  anger  ot  the  Lord  was  juflly  incenfed 
again#  them  for  that  enormous  crime,  Mofes  laid 
unto  the  people,  ii  I  will  go  unto  the  Lord,  p^rad- 
venture  1  (hall  make  an  atonement  for  your  fin. 
And  Mofes  returned  unto  the  Lord,  and  faid,'This 
people  have  finned  a  grievous  fin.  But  now,  if 
thou  wilt  forgive  their  fin  :  if  not,  blot  me  out  of  the 
book  which  thou  halt  written.”3  Perhaps  he  intend¬ 
ed  to  feek,  that  the  almighty  vengeance  might  rather 
Till  on  his  own  head,  than  that  the  whole  nation 
fir ou Id  pcriih,  though  ne  was  not  certain  whether  the 
offered  propitiation  would  be  accepted.  But  Jefus 
Chri#  has  not  only  offered  himfelf  to  die  for  the  guil¬ 
ty  race,  but  has  aftually  made  the  atonement  which 
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Mofes  propofed  to  -make,  and  is  fet  forth  for  a  pro 


pitiation  through  faith  in  his  blood. 

Next,  let  us  view  him  as  a  lawgiver,  as  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Ifrael  fung  :  «  Mofes  commanded  us  a  law, 
the  inheritance  of  the  congregation  of  Jacob  :  and  he 
was  king  in  Jefhurun.”a  But  we  Chriflians  may  fay, 
in  the  language  of  the  prophet,  “  The  Lord  is  our 
Judge,  the  Lord  is  our  King,  the  Lord  is  our  Law¬ 
giver  ;  he  Will  fave  us.”b  A  law-  is  now  gone  forth 
of  Zion  ;  but,  Mofes,  not  like  thine,  confiding  of 
carnal  ordinances, — a  law,  not  of  works,  but  of  faith, 
—a  law  for  which  the  ifles  of  tne  Gentiles  (ball 
wait, — -a  law  which  is  not  fo  much  obeyed  by  doing, 
as  by  believing, — Jtnd  which  will  never  Band  in  need 
of  reformation  or  repeal. 

But,  laftly,  let  us  view  him  in  his  prophetic  charac¬ 
ter,  of  whom  it  is  teflified,  “  There  arofe  no  prophet 
,  fince  in  Ifrael  like  unto  Mofes,  to  whom  the  Lord 
fpoke  face  to  face.”c  Yet  Mofes  truly  faid  unto  the 
fathers,  “  A  Prophet  toll  the-Lord  your  God  raile 
up  unto  you  of  your  brethren,  like  unto  me  ;  and  him 
fhall  you  hear  in  all  things.”  d  Though  we  had  not 
the  exprefs  authority  of  an  apoflle,  for  the  application 
of  this  prediction  to  the  Apoflle  and  High  Priek 
of  our  profeffion,  we  can  fcarcely  be  at  a  lots  to  lee 
how  it  can  agree  to  none  other.  Tie,  he  is  that 
prophet  •bat  fhould  come  into  the  world,  of  whom 
Mofes  wrote,  and  who  is  like  unto  him,  if  you  con 

hder _ The  flock  from  whence  he  fprung  ;  tor  he 
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feed  of  Abraham. — The  meeknefs  of  his  temper, 
which  excelled  the  meeknefs  of  Mofes,  as  far  as  the 
meeknefs  of  Mofes  excelled  the  meeknefs  of  other 
men.  The  Hebrew  lawgiver,  meek  as  he  was,  can¬ 
not  be  altogether  freed  from  fallies  of  impatience  ; 
but  the  meek  and  holy  Jefus,  who  calls  us  to  learn 
of  him,  was  never  indecently  tranfported  with  rage, 
nor  uttered  one  v/orct  unadvifedly  with  his  lips, 
though  upon  the  mod  provoking  occafion. — The 
lu(h*e  of  his  face.  For  not  to  mention  his  trans¬ 
figuration  on  the  mount,  when  his  dice  did  fhine  as 
the  fun,  he  is  in  his  divine  perfon  the  brightnefs  of 
his  Fathers  glory,  which,  like  Mofes,  he  covered 
with  the  vail  of  his-  fle'fh,  when  he  defcended  into 
our  world,  that  he  might  be  qualified  for  holding 
familiar  converfe  with  men  upon  earth,  his  terror  not 
making  them  afraid.  For  if  the  face  of  Mofes,  the 
fervant,  did  fhine  with  fach  dazzling  glory,  by  a 
fhort  abode  in  the  prefence  of  Jehovah  on  an  earth¬ 
ly  mount?.  that  the  Ifraelites  could  not  endure  to  be¬ 
hold  him  -  without  a  vail  ;  how  much  levs  could  the 
feeble  eyes  of  mortal  men  have  endured  the  face  of 
Chrid,  the  Son,  who,  abiding  from  everlading  in  the 
prefence  of  Jehovah,  was  daily  his  delight,  had  he 
fhone  forth  in  all  the  blaze  of  Deity,  without  the 
thick  vail  of  his  flefh.— The  clearnefs  of  his  mani- 
fedations.  Of  Mofes  indeed  it  is  faid,  £<  .With  him 
I  will  fpeak  mouth  to  mouth,  even  apparently,  and 
not  in  dark  fpeeches,  and  the  fimilitude  of  the  Lord 
fhail  he  behold;  whereas  it  was  ufual  with  the  proph¬ 
ets  of  inferior  rank,  to  receive  the  intimations  of  the 
divine  will  in  dreams  when  they  were  afleep,  and  ec- 
dacies  when  awake.  But  of  this  Prophet,  in  the 
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New -Te (lament  church  his  harbinger  declares,  “  No 
man  hath  feen  God  at  any  time  ;  but  the  only  be¬ 
gotten  Son,  which  is  in  the  bofom  of  the  Father,  he 
had  declared  him.,,a — His  fidelity  in  executing  his 
commiffion  :  for  “  the  words  the  Father  gave  unto 
him,  he  gave  unto  them  ;  and  as  the  Father 
gave  him  commandment,  fohefpake.  Mofes  indeed 
was  faithful  in  ail  his  houfe  as  a  fervant,  but  Chrid 
as  a  Ion  over  his  own  houfe. — :The  oppolition  he 
met  with  from  Jews  and  Gentiles.  He  endured  the 
contradiction  of  finners  again,  ft  himfelf,  even  as  Jan- 
nes  and  jambres  with  flood  Mofes.  And  as  his 
neared  relations  quarrelled  with  him  for  marrying 
Zipporah,  the  Ethiopian  woman,  fo.  did  the  Jews 
with  Chrift,  for  efpoufmg  the  Gentile  Church. — The 
miracles  he  wrought.  “  It  was  never  fo  feen  in 
LTaelT  Like  Mofes,  he  fed  the  Ifraeiites  in  the 
wildernefs,  and  their  leaving  was  as  miraculous  as- 
their  eating. 

o  ^ 

What  Mofes  did  literally,  the  fame  Chrift  does 
fpiritually  for  the  beloved  Ifra'el.  He  fweetens  their 
bitter  waters ;  cures  their  chfeafes  ;  fupplies  their 
wants.  Like  Mofes,  he  faded  forty  days  ;  ana 
like  Mofes  he  died  at  the  commandment  of  the 
Lord. 


VIII.  The  Ordinances  of  the  Priesthood. 

A  S  the  fun  paints  the  clouds  with  variety  of  glo¬ 
rious  colours,  which,  in  their  own  nature,  are  but 

dark  and  lowering  vapours  exhaled  from  the  earth  y 
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To,  when  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  arifes,  even  the  car¬ 
nal  ordinances  and  commandments  of  the  law,  dark 
and  earthly  as  they  feem,  are  gilded  by  his  beams, 
and  wear  a  fmiling  appearance.  By  his' kindly  in¬ 
fluence,  who  is  the  light  of  the  world,  the  mod  bar¬ 
ren  places  of  the  feripture  rejoice,  and  bloiTom  as  the 
rofe.  What  portion  of  facred  writ  is  more  apt  to 
be  perufed  without  edification  and  delight,  than  what 
relates  to  the  Levitical  priedhood  ;  the  qualifications 
of  their  perfons,  their  apparel,  their  confecration, 
*  and  different  parts  of  their  function  ?  And  indeed  it 
mud  be  confefied  a  very  hard  talk  to  reconcile  with 
the  wifdom  of  God  the  adjoining  fuch  numberlefs 
rites,  purely  for  their  own  fake.  But  when  we 
con fider  that  Aaron,  and  his  fuccefiors*  were  figures 
of  our  great  High  Pried,  we  mud  acknowledge,  that 
thefe  injunctions  are  neither  unworthy  of  God,  nor 
ufelefs  to  man,  but  are  profitable  for  doctrine,  and  in- 
dru6tion  in  righteoufnefs.  We  fiiall  indance  in  a 
few  -things.  .r 

And,  fird,  we  fhali  take  notice  of  the  laws  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  perfons  of  Aaron  and  his  Tons.  Whofo- 
ever  he  was  that  approached  to  God  in  the  character 
of  an  high  pried,  he  behoved,  according  \o  the  law 
of  Mofes,  to  be  of  the  dock  of  Ifrael,  the  tribe  of 
Levi,  the  family  of  Aaron  ;  having  his  genealogy 
well  atteded,  his  body  found,  his  life  temperate,  (for 
he  was  not  to  drink  wine,  nor  other  intoxicating 
liquors  ;)  his  wife  mud  be  either  a  virgin,  or  the 
widow  of  a  pried,  but  by  no  means  a  divorced  wom¬ 
an,  or  an  harlot :  and,  ladly,  it  was.  abfolutely  for¬ 
bidden  that  .  he  fhould  go  out  of  the  finduary  to 
mourn  for  the  dead,  unlefs  they  were  his  neared  re- 
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lations.  Let  us  apply  thefe  things  to  our  High 
Pried:.  It  mud  indeed  be  acknowledged,  that  he 
was  neither  of  the  tribe  of  Levi,  nor  family  of 
Aaron  ;  for,  “  it  is  evident  our  Lord  fprang  out  of 
Judah,  and  Modes  fays  nothing  of  the  priefthood  be¬ 
longing  to  that  tribe. ”a  In  this  refpedl,  to  be  fure, 
he  differs  frt>m  them  in  a  very  effiential  point,  which, 
however  it  disqualified  him  from  officiating  in  the 
temple,  (u  for  if  he  were  on  earth  he  ffiould  not  be 
a  pried”  b)  yet  does  not  in  the  lead  infer  his  inca¬ 
pacity  to  be  a  pried  of  a  higher  order  than  the  order 
of  Aaron,  that  is,  of  the  order  of  Melchizedee,  who 
joined  in  one  perfon  the  pried  and  the  king.  The 
character  and  office  of  a  Levitical  pried  he  never  af- 
fumed  when  he  was  upon  earth,  as  indeed  he'  could 
not  have  any  eliim  unto  it.  What  dial!  we  fay  then  ? 
That  he  is  inferior  to  Aaron  and  his  fuccedors  upon 
this  account  ?  Nay,  the  difference  of  his  tribe  is  the 
mod  convincing  proof  of  the  fuper-eminence  of  his 
order.  Like  Aaron,  he  was  taken  froqi  among 
men,  and  was  an  Hebrew  of  the  Hebrews,  and  nev¬ 
er  any  pried  of  them  all  could  boad  of  fuch  illudri- 
ous  pedigree  .as  Jefus  Chrid.  Which  of  them  all 
was  born  of  a  virgin  ?  and  “to  which  of  them  faid 
God  at  any  time,  Thou  art  my  Son,  this  day  have  I 
begotten  thee  :”c  The  genealogy  of  the  ancient 
prieds  behoved  to  be  firmly  documented  ;  but  they 
had  no  fuch  illudrious  proofs  of  their  being  the  Tons 
of  Levi,  as  Chrid  had  of  his  being  the  Son  of  God 
which  the  Father  attehed,  both  by  the  voice  from 
heaven,  and  by  the  mighty  works  he  enabled  him  to  do. 
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The  foundnefs  of  their  body  was  no  doubt  intended 
to  prefigure  the  integrity  and  perfection  of  the  foul  of 
Jefus  Chrifh  ;  for  the  lead  deformity  here  had  ren¬ 
dered  him  utterly  incapable  of  propitiating  the  Deity, v 
by  the  faorifice  of  himfelf :  for  “  fa ch  an  high  pried 
became  us,  who/’  though  falfely  accufed  of  many 
fins,  was  never  convinced  of  any,  but  “  Was  holy,, 
harmlefs,  undefiled,  feparate  from  finners,,,  a  and  a 
Lamb  without  blemifh,  and  without  fpot,  even  in  the 
pure  eyes  of  God.  Their  redriCtion  to  marry  a  wife 
in  her  vifginity,  may  perhaps  denote,  that  the  human 
nature,  which  our  great  High  Pried,  jefu^  the  Son 
of  God,  deigned  to  wed  to  his  divine  perfon,  was 
not  deflowered  with  fin,  but  a  pure,  uncorrupted,  and 
holy  thing.  But,  beyond  all  doubt,  we  are  natively 
led  to  think  of  the  whole  church,  and  every 
member  of  that  Society,  being  prefented  as  chafre 
virgins  unto-  Chrid.  In  vain  does  the  harlot  church 
of  Rome,  that  great  whore  that  fits  on  many  waters, 
claim  the  high  prerogative  of  being  the  only  fpoufe 
of  Chrid.  Hear  what  the  •  apodle  declares  of  the 
followers  of  the  Lamb  ;  u  Thefe  are  they  which 
were  not  defiled  with  women,  for  they  are  virgins  : 
thefe  were  redeemed  from  among  men,  being  the  fird 
fruits  to  God  and  to  the  Lamb.”  ^  The  abdinence 
from  wine  and  drong  drink,  which  was  commanded, 
was  not  only  defigned  to  inculcate  the  driCted  tem¬ 
perance,  (which  ;s  a  mod  necelTary  virtue  to  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  any  important  trud  that  requires  the  facul¬ 
ties  of  the  mind  to  be  in  their  mod  vigorous  date  ;) 
but  it  may  be  alfo  viewed  as  an  implicit  imitation  of 
that  perfect  command  of  himfelf,  which  our  great 
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High  Pried:  had  in  the  difcharging  of  his  office, 
never  forgetting  what  he  was  about  in  the  fmalled 
indance,  being  always  found  of  quick  underdanding 
in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  but  by  no  means  a,  glutton¬ 
ous  man  and  a  wine-bibber,  a.s  the  hypocritical  Phar- 
ifees  malicioudy  affirmed.  The  prohibition  of  going 
out  of  the  fanCtuary  to  mourn  for  the  dead,  was  a 
prediction,  that  when  Jefus  Chrid  ffiould  pafs  into 
the  heavenly  fan&uary,  he  ffiould  leave  all  his  for* 
rows  behind  him,  and  dwell  forever  in  the  prefence 
of  God,  where  there  is  fulnefs  of  joy*  Moreover, 
it  clearly  lignihes  that  he  v^as  to  aboliffi  death  and 
the  grave.-  Henceforth  let  no  unmanly  tear  be  ffied 
for  the  bleded  dead,  who  die  in  the  Lord.  That 
moffi  calamitous  event  to  the  eye  of  fenfe,  is,  to  the 
eye  of  faith,  the  mod  happy  revolution  in  the  lot  of 
the  jud.  '  '  - 

Nor  are  the  laws  about  their  priediy  garments  lefs 
indruCtive  and  lignihcant.  The  curious  materials 
of  the  ephod  of  gold,  blue,  purple  and  fcarlet  might 
reprefent  the  unlearchable  riches  of  Chrid,  and  the 
ludre  of  thofe  divine  graces  which  adorned  his  facred 
humanity.  The  names  of  the  twelve  tribes  he  bore 
fird  upon  his  ffioulders,  and  then  upon  his  bread- 
plate,  as  a  .memorial  before  the  Lord  continually, 
engraven  on  precious  dones-,  and  difpofed  in  comely 
order,  are  no  obfcure  emblem  of  the  faints,  whom 
our  High  Pried  carries  both  on  the  ffioulders  of  his 
almighty  power,  and  on  the  bread  of  corded  love, 
according  to  the  mod  pathetic  prayer  of  the  fpoufe, 
il  Set  me  as  a  feal  upon  thine  heart,  as  a  feal  upon 
thine  arm.”a  Thefe  names  were  engraven  on  pre¬ 
cious 
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cious  dones :  for  fuch  ^re  all  his  fajnt$,  though  dis¬ 
allowed  of  men,  and  trampled  under  foot  as  naughty 
pebbles  ;  yet  are  they  chofen  of  God,  and  precious, 
and  they  (hall  be  his  in  the  day  that  he  makes  up  his 
jewels.  No  tribe  was  wanting  in  that  mod  coftly 
breadplate  ;  for  Jefus  Chrid  knows  them  by  naniQ 
whom  he  redeems,  both  great  and  fmall,  and  there 
is  no  refpeft  of  perfons.  They  were  arranged  in 
comely  order  ;  for  u.  he  is  not  the  God  of  confufion, 
but  of  order,  as  in  all  the  churches  of  the  faints. >>a 
They  were  firmly  fet,  and  not  (lightly  put  into  the 
breaft-plate  :  for  all  the  faithful  are  fo  firmly  united 
united  unto  Jefus  Chrid,  that  not  the  dualled  jewel 
can  be  picked  from  the  breadplate  of  our  Aaron,  by 
the  joint  efforts  of  earth  and  hell.  It  was  not  lawful 
for  the  Ifraelites  to  enter  into  the  mod  doly  place  in 
their  own  perfons,  but  in  the  perfon  of  their  high 
pried  they  entered,  every  year,  as,  their  names  were 
graven  on  his  {boulders  and  heart,  and  prefented  un« 
to  Jehovah  :  Even  fo,  in  Jefus  Chrid,  the  holy 
Chridian  nation,  who  live  upon  the  earth,  are  enter¬ 
ed  into  the  holied  of  all,  and  even  fat  down  with 
him  in  heavenly  places.  Shall  we  mention  next  the 
Urim  and  the  Thummim  that  Modes  was- command¬ 
ed-’  to  put,  into  the  breadplate  of  Aaron  ?  Be  it  fo, 
we  cannot  certainly  determine  the  nature  or  form  of 
this  divine  workmanfhip,  denoted  by  fuch  an  uncom¬ 
mon  phrafe;  we  are  certain,  however,  that  in  Jefus 
Chrid  we  have  that  Pried  who  dands  up  with  Urim 
and  Thummim,  and  bears  the  judgment  of  Ifrael  be¬ 
fore  the  Lord  continually. j  In  him  are  found  the 
cleared  light  of  wifdom,  and  the  greated  perfection 
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of  holinefs.  In  him  that  prayer  is  fully  anfwered, 
“  Give  the  king  thy  judgments,  O  Lord,  and  the 
king’s  fon  thy  righteoufnefs.?,a  The  curious  girdle 
dgnifies  the  alacrity  wherewith  our  High  Pried 
difcharged  every  part  of  his  oihce  ;  for,  girding  up 
the  loins  of  his  mind,  he  did,  with  all  his  might, 
what  his  hand  found. ,  Aaron’s  girdle  was  indeed  of 
coftly  texture,  gold  and  purple,  blue  and  fcarlet. 
But  of  Jefus  Chrid  it  was  prophefied,  “  Faithfulnefs 
fhall  be  the  girdle  of  his  loins,  and  riohteoufnefs  the 
girdle  of  his  reins.’*  b  The  beloved'  apodle  John  be¬ 
held  him  equipped  with  this  priefrly  ornament,  when  h.e 
faw  him  in  the  vifions  of  God  walking  in  the  mid.fi; 
of  the  feven  golden  candledicks,  clothed  with  a  long 
white  garment  down  to  the  foot,  and  girt  about  the 
paps  with  a  golden  girdle.  The  golen  bells,  fufpended 
around  the  hem  of  Aaron’s  under  robe,  may  fignify. 
the  fweet  found  of  the  gofpel  which  is  gone  into  all 
the  earth.  O  greatly  bleffed  are  the  people  who  hear 
this  joyful  found,  fweeter  to  the  ear  of  faith  than  mufic, 
in  its  foftefl  drains,  to  the  ear  of  the  body  $  and  an  un¬ 
doubted  iign  that  our  High  Pried  is  alive,  though' we 
fee  him  not,  and  lives  forever  in  the  prefence  of 
Jehovah,  to  make  interceifion  for  us.* 

-  The  pomegranates  that  were  curioufly  wrought  be¬ 
twixt  the  bells,  and  equal  to  them  in  number,  may  • 
bean  emblem  of  thofe  fruits  of  righteoufnefs  ( with 
which  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  is  attended.  The 
fair  mitre  that  adorned  his  head  with  the  venerable 
infcription  on  the  plate  of  gold  furrounding  his  tem¬ 
ples,  may  put  us  in  mind  of  Jefus  Chrid,  who  is  the 
only  crowned  Pried  ;  and  not  only  holy,  but  holinefs  , 
%  ^  /  ilfelL 
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itfelf  unto  the  Lord ;  yea,  he  Is  himfelf  the  holy 
Jehovah,  and  fountain  of  holinefs  unto  his  people* 
.  For  this  is  the  name  whereby  he  fhall  be  called, 
The  Lord  our  righteoufnefs.”* 

Such  were  the  garments  for  glory  and  beauty  the 
typical  priefthood  were  commanded  to  wear,  and 
fuch  their  myftical  fignification.  Let  us  come  next 
to  the  manner  of  their  confecration.  The  Hebrew 
lawgiver  is  directed  to  bring  Aaron  and  his  fons  to 
the  door  of  the  tabeftacle  of  the  .congregation  : 
there  they  were  wafhed  with  water ;  arrayed  with 
the  prieftly  veftments  ;  anointed  with  the  coftly  oil, 
which  it  was  death  to  counterfeit ;  and,  laftly,  lane** 
lined  by  the  offering  up  of  peculiar  facrifices,  whofe 
blood  was  put  upon  the  extreme  parts  of  their  bodies. 
Though  every  minute  circumftance  in  thefe  venera¬ 
ble  rites  may  not  be  capable  of  application  to  Jefus 
Chrift,  it  is  fufheient  if  we  can  obferve  a  general  an¬ 
alogy.  Aaron  was  wafhed  in  water,  to  fignify,  that 
he  was  before  polluted ;  and  Chrift  was  baptized, 
not  indeed  becaufe  he  was  himfelf  polluted,  but  as  it 
became  him  to  fulfil  all  righteoufnefs.  Aaron  was 
arrayed  with  the  appointed  vefknents  ;  and  Ohrid 
was  clothed  with  the  garment  of  our  flefh,  curioufly 
wrought  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  earth.  Aaron 
was  anointed  with  oil,  wherewith  the  inferior  priefts 
were  but  fprinkled  ;  but  Chrift  is  anointed  with  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  which  God  gives  not  by  meafure  unto 
him.  Aaron  was  confecrated  with  the  blood  of 
beafls  ;  but  Chrift  was  fan&ified  by  his  own  blood, 
and  made  perfect  through  bufferings,  by  which  he 
learned  obedience,  though  he  was  the  Son  *  i  God. 

The 
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The  different  parts  of  their  function  is  .the  laft 
thing  that  demands  our  attention.  “  Every  high 
pried  taken  from  among  men,”  in  the  manner  above 
defcribed,  “  is  ordained  for  men  in  things  pertaining 
unto  God,  and  to  offer-  both  gifts  and  facrifices  for 
fm.”a  This  indeed  was  the  mod  didinguifhing  part 
of  their  office,  and  fundamental  to  all  other  functions 
that  are  appropriated  to  them.  However,  they  were 
alfo  appointed  to.blefs  the  people  ;  to  pray  for  them  ; 
to  inftruft  them  in  the  knowledge  of  the  divine  will; 
to  overfee  the  fervice  of  the  tabernacle  ;  to  blow  the 
trumpets  both  in  peace  and  war  ;  and  to  judge  be¬ 
tween  the  clean  and  the  unclean.  But  we  fee  Jems, 
our  High  Fried,  giving  himfelf  an  offering  and  a 
facrifice  of  fvveet- {fuelling  favour,  more  grateful  unto 
God,  and  more  appealing  to  his  incenied  juftice, 
than  all  the  yi&ims  that  ever  fmoaked  in  the  world¬ 
ly  ‘fan&uary,  or  than  all  the. gifts  that  ever  were  pre¬ 
dated  there,  or  than  all  the  incenfe  that  ever  fumed 
from  the  golden  cenfer.  Put  off  your  robes,  ye  legal 
priedhood,  your  work  is  finiffiea,  your  office  entiiely 
fuperfeded  !  What  ye  could  not  do  by  multiplied 
oblations,  Jefus  Chi  id  has  done  by  one  facrifice. 
The  vail  is  now  rent,  and  the  temple  now  dedroyed. 
The  ihadow  has  given  place  to  the  fubdance.  Per¬ 
haps  it  was  not  without  a  inydic  ngmficatiou,  that 
Zacharias,  a  pried  of  Aaron's  order,  and  the  father 
of  John,  the  harbinger  of  Chrid,  was  druck  dumb 
when  officiating  in  the  temple,  fo  that  he  could  not 
fpeak  unto  the  people  when  he'  came  forth  of  the 
holy  place.  IVIight  it  not  be  a,lilent  omen,  that  a 

difpenfaticn  was  now"  commencing  in  the  days  of  the 
1  Mefiiah, 
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Mediah,  wherein  none  of  Aaron’s  order  fhould  open, 
their  mouths  any  more  to  blefs  the  people,  faying, 
“  The  Lord  blefs  thee,  and  keep  thee  :  the  Lord 
make  his  fac£  to  fhine  upon  thee,  and  be  gracious 
unto  thee  :  the  Lord  lift  up  his  countenance  upon 
thee,  and  give  thee  peace.*’3  Jefus  is  that  pried 
whom  God  hath  fen t  to  blefs  usL;  who  prays  for  his 
people  ;  whofe  lips  keep  knowledge  to  inftrudt  us  in 
the  will  of  God.  jefus  is  that  pried:  who  overfees 
the  fervice  of  the  tabernacle,  being  head  over  all 
things  to  the  church,  which  is  his  body.  Jelus  is  • 
that  pried  who  now  blows  the  great  trumpet  of  the 
gofpel,  and  who  fhall  defcend  Ihortly  from  heaven 
with  a  fhout,  with  the  voice  of  the  archangel,  and 
with  the  trump  of  God,  to  gather  the  congregation 
of  the  righteous.  „  Then  all  who  have  not  him  for 
their  pried,  to  wafli  and  fprinkle  them'  with  his  hyf- 
fop  and  blood,  fhall  have  him  for  their  pried  to  pro¬ 
nounce  them  utterly  unclean. 


IX.  The  History  of  Joshua. 
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HE  names  of  Jofhua  and  Jefhs  are  fcarcely 
more  like  than  their  achievements.  This  captain, 
fo  famous  in  the  fucred  hidory,  was  nominated  to  be 
the  fucceffor  of  Mofes,  and  ordained  by  God’s  com¬ 
mand,  to  this  high  pod,  in  the  prefence  of  all  the 
congregation  of  IfraeL  He  received  the  name  of 
Jofhua  bdore,  when  lent  to  fpy  out  the  land,  his 
'  G  former 
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former  name  being  Qfhea  :  and  he  is  the  firft  of  the 
typical  perfons .'who. was  called  by  the  very  name  by 
'which,  m  future  ages,  a  greater  Saviour  than  he,  was 
commonly,  known.  Perhaps  it  was  not  without  its 
meaning,  that  he  was  the  fervant  before  he  was  the 
fuccelfor  of  Mofes  ;  for  it  might  fignify,  that  our 
Jefus  was  firft  to  become  the  fervant  of  the  law,  be¬ 
fore  he  fhould  abolilh  it.  But  palling  this,  let  us 
lake  a  more  particular  notice  of  the.  moft  memorable 
^adages  of  that  marvellous  campaign. 

And  the  firft  thing  that  prefents  itfelf  to  our  view 
is  his  palling  the  Jordan,  w'hich  was  miraculoufly 
driven  back,  to  afford/, a  fafe  paifage  to  the  chofen 
people. ,  In  this  river  God  was  pleafed,  for  the  firft 
time,  to  magnify  his  fervant  Jolhua  in  the  light  of  all 
the  tribes  of  Ifrael  ;  and  in  this  river  it  pleafed  God 
to  give  the  firft  mod  public  teftimony  to  Jefus  Chrift, 
when  the’  heavens  feemed  to  open  at  his  baptifm, 
and  the  Holy  Ghoft  defcended  in  the  likenefs  of  a 
dove,  and, a  voice  from  the  excellent. glory  proclaim¬ 
ed  his  high  character.  But  the  chief  thing  to  be 
obferved  here,  is  the  refemblance  betwixt  the  paifage 
of  Ifrael  over  Jordan  into  the.  promifed  land,  under 
the  conduct  of  Jolhua*  and  the  paifage  of  all  the  re¬ 
deemed,  through  death,  into  the  heavenly  inheri¬ 
tance.  Long  had  they  traverfed  the  vaft  and  howl¬ 
ing  wildernefs,  the  haunt, of  ravenous  beafts,  and 

v  t>  '  '  , 

poifonous  ferpents,  where. their  hearts,  many  a  time, 
were  like  to  faint  for  third:  and  hunger  ;  but  now 
the  land,  flowing  with  milk  and  honey,  receives  them, 
and  their  wanderings,  in  the  pathlefs  defart,  are  for¬ 
ever  ended.  Though  Jordan  overflows  his  banks, 
their  march  is  not  obftructed.  O  powerful  prefence 
-  -  —  —  -  Of 
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of  Jehovah  !  “  The  fea  faw  it,  and  fled,  and  Jor¬ 
dan  was  driven  back.”*  And  now  they  have  taken 
their  fare w el  of  the  weary  wildernefs  ;  we  hear  no 
more  of,  the  miraculous  cloud  that  conduced  them, 
nor  of  the  manna  that  fed  them  forty  years.  Such 
is  the  fafety  of  all  true  Ifraelites,  when  marching  to 
their  promifed  reft,  under  the  conduct  of  the  Cap¬ 
tain  of  their  fal ration.  Death  is  the  Jordan  through 
which  they  pafs,  from  the  wildernefs  of  this  world 
into  the  biifsful  regions  of  immortality.  But  when 
they  pafs  through  thefe  waters,  they  lhall  not  over¬ 
flow  them  ;  for  he  who  dries  up  tne  wateis  of  the 
fea  by  his  rebuke,  will  be  gracioufly  prefent  with 
them,  till  they  gain  the  fafe  fhore  of  Immanuel  s 
land.  Then  lhall  the  ordinances  be  diicontinued, 
and  the  Bible  fuperfeded,  which  are  fo  riCCeflary  in 
their  wandering  {late  to  fupport  their  lives,  and  guide 
their  paths  ;  as  the  cloud  vanifhed,  and  the  manna 
ceafed  to  fall,  when  tire  fine  wheat  of  Canaan  fup> 
plied  the  Ifraelites  with  food,  according  to  the 
promife.  It  is  not  Mofes,  but  Jofhua,  who  leads 
through  Jordan.  Jefus,  thou  art  the  only  conqueror 
of  death.  What  will  they  do  when  they  come  to 
the  fwellings  of  Jordan,  who  are  not  undei  thy 
aufpicious  conduct?  Thanks  be  to  Cod  who  gives 
us  this  vitflory  over  death,  not  through  Moles,  or  the 
law,  but  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord.  Twelve 
(lones  were  left  by  the  Hebrew  captain,  as  a  memo¬ 
rial  of  this  great  deliverance  ;  and  twelve  apoffles 
were  appointed  by  the  Captain  of  our  falvation,  to 
be  witnefles  of  all  things  which  he  did,  both  in  the 
land  of  the  Jews,,  and  in  Jerufalem. 

From. 
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From  the  banks  of  Jordan,  let  us  now  come  to- 
the  walls  of  Jericho,  the  accurfed  city.  Never  was 
town  or  garrifon  befieged  in  fuch  a  manner  before  or 
fince.  No  mounts  are  raifed  ;  no  battering  rams  are 
applied  to  the  walls  ;  no  attempts  are  made  to  fap 
the  foundations ;  but  by  the  dire&ion  of  the  Lord 
ol  hods,  the  army  marches  in  fiient  parade  round  the 
walls.  T  heir  martial  mulic  is  not;  the  found  of  their 
filver  trumpets,  but  of  ram-horns,  blown  >*by  their 
prieds.  Ridiculous,  weak,  and  foolifh,  as  this  new- 
method  of  aflault  might  feem  to  the  unbelieving  hn- 
ners  of  Jericho,  they  foon  found,  that  the  weaknefs: 
et  God  is  dronger  than  men,  ancf  that  the  mod  con¬ 
temptible  means,  when  God  ordains  them,  fhall  gam 
their  end,  in  fpite  of  all  opposition.  “  What  ailed 
thee,  O  fea,  that  thou  decided  ?  Jordan,  that  thou 
wad  driven  back  ?,,a  and  ye  walls  of  Jericho,  that 
ye  fell  dat  to  the  ground,  when  compaffed  feven 
days  ?  It  w'as  not  owing  to  the  fword  of  Ifrael,  nor 
even  to  the  found  of  the  trumpets,  but  to  the  power 
of  Ifraefs  God,  accompanying  this  feeble  mean,  pre¬ 
ferred  for  the  trial  of  their  faith,  and  proof  of  their 
obedience.  For,  Q  the  power  of  faith  !  had  their 
wails  threatened  the  clouds,  and  had  been  harder 
than  adamant,  drmer  than  brafs,  down  mud  they 
tumble  on  the  evening  of  the  feventh  day.  Thus 
are  the  drong  -holds  of*  fin,  and  every  high  thing  that 
exalts  itfelf  againd  the  New-Tedament  Jofhua,  cad 
down  by  the  mighty  weapons  of  the  Chridian  war¬ 
fare,  wrhich  are  not  carnal.  The  feeble  voice  of  the 
gofpel,  tvhen  faithfully  preached,  though  not  with  a* 
£lver  found,  or  with  excellency  of  fpeech,  (hall  be  ✓ 
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mighty,  through  God,  to  triumph  over  all  oppofi- 
tion  :  fo  it  was  in  the  days  of  the  apoftles  ;  fo  it  has 
been  in  every  diflant  age  ;  and  fo  it  fh.all  be,  till  the 
victory  is  complete.  Thus,  Babylon,  fell  thy  proud 
towers  be  levelled  with  the  ground,  though  feeming- 
ly  fearlefs  of  adault.  <c  For  the  day  of  the  Lord 
fell  be  on  every  high  wall,  and  on  every  one  that  is 
proud  and  lifted  up.,,a  Though  the  kings  of  the 
earth  diould  give  their  dreagth  to  the  bead,  our 
Jofhua  fell  prevail  by  the  fopiidinefs  of  preaching, 
and  the  found  of  the  gofpel-trumpet ;  and  at,  the  ap¬ 
pointed  time  the  drong-lung’d  angel  fell  > cry, 
“Babylon  the  great  is  fallen,  is  fallen.”5 

The  faving  of  Rahab  and  her  houfehold  is  the  next 
remarkable  occurrence.  Who  would  have  ex  petted 
to  find,  in  this  city  of  dedruttion,  even  a  -drong  be¬ 
liever,  who|e  faith  diould  be  celebrated  by  one  apof- 
tle,  and  her'  works  by  another  ?  and  who  diould  alfo 
have  the  honour  to  make  one  of  the  illudrious  line, 
from  whence  the  Meffiah  diould  arife  ?  But  fo  it 
*\te.  Though  once  a  notorious  *fmner,  and  called 
Rahab  the  harlot  to  this  day  ;  yet  die  was  a  believer 
of  the  promife  that  God  made  to  Ifrael,  and  proved 
by  her  works  that  her  faith  was  genuine  :  for,  pro- 
tetting  the  me  den  gets  of  Jodiua.  at  the  hazard  of 
her  life,  die  preferred  the  intereds  of  the  church  of 
God  to  thofe  of  her  country,  which  (he  knew  very 
well  was- impodible  to  be  faved.  Though  we  can 
by  no  means- juftify -the.  didimulation  by  which  die 
faved  the  fpies  from  the  purfuivants  of  the  king  of 
Jericho  ;  yet,  as.  God  has  forgiven  her  for  being 
t>nc£  a. harlot  and  a  liar,  fo  rnud  we  alfo  forgive 
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thofe  blameable  parts  of  her  conduct,  of  which'  {he*, 
has  long  fmce  truly  repented.  Well .  does  Jofhua 
anfwer  his  name  in  faving,  not  the  race  of  Ifrael  on¬ 
ly,  but  Rahab,  though  a  curfed  Canaanite,  with  all 
her  houfehold,  though  linners  of  the  Gentiles.  Was 
it  not  a  dark  prelude  of  Jefus  Chrid,  our  better 
Jolhua,  his  faving  the  Gentile  world  from  the  wrath 
to  come,  as  well  as  the  preferved  of  Jacob  ?  Might 
it  not  portend,  that  publicans  and  harlots,  and  fuch 
notorious  finoers,  fhould  be  received  among  the  frit 
into  .his  heavenly  kingdom  ?  and  that  the  harlot 
Gentiles,  who  formerly  were  ferving  divers  lulls, 
and  living  in  the  moll  abominable  idolatries,  lhould 
be  incorporated  into  the  holy  ibeiety'of  the  church, 
and  efpoufed  as  a  challe  bride  to  Jefus  Chrifl,  as 
Rahab  became  a  profelyte  to  the  Jewilh  religion,  and 
the  wife  of  Naafion,  an  illudrious  prince  in  the  chief 
of  their  tribes  ?  Perhaps  the  fcarlet  thread,  which, 
at  the  direction  of  the  fpies,  (he  hung  forth  at  her 
window,  as  a  difcriminating  fignal,  by  which  all  un¬ 
der  her  roof  were  exempted  from  the  difmal  defla¬ 
tion  ;  perhaps,  I  fay,  it  might  be  an  intimation, 
though  a  very  obfcure  one,  that  the  fhedding  oi 
Chrill’s  red  blood  lhould  prove  the  means  of  faivation 
Xo  the  Gentile  world,  and  of  making  peace  betwixt 
the  Jews  and  them,  who  were  formerly  at  variance, 
and  harboured  mutual  hatred.  Red  was  the  colour 
of  faivation  to  Ifrael  in  Egypt,  when  the  fprinkling  of 
their  doors  with  blood  protected  them  from  the  de¬ 
coying  angel’s  fword  ;  and  red  is  the  colour  of  fal- 
vation  to  Rahab  in  Canaan,  when  the  hanging  of 
a  fcarlet  thread  over  her  window,  was  her  fecurity 
from  the  dedroying  fword  of  Ifrael.  Happy  they 
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who  have  the  blood  of  Chrift  upon  them,  not  for 
deflrufiion,  (as  the  Jews  who  murdered  him,  and 
imprecated  this  dreadful  vengeance  on  themfelves, 
and  their  pofterity,)  but  for  falvation ,  (as  all  them 
who. believe. )  Rahab  s  fafety  was  confirmed  by  the 
oaths  of  men  but  theirs  by  the  oath,  of  God,  for 
whom  it  is  impoffible  to  fie.  Deftru&ion  approaches 
not  thefe  doors;  death  enters  not  thefe  windows 
where  the  blood  of  Chrift  is  found. 

In  vain  did  the  kings  of  Canaan  confpire  to  op- 
pofe  the  victorious  Jofhua  after  the  deftru&ion  of 
Jericho  ;  for  at  laft  he  bids  his  captains  fet  their  feet.  • 
upon  the  necks  of  the  hoftile  princes,  in  token  of  full 
conqueft.  Nor  was  it  ftrange  he  fhould  be  able  to 
do  this,  when  the  very  heavens  befriended  them,  by 
cafting  down  prodigious  hailftones  to  kill  his  Hying 
enemies  ;  and  their  moft  glorious  luminaries,  the  fun 
and  moon,  were  obedient  to  his  voice,  and  flood  ft  ill 
in  their  habitation,  till  the  vengeance  written  was 
executed  upon  the  devoted  nations.  Such  is  that 
compiete  victory  over  all  the  enemies  of  God  and 
his  people,  which  he  fhall  gain  who  goes  forth  con¬ 
quering  and  to  conquer.  It  is  the  diftinguifhed' 
honour  of  all  his  faithful  foldiers  to  tread  upon  the 
devil,  the  world,  and  the  lufts  of  the  flefh.  Thefe 
are  the  dragons  and  the  lions  which,  they  trample 
under  their  feet  ;  thefe  are  the  kings  they  bind  with 
chains  ;  thefe  are  the  nations  they  fhall  dafh  in  driv¬ 
ers,  as  a  potter’s  veftel  with  a  rod  of  iron.  And  a 
time  is  coming,  when  the  upright  fhall  have  domin¬ 
ion  over  the  wicked  ;  for  fo  is  his  will,  whom  not 
only  the  fun  and  moon,  but  all  the  numerous  hoft  of 
heaven  and  earth  obey. 

\  * 
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At  lad  the  favoured  nation-  of  the  Jews  are  brought 
into  their  promifed  red,  under  the  conduft  of  their 
valiant  general  He  puts  them  in  quiet  pofleiEon  of 
that  happy  country  which  he  had  before  fpied  out  for 
them.  This  Mofes  could  not  do.  So  Jefus  Chrid 
hath  introdoced  us,  not  into  a  temporal  red  like 
thine,  O  Jodiua,  but  into  a  fpiritual  and  eternal  red, 
an  incorruptible  and  undehled  inheritance,  which  the 
law  could  not  do,  having  become  weak  through  the. 
fleftu 


o— - 


X.  The  Hi  story  >of  Samson. 

Let  us  now  glance  at  the  prodigious  fates*  of 
Samibn,  that  mighty  and  renowned  judge  of  Ifrael, 
whofe  birth,  life  and  death  were  all  fo  extraordinary,  . 
that,  as  fome  fuppofe,.  the  fabulous  tales  of  Hercules, 
fo  famous  in  Greece,  are  but  this  true  hidory  meta- 
morphofed,  and  dafhed  with  fufiion.  It  may  indeed 
feem  odd  to  infert  a  perfon  whole  vices  were  fo  glar- 
mg  and  unmannerly  in  the  catalogue  of  the  illudrious 
types  of.  Jefus  Chrid  ;  for  the  hints  of  his  religious 
fend  faintly  difpofition  in  the  hidory  of  the  Judges,  . 
are  fo  dubious  and  fparingy  that  one  would  be  tempt¬ 
ed  to  fufpefl  whether  he  was  a  faint  at  all.  But  the 
honourable  charafter  he  was  veded  with  by  God,' 
and  the  fignal  deliverances  of  his  people  he  was 
enabled  to  achieve,  afford  us  more  than  a  prefump- 
iion,  that  he  was  not  wholly  a  dranger  to  the  fear  of 
the  Lord.  Above  all,  his  reputation  as  a  believer  is 
firmly  edablidied  by  a  New-Tedament  writer,  who 
ranks  him  among  the  eminent  worthies,  who  “  lived 

and 
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and  died  in  faith  ;  who  by  faith  fubdued  kingdoms, 
wrought  righteoufnefs,  obtained  promifes,  ffopt  the 
mouths  of  lions,  quenched  the  violence  of  fire,  efcap- 
ed  the  edge  of  the  Iword,  out  of  weaknefs  were 
made  ftrong,  waxed  valiant  in  fight,  and  turned  to 
flight  the  armies  of  the  aliens.”*  Be  it  fa,  that,  on 
account  of  the  criminal  weaknefs  of  his  mind,  which 
wrought  his  own  definition,,  he^  is  rathpr  a  figure  of 
the  finner,  yet,  if  we  confider  the  prodigious  firength 
of  his  body,  which  wrought  falvation  in  lfrael,  he  is 
jufily  efieemed  a  figfire  of  the  Saviour. 

The  citcumfiances  of  his  birth  fo  much  refemble 
thofe  of  Jefas  Chrift’s,  that  we  can  fcarcely  pafs  them 
over  in  filence.  Both  Jefus  Chrift  and  he  were  con¬ 
ceived  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  befide  the  courfe 
of  nature  ;  their  birth,  and  future  importance,  were 
declared  by  a  meflenger  from  the  invifible  world,  to 
their  female  parents,  that  they  fhould  be  Nazarites 
unto  God,  and  faviours  of  lfrael.  Only  whereas  ' 
Samfon’s  mother  was  but  a  barren  fpouie,  the  mother 
of  Jefus  was  an  unfpotted  virgin.  The  angel  that 
appeared  to  Manoah’s  wife  refufed  to  tell  his  name 
when  importuned  ;  but  the  angel  who  appeared  to  the 
wife  of  Jofeph,  declared  who  he  was  without  being 
afked.  Samfon  was  but  a  legal  Nazarite  from  the 
womb,  and  many  a  time  he  feems  to  have  acted  a 
part  very  unworthy  offuch  a  facred  name  ;  but  Jefus 
Chrifi  was  that  in  fubfiance,  which  Samfon,  and  oth¬ 
er  Nazarites,  were  only  in  fhadow$  “  holy,  harmlefs, 
undefiled,  feparated  from  finners  ;b  purer  than  fnow, 
whiter  than  milk,  more  ruddy  in  body  than  rubies, 
his  polifhing  was  of  fapphire.>,c  He  was,  during  his 
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whole  life,  dedicated  to  the  fervice  of  God,  abfiraft- 
ed  from  the  affairs  of  the  world,  denied  to  the  grati¬ 
fications  of  fenfe,  and  pure  from  all  uncleannefs. 
And,  laftly,  that  the  refemblance  bs'wixt  him  and 
that  religious  order  might  be  more  complete,  whereas, 
at  the  expiring  of  their  vow  they  were  obliged,  by 
the  divine  law,  to  offer  as  many  facrifices  as  though 
they  had  been  lepers,  even  though  they  had  fully 
complied  with  all  their  reflridHons  ;  fo  Jefus  Chritf, 
that  he  might  fully  pay  his  vow  to  the  mighty  God 
of  Jacob,  offered  himfeif  a  facrifice,  though  he  had 
no  fin  of  his  own  to  be  expiated.  And  perhaps 
it  is  more  than  a  conjecture  that  his  education  in 
the  village  of  Nazareth,  which  cccafioned  his  being 
called  a  Nazarene,  in  the  common  ftyle  ot  his  coun¬ 
try,  was  intended,  in'  the  fecret  providence  of  God, 
to  be  an  intimation  to  all,' that  he  was  the  true  Naz- 
arite,  in  whom  the  ancient  laws  of  Nazaritefhip 
were  to  receive  their  end  :  and  thus,  according. to 
a  holy  evangelifi,  it  was  fulfilled  that  is  written  in  the 
prophets,  44  He  fhall  be  called  a  Nazarene.”  a 

We  fhall  now  come  ..to  take  notice  of  fome  of  the 
jnoft  fingular.  adtions  of  this  illuftrions  Xfanite,  which 
are  as  uncommon  as  his  extraordinary  birth  prefaged. 
Whether  his  marriage  with  a  Philifline  was  any 
dark  figure  of  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles  1  will  not 
determine.  But 'his  encounvsr  with  a  young  lion 
that  roar.ed  agajmft  him,  when  he  had  no  defen  five 
weapon  in  his  hand,  in  which  he  was  vi&orious,  (a 
prelude  of  his  future  vidtories,)  feems  not  unlike 
that  firft  prelufive  battle  our  Redeemer  had  with  the 
roaring  lion  of  liefi?  who  met  him  in  the  wilderness, 
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and  roared  again  ft  him  by  three  moft  hideous  temp¬ 
tations,  but  was  totally  routed  and  overcome  by  the 
Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah. 

Hail,  Son  of  the  Moft  High,  heir  of  both  worlds, 

Queller  of  Satan,  on  thy  g^rious  work 

Now  enter,  and  begin  to  fave  mankind.  Milton. 

And  whereas  the  dead  carcafs  of  the  lion  is  re¬ 
corded  to  have  become  an  hive  of  bees,  who,  by 
fome  ftrange  mftindt,  chofe  here  to  make  their  honey; 
this  may  at  leaft  put  us  in  mind,  what  are  the  happy 
effe&s  of  the  conquefts  of  our  Redeemer.  The  law 
roared  againft  him,  by  its  threatenings  ;  but  he  over¬ 
came  it  by  his  complete  fatisfadtion.  Death  roared 
againft  him,  and  thought  to  fwallow  him  ;  but,  O 
death!  he  was  thy  plague.  Be  not  afraid  of  the 
condemning  law,  ye  that  believe  in  the  Son  of  God  ; 
tremble  not  at  the  thoughts  of  death  !  Thefe  roar- 
ing  lions  are  quelled  by  your  almighty  Redeemer, 
who  has  feen  the  travail  of  his  foul,  and  is  Satisfied, 
as  Samion  did  eat  of  the  honey  which  he  found  in 
the  carcafs  ;  and  who  alfo  invites  his  people  to  par¬ 
take  with  him  in  his  repaft,  as  it  is  faid,  “  Eat  ye 
that  which  is  good, -and  let  your  foul  delight  in  fat- 
nefs.”  a  To  have  beheld  a  flight  of  eagles  alighted 
on  the  carrion,  would  have  been  no  uncommon  occur¬ 
rence  ;  for  “  where  the  carcafs  is,  there  will  the 
eagles  be  gathered  together.”5  But  for  bees  to 
take  up  their  quarters  on  a  dead  carcafs,  and  there  to 
depofit  their  delicious  ftores,  is  fo  unlike  the  natural 
difpofition  of  thefe  clean  and  prudent  infedts,  as  to 
afford  the  matter  of  that  famous  riddle  which 
this  great  champion  propounded  to  his  friends,  on 
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occafion  of  this  extraordinary  adventure,  and  which 
they  were  not  able  to  guefs  the  meaning  of,  till,. ac¬ 
cording  to  the  proverb  then  ufed,  they  ploughed  with 
his  heifer.  That  fwarms  of  Chriilians  fhould  be  af- 
fociated  together,  and  live  by  the  death  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  whdfe  flefh  is 
meat  indeed  ;  that  glory  fhould  come  to  us  by  his 
difhonour,  riches  by  his  poverty,  flrength  by  his 
weaknefs,  life  by  his  death  ;  that  the  moB  unlikely 
means  fhould  bring  about  the  mod  glorious  and  bene¬ 
ficial  ends  ;  that  our  mod  terrible  enemies  fhould  be 
meat  for  us  ;  that  what  promifes  nothing  but  flench 
and  putrefaction,  fhould  yield  fweet  comfort  and  re- 
frefhment ;  thefe  are  the  things,  which,  by  the  gof- 
pel,  are  declared  unto  us.  Here,  Sanifon,  thy  rid¬ 
dle  unfolds  itfelf,  which  none  can  underhand  aright 
who  plough  not  witTi ‘God’s  heifer;  that  is,  the 
Spirit  of  God,  who  fearchetn  all  things,  and  reveals 
what  the  natural  man  receiveth  not,  nor  knows. 

It  was  flrange  the  Ifraelites  did  not  join  together, 
under1  fuch  a  redoubted  champion,  to  fhake  off  the 
fhameful  yoke  of  the  Philiflines.  But  they  were  fo 
'loft  to  all  fenfe  of  fhame  and  gratitude,  as  to  treat 
the  deliverer  of  their  country  like  the  betrayer  of  it. 
They  bind  (by  his  own  confent)  their  judge  and 
avenger,  and  traitoroufly  deliver  him  to  their  tyrants 
and  oppreflors.  But  their  joy  was  fhort  in  their 
prifoner.  For,  burfting  their  bands,  and  calling  away 
their  cords,  with  a  very  contemptible  weapon,  he 
deals  death  and  defolation  at  every  blow,  and  makes 
a  moft  terrible  carnage.  For  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
came  upon  him,'  and  fining  his  arm  with  more  than 
mortal  vigour  :  and  the  promife  was  literally  fulfilled, 
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<(  That  one  fhould  chaee  a  thousand.”*  Even  To, 
'the  avenger  of  the  human  race,  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  was  bafely  delivered  up  by  his  own  country¬ 
men,  who  had  received  many  favours  from  him,  in¬ 
to  the  hands  of  the  Gentiles.  But  without  his  own 
*  confent,  Judas,  with  all  his  rout,  could  not  have 
bound  him.  O  Saviour  of  the  world  !  thy  love  to 
men,  and  obedience  to  God,  were  the  invifible  but 
mighty  cords  that  held  thee  faft.  Thefe,  and  not 
'  the  nails  that  transfixed  thy  hands  and  feet,  hindered 
thee  to  have  thyfelf,  and  come  down  Bom  the  crofs. 
But  the  triumphing  of  the  wicked  was  fhort  ;  for 
when  they  vainly  imagined  they  had  him  fure  and 
fafe,  fattened  to  a  crofs,  and  laid  in  the  grave,  he 
ttarts  up  a  dreadful  adverfary,  the  cords  of  death 
are  not  able  to  hold  him  ;  out  of  weaknefs  he  is 
made  ttrong  ;  and  though  all  nations  compatted  him, 
yet  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  he  did  deftroy  them. 
And  how  contemptible  was  the  inttrument  he  ufed. 
in  this  mighty  work  !  As  when  Samfon,  who  want¬ 
ed  not  fpears  and  fwords,  was  directed  to  ufe  no 
other  weapon  but  the  jaw-bone  of  an  afs  ;  fo  Jefus 
Chritt,  who  could  have  commanded  the  fecular  arm 
to  fpread  the  conquetts  of  his  gofpel,  or  have  ordain¬ 
ed  ttrength  out  of  the  mouths  of  eloquent  orators, 
and  profound  philofophers  ;  yet  chofe  contemptible 
fifhermen,  and  perfected  praife  out  of  the  mouths  of 
babes  and  fucklings. 

I  might  mention,  in  the  next  place,  his  marvel¬ 
lous  efcape  from  Gaza,  where  he  was  watched  all 
night ‘by  his  enemies  ;  but  he  eluded  their  vigilance^ 
and,  unhinging  their  maffy  gates,  he  took  away  upon 
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his  fhoulclers  part  of  the  battlements  of  that  drong 
city,  for  they  were  not  the  Lord’s,  and  carried  them 
to  the  top  of  an  hill,  the  enemies  having  no  power 
either  to  refid  or  to*pt*rfue.  An  emblem  of  our 
mighty  Saviour  deeping  in  the  chamber  of  the  grave, 
where  he  was  watched  by  the  jealous  fcribes  and 
pharifees,  who  vainly  imagined  to  hinder  his  refur- 
reftion.  But  when  they  lead  expected,  he  arofe  ; 
he  burd  the  gates  of  death  ;  and,  leading  captivity 
captive,  he  afcended  on  high. 

But  the  manner  in  which  he  died  is  perhaps  w-hat 
mod  entitles  him  to  be  the  type  of  Jefus  Chrid,  who, 
like  Samfon,  was  betrayed,  and  Ibid  by  a  pretended 
friend,  bound,  blindfolded,  infulted,  and  made  his 
grave  with  the  wicked.  Like  Samfon,  he*  Willingly 
refigned  his  breath; -but  by  his  death,- death  was 
abolifhed,  principalities  and  powers  wereifpoiled,  and, 
O  ye  enemies  of  falvation,  dedruftions  have  a  per¬ 
petual  end.  Thy  death,  O  Jefus*  is  our  life,  and  by 
thy  crofs  we  triumph  over  thefe*  wicked  luds  that 
have  fhorn  the  locks  of  our  drength  ;  have  bound 
us  with  fetters  of  iron  ;  have  put  out  the  eyes  of  our 
mind,  and  made  us  dwell  in  darknefs,  and  toil  at  the 
abhorred  drudgery  of'  the  devil  !  Happy  they  who 
are  avenged  of  thefe  cruel  enemies,  though  like  thee, 
O  Samfon,  they  fhould  die  with  them  ! 
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There  is  fcarcely  a  more  amiable  and  consum¬ 
mate  chara&er  to  be  found  in  the  compais  of  facred 
hi  dory  than  David’s,  notwithdanding  Some  blemifhes 
with  which  it  is  tarnifhed.  What  month  is  not 
opened  in  the  -praifes  of  this  good  king,  the  nr  It  ot 
the  kind  that  fwayed  the  Jewilh  fteptre,  who  is  hon¬ 
oured  to  be  the  penman  of  thefe  devout  and  rapturous^ 
compofitions,  dyled  the  Pfalms ,  where  the  graces.  Ol 
poetry  Strive  with  the  beauties  oi  holinefs,  and  which 
are  juftly  eifeemed  the  treafure  of  the  world,  and  a 
complete  fydem  of  revelation  in  miniature  ?  When 
we  confider  that  fervent  devotion,  that  fubmiflion  to 
the  divine  will,  that  delight  in  God’s  law.,  and  zeal 
for  his  worfhip,  that  fpirit  of  forgivenefs  in  the  ca  e 
of  perfonal  injuries,  and  the  other  lovely  gilces  that 
breathe  through  all  his  writings  and  hiftory,  we  mult 
certainly  allow  him  to  have  been  a  faint  of  the  fird 
magnitude.  But  it  is  chiefly  to  be  obferved,  to  the 
honour  of  this  iliuftrious  king,  fo  much  talked  of  in 
the  Bible,  that  he  was  at  once  a  prophet,  a  progeni¬ 
tor,  and  a  figure  of  the  Mefliah.  1  he  laft  particular 
is  fo  evident  from  innumerable  places,  where  David 
and  his  Lord  exchange  not  only  words  and  fpeeches, 
but  alfo  names,  that,  taking  for  granted  this  obvious 
truth,  we  foall  briefly  hint  at  the  mod  remarkable 
parallels  betwixt  them. 

Perhaps  his  very  name,  David ,  which  fignifies 
beloved ,  may  intimate,  that  Chrid  his  antitype  fhould 
be  the  beloved  of  God  and  of  men.  But  it  is  cer¬ 
tain  the  place  of  his  birth  was  always  held  to  be  the 
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fame  where  Chart  fliould  be  born.  Might  not  this- 

tn  0ne,heak"  r  u-y  'David  ^Wh°  Was  a  Prophet,  and 
h.ew  tnat  hmnert  was  a  type  of  Chrift,  and  that  he 

ftould  be^born  in  the  lame  village)  difcovered  fuch  a 

ondneL  ior  Bethlehem*  as  to  be  feized  with  ardent 

ongmgs,  even  for  a  draught  of  water  from  its  well  > 

i^uch  was  this  little  village  aggrandized,,  by  giving 

0“  tn  to  Mg  David,  but  more  by  giving  birth  to 

jeuis  hv iid  :  for  fo  the  prophet  frags  :  “  But  thou, 

Jjetnlenera  -phratah,  though  thou  be  little  among 

the  thousands  of  Judah,  yet  out  of  thee  fhall  he  come 

forth  unto  me,  that  is  to  be  a  ruler  of  Ifrael,  whofe 

gomgs  torth  have  been  of  old,  from  everlading  ” 

From  the  place  of  his  birth,  let  us  come  to  the 

quahncations  of  his  perfon,  both  in  body  and  mind. 

lae  raddmefs  of  his  complexion  is  very  particularly 

noticed  by  the  facred  hidonan.  And  befides  the 

comeimeis  of  his  perfon,  his  prudence  and  valour 

recommended  him  at  court,  when  he  had  no  hioher 

title  tnan  tbs  fon  op  Jeffs  the  Bethlehemite .  But  above 

ah,  his  charaAer  is  crowned  by  that  mod  ample 

commendation  God  was  pleafed  to  give  him  when 

he  removed  Saul,  “  I  have  found  a  man  after  mine 

own  heart,  that  fhall  fulfil  all  my  will.”a  And 

where  fhall  thefe  illudrious  endowments  be  found  in 

their  higheft- perfections,  but  in  the  perfon  of  the  Son 

of  David  ?  who  is  white  and  ruddy,  the  chiefed 

among  ten  thoufands,  fairer  than  the  children  of  men, 

the  mighty  God,  the  prudent  fervant  of  the  Lord  ; 

and,  ladly,  who  “  came  to  do  thy  will,  O  God,  thy 

law  was  in  the  midd  of  his  heart. ”b 

Let 
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Let  us  next  compare  their  fufflerings,  and  we  fliall 
find  a  furprifing  refemblance.  We  might  firft  take 
notice  of  his  lurking  in  oblcurity  for  a  long  time  in 
his  father’s  houfe,  where  he  tended  the  flocks  of 
fheep,  before  he  was  a  fhepherd  of  men.  But  though 
the  like  obfcurity  was  the  fate  of  Jefus  Chriit  for  a 
long  tradl  of  years,  when  he  dwelt  in  his  father’s 
houfe  ;  perhaps  it  is  not  fo*  proper  to  mention  this 
particular  under  the  head  of  David’s  afflictions  ;  for 
we  can  fcarce  doubt  but  it  was  the  mod  happy  pe¬ 
riod  of  his  whole  life,  when  he  followed  the  ewes 
with  young.  From  the  time  he  began  to  attract  the 
obfervation  of  the  world,  what  was  the  greateft  part 
of  his  life  but  a  continual  war  ?  His  own  brother 
made  him  a  very  furly  fpeech,  to  deter  him  from  his 
fird  public  adventure  in  encountering  Goliath,  infin- 
uating,  that  the  foie  motive  he  had  in  vifting  the 
camp  at  that  juncture  was  pride  and  naughtinefs  of 
heart.  Which  puts  us  in  mind  of  the  coarfe  recep¬ 
tion  our  gracious  Redeemer  met  with  from  his  breth¬ 
ren  according  to  the  fleffl,  who  received  him  not, 
but  loaded  him  with  the  mod  odious  imputations, 
and  virulent  reproaches,  and  always  put  the  word 
condru&ions  upon  his  words  and  aidions.  We  are 
alfo  told,  that  iome  of  his  neared  relations  believed 
not  on  him.  And  as  to  the  perfections  he  endured 
under  the  tyrant-reign  of  Saul,  (which  were  the  oc- 
cafion  of  many  fweet  pfalms,  tranfmitted  even  to  our 
times,)  the  likenefs  betwixt  them  and  thofe  of  Jefus 
Chriit,  under  the  tyrant-reign  of  Herod,  is  greater 
than  one  would  think  at  fird  view.  David’s  life  is 
fought  after  by  his  own  king :  and  what  was  the 
quarrel  ?  It  was  the  fear  that  David  would  fucceed 
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to  the  crown,  as  was  revealed  to  the  prophet  Samuel 
,fo  Jefus  Chrift  is  perfecuted  by  Herod,  king  of  Judea, 
from  the  foolifh  fuppofition,  that  he  could  elude  the 
high  decrees  of  Heaven  and  falfify  the  fcriptures  of 
the  prophets.  In  David’s  quarrel  the  innocent 
priefts  in  Nob  were  cruelly  butchered ;  and  the  in¬ 
nocent  babes  in  Bethlehem  in  the  caufe  of  jefus 
Chrift.  “  Curfed  be  their  anger,  for  it  was  cruel.- ”a 
But  both  the  bloody  tyrants  (hared  the  fame  fuccefs  : 
for  as  all  attempts  to  feize  the  perfon  of  David  were 
vain,  fo  Herod’s  bloody  plot  againft  the  life  of  Chrift 
proved  abortive.  But  when  we  are  remembering 
David,  and  all  his  afflictions,  we  mud  not  forget  that 
very  lingular  one  which  befel  him,  when  he  was. 
compelled,  by.  an  unnatural  fon,  and  rebellious  fub- 
jedts,  to  fly  from  his  royal  city  ;  and,  with  his  for- 
rowful  friends,  palled  over  the  brook  Kidron  in  a 
melancholy  plight.  It,  was  over  this  fame  brook  the 
Son  and  Lord  of  David  paffed  to  that  fatal  garden 
where  he  was  apprehended,  in  company  with  his  for- 
rowful  apoftles.  And  what  was  no  fmall  addition 
to  David’s  diftrefs,  his  own  familiar  friend,  in  whom 
he  confided,  a  fervant,  that  ate  of  his  bread,  played 
the  traitor,  and  lift  up  his  heel  againfl:  him  ;  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  was  not  wanting  in  the  cafe  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  betrayed  by  one  of  his  apoftles.  Who 
knows  not  that  the  fame  fcriptures  are  applied  to 
Judas  in  the  New  Teftament,  that  are  in  the  Old 
fpoken  of  Ahithophel  ?  “  Let  his  habitation  be  def¬ 
olate,  and  let  another  take  his  office. ”b  It  is  true, 
the  Son  of  David  knew  from  the  beginning  who 
fhould  betray  him,  which  David  knew  not :  but  in 

other 
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other  refpe&s  the  parallel  is  very  near  ;  for  both 
thefe  curfed  traitors  were  alike  in  their  former  char¬ 
acter  and  truft,  alike  in  their  execrable  villany,  and; 
alike  in  their  tragical  end. 

Having  enumerated  fome  of  David’s  typical  af¬ 
flictions,  let  us  come  to  his  renowned  achievements,- 
both  in  war  and  in  peace,  wherein  alfo  he  fee  ms  tO: 
have  been  defigned  an  emblem  of  the  fame  glorious 
perfom  His  victory  over  that  proud  infulting  Phi- 
liftine,  who  defied  the  armies  of  the  living  God,  is 
none  of  the  leaft  exploits  for  which  he  hands  re¬ 
corded  in  the  rolls  of  fame..  He  heard  his  blaf- 
phemous  railings  ;  he  faw  the  unmanly  terror  of  the 
Ifraelites,  who  all  declined  the  fmgle  combat  of  this, 
vain  boafter  ;  he  was  informed  of  the  great  rewards 
the  victor  fhould  receive  from  the  king  ;  and,  not  in 
the  leaf!  intimidated,  by  the  fierce  appearance,  he 
refolves  to  accept  the  challenge,  in  the  name  of  the 
infulted  God  of  Ifraeh  Armed  with  no  weapons 
but  his  ftaff  and  fling,  he  lays  the  vaunting  warrior 
proftrate  in  death  ;  adding  withal  this  indignity  to 
his  huge  corps,  of  fevering  his  head  from  the  body 
with  his  own  fword.  Get  the  vaunting  Goliath  be 
an  emblem  of  the  devil,  who  has  the  power  of  death* 
A  great  reward  is  propofed  by  the  King  of  heaven  to 
the  perfon  who  fhall  encounter  and  overcome  this 
formidable  enemy.  No  man,  no  angel,  dared  the 
arduous  enterprise.  But  Jefus  Ghrift,  defcending  to 
vifit  his  brethren,  and  fee  our  camp,  moved  with  a 
becoming  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  falva- 
tion  of  the  human  race,  and  for  the  joy  that  was  fet 
before  him,  prepares  himfelf  for  the  mortal  combat. 
His  brethren  indeed  defpifed  him,  and  ufed  him 

rudely* 
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rudely,  but  he  was  not  deterred  from  his  merciful 
defign.  He  borrowed  no  armour  from  us,  for  he 
only  partook  of  our  infirm  flelhly  nature  :  but  by  his 
own  drength  and  wifdom  he  obtained  the  victory 
with  the  daff  of  his  crofs  ;  a  mod  unlikely  weapon  ! 
tor  God  was  his  fhield  and  glory,  and  the  lifter  up 
of  his  head.  “  By  death-, ”  which  was  like  the  dev¬ 
il’s  fword,  “  he'dedroyed  him  that  had  the  power  of 
death  i,,a  and  the  faying  of  the  prophet  is  fulfill¬ 
ed,  “  I  will  fave  them  by  the  Lord  their  God,  and 
will  mot  fave  them  by  bow,  nor  by  fword,  nor  by 
battle,  nor  by  horfes,  nor  by  horfemen.”b  We 
might  alfo  obferve,  how  his  taking  the  drong  hold  of 
Zion  from  the  Jebufites  might  be  an'  emblem  of 
Chrid’s  conquering  the  Gentile  church.  His  defir¬ 
ing  to -find  a  place  for  the  God  of  Jacob  to  red  in, 
may  be  confidered  in, the  fame  light.  This,  O  Sa¬ 
viour  !  was  thy  gracious  defign  in  vifiting  our  regions 
of  mortality,  to  find  a  place  of  red  among,  the  linful 
race  of  men,  for  that  God,  whofe  throne  is  the 
highed  heaven,  and  his  footdool  the  earth  ; — to  find, 
not  a  fhadowy  red  upon  an  earthly  mountain,  or  in  a 
material  drutdure,  but  a  real,  a  glorious,  an  everlading 
red  in  the  temple  of  thy  body  the  church,  that  God. 
the  Lord  might  dwell  forever  among  them. 

Great  was  the  glory  to  which  the  king  of  lfrael 
was  raifed  from  fmall  beginnings  ;  and  the  prudence 
of  his  adminidration,  when  he  wasdifted  out  of  the 
dud,  proved  him  not  to  have  been  unworthy  of  fuch 
high  dignity.  It  is  true,  we  mud  allow  him  to  have 
commuted  no  fmall  errors  in  fome  particular  a6ls  of 
government  ;  but  as  to  the  main  of  his  conduct,  he 

received 
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received  this  honourable  tedimonyy  “  He  fed  them, 
according  to  the  integrity  of  his  heart,  and  guided 
them  by  the  fkilfulnefs  of  his  hands.” a  Even  fa 
the  humble  Saviour,  who  might  truly  fay,  “  Mine 
heart  is  not  naughty,  O  Lord,  neither  are  mine  eyes 
lofty,  °  was  exalted  from,  his  date  of  low  debafe- 
ment,  to  tne  highed  pinnacle  of  glory,  to  become  not 
only  the  -head  of  ins  church  but  of  the  Heathen  ;  and 
the  people  who  know  him  not,  are  made  to  ferve 
his  will.  But  in  this  he  far  excels  the  type,  that  the 
annals  of  ms  reign  are  not  flained  with  any  of  the 
fmJled  DiOts,  and  u  of  the  increase  of  his  govern** 
ment  and  peace  there  (hall  be  no  end.”c 

We  dial]  but  mention,  in  the  la(t  place,  the  cove¬ 
nant  of  royalty  which  God  was  pleafecl  to  make  with 
David  and  his  feed  forever  ;  an  emblem  of  that  cov¬ 
enant  which  God  had  made  with  Chrid,  as  the 
reprefentative  of  his  chofen  people.  This  covenant, 
O  David,  was  thy  c6nfolation-4o  all  thy  family-trials, 
and  under  the  melancholy  apprehenfions  of  thy  fuc- 
cenor  s  apodacy.  Q  may  it  alfo  be  our  confolation  ! 

and  let  all  the.  children  of  Zion  be  joyful  in  their 
King  1  J  J 
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Hil  next  illudrious  perfonage  we  fhall  mention 
is  Solomon,  the  Ion  of  David  ;  the  wife,  wealthy, 
magnificent,  and  peaceful  monarch  of  Jerufalem,  who* 
like  his  father,  was  honoured  to  be  the  penman  of  a 

very  ' 
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very  confiderable  and  ufeful  part  of  the  infpired  writ* 
ings,  by  which  he  may  be  juftly  reckoned  to  have 
made  abundant  compensation  to  the  church  of  God, 
for  the'  great  offence  he  was  left  to  give  to  all  good 
men,  by  the  fad  apolfacy  of  his  advanced  years. 
That  he  was  a  figure  of  the  Meffiah,  feems  evident 
from  what  God  faid  concerning  him  by  the  prophet 
Nathan,  which  is  applied  by  a  New-  Feflament  writer 
to  jefus  Chriil, — I  will  be  to  him  a  Father,  and 
he  fhall  be  to  me  a  Son  ;,;a — from  what  David  faid 
in  the  feventy.-fecond  pfalm  ; — -and  from  the  mofl 
excellent  fong  of  fongs  compofed  by  himfelf,  not 
concerning  nimfelf,  but  Jefus  Chriil,  the  glorious 
Bridegroom  of  the  church,  under  a  borrowed  name* 
Nor  is  it  difficult  to  find  out  feveral  things  in  Solo1* 
mon’s  character  and  hiflory,  that  greatly  refemble 
the  character  and  hiflory  of  a  far-  greater  perfon 

than  he.  .  * 

We  fhall  firfl  take  notice  of\that  wifdom  and  fa- 

2;acity  for  which  he  was  fo  much  ceieoratea.  It 
pleafed  God  to  confer  upon  this  beloved  king  a  very 

uncommon  meafure  of  intellectual  endowments,  to  fit 

him  for  difcharging  the  high  office  to  "which  he  was 
railed,  tie  afked  wifdom  trom  God,  as  the  b^fl 
and  mofl  perfeft  gift  :  nor  did  he  afk  in  vain  ;  for 
God  gave  him  a  wife  and  underflanding heart, as  never 
monarch  had  before-.''  His  wifoom  far  excelled  that 
of  the  mofl  renowned  fages  of  his  time.  The  world 
of  nature  was  all  his  owm  -  He  fpake  of  plants  and 
animals,  from  the  triumphant  cedar  down  to  the  hum¬ 
ble  mofs  ;  and  from  the  foaring  eagle  to  the  creeping 

infeft.  As  a  fcholar,  no  queftion  was  too  hard  for 

him 
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him  to  refolve  ;  and  as  a  judge,  no  cafe  too  intricate 
to  decide.  The  wifdom  of  his  proverbial  fayings, 
and  the  fublimity  of  his  poetical  compofitions,  may  be 
mod  certainly  inferred  from  'thole  fpecimens  which 
have  reached  our  times.  He  was  not  only  revered 
as  the  oracle  of  his  country,  but  even  princes,  neigh¬ 
bouring  and  remote,  courted  his  friend fhip,  and  were 
ambitious  of  his  acquaintance.  His  very  fervants 
that  miniftered  unto  him,  were  pronounced  happy  by 
a.  great  queen,  who,  fired  with  the  love  of  wifdom, 
undertook  a  long  and  expenfive  journey,  leaving  for 
a  time  the  delights  of  her  court,  and  the  cares  -of 
date,  to  pay  him  a  vifit,  of  whom  Ihe  had  heard  fo 
much  ;  though  dill,  as  Ihe  afterwards  acknowledged, 
the  half  had  not  been  told  her :  therefore  lhall  Ihe 
rife  up  in  judgment  againd  the  men  in  ^every  genera¬ 
tion,  who  refufe  to  hear  the  wifdom,  and  receive 
the  inftru&ion  of  a  greater  than  Solomon,  who  is  the 
Wifdom  of  God  itfelf,  and  in  whom  are  hid  treafures, 
all  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge  ;  who,  indead 
of  waiting  till  we  come  to  feek  him,  has  come  from 
heaven  to  us,  . and  cries  in  the  chief  places  of  con- 
courfe,  in  the  openings  of  the  gates,  in  the  city  he 
uttereth  his  words,  44  How  long,  ye  fimple  ones,  will 
ye  love  fimplicity,  and  fools  hate  knowledge  ?  turn 
you  at  my  reproof.”  a  What  was  thy  wifdom,  Solo¬ 
mon,  to  his  on  whom,  as  the  prophet  tedifies,  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  did  red,  the  Spirit  of  wifdom, 
counfel  and  knowledge  to  make  him  of  quick  under- 
danding  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  :  A\imire  we  the 
\ad  extent  of  Solomon’s  erudition  ?  There  is  no 


creature 
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'  creature  that  is  not  manifeft  in  the  fight 'of  Jefus 
'■  Chriii:,  from  the  greatefl  unto  the  lead.  It  is  re¬ 
corded  of  him,  that  with  the  utmoft  facility  he  an- 
fwered  the  hard  queflions  that  were  put  to  him. 
Neither  can  the  wifdom  of  Jefus  Chriftbe  nonpluffed 
to  anfwer  the  moft  puzzling  query,  when  that  moft 
^difficult  of  any  has  been  refolved  by  him,  “  Where¬ 
with  fhall  a  guilty  finner  come  before  the  Lord  r  and 
how  fhall  he  bow  himfelf  before  the  high  God  a 
Was  Solomon  an  acute  penetrating  judge,  judging  his 
people  with  righteoufnefs,  and  his  poor  with  judg¬ 
ment  ?  Of  Chrift  it  "was  declared,  “  He  fhall  not 
judge  after  the  feeing  of  his  eyes,  nor  reprove  after 
the  hearing  of  his  ears ;  but  with  righteoufnefs  fhall  he 
judge  the  poor,  and  reprove  with  equity  for  the  meek 
of  the  earth.”  b  He  difeerns  at  firft  view  a  Nathanael 
and  a  Judas,  and  will  feparate  the  righteous  and  the 
wicked.  And  what  are  the  wife  fpeeches  of  Solo¬ 
mon  to  thofe  of  Jefus  Chnfl,  by  whofe  Spirit  the 
whole  fcriptures  were  dilated,  and  Solomon  himfelf 
infpired  ? 

To  the  wifdom,  let  us  fubjointhe  wealth  of  Solo¬ 
mon,  who  made  even  filverin  Jerufalem  as  the  hones 
of  the  hreet.  But  how  fhall' this  agree  to  our  Lord 
Jefus,  who  was  himfelf  a  poor  man,  without  a  fixed 
dwelling-place,  and  whofe  followers  moft  generally 
are  the  poor  among  men  ?  True  indeed,  he  neither 
pofleffed  the  riches  of  the  world  himfelf,  nor  can  his 
fubie&s  boaft,  that  they  have  amaffed  huge  quantities 
of  white  and  yellow  earth,  called  filver  and  gold  : 
yet  are  thy  riches,  Lord  Jefus,  unfearchable  ;  eterni- 

,  - 
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ty  itfelf  too  ffiort  to  count  them.  The  arithmetic  of 
angels  would  not  be  able  to  call  the  mighty  fum. 
Thefe  riches  haft  thou  purchafed  by  thy  poverty  ; 
and  what  is  faid  of  money  we  ftili  more  truly  affirm 
of  thy  inexhauftible  fulnefs,  u  It  anfwers  all  things.’ ’  * 
If  Solomon  made  filver  as  the  ftones  ;  Jefus  Chrift 
renders  the  moft  admired  vanities  of  the  world  but 
lofs  and  dung.  O  the  immenfe  value  of  the  riches 
of  Chrift  I  of  whom  it  is  faid  in  the  prophet,  “  For 
brafs  I  will  bring  gold,  for  iron  filver,  for  wood  brafs, 
and  for  fiones  iron.”  b  Even  fuch  amazing  wealth 
is  fcarcely  Ht  to  be  an  emblem  of  the  true  riches  ; 
for  a  New-Teftament  writer  rifes  in  the  defcription, 
and  talks  of  a  city  whofe  inhabitants  are  kings, 
whofe  walls  are  jafper,  whofe  gates  are  pearls,  whofe 
ilreets  are  paved  with  gold.  Here  that  precious 
metal,  on  which  the  men  of  the  world  fet  their  hearts, 
is  trodden  with  the  feet.  How  diminutive  is  the 
fplendour  of  earthly  courts  !  how  defpicable  is  a  Solo¬ 
mon,  though  feated  on  his  ivory  throne,  in  compan¬ 
ion  of  fuch  ftupendous  magnificence  ;  which  never 
indeed  exifted  in  the  world  of  nature,  but  has  a  true, 
though  fpiritual  exiftence  in  the  kingdom  of  Jefus 
Chrift  .]  To  conclude  then,  As  the  wifdom  of  Solo¬ 
mon  was  but  folly  to  the  wifdom  of  Jefus  Chrift  ;  fo, 
in  comparifon  of  his  riches,  his  wealth  was  poverty. 

From  his  wifdom  and  wealth,  let  us  come  to  the 
extent  of  his  dominions,  which  we  are  told  was  very 
wide.  And  if  in  the  multitude  of  people  is  the 
king  s  honour,  the  King  Meffiah  equals,  nay,  far 
excels  the  king  of  Ifrael.  Wna't  was  it  to  reign 
ever  all  kingdoms  from  the  Euphrates  to  the  midland 
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Tea,  and  to  the  corner  of  Egypt,  to  his  extenfive 
fway,  whofe  kingdom  rules  oyer  all  ? 

But  what  was  a  moft  lingular  recommendation  of 
Solomon’s  happy  reign,-  for  the  mod  part  it  was  not 
difturbed,  either  with  civil  jars  or  foreign  war ;  for, 
as  his  name  imported, vhe  was  a  man  of  reft  ;  and, 
except  towards  the  latter  end  of  his  days,  his  fubje&s 
enjoyed  the  moft  profound  tranquillity.  This  was 
ddigned  to  be  a  faint  reprefentation  of  the  govern- 
ment  of  the  Prince  of  Peace  ;  whofe  gofpel  is  a  doc¬ 
trine,  which, qf  (incerely  believed,  effectually  recon¬ 
ciles  men  to  God,  and  to  one  another.  Therefore 
the  ancient  prophets,  fpeaking  of  thefe  peaceful  times 
when  Meftiah  fhould  reign,  have  collected  the  moft 
ftriking  and  amiable  images  of  peace  that  can  well  be 
conceived.  They  talk,  of  nations  cheating  their 
Iwords  .  into  ploughfhares,  and  their  fpears  into 
pruning-hooks  ;  that  arts  of  death  and  mutual  de- 
ftru&ion  fhall  no  more  be  learned  as  an  ufeful  fcience ; 
that  the  moft  ravenous  beaft  ftiall  be  as  tame  as  thofe 
with  which  mankind-  are -moft*  familiar  ;  that  the 
moft  envenomed  ferpent  fhall  ceafe  to  be  pernicious- ; 
that  bows  and  fwords,  and  fuch  like  inftruments  of 
death,  fhall  ceafe  out;of  the  earth,  and  the-  odious 
din  of  battle  fhall  be  heard  no  more.  „ ,  If  now  thefe 
charming  prophecies  have  not  received  their  full  ac- 
complifhment,  our  wars  and  fightings,  O  Prince  of 
Peace  !  are- not  the  native  refult  of  thy  gofpel,  but 
they  come  from  the  lufts  that  war  in  our  members. 

4  To  this  original  .may  they  all  be  traced.  O  fhame 
/to  men,  who  are  called  by  the  Chriftian  name,  to  a£t 
a  part  fo  unlike  their  facred  profefiion,  by  waging 
horrid  wars  with  one  another,  and  rejoicing  in  mutu- 
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al  daughter  to  make  their  fvvords  drunk  with  blood  ! 
Neverthelefs  we,  according  to  his  promise,  expert 
more  happy  times,  when  the  import  of  thele  predic¬ 
tions  {hall  be  more  fully  known,  and  of  the  increafe 
of  his  government  and  peace  there  (hall  be  no  end. 
For  here  indeed  the  order  is  inverted  in  Solomon 
and  his  antitype.  Whereas  the  beginning  of  Solo¬ 
mon’s  adminidration  was  the  mod  peaceable  part  of 
it,  the  latter  end  of  the  Mefliah’s  government  {hall 
be  the  mod  ferene  and  happy  period. 

To  pafs  over  the  foreign  match  of  the  Ifraelitifh 
monarch,  which  fome  have  fuppofed  a  prelude  of 
calling  the  Gentile  church  to  the  fellowfhip  of  Jefus 
Chrid  ;  we  fhall  only  take  notice  of  the  magnificence 
of  Solomon’s  building.  He  was  pitched  upon  by  the 
great  God  to  build  an  houfe  for  his  name  ;  and  un>- 
der  his  direction,  that  facred  dru6ture  was  reared  at 
an  immenfe  charge.  The  workmen  were  foreigners, 
and  many  of  the  materials  fetched  from  abroad. 
The  dones  being  all  prepared  .and  fitted  to  each 
other  beforehand,  the  noife  of  hammers  was  not 
heard  as  the  building  advanced.  Who  knows 
not,  that  the  ancient  temple  was  a  figure  of  the 
church,  which  is  his  body  ?  Chrid  Jefus  is  the  true 
Solbmon,  who  builds  this  holy  and  beautiful  houfe, 
not  with  dead,  but  with  living  dones,  which  are  hew¬ 
ed  by  the  law,  and  polifhed  by  the  gofpel ;  and  being 
thus  fitly  franked,  they  become  a  fpiritual  building, 
and  grow  into  an  holy  temple  in  the  Lord.  Even 
finners  of  the  Gentiles  are  employed  in  this  honoura¬ 
ble  work  of  building  up  the  church  ;  and  of  them  it 
may  be  faid/  “Ye  are  God’s  building.”1  The 
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doclrine  of  the  apodles  and  prophets  is  the  foun¬ 
dation,  and  Jefus  Chrift  himfelf  the  chief  corner- 


done. 


Alii.  The  History  of  Jonah. 

companion  which  our  Lord  was  pleafed  to 
make  Oi  himfelf  and  the  prophet  Jonah,  when  an  evil 
fnQ  adulterous  generation  fought  after  a  lign  from 
neaven,  forbids  us  to  pafs  over  in  filence  this  fhort, 
buL  Iriange  hilfory,  which  is  douhtlefs  one  of  thefe 
p adages  in  the  Old  Tefiament  to  which  the  apolfle 
refers,  when  he  fpeaks  of  Chrift’s  dying  for  our  fins, 
according  to  the  fcriptures,  and  being  buried  and  rif- 
_  again  the  third  day,'  according  to  the  fcriptures  : 

4  ^01  as  Jonas  was  three  days  and  three  nights  in 
the  whale  s  belly,  io  was  the  Son  of  Man  three  days 
and  three  nights  in,  the  heart  of  the  earth.”8 

That  v/c  may  have  the  fulled  view  of  the  refem- 
olance,  let  us  briefly  recoiled:  what  we  are  told  of 
this  propnet  in  the  book  denominated  from  him. 
He  is  charged  with  a  commiflion  by  the  great  God 
to  denounce  the  vengeance  of  Heaven  againft  the 
great  and  linful  city  of  Nineveh,  the  metropolis  of  the 
mighty  Affyriaa  empire.  This  is  the  firft  time  we 
read  of  a  prophet  fent  to  reform  a  Gentile  nation  ; 
and  aOubtlefs  was  a  prelude  of  his  granting  to  the 
Gentiles,  in  future  times,  repentance  unto  life.  It 
was  God  who  commanded,  and  the  prophet  ought 
to  have  been  all  fubmiffion.  But  as  Simon  the  fon 
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of  Tonas  long  after  difputed  the  command  of  God* 

When  he  was  fent  for  the  firft  time  to  preach  unto 
the  Gentiles  ;*fo  Jonas,  though  a  prophet  of  the 
Lord,  who  ought  to  have  known  better  things,  re- 
folves  to  play  the  fugitive,  and,  like  Cain,  to  go  out 
from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  and  be  an  exile  from 
•the  church  where  God  was  worfhipped,  expecting  to 
hear  no  more  of  fuch  troublefome  orders  from  above, 
if  he  was  once  on  fome  foreign  ground.  He  finds  at 
Joppa  a  Ihip  bound  for  Tarfhifh  ;  and  thinking  it  a 
fair  opportunity  of  carrying  his  fcheme  into  execu¬ 
tion,  he  enters  himfelf  a  palfenger.  But,  ye  mariners, 
little  did  you  think  what  a  dangerous  cargo  you  were 
taking  on  board  ;  for  loon  a  temped  from  the  LotJ. 
embroils  the  ocean,  and  death  fits  threatening  on 
every  wave.  Every  manner  betakes  himfelf  to  Ins 
prayers  ;  but  Jonas,  the  caufe  of  the  dorm,  is  fait 
afleep.  He  is  feafonably  reproved  by  the  matter  of 
the  {hip  for  his  untimely  fecurity,  and  earnedly  invit¬ 
ed  to  join  with  them  in  calling  alfo  upon  his  God. 
A  good  advice  to  be  lure  :  but,  alas  !  Jonah  s  heart 
condemned  him;  and  though  his  God  was  the  God  of 
gods,  he  had  little  ground  to  hope  that  his  prayer 
would  be  heard.  Alas  1  the  guilty  perfon  was  mod 
unfit  to  become  a  mediator  for  the  red  of  the  crew. 
They  rightly  judged  that  this  preternatural  dorm  was 
fent  by  angry  Heaven  to  punilh  fome  notorious  odend- 
er :  it  was  put  into  their  hearts  to  find  out,  by  lot, 
who  he  was.  And,  O  furprifing  !  a  profedor  of  the 
true  religion,  and  a  prophet  of  the  Lord,  is  Tingled 
out,  in  a  crew  of  Heathen  failors,  as  the  greated  din¬ 
ner  in  the  {hip/  His  iniquity,  which  he  thought  to 
have  kept  a  profound  fecret,  is  revealed  in  the  mod 
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public  manner  ;  and  himfejf  is  obliged  to  confefs  his 
u  i me  at  large,  that  being  a  fervant  and  prophet  of 
the  God  who  made  heaven,  and  earth,  and  the  fea, 
and  the  dry  land,  he  had  prefumed  to  fly  his  prefence, 
and  dilobey  his  poiitive  command.  What  lhall  they 
do  ?  their  cafe  feems  defperate.  They  afk  his  coun- 
ei  whom  they  now  edeemed  a  prophet.  And, though 
at  tne  expenfe  of  his  life,  he  gives  them  the  bed  di¬ 
rection  could  be  thought  of, — to  cad  himfelf  forth 
into  the  fea.  But  though  he  was  willing  to  die,  the 
good-natured  mariners  were  not  willing  to  put  him 
to  death,  till  they  had  exerted  their  utmod  efforts  to 
lave  themfelves  and  him.  Till  at  lad  they  found 
taeir  labour  vain,  and  with  great  reluctance  they 
heaved  overboard  the  guilty  prophet,  having  firft  fer¬ 
vently  deprecated  the  guilt  of  his  blood.  And  now 
the  criminal  they  demanded  being  furrendered  to  the 
ocean,  the  temped  ceafed  to  roar,  and  the  billows 
laid  afide  their  rage  ;  which  had  fuch  a  good  effert 
upon  the  mariners,  as,  it  is  hoped,  they  proved  fin-, 
cere  worfhippers  of  the  true  God,  whom  the  winds 
and  feas  obeyed.  Who  could  expert  to  hear  of 
Jonas  any  more  ?  But,  Grange  to  fay  !  a  huge  fifh, 
which  the  great  Creator  had  commanded  to  be  ready, 
receives  the  aflomfhed  prophet  into  his  belly,  where 
h»~  lives  three  days  and  three  nights,  being  fupported 
by  an  Almighty  power.  In  this  dreary  ma.nfion  he 
finds  time  to  meditate  his  pad  folly,  and  cry  unto 
the  Loid  in  the  language  of  fincere  repentance. 
And  after  he  had  been  diffidently  punifhed,  the  obe¬ 
dient  fifh  returns  him  fafe  and  found  on  the  dry  land 
on  the  third  .day.  The  commiflion-  is  renewed  $ 
and,  wifer  than  before,  he  obeys  j  goes  to  Nineveh, 
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and  preaches  the  do&rine  of  repentance  ;  threatening 
them  with  dedruftion  in  forty  days.  The  men  of 
Nineveh  repent  ;  and  God  alio  delays  to  drike'the 
blow,  and  repented  him  of  the  evil. 

But  what  we  intend  chiefly  to  obferve  in  the  whole 
of  this  uncommon  tranfadfion  :  A  greater  than  Jonas 
is  here  pointed  forth  in  his  death,  burial,  refurrec- 
tion,  and  preaching  to  the  Gentiles. 

'Ihe  calling  forth  of  Jonah  into  the  fea,  bears  no 
linall  refemblance  to  the  death  of  Cnrift,  though  in 
fome  circumdances  there  is  a  confiderable  difference  ; 
for  the  prophet  Jonah  was,  for  his  own  offences,  de¬ 
livered  into  the  hands  of  mariners,  who,  without  be- 
ing  guilty  of  murder,  or  third  after  his  blood,  did,  1 
with  great  reluctance,  throw  him  overboard  for  their 
own  prefervation  ;  earn.edly  befeeching  that  his  blood 
might  not  be  laid  unto  their  charge  :  but  Jefus  Chrid 
being  delivered,  not  for  his  own,  but  our  offences, 
unto  the  Jews  and  Gentiles,  was  taken,  crucified  and 
flain  with  wicked  hands  ;  while  his  bloody  murder¬ 
ers  imprecated  the  direful  vengeance  of,  his  innocent 
ood  to  be  on  them  and  their  children.  In  other 
re  pects  tne  cafe  of  Chrid  and  Jonah  was  more  alike. 
With  his  own  confent  the  prophet  is  cad  forth  into 
t  le  ea,  after  he  had  acknowledged  that  himfelf  was 
t  e  man  for  whofe  caufe  the  dorm  was  fent,  and 
whom  the  angry  ocean  demanded  ;  fo  Jefus  Chrid 

5^owa  ^  e  *n  t^ie  m°d  voluntary  manner,  and, 

•  o  dly  offered  himfelf  to  the  multitude,  who  were 
ent  to  apprehend  him,  faying,  “  I  am  the  man  whom 
ye  feek  ;  and,  if  ye  feek  me,  let  thefe  go  their  way.,,a 
And  as  the  bufferings  of  the  prophet,  who  was  plung¬ 
ed 
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ed  into,  the  ocean,  were  attended  with  the  mod  hap¬ 
py  confequences,  the  dilling  of  the  temped,  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  lives  of  the  failors,  and,  as  is  hoped, 
the  falvation  of  their  fouls  ;  even  fo,  when  Jefus  the 
Son  of  God  expired  on  the  crofs,  this  event,  though 
in  appearance  tragical,  was  productive  of  the  moll 
blerfed  effefts,  appeafing  the  terhpeft  of  God’s  anger, 
and  faving  from  dell ruCtion  the  many  for  whom  he 
gave  his  life  a  ranfom,  fome  of  whom  were  the  in- 
druments  of  his  death. 

His  lodging  in  the  belly  of  the  filh  three  days  and 
nights,  moll  certainly  correfponds  to  the  burial  of 
our  Redeemer  in  the  grave,  a  part  of  three  natural 
days.  Never  did  that  monder  of  the  deep  fwallow 
fuch  a  model  before.  Nor  did  ever  the  grave  in- 
clofe  fuch  a  priloner  as  Jefus  was.  Jonah,  it  is  true, 
was  not  really  dead,  as  Chrid  was,,  when  in  the  heart 
of  the  earth:  but  as  that  dark  and  difmal  place  of  dark- 
nefs  and  corruption  did  much  refemble  the  gloomy 
horrors  of  the  loathforae  grave,  and  is  even  dyled 
The  belly  of  hell  by  the  prophet  himfelf ;  perhaps  the 
circumllance  of  Jonah’s  being  alive  in  that  living 
fepulchre,  may  put  us  in  mind,  that  Jefus  Chrid  was 
the  living  God,  even  when  he  was  a  dead  man  :  for,- 
O  death  !  you  was  able  indeed  to  rend  his  foul  and 
body  from  one  another,  but  neither  foul  nor  body 
were  diffevered  from  his  divine  perfon.  And  as 
Jonah  received  no  harm  in  that  horrible  prifon, 
(which  was  miraculous,  if  we  confider  the  ftrength 
and  heat  in  the  domach  of  fo  large  a  creature  ;)  fo 
Jefus  Chrid,  when  lying  in  the  grave  a  pale  and 
bloody  corpfe,  faw  no  corruption, 
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His  carting  forth  on  dry  land  on  the  third  day- 
after  his  imprifonment,  at  the  commandment  of  the 
Lord,  anfwers  to  the  refurre&ion  of  the  Son  of  God, 
who,  at  the  commandment  of  his  Father,  was  on  the 
third  day  taken  from  prifon  and  from  judgment. 
When  Jonah  was  faved  from  the  fifh,  he  was  alfo 
faved  from  the  fea,  revolting  at  once  the  light  of  day 
and  the  dry  land.  When  Clirirt  was  refcued  from 
the  grave,  he  at  the  fame  time  emerged  from  under 
thofe  billows  of  his  Father’s  wrath  which  all  parted 
over  his  head.  It  was  not  portible  that  Jonah  (hould 
be  detained  in  his  ugly  dungeon,  when  the  Lord 
fpake  unto  the  fiih.  It  was  not  portible  that  Chrift 
fhould  be  held  by  the  cords  of  death,  longer  than 
the  appointed  time  ;  and  he  may  truly  fay,  “  Thou 
hart  brought  up  my  life  from  corruption,  O  Lord, 
my  God.”a  Neverthelefs,  in  all  things  Jefus  muft 
have  the  pre-eminence,  and  we  murt  certainly  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  a  “  greater  than  Jonas  is  here.”1* 
For  whereas  Jonas  did  not  contribute  in  the  leaft 
:owards  his  own  restoration,  but  would  have  forever 
continued  in  that  melancholy  prifon,  if  he  had  not 
)een  miraculously  delivered  from  it  $  our  Redeemer, 
>n  the  other  hand,  as  he  had  power  to  lay  down  his 
ife,  fo  he  had  power  to  take  it  again.  The  fifh  that 
wallowed  Jonah  might,  for  aught  we  know,  receive 
is  little  harm  by  the  prophet,  as  the  prophet  by  the 
irti ;  but,  O  grave,  Jefus  was  thy  dertrudtion  !  This 
mngry  monrter  had  gorged  all  the  race  of  Adam, 
.nd  never  laid,  “  It  is  enough. ,?c  Never  any  de- 
cended  into  the  grave  but  it  was  able  to  digert  them, 
ill  Jefus  Chrirt  died  and  was  buried.  This  grand 

devourer 
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devourer,  fnatching  the  bait  of  his  human  body,  was 
not  aware  of  the  hook  of  his  Divinity,  and  was  for¬ 
ced  to  furrenaer  her  prey,  having  received  fuch  a 
deadly  wound  as  never  fhall  be  healed. 

His  preaching  to  the  Ninevites,  and  faving  them 
from  limminent  deftru&ion,  correfponds  to  Jefus 
ChrifPs  preaching  to  the  Gentiles  by  his  apoftles 
after  his  refurredlion  from  the  dead.  For  the  gra¬ 
cious  defign  of  preferving  a  guilty  city,  by  turning 
them  from  their  evil  ways,  was  the  prophet  preferred 
in  the  monfter’s  belly,  and  revifited  the  light  on  the 
third  day.  And  for  the  fame  merciful  purpofe  was 
Jefus  raifed  from  the  dead  to  fave  a  guilty  world 
from  death,  and  to  blefs  them,  in  turning  every  one 
of  them  from  their  iniquities.  The  belief  thofe  poor 
Gentiles  gave  to  the  threatening  prophet,  and  their 
fpeedy  repentance,  was  it  not  a  prelude  of  that  quick 
reception  the  dodlrine  of  Jefus  Chrift  fhould  meet 
with  among  them  that  were  aliens  from  the  com¬ 
monwealth  of  Ifrael  ?  On  this  occafion  the  prophet 
adted  a  mod  unworthy  part,  and  evidenced  a  greater 
regard  to  his  own  reputation,  than  tjie  falvation  of 
his  hearers.  Sure  never  man  fuited  his  name  worfe  ; 
for  he  is  more  like  a  vulture  than  a  dove.  In  this  Jo¬ 
nah  is  not  a  type  of  Jefus  Chrift,  who  wept  over  Jeru- 
falem,  not  becaufe  they  repented,  but  becaufe  they  re¬ 
pented  not,  and  knew  not  the  things  that  belonged 
to  their  eternal  peace.  On  this  account,  as  well  as 
thofe  formerly  mentioned,  we  may  truly  fay,  that 
“a  greater  than  Jonas  is  here.’?* 
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Typical  Things. 

X.  The  Vision  of  Jacob’s  Ladder, 

In  the  multitude  of  dreams  there  wants  not  di¬ 
vers  vanities  ;  yet  God  is  alfo  in  deep  ;  and  has  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  human-mind  notices  of  the  lad  import¬ 
ance  in  a  dream*  in  a  vifion  of  the  night,  when  deep 
fleep  falleth  ...upon  men,  in  (lumberings  upon  the 
bed :  fo  great  is  that  power  he  has  over  us,  both 
when  we  wake  and  when  we  deep.  A  /  preg¬ 
nant  indance  of  this  we  have  in  Jacob’s  night- 
vifion,  which  God  granted  unto  him  in  Bethel, 
to  cheer  his  drooping  heart,  when  .  he  wander¬ 
ed,  all  folitary,  an  exile  from  his  father’s  houfe,  to 
avoid  the  refentment  of  his  brother.  The  fun  was 
fet,  and  the  lonely  traveller  not  being  able  to  reach 
the  next  town,  or  on  dome  other  account,  not  known 
to  us,  refolves  for,  one  night  to  make  the  great  God 
his  landlord,  the  earth  his  bed,  the  dones  his  bolder, 
-and  the  canopy  of  heaven  his  covering  !  for  though 
he  was  delicately  brought  up  by  his  fortd  mother, 
whofe  darling  child  he  was,  the  tender  ufage  he  re¬ 
ceived  had  not  fo  far  unmanned  him,  as  to  betray  un¬ 
due 
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due  foftnefs  and  effeminacy  ;  for  upon  this  occalion 
he  could  put  up  with  very  coarfe  accommodation. 
I  here  is  no  doubt  his  working  mind  would  be  fertile 
of  melancholy  thoughts,  as  he  lay  thus  in  the  open 
air,  expofed  to  the  chill  damps  of  the  night,  and  oth- 
er  dangers.  Perhaps  he  might  compare  his  difmal 
fohtude  with  the  happier  Jot  of  Efau,  who  was  en¬ 
joying  himfelf  at  home  with  his  father.  Who  knows 
but  he  might  begin  to  think,  that  the  birthright  and 
bltfling  he  was  fo  fond  of  obtaining  were  not  fuch 
great  matters,  as  that  he  needed,  for  their  fakes  to 
have  expofed  himfelf  to  fuch  hard/hips  as  he  prefent- 
ly  felt,  and  might  dill  expedl:  to  meet  with  ?  But  if 
any  fuch  penfive  thoughts  didurbed  his  mind,  they 
weie  foon  chaced  away  by  the  welcome  approach  of 
deep,  and  the  delightful  vifion  he  law,  together  with 
the  friendly  words  he  feemed  to  hear  from  the  mouth 
of  God  himfelf;  for  “he  dreamed,  and  behold,  a 
ladder,  the  top  of  it  reached  to  heaven,  and  the 
foot  of  it  was  let  upon  the  earth  ;  and  behold,  the 
angels  of  God  afcending  and  defending  upon  it. 
And  behold  the  Lord  flood  above  it  not 
filent,  but  fpeaking  words  full  of  inexpre/Iible  confo- 
lation.  The  meaning  of  this  emblem  is  the  prefent 
fubjedt  of  our  thoughts  :  and  perhaps  it  will  be  found 
on  a  nearer  infpetfion,  both  to  reprefent  the  my  fiery 
of  providence,  and  of  redemption.  J 

And,  firfl,  it  was  a  vifion  of  providence,  and  might 
be  intended  to  fugged  to  the  .patriarch’s  mind  the 
following  important  and  intending  truths.—' That 
thqugh  God  be  in  the  heights  above,  he  forgets  not 
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the  affairs  of  mortals  below,  as  though  the  interpofing 
clouds  could  veil  them  from  his  fight,  or  the  huge 
didance  of  heaven  and  earth  could  be  an  objection 
againd  his  fuperintending  care. — T-  hat  though  he  is 
able,  by  himfelf  alone,  to  govern  the  whole  world,  with¬ 
out  the  help  of  any  created  beings  whatever  ;  yet  he 
is  pleafed  to  ule  the  minidry  of  angels,  which  walk 
invifibly  through  the  earth,  and  are  continually  pall¬ 
ing  from  heaven  to  earthy  to  fulfil  the  pleafure  of  Jk- 
hovah,  and  from  earth  to  heaven,  to  receive  the 
commands  of  their  eternal  Sovereign. — That  the  re¬ 
gards  of  Providence,  and  the  kindly  offices  of  thefe 
fpi ritual  creatures,  are  not  confined  to  large  focieties, 
and  the  grand  revolutions  that  happen  in  the  world, 
but  are  even  extended  to  the  mod  private  intereds  of 
every  individual  ;  for  none  but  Jacob  was  prelent  in 
the  place  where  the  ladder  feemed  to  {land.— —And 
laftly,  that  the  Divine  Providence  exercifes  the  mod 
tender  care,  when  one’s  fituation  is  mod  deplorable, 
deditute,  and  affli<dive  :  for  Jacob  faw  this  vifion 
when  his  head  was  lying  hard,  and  his  heart  perhaps 
tormented  with  anxious  care  ;  when  he  was  leaving 
a  kind  mother,  a  religious  father,  and  the  place  where 
he  was  born  and  educated  ,  uncertain  of  the  reception 
he  would  meet  with  from  his  relations,  or  ihhe  Ihould 
ever  fee  his  dear  parents  any  more.  But  as  his  af- 
fli&ion  abounded,  his  confolation  did  much  more 
*  abound. 

But  perhaps  we  {hall  not  think  amifs,  though  we 
confider  this  emblematical  ladder  as  a  figure  of  the 
Mcfliah  himfelf,  who  is  the  blelfed  medium  of  com¬ 
munication  between  heaven  and  earth  ; — the  way 
without  whom  no  man  comes  to  the  Father  ; — and 
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the  one  Mediator  between  God  and  man.  We  can 
fcarcely  find  a  better  explication  of  what  Chrid  him- 
felf  promifed  to  Nathanael,  that  Ifraeiite  indeed, 
“Hereafter  ye  fhall  fee  the  heaven  open,  and  the  an¬ 
gels  '-of  God  afcending  and  defcending  upon  the 
Son  of  Man,”a  than  by  comparing  it  with  this 
wonderful  ladder,  which  he  feems  to  hint  was  him- 
felf.  And  there  is  no  contemptible  analogy.  For, 
firft,  whereas  the  foot  of  this  ladder  was  on  earth, 
and  the  top  reached  to  heaven  ;  this  may  both  repre- 
fent  what  is  the  coiiditution  of  his.  perfon,  and  what 
are  the  bleffod  fruits  of  his  mediatorial  interpolation. 
As  the  ladder  feemed  to  unite  the  heaven  and  earth, 
the  mod  didant  .extremes  ;  fo  the  perfon  of  Imman¬ 
uel-  unites  the  human  nature  and  the  divine,  though 
the  didance  between  them  is  infinitely  great.  And 
as  the  ladder  opened  a  path  from  God  to  man,  and 
from  man  to  God,  by  reaching  from  heaven  to  earth  \ 
fo  the, mediation  of  Jefus  Chrid  has  paved  a  way  both 
for  the  approach  of  the  Deity  to  fmners,  that  he  may 
dwell  with  them,  and  for  the  accefs  of  finners  unto 
God,  that  they  may  dwell  with  him,  and  have  their 
comfe'rfation  in  heaven.  O  merciful  and  faithful 
High  Pried,  by  thy  incarnation  and  fatisfadfion,  a 
friendly  correspondence  is  edablifhed  between  the 
heaven  and  earth  ;  for  thou  had  laid  thy  hand  upon 
us  both,  and  art  thyfelf  our.  new  and  .living  way  to 
cverlading  blifs,  and  the  channel  of  conveyance  to  ev¬ 
ery  fpiritual  blefTmg.  Whereas  the  angels  of  God 
were  feen  to  afcend  and  d.efcend  upon  the.  ladder  ; 
this  may  both  fignjfy,  that  in  jefus  Chrid  angels  and 
(men  dial!  be  united  in  one  fociety  ;  and  that  by  Jefus 

Chriil 


\ 


3  John  i.  5 1. 


» 

Book  II.]  The  V'ifon  of  the  Burning  Bufh.  1 1 1 
'  #  / 

Ghrift  they  are  upheld  from  falling,  and  fupported  m 
their  happy  ftate.  Were  they  not  the  friends  ot  men, 
•why  fhould  they  be  r-eprefented  as  running,  on  our  er¬ 
rands  ?  Were  they  not  confirmed  and -fupported  by 
Tefus  our  Mediator,  why  Should  fpiritual  beings,  and 
winged  meffengers,  be  laid  to afipend  and  defeenu  upjn 
the  Son  of  Man,  as  on  a  ladder  ?— Whereas  the  Lord 
ft5od  above  this  ladder,  and  from  its  io\)  fpo  r^-  goo 
and  comfortable  words  to  his  fer  van t,  Jacob,  co  n  hr m- 
ing^the  gracious  covenant  made  with  his  fathers  ;  is 
not  this  a  clear  intimation,  that  God  is  in  Chrift  rec¬ 
onciling  the  world  unto  himielf,  confirming  his  cov¬ 
enant,  and  uttering  his  gracious  promife,  as  well  pleal- 
ed  in  his  beloved  Son  ? — Whereas  Jacob  alone  was 
at  the  foot  of  the  ladder,  on  whofe  top  the  Lord  leem- 
ed  to  (land ;  might  not  this  have  been  confidered  by  the 
adoring  patriarch,  after  he  awoke,  as  a  comfoita  e 
intimation,  that  the  glorious  perfon  who  was  figni  le 
by  the  vifion  fnould  fpring  out  of  his  loins,  and  be 
*  made  of  his  feed  according  to  th^  flefh,  as  the  triu, 
pofteftor  of  the  birthright,  and  inheritor  of  the  patri¬ 
archal  bleffing  ? — And,  laftly,  Whereas  he  faw  but 
one  ladder,  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  alone  Mediator,  with¬ 
out  whom  the  Lather  comes  tQ  no  man,  and  no  man 
comes  to  the  Father.- 


IX.  The  Vision  of  the  Burning  Bush. 

JL  HE  Lift  -emblematical  vifion  was  feen  in, a  night- 
'dream  by  Jacob ;  but  that  which  we  are  now  to  con¬ 
fide  r  was  ftiewed  unto  Mcfes  in  the  day-time,  when 
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he  was  broad  awake.  This  future  lawgiver  was  now, 
of  a  prince  in  Egypt,  become  a  fhepherd  in  Midian  ; 
and  as  it  was  the  purpofe  of  God  to  fend  him  to  Pha- 
i  iioh  with  a  commiffion  to  demand  the  releafe  of  his 
oppreffed  people,  he  was  pleafed  to  grant  him  an  il- 
luftrious  manifeflation  or  prodigy,  to  roufe  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  what  God  fhould  fpeak  ;  and  to  prefage  the 
fuccefs  of  his  negociation,  and  his  own  future  dignity. 
At  the  time  when  he  faw  the  heavenly  vifion,  he  was 
tending  the  flock  of  Jethro  ;  as  honed  indudry,  and 
the  moderate  exercife  of  the  thoughts  about  the  law¬ 
ful  affairs  of  the  world,  is  no  obdru&ion  to  divine 
communications..  And  the  place  in  which  he  receiv¬ 
ed  it  may  alfo  be  worthy  of  our  notice  :  he  led  his 
dock  to  the  back  tide  of  the  defart,  and  came  to  the 
mountain  of  God,  even  to  Horeb  ;  for  folitude,  and 
retirement  from  the  hurry  of  the  world,  has  always 
been  a  friend  to  holy  meditation,  and  intercourfe  with 
God.  So  Mofes  found  on  this  occafion  :  for  the 
Angel  of  the  Lord,  not  a  created  angel,  but  the  un¬ 
created  Angel  of  the  covenant,  who  adumed  to  him- 
felf  the  high  title  of  “  the  God  of  Abraham,  Ifaac, 
and  Jacob  a  and  “  l  am  that  I  am  b 
and  who  required  of  Mofes  the  tokens  of  the  mofl 
profound  refpeft  and  religious  fubjedion.  To  be 
fhort,  the  Meflias  himfelf  appeared  to  him  in  a  flame 
of  fi re  out  of  the  midft  of  a  bufh  ;  and  “  behold,  the 
bufh  burned  with  fire,  and  yet  was  not  confumedd’c 
The  novelty  of  the  fight  induced  him  to  fatisfy  his 
curiofity  by  a  nearer  approach  ;  but  he  was  flopt  fhort 
by  the  voice  of  God,  which  fufhciently  explained  the 
prodigy.  Should  it  now  be  inquired,  why  the  Divine 
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Majefty  chofe  to  appear  in  this  manner  2  though  we 
could  aflign  no  other  reafon  but  his  fovereign  pleafure, 
it  were  fufhcient.  But  mod  generally,  the  appear¬ 
ances  and  manifedations  of  the  Deity,  in  that  age  of: 
types,  were  .vouchfafed  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  repre¬ 
fent  fome  hidden  mydery,  or  important  doClrine  of 
the  gofpel.  They  who  think  that  the  flame  of  fire 
might  fignify  the  pure  and  fpiritual  nature  of  God, 
who  appeared  in  it,  of  which  no  fimilitude  can  be 
made,  are  certainly  not  midaken.  And  it  is  aifo  not 
unfitly  obferved,  that  the  burning  bufii  may  reprefent 
the  date  of  Ifr'ael  at  that  time,  who  were  entangled  in 
the  thorny  bufli  of  adverfity,  and  encompafled  with 
the  fire  of  affliction,  in  which  they  were  like  to 'be 
confirmed.  But  let  us  draw  near*  and  confider  with 
Mofes  this  great  fight  with  a  clofer  attention  ;  and 
perhaps  it  will  be  found  a  mod:  fignificant  emblem 
both  of  Jefus  Chrid  who  was  in  the- bufh,  and  of  the 
church,  which  is  his  body,  in  every  age  of  the  world. 

And,  fird,  It  feems  very  probable  that  dais  was 
a  prelufive  vifion  both  of  the  future  incarnation  and 
bufferings  of  Jefus  Chrid.  That  the  bufh  may 
reprefent  hl's  human  nature  is  not  unlikely,  efpecially 
as  the  prophet  Efaias  compares  him  to  a  tender  plant 
and  root  out  of  a  dry  ground,  in  which,  to  the  eye 
of  fenfe,  no  form,  comelinefs,  or  beauty,  fhoyld  be 
found.  That  the  flame  of  fire  may  adumbrate  his  „ 
divine  nature,  will  be  no  lefs  evident,  when  we  con¬ 
fider  how  often  the  fiery  element  *is,  in  the  fcripture 
dyle,  an  emblem  of  the  Deity  ;  yea,  it  is  exprefsly 
laid,  “  Our  God  is-  a  con  fuming  fire”  a  That  ,the 
*  union  of  the  flame  of  fire  with  the  bufh  may  denote 
\  K  2  the 
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the  union  of  the  Godhead  and  the  manhood,  is  not  at 
all  abfurd  to  fuppofe  :  for  why  fhould  Mofes,  in  his 
dying  benediction,  be  direaed  to  fpeak  of  the  “  good 
will  of  hirp  that  dwelt  in  the  bufh  ?”  *  May  it  not 
fignify,  that  the  continuance  of  the  flame  of  fire  in  the 
bufh  for  a  fhort  time,  was  a  type  of  the  fulnefs  of  the 


bufh  ;  yet  fKll  they  were  diftinft  things,  though  join¬ 
ed  thus  in  one  :  even  fo  the  man  Chrift  Jefus  is  in 
the  God,  and  the  God  in  the  man,  though  both  thefe 
natures,  fo  myderioufly  united,  do  dill  retain  their 
own  didincl  properties.  And  if  Mofes  was  *  druck 
with  admiration,  that  the  bufh  was  not  confirmed, 
though  in  fuch  near  neighbourhood  with  ruddy  flame; 
much  more  may  we  be  overwhelmed  with  amaze¬ 
ment,  to  think  how  a  portion  of  our  frail  humanity 
lives  forever  in  a  date  of  the  neared  approach  unto, 
and  mod  ineffable  union  with  the  glorious  Godhead, 
in  whofe  unveiled  prefence  we  mortals  could  not  live, 
and  even  the  angers  cover  their  faces  with  their  wingsl 
Here  alfo  maybe  difeerned  a  fhadow  of  thofe  direful 
fufferings  by  which  the  Son  of  God  was  to  expiate 
our  fin.  bor  the  wrath  of  God  is  every  where  in 
feriptnre  compared  to  fire,  the  mod  fierce  and  dread- 
mi  of  all  the  inanimate  creatures,  which,  with  fevere 
impartiality,  devours  all.  combudible  things.  Who 
of  all  the  human  race  could  dwell  with  this  devour¬ 
ing  element  ?  Far  lefs  could  any  abide  with  the  ever- 
fading  burnings  of  the  Almighty’s  indignation.  But 
Jefus  Chrid,  who  dwelt  in  the  bufh,  dwelt  alfo  with 
thefe  fierce  flames  :  and  though  he  endured  the  wrath 
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of  God,  which  flamed  moil  intenfely  again#  him,  as 
he  bore  the  fins  of  many  ;  though  he  was  compared 
by  this  fire  all  the  days  of  his  humbled  life,  yet  he 
was  not  cpnfumed  ;  becaufe  his  Deity,  like  the  Angel 
in  the  bufh,  fupported  his  humanity,  and  bade  him  be 
a  glorious  conqueror. 

From  the  bufferings  of  the  Head,  let  us  defeend  to 
the  fufferings  of  the  body,  who  are  predeflinated  to  be 
conformed  to  his  image.  Let  the  bufh  be  an  emblem 
of  the  church,  to  which  it  may  be  compared,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  its  weak,  obfeure,  and  contemptible  ttate,  in 
the  efteem  of  worldly  men,  who  are  taken  with  noth¬ 
ing  but  what  dazzles  the  eye  of  fenfe.  For  though 
there  is  a  real  glory,  and  a  fpiritual  magnificence,  in 
her  holy  fociety,  fhe  cannot  compete  with  earthly 
kingdoms  in  outward  fplendour,  any  more  than  a  bufh 
in  the  wildernefs  can  vie  with  a  cedar  in  Lebanon  ; 
for,  befides  the  paucity  of  her  true  members,  they  are 
commonly  to  be  found  rather  in  fmoky  cottages  than 
proud  palaces  ;  and  fometimes  they  have  been  found  in 
prifons,  dungeons,  dens,  and  caves  of  the  earth.  Let 
the  fire  in  which  the  bufh  burned,  fignify  the  fiery 
trials  to  which  the  church  has  'been  no  ftranger  in 
all  ages.  Sometimes  fhe  has  burned  in  the  fire  of 
perfecution,  and  fometimes  of  divifion.  But  as  the 
bufh  was  not  confumed,  fo  neither  fhall  the  church  be 
finally  deflroyed.  In  vain  fhall  the  great  red  dragon 
perfecute  this  woman  clothed  with  the  fun,  and 
watch  to  devour  her  offspring  ;  for  a  place  is  prepared 
for  her  in  the  wildernefs  by  the  great  God,  and  there 
no  neceffary  provifion  fhall  be  wanting.  How  many 
times  have  bloody  and  deceitful  men  confpired  her 
deftru&ion  ?  When  were  incendiaries  wanting  to  fo¬ 
ment 
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mcnt  and  kindle  thole  fires,  which,  without  the  im¬ 
mediate  interpofition  of  the  Keeper  of  IfraeJ,  would 
certainly  have  wafted  unto  deftrudtion,  and  com¬ 
pleted  the.  utter  extinction-.  of  this  humble  bufh  ? 
What,  fociety,  but  this  alone,  could  have  fubfifted  to 
this  day  in  the  midft  of  a  hating  .world  ,?  Where  are 
now  the  mighty  , empires  of  antiquity  y?  They  are  but 
an  empty  name,  live  only  in  hiftory,  'having  fallen  to 
pieces  by  their  own  "weight,  or  been  crufhed  by  bloody 
war.  But  the  church  of  Chrift,  though  fhe  has  un¬ 
dergone  many  revolutions,  remains,  and  will  remain, 
%vhen  the  confumption  determined  by  the  Lord  of 
hofts  fhall  come  upon  all  the  earth. 

Afk  you  the  reafon  ?..  The  Angel  of  the  Lord  is  in 
the  bufh,  and  though  perfecuted,  fhe  is  not  forfaken  ; 
therefore  fttall  the  fiery  trials,  inftead  of  confuming 
her,  ferve  to  refine  her,  and  add  unto  her  glory,  as 
the  bufh  was  only  brightened  by  the  flame. 

Does  not  the  famous  hiftory  , of  the  three  Hebrew 
worthies,  who  by  faith  quenched  the  violence  of  fire, 
atteft  this  whole  matter  in  the  moft  literal  fenfe  ? 
^Nebuchadnezzar,  the  mighty  king,  takes  it  into  his 
head  to  erect  a  monftrous  golden  image,  to  be  wor- 
fhipped  by  ail  his  numerous  fubjects.  The  dedica¬ 
tion  of  this  new  god  is  celebrated  by  a  prodigious 
concourfe  of  people,  who  by  the  king’s  proclamation 
aflembled  in  the  plains  of  Dura.  A  fevere  edkt  is 
iftued  forth  again  ft  any  perfon  who  fhould  refufe  to  - 
pay  religious  homage  to  the  molten  deity  ;  he  muft 
be  caft  alive  into  a  burning  fire  :  for  was  it  ever  heard 
that  cruelty  and  idolatry  were  feparated  ?  The  noife 
of  every  mufical  inftrument  is  the  fignal  for  beginning 
tiie  deteftable  rites,  of  adoration.  What  a  parade  t.o 

cftablifli 
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eflablifh  this  filly  fuperftition  !  And  now  the  mtific 
founds,  fee  how  the  foolifh  people  fall  down  in  adora¬ 
tion  to  a  ferifelefs  ftatue !  Yet  are  there  found  among 
the  captives  of  Jucfah,  who  dare  difpute  the  royal  or¬ 
der.  O  faith,  how  doft  thou  extend  thy  triumphs  ! 
Who  can  fuihciently  admire  the  excellent  fpirit,  and 
the  undaunted  refolution  of  thefe  heroes  ?  They  (land 
before  fovereign  and  angry  majefty  ;  they  fee  the  vail: 
pomp  of  his  courtiers  ;  they  hear  the  fonorous  peals 
of  the  mufic  fent  from  a  thoufand  inftruments  ;  they 
behold  the  prodigious  furnace  gleaming  to  the  clouds  : 
yet  are  they  not  appalled  by  any,  by  all  of  thefe  things, 
fo  apt  to  (trike  terror  into  vulgar  minds,  but  defpife 
them  as  ludicrous  and  puerile.  They  boldly  tell  the 
king,  that  the  God  they  adored  was  able  to  deliver 
them  from  his  furnace,  if  he  pleafed  ;  and  though  he 
fhould  not,  they  would  not  comply  to  worlhip  anoth¬ 
er  god.  The  mufic  that  refounded  through  all  the 
fpacious  plain  was  not  half  fo  melodious  as  their  an- 
fwer  to  the  king’s  menaces.  The  enraged  tyrant  or¬ 
ders,  and  without  delay  they  are  calf  bound  hand  and 
foot  into  the  burning  flame.  But  mark  the  amazing 
event  !  A  marvellous  thing  is  prefented  to  the  eyes 
of  the  king  ;  for,  looking  narrowly,  he  beholds  not 
three  men  melting,  but  four  men  walking  in  the  fire, 
and  the  form  of  the  fourth  is  like  the  Son  of  God. 
Thefe  fervants  of  the  Lord  were  not  afhamed  of  him, 
nor  is  he  afhamed  of  them,  but  defeends  in  a  bodily 
fhape,  (a  prelude  of  his  incarnation)  loofes  their  fet¬ 
ters,  makes  a  covenant  for  them  with  the  dames  of 
fire,  and  walking  with  them  openly  in  the  furnace, 
proclaims  to  all  fpe&ators,  “  In  as  much  as  ye  have 
done  it  unto  thefe  my  brethren^  you  did  it  unto 

me.” 
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re*  1  now>  mighty  monarch,  and  glory 

m  thy^defpotic  fway  ;  but  remember,  theic  is  a  King, 
inore  lovereign  than  thou,  who  can  make  the  flames 
or  the  harmlefs  as  the  morning  light  ;  who  can  bid 
ihat  fieice  and  dreadful  element  Ipare  them  whom 
thou  biddefl  it  to  devour,  '.though  in  the  very  heart  of 
th^.  oven  ;  and  dellroy  them  whom  thou  wifhed:  it 
would  not  touch,  though  (landing  without.  Thus, 
wherein  any  deals  proudly,  God  is  above  them.  The 
kmg,  and  atl  his  counieliors,  fee  with  their  eyes  this 
extraordinary  miracle,  and  that  the  faithful  fervants  of 
God  had  not  received  the  leaf!  damage  by  the  fire, 
and  are  afhamed  for  their  envy  to  the  people.  Thus 
was  the  promile  fulfilled,  . t£  When  thou  walked: 
through  the  fire,  thou  (halt  -  not  be  burned ;  neither 
fhali  the  flame  kindle  upon  thee.” b  And  fa 
the  bufh,  though  burning,  is  not  confirmed  in  the  fire. 


;  III.  The  Pi  llar.  of  Cloud  and  Fire* 

_1  HE  fojourners  of  Go/hen-  were  now  efcaped 
from  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  about  to  enter  into  the 
vafi  wildernefs  of  Arabia,  that  interpofed  betwixt 
them  and  the  promifed  land.  The  Lord,  Who  makes 
the  clouds  his  chariot,  and  darknefs  his  pavilion,  was 
pleafed.  to  go  before  them  in  a  marvellous  pile  of 
cloudy  vapours,  refembling  a  pillar,  afcending  from 
their  camp.  Here  he  dwelt,  ndt  for  a  fhort  time,  as 
in  the  bufh*  but  for  the  (pace  of  forty  years.  A  moil 

extraordinary 
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extraordinary  thing  to  be  fare  it  was  ;  and  none  of 
the  leaf!  of  the  (landing  miracles  which  he  fhewed  to 
the  chofen  feed.  The  fame  of  this  Grange  phenom- 
enon  was  fpread  abroad  among  the  nations,  who 
heard  that  the  cloud  of  the  Lord  flood  above  them, 
and  might  very  well  be  fuppofed  to  move  the  ques¬ 
tion,  “  Who  is  this  that  comes  up  from  the  wil- 
-dernefs  like  pillars  offmoke  ?”a  For  this  cloud  differ¬ 
ed  fo  much  from  all  others  that  ever  were  feen,  as  it 
may  juftly  be  reckoned  a  complication  of  miracles. 
It  was  miraculous,  that  its  form  was  never  changed, 
when  there  is  nothing  more  variable  than  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  ordinary  clouds  that  fail  through  the  airy 
regions.  It  was  miraculous’,  that  it  fhouid  always  . 
-maintain  its  ffation  over  the  tabernacle,  when  other 
;  clouds  are  carried  about  with  tempers,  and  driven 
with  fierce  winds  from  the  one  extremity  of  heaven 
to  the  other.  It  was  miraculous,  that-  it  fhouid  pre- 
ferve  its  confiflency  forty  years  ;  whereas  all  other 
clouds  are  diffipated  by  the  wind,  exhaled  by  the  fun, 
or  diffolved  in  rain  and  dew,  and  in  a  very  fhorfc 
time  are  blotted  from  the  face  of  the  fky.  It  was 
miraculous*  that  this  .-cloud 'fhouid  move  in  fuch  pe¬ 
culiar  dire&ion,  as  it  had  been  endued  with  inflinft 
and  intelligence  ;  for  it  was  carried  about  by  his 
counfels  in  a  more  immediate  way  than  can  be  faid 
of  the  other  clouds  of  heaven.  But  efpeciallyit  was 
miraculous,  that  contrary  to  the  nature  of  all  other 
clouds  it  fhouid  be  brighter  by  night  than  by  day, 
when  it  had  the  appearance'  cf  the  fhining  of  a  fla- 
ming  fire. 

As  to  the  particular  meaning  of  this  cloud  where* 
■with  the  Lord  covered  his  Ifrael,  not  in  his  anger, 

but 
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but  in  his  love  ;  it  was  without  all  doubt  a  vifible 
fymbol  of  a  prefent  Deity  :  God  hereby  condefcend- 
ing  to  adapt  himfelf,  as  in  many  other  things,  to  the 
rude  tafte  of  that  ancient  people*  and  perhaps  to 
fignify  the  dark  and  cloudy  nature  of  the  legal  dif- 
penfatfon  under  Which  they  were*  But  the  principal 
reafon  1  would  fugged  is  the  following  ;  His  appear¬ 
ing  to  Ifrael  in  a  veil  of  cloud,  might  be  a  prelude  of 
his  appearing  in  a  veil  of  flclh.  What  though  we 
fhould  fay,  this  pillar  of  cloud  and  fire  is  an  emblem 
of  that  glorious  perfon  in  whom  the  brightnefs  of  di¬ 
vinity  is  joined  with  the  darknefs  of  humanity  ?  For 
as  there  were  not  two  pillars,  the  one  of  cloud,  and 
the  other  of  fire,  but  one  pillar  both  of  cloud  and 
fire  ;  fo  there  are  not  two  perfon s  of  Immanuel,  the 
one  God  and  the  other  man,  but  one  perfon,  who  is 
both  God  and  man.  An  adorable  my  fiery  this ! 
ftrange  indeed,  and  beyond  meafure  furprifing.  But 
it  is  fo  far  from  being  only  a  vain  fpeculation,  that  it 
is  defervedly  efteemed  a  fundamental  article  of  the 
Chriftian  faith  ;  and  truly,  without  admitting  it,  the 
fcriptures  themfelves  will  be  darker  than  this  cloud 

<ver  was  to  the  Egyptians. 

John,  the  beloved  apoftle,  and  great  New  I  el  fa* 

ment  prophet,  who  faw  the  vifions  of  God,  and  who 

talks  in  many  places  in  the  Old  Tefiamcnt  dialed, 

fpeaks  of  a  glorious  Angel  arifing  out  of  the  eat  , 

who  certainly  was  Chrifi  himfelf:  he, was  clothed 

with  a  cloud,  and  his  feet  were  as  pillars  of  fire. 

defeription  which  might  very  probably  allude  to  thu 

fame  cloud  and  fire.  But  if  we  take  a  more  parties 

,  hr  furvey  of  the  ufes  for  which  it  ferved  in  the  wil 

dernefs,  we  (hall  fee  with  what  admirable  propriety 
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they  may  all  be  affirmed  of  Jefus  Ohrid,  who  indeed 
was  the  angel  that  redded  in  the  cloud,  and  is  that 
unto  his  church  in  every  age,  in  their  bewildered 
date,  which  the  cloud  was  to  the  twelve  tribes,  till 
they  reached  the  earthly  Canaan.  In  whom  but 
Jefus  Ohrid  can  we  fuppofe  that  great  and  precious 
promife  made  to  the  univerfal  church  to  have  receiv¬ 
ed  its  accomplifhment ;  “  And  the  Lord  will  create 
upon ve very  dwelling-place  of  mount  Zion,  and  upon 
all  her  affiemblies,  a  cloud  and  fmoke  by  day,  and  the 
fhining  of  a  flaming  fire  by  night  :  for  upon  all  the 
glory  (hall  be  a  defence  ?,?a  What  then  were  thofe 
ufes  for  which  this  cloud  ferved  the  Ifraelites  ? 

It  was  their  guide  that  went  before  them  in  tlfie 
vad  pathlefs  defart,  where  they  wandered  in  a  foli- 
tary  way.  So  great  was  the  regard  they  paid- to  all 
its  motions,  which  they  continually  watched,  that 
wrnen  it  moved  they  (truck  their  camp  at  any  hour 
of  the  day  or  of  the  night ;  when  it  halted,  they 
pitched  their  tents,  and  there  abode  till  its  next  re¬ 
move,  whether  the  time  was  diort  or  long.  The 
times  and  feafons  of  their  marching  were  not,  as  in 
other  armies,  adjuded  by  their  councils  of  war,  nor 
left  to  the  regulation  even  of  Moles  himfelf ;  for  God 
put  them  wholly  in  his  own  power.  However,  it 
would  appear,  that  its  motions  were  properly  timed, 
and  mercifully  proportioned  to  the  drength  of  the 
weak,  and  the  conveniency  of  all.  Nor  did  it  ever 
-leave  them,  for  all  their  provocations  in  the  wilder- 
nefs,  till  they  arrived  at  the  land  that  flowed  with 
milk  and  honey.  Jud  finch  a  general,  unerring,  gen- 
Jtle  and  perpetual  guide  is  jefus  Ohrid,  by  his  ex- 

L  •  ample, 
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ample,  .word  and  Spirit  to.  all/the  travellers  for  the 
better  country  . through  the  wildernefs  of  this  world  ; 
for  “  it  is  not  in  man  that  walks  to  direft  his  ftcps> 
by  his  own  wifdom,  in  the  way  that  leads  to  b  e. 
Who  can  recount  the  wanderings  of  nnferable  Lo¬ 
ners,  till  Jefus  Chrift  .  was  given  a  Leader  and  a 
Commander  to  the  people  ?  He  it  is  who  teaches  to 
profit,  and  leads  in  the  way  wherein  we  Ihouid  go. 
Nor  is  it  poffible  that  any  (boukl  mifs  eternal  glojy, 
who  walk  after  him  in  the  wildernefs,  conforming 
themfelves  to  the  ditfates  of  his  holy  word,  with  the 
fame  care  as- the  Iftaelites ,  obferved  the  motions  ef 
the  miraculous  cloud.  O  ye  followers  of  the  Lamb, 
-vou  fhall  not  err  under  the  conduit  of  your.cele  i- 
l\  guide  ;  you.  (hall  be  led  forth  in  the  way  that  is 
right,  even  where  there  is  no,  way,  id.  you  come,  to 

the.  citv  of  habitation  !  * 

It  was  their  guard' that  . protected  them,  when  their 
Egyptian  purfuers  were  preffing  on  their  rear  ;  for  it 
removed  on  that  occafion  from  their  van,  and  went 
behind  them,  'forbidding,  by  its  darknefs,  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  hoftile  army  all  that  night  on  which 
they  travelled  through  the  flood  on  foot.  On  thu 
occafion  we  are  told,  that  the  Lord  poked  through 
the  pillar,  and  troubled  the 'Egyptian  hofl  at  the  hou, 
of  midnight.  “  The  waters  faw  thee,  O  God, 
waters  faw  thee  l  they  were  afraid  ;  the  deeps  alf 
were  troubled;  the  clouds  poured  out  water, 
fleies  fent  out  a  found  r  thine  arrows  went  abroad 
’  The  voice  of  thy  thunder  was  in  the  .  heavens  :  th; 
lightnings  lighted  the  world,  the  earth  trembled  am 

(hook,  thv  way  was  in  the  fea,  thy  path  in  the  nngh 
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ty  waters,  and  thy  footfteps  were  not  known.  Thou 
ledded  thy  people  like  a  flock  by  the  hand  of  Males 
and  Aaron.  ”a  Such  is  that  protection  Jefus  affords 
to  his  militant  people,  who,  being  refcued  from  the 
bondage  of  fin,  are  marching  forward  to  their  goodly 
inheritance.  Though  Satan,  with  his  infernal  holt, 
like  the  tyrant  of  Egypt,  purfues  after  them,  and 
fondly  thinks  to  reclaim  the  lawful  captives,  the  glory 
of  the  L*ord  becomes  their  rereward  ;  jefus  is  unto 
them  for  walls  and  bulwarks,  forbidding  the  approach 
of  mortal  danger.  He  is  their  hiding-place,  in  whom 
they  are  preferved,  like  Ifrael  in  the  cloud,  being 
kept  by  the  power  of  G6dy  through  faith  unto  fal- 
vation. 

It  was  their  candle  that  enlightened  the  darknefs; 
that  fmoothed  the  rugged  brow  of  the  night,  and 
ferved  to  abate  the  horrors  of  the  wildernefs  after 
the  fun  was  fet ;  for  it  referved  its  fluffing  appearance 
to  the  feafon  when  the  Ifraelites  were  mod’  in  need 
of  its  cheerful  afpeCh  Nor  dofl  thou,  O  true  Light ! 
fait  thyfelf  to  the  cafe  of  thy  people’  with  lefs  conde- 
fcenfion.  Without  thee  this  world  were  a  dark 
place,  and  to  the  eyes  of  our  mind,  more  difmal  than 
the  dreary  wildernefs  would  have  been  in  the  blacked 
night  to  the -Ifraelites,  without  their  kind  officious 
cloud.  Blefled  be  God  for  the  fun,  the  moon,  the 
liars  ;  but  morcfor  Jefus  Chrilf,  who  delivers  from 
the  blacknefs  of  darknefs  forever  ;  and  who,  like  the 
cloudy  pillar,  is  always,  mod  liberal  of  his  lightfome 
manifeAatio'ns,  when  his  people  are  fitting  in  the 
darknefs  of  adverfity.  Houfe  of  Ifrael,  let  us  walk 
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in  this  light  of  the  Lord  ;  whilft  the  way  of  the 
wicked,  like  the  way  of  the  Egyptians,  is  as  dark- 
nefs. 

It  was  their  umbrella,  or  fcreen,  to  fhade  them 
from  the  fultry  beams  of  the  fan  in  that  torrid  wil- 
dernefs.  A  mod  grateful  fervice  !  And  whereas  an 
apoftle  fpeaks  of  our  fathers  being  baptized  in  the 
cloud,  it  would  feemr,  that  on  fome  occafions  this 
benefcial  cloud  refrefhed  the  Ifraelites,  by  fhedding 
kindly  dews  upon  their  camp.  So  Jefus  Chrift  is 
to  his  people  as  a  re fre filing  dew  upon  the  grafs, 
and  as  a  cloud  of  the  latter  rain.  Under  his  fliadow 
they  fit  down  with  great  delight,  and  find  cool  fhel- 
ter,  from  the  fcorcbing  beams  both  of  divine  wrath 
and  worldly  tribulation.  Happy  fouls  who  have 
thus  the  Lord  for  their  keeper,  and  for  their  fhade 
/  on  their  rieht  hand.  “  The  fan  fhall  not  fmite  them 

o 

by  day,  nor  the  moon  by  night  ;”a  even  that  great 
*  and  terrible  day,  which  fhall  burn  like  an  oven,  will 
be  to  thefe  favoured  of  the  Lord  as  the  times  of  re- 
frefhing  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord. 

It  was  their, oracle  ;  for  he  Ipake  unto  them  in 
the  cloudy  pillar.  And  it  was  their  ornament ;  for 
he  fpread  this  cloud  for  their  covering,  or  cloth  of 
Hate,  making  darknefs  not  only  his  own,  but  their 
pavilion.  How  fitly  both  thefe  may  be  applied  to 
Jefus  Chrifl  is  not  difficult  to  fee.  Who  but  Chrifl 
is  the  oracle  of  his  church,  in  whom  God  fpeaks  un¬ 
to  his  people,  both  as  a  promifmg  and  prayer-anfwer- 
ing  God,  without  Whom  we  would  not  have  heard 
his  voice  at  any  time,  but  in  the  language  of  terror  1 
Who  but  Chrifl  is  their  ornament,  who  makes  them 

terrible 
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terrible  as  an  army  with  banners,  and  comely  as 
Jerufalem  ?  The  pillar  of  cloud  and  fire  was  not  fo* 
adorning  to  their  camp,  as  is  thy  glorious  prefence 
to  every  adembly  and  every  dwelling  place  ot  mount 
Zion,  O  thou  glorious  Hedeemer  !  Even  now  thou 
art  the  light  of  the  Gentiles,  -and  the  glory  of  thy 
people  Ifrael,  But  how  much  more  when  this  im¬ 
perfect  fcene  fhall  pafs  away,  and  they  fhall  know 
the  import  of  that  mod  gracious  promife,  “  The 
Lord  diall  be  thine  everlading  light,  r  and  thy  God 
thy  glory  !”a  - 


IV;  1  h E  Ma n  n  a.  in  the  W i lde kn  e s  s .  - 

We  have  feen  how  the  horrors  of  the  wilderncfs 
were  confiderably  abated  bytheir  miraculous  cloud. 
Bat  foon  their  provision  they  brought  from  Egypt  is 
fpent ;  and  unlefs  force  new  miracle  is  wrought  for 
them,  they  have  nothing  before  their  eyes  but  the ' 
melancholy  profpeft  of  peri/hing  with  hunger.  The  ■ 
faithlefs  multitude,  forgetting  theit  late  deliverance^ 
at  the  Red  Sea,  fall  to  murmuring  again  d  Mofes,  and 
wifhed  they  had  never  ftirred  from  their  houfe  of 
bondage.  Had  they  got  what  they  deferved  on  this 
occafion,  the  Lord  had  fent  lire 'from  heaven  upon 
them  indead  of  food  :  but  God,  who  is  rich  in  mer¬ 
cy,  chofe  to  dill* the  fretful  murmurs  of  his  fird-born 
with  the  bread,  rather  than  with  the  rod.  He  bids 
the  heaven  fupply,  by  its  bounty,  what  the  earth"" 

L  2  denied?-  . 
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denied  by  its  barrennefs  ;  and,  without  their  toil  or' 
fweat,  gives  them  plenty  of  bread,  even  in  a  land  that 
was  not  fown.  “  He  rained  down  manna  upon  them 
to  eat,  and  gave  them  of  the  corn  of  heaven.  Man 
did  eat  angels’  food  :  he  fent  them  meat  to  the  fall.”1 
How  happy  are  they  who  are  walking  after  the  Lord, 
though  in  a  wildernefs  !  It  was  a  convincing  proof, 
that  man  does  not  live  by  bread  alone.  Bat  Gocl 
intended,  by  this  good  gift,  not  only  to  fupply-  their 
prefent  neceffity,  but  alfo  to  prefigure  that  lpirituai 
meat  preiented  in  the  gofpei.  In  this  interpretation 
we  cannot  poflibly  be  wrong,  when  we  have  no  lefs 
an  authority  for  it  than  Jefus  Chrid  himfelf,  who, 
fpeaking  to  his  hearers  on  this  very  fubjedt,  fays, 
Mofes  gave  them  not  that  bread  from  heaven,  but 
my  Father  giveth  you  the  true  bread  from  heaven. 
For  the  bread  of  God  is  he  that  came  down  from 
%eaven,  and  gives  life  unto  the  world.  I  am  the 
bread  of  life.”b  Having  therefore  fuch  infallible 
tedimony  to  the  general  meaning  of  this  heavenly 
food,  let  us  try  to  find  out  the  principal  traces  of  re- 
iemblance  betwixt  it  and  Jefus  Chrid.  In  order  to 
this  we  {hall  fdortly  attend  to  the  following  things. 

Its  falling;  u  The  manna  fell  from  heaven  Chrid 
is  he  that  comes  down  from  above.  It  fell  “  round’ 
about  their  camp  Chrifl  is  to  be  found  in  the  vid- 
ble  church,  and  no  where  elfe — “  with  the  dew 
when  they  dept  Jefus  Chi^dis  purely  the  gift  of 
God,  who  defcends  like  dew  upon  the  grafs,  for 
whom  we  toil  not,  fow  not,  reap  not — “  when  they 
were  in  the  mod  abfolute  need,  and  ready  to  perifh;” 
when  we  were  without  drength,  in  due  time  Chrid 

died 
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died  for  the  ungodly — a  when  they  were  not  at  all 
deferving  it,  but  grievoufiy  firming,  by  preferring  the 
flefh-pots  of  Egypt  to  the  profpe&s  of  Canaan  and 
Chrift  laid  down  his-  life  when  fmners  were  prefer¬ 
ring  the  pleafures  of  fin,  and  vanities  of  the  world, 
to  all  the  things  above.  In  a  word,  it  fell  “  in  fuch 
large  quantities  as  to  mfHce  that  numerous  holt 
in  Jefus  Chrid  .there  is  enough  to  fupply  every  want. 

Its  gathering  by  all  the  Ifraelites,  may  fignify  the 
improvement  we  all  fhould  make  of  the  offered  Sa¬ 
viour.  It  was  gathered  every  day  ;  fo  Chrid  fhould 
^be  daily  improved  by  faith.  It  was  gathered  in  the 
morning  :  lor  we  mud  devote  the  belt  part  of  our 
time  to  the  feeking  his.  face,  as  it  is  faid,  “  O  Lord 
my  God,  early  will  I  feek'the.e.,,a  It  was  gathered 
without  the  camp  ;  fo  mud  the  foul  that  feeks  him 
retire  from  the  hurry  of  the  world  ;  or,  to  ufe  the 
expreilion  of  the  facred  page,  “  Go  out  into  the 
fields,  and  lodge  in  the  villages.” b  It  was  gathered 
a  double  portion  on  the  fixtli  day  ;  but  on  the 
feventh,  which  was  the  Sabbath,- they  dirred  not  from 
their  tents,  but  lived  on  what  they  laid  up  the  day 
before.  So  in  the  feafon  of  this  mortal  life,  mud 
we  labour  for  that  meat  that  endures  to  everlading 
life,  in  the  believing  improvement  of  the  means  of 
grace  ;  and  when  the  eternal  Sabbath  comes,  we 
fhall  enjoy  the  hidden  manna  without  means,  or  any 
painful  endeavours. 

Its  parting  among  the  Ifraelites,  feems  not  to  be 
without  its  meaning.  Some  gathered  lefs,  fome 
more,  in  proportion  to  their  ability  and  diligence, 
but  all  received  an  homer  (a  large  allowance)  from 

the 
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the  common^ heap.  By  wblgh  means,,  as  Mofes  re¬ 
lates,  “•  He  that  gathered  much  had  nothing  over,” 
bgcaufehe  gave  to  him  that  gathered  lefs  and  44  he 
that  gathered  little  . had  no  lack,”  becaufe  he  received 
from  him  that  gathered  more.  Was  the  manna 
parted  liberal! ;  unto  all  ?  None  are  ftraitened  in  Je- 
fus  Chrift  :  44  They  (hall  be  abundantly  fatislied  with 
the  fatnefs  of  God’s  houfe  :  and  thou  fhalt  make 
them  drink  of  the  river  of  thy  pleafures.”*  Wits 
the  manila  equally  diftributed  among  the  Ifraelites  ? 
So  all  belie  vers,  of  every  fex,  of  every  age,  of  every 
nation,  ftrong  or  weak,  eminent  or  obfeure,  do 
equally  partake  in  the  common  falyation  ;  for  all  aye  . 
one  in  Chrift  Jefas. 

Its  preparing  in  mills,  mortars,  and  pans,  where 
it  was  ground,  beaten,  and  baked,  to  make  it  fit  for 
digedion  and  nourishment,  may  put  us  in  mind  of 
the  various  fufferings  of  Chrift’ s  body  and  foul. 

44  Tiie  bread  of  God  is  he  which  came  down  from 
heaven  ;”b  but  ere  he  could  prove  the,  bread  of  life, 
he  behoved  himfelf  to  die.  .  That  his  fLefh  might  be 
meat  indeed,  he  behoved,  as  it  were,  to  be  beaten  in 
the  mortar  of  adverftty,  ground  in  the  mill  of  yindl  > 
tiye  juftice?  and  baked  as  in  the  oven  of  the  wrath 
of  God. 

Its  tailing  fo  fweet  when  thus  prepared,  (for  it 
refembled  the  fatnefs  of  oil,  and, the  Jufcioufuefs  of 
honey,)  and  its  proving  fo  wholefome  and  nutritive 
to  all,  though  of  differing  c.onftitutions  ;  may  it  not- 
lignify,  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  vto  the  foul  both  fweet 
and  wholefome  food,  adapted  to  the  tafte  of  all,  ot 
young  men,  of  children,  and  of  fathers  ?  And  as  the 

1  manna- 
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manna  is  fuppofed  to  have  needed  no  other  ingredients 
to  make  it  palatable;  no  more  does  Jefus  Chrift, or  the 
do&rine  of  his  gofpel,  need  any  foreign  recommend¬ 
ation  to  the  fpiritual  tafte.  “  O  tafte  and  fee  that 
the  Lord  is  good,”  a  fays  the  fweet  finger  of  Ifrael ;; 
and  in  another  place,  “  How  fweet  are  thy  words 
unto  my  tafte  ;  yea,. Tweeter  than  honey  to  my 
mouth.”  b 

Its  putrifying,  if  kept  contrary  to  God’s  command 
(for  what  was  not  ufed  to-day,  bred  worms  and 
flank  to-morrow,)  might  not  this  denote,  that  when 
the  wholefonie  dodtrines  of  Chrift*  s  gofpel  are  hoard¬ 
ed  up  in  idle  (peculation,  without  being  other  wife  re¬ 
ceived  in  iove,  or  digs  fed  in  .fpiritual  nourifhment, 
they  ,  are  fa  far  from  being  the  favour  of  life  unto- 
life,  that  they  become  the  favour  of  death  unto  death, 
and  breed  the  worms  of  various  luffs,  and  a  con¬ 
demning  conscience  :  on  which  account  it  may  be 
faid  here,  “  He  that  increafeth  knowledge,  increafeth 
forrow.”c  -  , 

Its  being  defpifed  by  the  multitude  as  light 
food,  by  which  their  fouls  were  dried  away,  in 
companion  with  their- rank  Egyptian  fare,  renders  it 
a  proper  emblem  of  Jefas  Chrift,  the  true  bread,  who 
is  defpifed  and  rejected  of  men.  Though  the  pure 
dodlrine  of  Chrift  is  like  the  manna,  angels’  food 
(for  into  thefe  things  they  defire  to  pry  ;)  yet  are 
there  found  to  whom  the  word  of  the  Lord  is  a  re¬ 
proach,  and  they  have  no  delight  in  it.  A  romance, 
a  phiiofophical  difquifition,  a  moral  declamation,  a 
political  harangue,  is  far  more  grateful  than  a  fer- 
mon,  whole  theme  is  a  crucified  Redeemer.  What 
*  '  '  is 
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is  this  but  to  prefer  the^filh,  the  melons’,  the  cucum¬ 
bers,  the  onions  of  Egypt,  to  the  corn  of  heaven  l 
For  their  contempt  of  the  celeftial  food,  the  Lord 
fent  fiery  ferpents  to  .plague  the  murmurers  and  com- 
plainers.  Nor  do  the  defpifers  of  Jefus  Chrifi:  ex- 
pofe  themfelves  to  lefs  dreadful  flrokes,  though  they 
fhould  not  be.- of  a  corporal  kind:  for  “  alb  thcfe  . 
things  happened  unto  them  for  enfamples  ;  and  they 
are  written  for  our  admonition,  upon  whom  the  ends 
of  the  world  are  come.?,a 

The  preferving  it  in  a  golden  pot,  where,  for  a  num-- 
ber  of  ages,  it  was  depofited  in  the  mod  holy  place,, 
and  remained  without  corruption  ;  was  it  not  a  rep- 
refentation  of  Chrifl’s  afceniion  into  heaven,  where  ' 
he  appears  in  the  prefence  of  God,  death  having  no 
more  dominion  over  him,  and  where  he  will  be  con¬ 
tained  till  the  time  of  the  reftitution  of  all  things  l 
Why  elfe  fhould  communion  with  Chrid  in  . glory  be 
fpoken  of  in  terms  alluding  to  this  very  thing  ?  for 
thus  it  is  promifed,  “  To  him  that  overcomes  will  I 
give  to  eat  of  the  hidden  manna,,,b  in  the  words  that 
the  Spirit  fays  unto  the  churches. 

The  continuance  of  this  heavenly  bread  for  the  - 
fpace  of  .forty  years  (for  fo  long  they  were  in  the 
wildernefs,)  does  it  not  clearly  intimate,  that  Jefus 
Chrifl  will  never  fbrfake  his  people  while  they  are 
here  below  ?  dill  {hall  the  bread  of  God  defcend  in 
the  difpenfation  of  the  everlafting  gqfpel,  while  the 
neceflities  of  his  people  call  for  it  :  for  fo  he  promif¬ 
ed  when  about  to  depart  from  the  earth  ;  “  Go/3  " 
fays  he. to  his  apodles,  (<  teach  and  baptize  all  na¬ 
tions:  . 
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.tions  :  and  lo  !  I  am  with  you  alwaysj.  even  to.  the 

end  of  the  world.” 3  .  » 

The  ceafmg  of  the  manna  upon  their  taflingUJhe 
>corn  of  Canaan,  may  it  not  be  viewed  as  a  figure  of 
ordinances  their  ceafmg  when  the  wandering  tribes 
Avail  gain  their  promifed  reft  ?  Or  fhall  we  fay,  that 
as  their  heavenly  proviiion  failed  when  they  tailed 
the  bread  that  comes,  out  of  the  earth  ;  fo  when 
the,  children  of  God  themfelves  begin  to  relifh  over¬ 
much  the  things  of  the  earth,  they  may  expeft  that 
.  heavenly  confolations  will  be  fufpended  in  propor¬ 
tion  ?  When  they  are  on  worfe  terms  with  the 
world,  or  when  it  is  unto  them  as  a  wildernefs,  and 
a  land  not  Town,  then  truly  God  is  good  to  Ifrael. 
Know  your  mercy,  ye  diflinguifhed  favourites  of 
Heaven  ;  nor  envy  their  happinefs  who  eat  the  calves 
out  of  the  flail,  and  the  Jamb's  out  of  the  fold,  but 
are  not  fed  with  the  heritage' of  Jacob.  Let  the 
fenfuai  voluptuary  glut  himfelf  with  the  impure 
pleafures  ofdin,  which,  like  the  little  book  that  John 
did  eat,  are  fweet  in  the  mouth,  but  bitter  in  the 
belly,  and  to  whom  we  may  adapt  the  fignificant 
words  in  Job,  “  His  meat  in  his  bowels  is  turned  : 
it  is  the  g&il  of  nfps  Within  him.”b  Let  the  rapa¬ 
cious  worldling,  who  is  fmit  with  the  dull  charms  of 
’gold  and  Giver  ;  who  is  all  huriy,  hurry,  about  the 
•  bufinefles  of  this  tranfitory  life  ;  let  him  fill  his  belly 
with  the  hid  treafure  of  God,  which  ever  )fet  did 
fatisfy  a  foul  immortal.  Let  the  legal  felfi-jufliciary, 
who  is  perhaps  called  by  the  name  of  Chiifl,  but 
eats  his  own  Tread,  and  wears  his  own  apparel,  and 
/trulls  to  his  own  righteoufnefs,  in  whatfoever  fhape, 

.  as  the  ground  of  his  acceptance  with  God  ;  let  him 

alfo 
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alfo  fpend  his  money  for  that  which  is  not  bread, 
and  his  labour  for  that  which  fatisfieth  not.  But  let 
the  Chridian,  who  knows  the  gift  of  God,  and  the 
excellency  of  the  heavenly  provifion,  let  him  labour 
not  for  the  meat  that  perifhes,  but  for  the  meat  that 
endures  unto  everlafting  life.  Hungry  and  darving 
foul,  you  aft  for  bread,  the  world  gives  you  a  done  ; 
what  elfe  are  worldly  riches  ?  You  aft  a  fift,  the 
world  prefents  you  with  a  ferpent;  what  elfe  are  f  n- 
ful  pleatures  ?  But  hearken  diligently  unto  him  who 
is  himfelf  the  living  bread,  “  Eat  that  which  is  good, 
and  let  your  foul  delight  itfelf  in  fatnefs.  Incline 
your  ear  and  come  unto  him;  hear,  and  your  foul 
fhall  live.”a  What  is  a  happy  old  age  to  a  happy 
eternity?  This,  O  Jefus,  is  thy  unfpeakable  gift  ! 
He  that  eats  thee  by  faith,  fhall  live  forever.  He 
that  comes  to  thee  fhall  irever  hunger ;  and,  what 
is  more,  fhall  never  die.  O  Lord,  deny  us  what 
thou  wilt,  but  give  us  this  bread  for  evermore  ! 


V.  The  Rock  in  the  Wilderness. 

*  Bread  m  be  given  them,”  fays  the  pro¬ 
phetic  voice  the  proof  of  this  we  have  already 
f§en  :  u  their  waters  fhall  be  fure,”  the  proof  of 
which  we  fhall  prefently  fee.  u  Eor  he  clave  the 
rocks  in  the  wildernefs,  and  gave  them  drink  as  out 
ox  the  great  depths.  He  brought  alfo  dreams  out  of 

‘  the 
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the  rocks,  and  caufed  watery  to  run  down  like  riv¬ 
ers.” a  What  cannot  this  mighty  God  do,  at  whofe 
command  the  clouds  fhall  yield  bread,  which  ufually 
comes  out  of  the  earth,  to  appeafe  the  hunger  of  his 
beloved  people  ;  and  the  rocks  Audi  fend  forth  wa¬ 
ter,  which  ufually  falls  from  clouds,  to  fatisfy  the 
third  of  his  chofen  race  ?  “  Tremble,  O  earth,  at 
the  pretence  of  the  Lord,  at  the  prefence  of  the  God 
of  Jacob,  who  turned  the  ropk  into  a  (landing  wa¬ 
ter,  and  the  flinty  rock  into  a  fountain  of  water.”  b 
Let  us  briefly  recoiled  this  memorable  event,  and  its 
myftic  Tignification. 

-  The  ranfomed  tribes  are,  for  the  trial  of  their 
faith,  conduced  by  the  Lord,  who  alone  did  lead 
them  to  a  dry  and  thirfty  fpot  in  -the  wildernefs  at  the 
rock  Rephidim,  where  there  was  no  water  to  drink. 
They  ought  to  have  recollected  on  this  occafion, 
that  the  God  who  brought  them  here  would  mod 
certainly  extricate  them  from  their  prefect  di -Acui¬ 
ties,  a-s  he  had  done  often  before.  But,  O  impa¬ 
tience,  how  abfurd  and  unreafonable  art  thou  !  In¬ 
dead  of  betaking  themfelves  to  God  by  humble 
prayer,  and  quietly  waiting  for  the  falvation  of  the 
Lord,  they  impioufly  demand  of  Mofes  to  give  them* 
"water.  They  reproach  him  with  decoying  them  out  of 
where  they  were  living  fo  happy,  with  no 
other  deiign  than  to  famifh  them  in  the  wildernefs* 
In  vain  does  this  meek  and  gentle  fervant  of  God 
lemon  (Irate  the  injuflice  and  impiety  of  their  outra¬ 
geous  conduct.  I  hey  are  at  the  very  point  of  Hon¬ 
ing  their  deliverer,  and  rewarding,  with  cruel  death, 
■die  good  offices  he  had  done  them.  He  flies  to 


. 
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God  as  his  fandhiary,  and  invokes  the  almighty  aid 
not  to  revenge  the  affront  offered  him  by  the  rude 
multitude*  but  to  relieve  them  in 'their  prefent  draits. 
The  prayer  is  no  fooner  made  than  anfwered.  He 
is  directed  to  tak£  with  him  the 'elders  of  Ifrael, 
i  and  the  wonder-working  rod  with  which  he  fmote 
the  rivers  :  “  And  behold  I  will  dand  before  thee 
there  upon -  the  rock  in  Horeb,  and  thou  fhalt  fmite 
the  rock,  and  there  fhall  come  water  out  of  it, 
that  the  people  may  drink.” a  Mofes  obeys,  and 
the-eventvcrowns  his  wifhes.  But  long  after,  when 
the  people  were  in  Kadeffi,  and  reduced  to  the  fame 
flraits ,  they  were  in  at  Rephidim,  the  unbelieving 
race  relapfed  into-  their  old  rebellious  murmurs. 
Mofes  is  dire  (fled 'to  nearly  the  fame  method  of  re¬ 
lief,  but  does  not  acquit  himfelf  with  the  fame  tem¬ 
per  and  moderation.  For  they  angered  him  at  the 
waters  of  drife,  and  provoked  his  fpirit  fo,  that  he 
fpake  unadvifedly  with  his  lips,  betraying  at  the  fame 
time,  in  prefence  of  the  whole -affembly,  his  own 
diffidence  in  the  promife  of'  Jehovah  :  for,  being 
commanded  to  fpeak  unto  the  rock,  and  affured  that 
it  would  obey  his  voice,  he  feems  to  have  exceeded 
his  commiffion,  by  addrefling  the  hod  in  the  language 
of  wrath  and  doubting,  and  fruiting  the  rock  more 
than  once.  The  miratle  indeed  was  wrought,  but 
-the  worker,  though  dear  to  God,  feverely  puniffied 
for  his  offenfive  behaviour  and  unbelief,  being  in¬ 
volved  in  the  fame  fate,  together  with  Aaron,  as  the 
.red  of  that  generation,  to  die  in  the  wildernefs, 
.^without  entering  into  the  promifed  land. 

That 
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That  more  was  meant  than  to  give  water  for 
their  thirft,  might  have  been  prefumed  from  the 
naked  hiftory  of  Mofes.  This  God  could  do  with¬ 
out  a  miracle.  He  could  have  opened  the  bottles  ot 
heaven,  or  led  them  to  another  Elim.  Or  if  he 
had  chofe  the  miraculous  method,  why  fhauld  the 
rock  be  >  fmitten  with  a  rod,  to  give  dreams  in  the 
wildernefs,  and  waters  in  the  defart,  while  God  hun- 
felf  was  (landing  on  its  fummit !  But  the  great  apof- 
tle  of  the  Gentiles  puts  it  beyond  all  doubt,  and 
warrants  us  to  fay,  without  faultering,  that  his 
Rock  was  Chrift.”a  Having  therefore  fuch  an  in¬ 
fallible  guide  to  our  meditation,  let  us  re  fled  a  little 
what  was  the  rock  ;  what  was  the  fmiting  ;  and 
what  the  water  that  iflued  from  it,  and  folio wea  them 

in  the. way. 

The  rock  itfelf  might  be  an  emblem  of  his  perion 
in  whom  is  everlafting  (Irength,  t©  whom  we  may 
fly  as  a  refuge,  and  upon  .whom  we  may  build  as  a 
foundation.  There  is  not,  perhaps,  a  metaphor 
more  frequent  in  the  book  of  God  than  this,  God 
is  a  rock.”  Though  never  once  ufed  before  this 
remarkable  occurrence,  yet  foon  after  it  is  adopted 

by  Mofes  in  his  dying  fong. 

The  fmiting  of  the  rock  might  prefigure  his  fatis- 
faclory  fufle  rings,  who  was  (Incken,  imitten  of  God, 
and  aiflided  ;  afid  one  of  the  foldieis  opened  his 
fide  with  a  fpear,  and  there  came  out  blood  and  wa¬ 
ter.  The  rock  was  fmitten  with  the  rod  of  Mofes, 
the  type  of  the  law  ;  and  it  was  the  curfe  ot  the 
law  that  fubje&ed  him  to  the  ignominious  crofs,  who 
**  “redeemed  us  from  the  curie  of  the  f  law,  being 

made 
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made  a  curie  The  r.ocL  Was  fmitten  in, 

c  prefence  of  the  elders  and  people  of  the  Jews 
with  no  lie  and  tumult.  So  Chriit  was  wounded  for 
v  a.  t;  anlhrelHons  at  jerufalem,  tlw  moft  public  place  •' 
and  at  tne  paflover  folemnity,  the  molt  public ‘time  : 
iicn  and  there  he  endured  the  crofs,  and  defnifed 
ne  lhame.  At  the  commandment  of  the  Lord 
tne  rook^  was  fmitten  ;  and  by  the '  command- 

n  °*‘  To  JT0rd  7a?  T  Capta'n  of  our  falvation . 
mad.  peifed  througn  luftermgs.  It  was  fmitten  but 

or.ce  with  approbation,  and  when  Mofes  fmote  it 

twme,  the  Lord  was  angry  for  doing  it.  Might  not 

cms  oe  an  obfcure  intimation,  that  Chrift,  by  one 

onertng,  mould  findh  the  work  of  our  redemption  ? 

ior  he  needed  not  often  to  fuffer  from  the  foundation 

|>t  L.e  wijr.ld.  knit  whoever  they  are  that  crucify  to 

themfelvea  the  Son  of  God  afrelh,  they  lhall  not  go- 

Ti  n  mi  n  1 1  h <=>/t  J  & 


unpun 


.  /  .rw,at?:  that  ifliied  from  the  rock,  what  might 
it  iigmry  ?  bhall  we  fay,  it  is  an  emblem  of  the  glad 
tidings  of  the  gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift/ which  are  to  the 
diurelled  conference  as  cold  water  to  a  thirdy  foul  ? 
In  vain  did  the  poor  and  needy  feek  water  to  refrefli . 
tneir  troubled  minds  in  the  legal  do^rine  of  the 
ic riBes  and  pharifees,  or  in  the  philofophical  difqui- 
fitions  of  the  -Gentile  fages..  Still  their  fouls  failed 
them  for  third.  But  “  the  Lord  heard  them,  and 
tne  God  of  Jacob  did  not  forfake  them.”5  For  in 
the  preaching  the  everlading  gofpel,  both  to  the  Jews 
and  Gentiles,  the  charming  promiie  received  its  ac- 
complement  in  the  mod  ample  manner,  “  I  will 
open  rivers  in  the  high  places,  and  fprings  in  the  val- 


3  Gal.  Hi.  r*. 


fr  Ifa.  xli.  17. 


leys. 


'  i37 


Book  I L ]  The  Rock  in  the ,  Wildernefs. 

I  will  make,  the  wildernefs  a  pool  of  water, 

anp the  dry  land  fprings  of  water.”3,  I  he  be  a  s  of 

field  (hall  honour  me,  the  dragon  and  the  owl, 
lecaufe  I  give  waters  in  the  wildernefs,  and  rivers  m 
the  defart,  to  give  drink  to  my.  people,  my  chofen. 

Or  {hall  we  fay,  that  the- water  from  tne^  rock  is  an 
emblem  of  the  influences, of  the  blefled  Spirit,  that, 
like  a  river  pure  as  cryftal,  ifTues  from  the  .throne  of 
God  and  of  the  Lamb  ?  To  this  refrefhing, .  clean!- 
ing,.and  prolific  element,  our  Lord  himfelf  compares 
this  glorious  perfon,  when  on  the  laft  day  of  the 
fieaft  he  flood,  and  cried,  M  If  any  man  third:,  let 
him  come  unto  me  and  drink.  He  that  believes  on 
me,  out  of  his  belly  {hall  flow  rivers  of  living  water. 
This  he  fpake  of  the  Spirit,  Which  they  that  believe 
on  him  fhould  receive.”  e  Or  fhall  we  fay,  that  this 
water  may  be  an  emblem  of  that  precious  blood  oi 
Chrift,  which  cleanfes  from  all  fin  ;  and  except  we 
we  drink  it  in  a  fpiritual  manner,  we  can  have 
no  life  in  us?  Or,  laflly,,  fhall  we  fay,  that  the 
water  that  iffued  from  the  fmitten  rock  did  rep- 
refent  all  the  blelfings  of  redemption,  the  falutary  ef¬ 
fects  of  his  fufferings  and  death  ?  for  to  him  we  may 
apply  what  the  prophet  foreteis,  “  And  a  man  (hall 
be  as  rivers  of  waters  in  a  dry  place,  and  the  fliadow 
of  a  great  rock  in  a.  weary  land.”  d 

Thefe  waters  flowed  'not  till  the  rock  was 
fmitten  with  the  rod  of  Mofes.  Nor  could  we  have 
derived  thefe  gracious  benefits'- from,  Chrift^  which 
we  do  partake,  if  he  had  not  differed.  The  ..flriking  , 
of  a  , flint,  one  fhould  think,  would  rather  bring  fire 

Ivl  2  than. 
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thin  water.  ^But  it  was  of  the  Lord  of  hods,  wjj0 
is  wonderfuF  In  counfel,  and  excellent  in  workna 
Who  would  imagine,  that  the^Redeemer’s  fiifferinf- 
witich  in  themfelves  were  tragical  and  melancholx 
mould  prove  Co  condolatory  to  the  believing  foul  ?  C 
Clmlhan,  it  is^  thine  to  extra#  joy  out  of  forrow, 
happine±3  out  ot  mifery,  glory  out  of  ignominy,  life 
oat  of  death,  though  thefe  things  feem  as  impolTible 
as  to  fetch  water  from  the  flinty  rock. 

i  he  waters  flowed  when  the  rock  was  fmitten, 
not  in  a  i canty  meafure  but  in  lajrge  abundance.  The 
miraculous  fneam  was  not  exhauded,  though  many 
hundred  thoufahd  men,  with  their  herds,  drank  of 
it.  Nor  were  the  dry  places  of  that  iandy  defart 
able  to  imbibe  the  copious  moifture.  So  inexhaud- 
ed  is  the  fulnefs.  of  Jefus  Chrid,  from  whom  all  forts 
0i  men,  the  Jews,  the  Gentiles,  the  Barbarians,  the 
Scythians,  the  bond,  and  the  free,  may  receive  all 
forts  or  bleffings.  You  are  not  draitened  in  him* 
O  children  of  men  ;  this  river  of  God  which  is  full 
of  v/ater  can  never  run  dry,  nor  be  exhaufled,  how 
abundantly  foever  we  drink  of  its,  refrefhing  dreams. 

Tne  waters  that  flowed  from  the  rock  were  not 
only  fufficient  to  fupply  the  pr*fent  flraits  of  Ifrael  ; 
but,  as  the  fagred  ftofy  tells,  they  followed,  them  in 
the  way,  for  fome  conliderable  time,  at  lead  after 
the  rock  was  fmitten.  So  Jefus  Chnd  imparts  the 
bleffie^  fruits  of  his  fatisfadory  death,  not  only  to  the 
.  fird  ages  of  Chridianity,  but  to  the  mod  didant  ages 
of  the  world.  Never  fhall  this  goodnefs  and  niercy 
ceafe  to  follow  all  that  are  Ifraelites  indeed,  till 
mortality  fhall  be  fwallowed  up  of  life,  till  the  wil- 
dernefs  be  exchanged  for  Canaan,  and  the  militant 
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refign  to  the  triumphant  Hate.  The  winter  fhall  not 
aired  this  river  with  its  icy  fetters,  and  the  drought  of 
fummer  fhall  not  drink  it  up  like  a  brook  ;  for  thus 
the  promife  runs,  by  the,  mouth  of  the  prophet  ZeCr 
hariaVi,  “  In  fummer  and  winter  fhall  it  be.”'a  *  t 
Pdeffed  be  our  Rock,  who  cQnfented  to  De  fmit- 
ten,  that  we  might  drink  abundantly  of  the  river  of 
pleafures.  Great  was  the  love  of  David’s  three 
worthies,  who  hazarded,  their  lives  to  purchafe  for 
their  longing  general  a  draught  of  water  from  the 
well  of  Bethlehem.  But  greater  was  the  love  of 
Jefus,  who.  loft  his  life,  and  poured  his  precious 
blood,  that  we  might  draw  water  with  joy  from  the 
wells  of  fa’lvation,  when  hungry  and  thirfty  our  fouls 
fainted  in  us.  “  O  that  men  would  praile  the  Lord 
for  -his  goodnefs,  and  for  his  wonderful  works  to  the 
children  of  men  !”b  ‘IVJhy  this  river,  the  dreams 
whereof  make  glad  the  city  of  God,  be  our  confola- 
tion  in  tins  dry  and  thirfty  land!  Ye ^ broken  cil- 
terns  of  this  world,  linful  pleafures,  vam  comforts  and 
delights,  and  our  own  legal  righteoufneffes,  can  you 
fupply  the  place  of  this  fountain  of  living  waters  ? 
How  miferably  fhall  they  be  difappointed,  who  ex¬ 
change  the  one  for  the  pther  ?  They  fhall  come  back 
with  their  pitchers  empty  ;  they  fhall  be  afhamed 
and  confounded,  and  ccyver  their  heads.  How  juft- 
ly  they  deferve  that  God  fhould  bring  upon  them 
the  waters  of  the  river,  ftrong  and  many,  and  pour 
upon  them  the  fury  of  his  anger,  who  refufe  the  wa¬ 
ters  of  Shiloh  that  go  foftly  !  Open,  O  Lord,  the 
ears  of  finners  to  hear  thy  gracious  invitation,  “  Ho, 
every  one  that  thirfteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters.”0 
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Open  their  eyes  to  fee  this  well,  as  once  thou  open¬ 
ed  the  eyes  of  Hagar  in  the  wildernefs, \ led:  in  hell 
they  lift  up  their  eyes  in  torment,  without  a  drop  to 
cool  their  tongue.  O  grant  us  to  believe  on  him, 

that  may  never  thir ft  !. 

>  *~- 
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VI.  The  Brazen  Serpent, 

pnp 

I  HE  hoft  of  Ifrael  had  long  traverfed  the  defolatfe 
wildernefs,  and  finding  no  end  of  their  wanderjings, 
inftead  of  accepting  this  puniihment  of  their  iniquity 
from  the  hand  of  the.  Lord,  again  they  murmur 
againft  him  and  Mofes,  and  undervalue  their  heaven¬ 
ly  provifion,  though  the  food  of  angels.  The  in- 
cenfed;  Jehovah  commands  .  the  ferpents  to  bite 
them.  The  ferpents  obeyed,  and  many  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  died.  The  furvivors,  convinced  of  their  error, 
confefs  their  fault,  and  beg  that  Mofes  would  inter¬ 
cede  for  them  with  their  offended  God.  Mofes 
hearkens, to  the  people5  and  the  Lord  was. entreated 
of  him*  '  But  obferve  the  ftrange  manner  wherein 
the  cure  was  wrought.  Does  he  kill  thefe  poifon- 
ous  and  fiery  flying  ferpents  outright  ?  No.  Does 
he  drive  them  to  fome  diftant  region  of  the  earth,  or 
remote  corner  of  the  wildernefs,  .where  the  Ifraelites 
would  be  annoyed  with  them  no  more  ?  Nor  this 
neither.  Or  does  he  reftrain  thefe  noxious  creatures 
from  flinging  them,  which  was  alfo  poflible,  though 
they  fwarmed  in  the  camp  ?  None  of  all  thefe.  The 

'  ferpents ' 
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ferpents  are  fuffered  to  live  ;  differed  to  remain  in 
the  camp  ;  and  differed  to  bite  as  before.  But  a 
brazen  ferpent  is,  by  God’s  command,  lifted  upon  a 
pole,  that  'it  might  be  conipicuous  from  afar  ;  and" 
whoever  (hatched  a  look  or  this  Iifelefs  ferpent  need¬ 
ed  not  fear  the  bite  of  the  living  ones  ;  for  the  wound 
was  not  mortal;  “  Happy  art  thou,  Q  Ifrael,  a  peo¬ 
ple  faved  by  the  Lord  F’a  They  were  hungry,  and 
tney  had  miraculous  bread  ;  thirffy,  and' they  were., 
fupphed  with  miraculous  drink  ;  now  they  are  hell 
md  wounded,  and  they  are  favoured  with  miraculous 
medicine.  Here  indeed  the  feripture  was  fulfilled  in 
:he  moft  literal  fenfe  ;  “  Fools,  becaufe  of  their  tranff 
greffion,  and  becaufe  of  their  iniquities,  are  affhded. 
i  heir  foul  abhorreth  all  manner  of  meat,  and  they 
It  aw  near  to  the  gates  of  death.  Then  they  cry 
1IU0  Lord  in  their  trouble  ;  he  faveth  them  out 
)f  their  diffrefies.  Fie  fent  his  word,  and  healed 
hem,  and  delivered  them  from  their  deffrudions.”b 

Let  us  benold,  in  this  eminent  figure,  at  once  our 
mferable  ffate  by  fin,  and  the  method  of  our  recov-  - 
Ty  by  Jeius  Chriff,  who,  from,  this  very  thing, 
>reachec|  to  Nicodemus  the  dodrine  of  his  crofs ; 

For  as  Mofes,”  faith  he,  ,  44  lifted  up  the  ferpent 

n  the  wildernefs,  even  fo  muff  the  Sou  of  Man  be. 
ifted  up.”c 

dhe  devil  and  his  angels,  thefe  are  the  fiery  hying 
.rpents,  who,  though  invifible  to  the  eye,,  have  ffung 
ie  lace  of  Adam,  and  have  infinuated  their  deadly 
oimn  through  the  whole  mafs  of  human  nature  ;  for 
Tich  v/e  may  take  up  the  prophet’s  lamentation, 

“  The. 
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The.  whole  head  is  Tick,-  and  the  whole  hea: 
faint.”  a  Ever  fince  we  broke  over  the  hedge  of  tf 
divine  law,  thefe  ferpents  have  inceffantly  bit  u 
This  makes  the  .World  a  terrible  wijdernefs  indee< 
a  land  of  trouble  and  anguifh,  whence  come  the  vip< 
and  the  fiery  flying  ferpent.  ...  It  is  true,  the  wounc 
that  are  made  by  the  fcorpions  of  hell  may  feem  bi 
flight  at  the  firft  ;  for  many  a  time  they  have  ftricl 
en  us,  and  we  are  not  grieved*  .  But  as  the  unhap^ 
Ifraelite  foom  perceived  the  deadly  venom  drinkir 
up  his  vitals  ;  fo  fhall  the  devil’s  fiery  darts,  foon 
or,  later,  inflame  ,  the  confidence,  and- never  fail 
enkindle  in  the  heart  a  burning  fever  of  unfatisfi* 
and  irregular  defires.  It  was  only  the  death  of  tl 
mortal  body  that  threatened  the  flung  Ifraelite.  B 
the  fpul,  the  immortal  foul,  is  endangered  by  the.bi 
of  the  infernal  ferpent,  unlefs  an  antidote  can  1 
found.  And  this  antidote  is  the  Lord  Jefus  Chri 
of  which  thy  ferpent,  Mofes,  was  a  figure. 

It  may  perhaps  feem  odd  at  firft,.;  that  fo  noxio' 
and  hateful  a  creature  as  the  ferpent.  fnould  be  mai 
an  emblem  of  the  amiable  and  beneficent  Redeeme 
efpecially  when  we  canfider  that  the  ferpent  is  a  nar 
commonly  appropriated  to  the  grand  adverfarv 
God  and  man  ;  and  in  theTcripture  flyle  wick 
men  are  called  ferpent A  and  a  generation  of  vipei 
But  let  us  reflect  to  whom  he  is*a  ferpent;  for  he 
to  the  devil  what;this,  malicious  fpirit  is  unto  us,  tf 
is,  his  deftroyen,  Why  fhould  it  not  be  equally  pre 
er  to  compare  the  gracious  Redeemer  to  the  ferpe 
as  to  the  lion,  both  which  are  names  of  his  gre 

enemy  ?  What  is  the  (Length  of  the  roaring  lion 

he 
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ieli,  to  his  drength  who  is  the  Lion  of  the  tribe  *of 
fudah  ?  And  what  is  the  fubtlety  of  the  devil,  the 
)ld  ferpent,  to  the  wifdom  of  J'efus-Chrid,  the  new  ? 
Befides,  the  ferpent  being  the  fird  cuffed  creature* 
nay,  even  on  this  account,  be  pitched  on  as  a  type 
)f  him  who  was  to  become  a  cuiie  for  us.  But 
whereas  the  ferpent  of  Mofes  was  void  of  poifon,  and 
vore  no  ding,  for  it  was  only  the  form  of  a  ferpent ; 
t  is  natural  here  to  think,  how  Jefus  Chridj  only  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  likenefs  of  finful  flefii,  but  was  utterly 
l  dranger  to  the  venom  of  din,  though  in  all  other 
hings  made  like  to  us,  whofe  poifon  is  as  the  poifon 
)f  a  ferpent.  Whether  »the  drength  arid  ludre  of 
he  brafs  might  be  a  faint  ffiadow  of  the  drength  and 
'lory  of  that  wonderful  perfon,  the  God-Man,  I  (hall 
lot  affirm. 

But  the  lifting  up  of  this  ferpent  feems  an  evident 
prediction  of  that  death  which  Chrift  fhould  die. 
Here  he  is  evidently  fet  forth  crucified  before  us,  as 
ve  are  taught  by  himfelf,  who  is  the  end  of  the  law 
'or  righteoufnefs,  when  fpeaking  of  the  death  he 
hould  die  ; “  And  I,”  fays  he,  “  if  I  be  lifted  up 
'rom  the  earth,  wi-Ii  draw  all  men  unto  me.”a  “The 
erpent  was  lifted  up  on  a  pole  ;  and  Chrid  was  lift-  ' 
id  up  on  the  accurfed  tree.  The  ferpent  was  lifted 
ip  by  Mofes,.  the  figure  of  the  law  ;  and  Chrift  was* 

>y  the  law,  fubjeCted  to  endure  the  crofs.  The  fer¬ 
pent  was  lifted  up  in  the  mod  confpicuous  manner 
tmid  the  camp  of  Ifrael  ;  and.  the. crucifixion  of  the 
Son  of  God  was.tranfachd  in  the  mod  public  man¬ 
ner  at  Jerufalem,  the  metropolis  of  Judea.  It  was 
God  who, commanded  the  ferpent  to  be  lifted  up  in 

the 
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the  wiidernefs  ;  and  it  was  God  who  commanded 
,  the  Lord  and  Saviour  to  lay  down  his  life,  and  ad¬ 
jured,  by  his  determinate  counfel,  all  the  ffiameful, 
and  all  the  painful  circumflances  of  that  awful  and 
amazing  fcene.  If  it  had^not  been  with  a  view  to 
its  elevation  on  the  pole,  Ivlofes  had  not  been  order¬ 
ed  to  m^ke  this  brazen  image  ;  nor  would  the  Son 
of  God  have  appeared  in  thelikenefs  of  a  man,  but  with 
an  intention  to  expire  on  the  crofs,  and  give  his  life 
a  ranfom  for  many.  The  ferpent  was  lifted  up,  that 
whofoever  beheld  it  might  be  healed  and  live ;  and 
Chrift  was  crucified,  that  whofoever  believeth  in  him 
'might  not  perifh,  but  have  everlafting  life. 

That  a  wounded  Ifraelite  fhould  be  faved  by  look¬ 
ing,  and  a  perifhing  (inner  by  believing,  are  things 
that  bear  no  fmalhrefemblance  to  each  other.  For 
what  is  believing  on  him,  but  feeing-  him  who  is  in- 
vilible,  that,  like  Mofes,  we  may  endure  ?  What  is 
it  but  looking  on  him  whom  we  have  pierced,  that 
we  may  mourn  ?  How  fitly  may  the  glorious  words 
in  the  pro'phet  Ifaiah  come  from  the  mouth  of  the 
crucified  Redeemer,  “Look  upto  me,  and  be  ye  faved, 
all  the  ends  of  the  earth  ;  for  I  am  God,  and  there 
is  none  elfe  ;  befides  me  there  is  no  Saviour  ?”a  Let 
us  more  particularly  obferve  the  likeneis  of  their 
remedy  to  ours. 

It  was  a  method  of  cure  folely  contrived  and  ap¬ 
pointed  of  God,  from  whofe  ordinance  alone  it  re¬ 
ceived  its  efficacy.  Who  would  fo  much  as  have 
magined  in  a  dream,  that  to  look  at  a  dead  ferpent  • 
>f  brafs  would  cure  the  bite  of  a  living  ferp'ent  ? 
Should  Reafon  be  allowed  to  give  her  verdidi,  flic 
'ould  perhaps  be  fo  far  from  pronouncing  it  a  prop¬ 
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er  expedient,  that  (he  would  rather  judge  it  a  grofs 
abfurdity  ;  efpecially  if  it  be  true  what  fome  affirm, 
that  the  fight  of  burniffied  brafs  is  naturally  perni¬ 
cious  to  them  who  are  bitten  of  ferpents  ;  and  if  it 
be  true,  what  is  alfo  affierted,  that  to  fee  but  the  fhape 
of  any  venomous  creature  i-nereafes  the  torment  of 
the  unhappy  fufferer  whom  it  bit.  Exa€Uy  fo,  the 
method  of  our  recovery  by  the  crofs  of  Jefus  Chriff 
is  a  device  that  claims  God  himfelf  for  its  only  orig¬ 
inal.  The  world,  by  wifdom,  never  would  have 
arrived  at  the  k nov/ledge  of  it ;  nay,  it  is  a  thing 
they  are  highly  offended  with  ;  for  it  is  to  them  that 
periffi  foolifhnefs  :  but  to  them  that  are  faved,  it  is 
the  wifdom  of  God,  and  the  power  of  God  unto  fal- 
vation,  to  every  one  who  believetli.  Though  reafon 
would  not  have  thought,  God  has  ordained  it.  .To 
this  alone  muff  all  its  efficacy  be  afcribed  :  for  “  it 
is  the  will  of  the  Father,  that  whofoever  feeth  the 
Son,  and  believeth  on  him,  fhould  not  periffi,  but  have 
eyerlaffing  life.”a 

It  was  a  method  of  cure  that  never  failed,  being 
no  lefs  fare  than  ffrange.  Not  an  IfraeJite  died,  as 
Mofes  allures  us,  who  looked  at  the  brazen  ferpent. 
Were  they  ever  affiamed  that  put  their  truft 
in  Chrift  ?  Were  they  ever  d:*  ppointed  in  their  ex- 
.  pe Station 3,  that  believed  in  him  for  cverlaffing  life  ? 

It  was  a  method  of  cure  that  might  be  eafily  put 
in  practice  by  an  Ifraelite,  if  he  was  not  blind. 
Perhaps  he  might  happen  to  receive  his  wound  In 
fome  remote  part  of  the  camp  ;  and  though  it  ffiould 
have  affefded  him  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he  could 
neither  move  hand  nor  foot,  yet  without  ffirring 
from  the  place  where  he  was,  without  fending  for 
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phyiicians  to  apply  their  medicines,  he  was  faved  by 
one  glance  ot  his  eye.  In  like  manner,  if  the  god 
ot  this  world  has  not  blinded  our  minds*,  we  are  fav- 
ed,  not  by  working,  but  by  believing.  The  works 
„  the  law  are  phyiicians  of  no  value  to  the  diftref- 
fed*  confidence  ;  but  Chrift  is  a  prefen t  help,  and  to 
find  him  we  need  neither  climb  up  into  heaven,  nor 
defcend  into  the  deep. 

It  was  a  remedy  that  might  be  repeated  as  often 
a*  there  was  occafion  for  iu  So  Chrift  is  the  pro¬ 
pitiation  for  our  fins,  to  whom  we  may  \^arrantably 
have  recourfe  as  often  as  we  are  wounded  by  hellifh. 
temptations,  and  in  every  time  of  need.  Yet'  let  no 
abufier  of  this  heavenly  dodrine  infer,  that  becaufe 
the  remedy  is  at  hand  we  may  be  carelefs  and  fe- 
cure,  and  expofe  ourfelves  at  random  to  the  painful 
ftings  of  the  infernal  ferpents.  What  Ifraelite  would 
have  been  fo  mad  as  to  handle  Thefe  hateful  creatures, 
and  court  them  to  inftil  their  venom,  with  no  other 
defign  than  to  try  the  experiment  of  the  brazen  fer- 
pentJs  virtue  ?  Would  not  this  have  been  a  horrid 
perverfion  of  that  healing  ordinance,  and  .at  leaft  a 
tempting  the  Lord  ?  But  the  truth  is,  the  human 
race  do  not  more  abhor  the  touch  and  neighbourhood 
of  ferpents  of  every  ki**d,  than  an  Ifiraelite  indeed, 
or  a  fincere  believer,  when  ading  up  to  his  charac¬ 
ter,  will  abhor  even  all  approaches  to  temptation. 
It  is  every  whit  as  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  becaufe 
the  ferpents  in  the  wilderfiefs  were  not  permitted  to 
deftroy  the  Ifraelites,  by  reafon  of  their  heavenly  an  * 
tidcte,  therefore  they  loved  the  ferpents,  and  delight¬ 
ed  in  their  iociety  ;  as  it  is  to  fuppofe,  that  the  true 
Chriftian  can  be  encouraged  to  frn,  or  love  that 
which  he  hates,  becaufe  of  abounding  grace. 

It 
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It  was  a  remedy  that  proved  effectual,  without  all 
doubt,  to  the  Ifraelite  who  ufed  it,  though  his  vifive 
faculty  had  been  ever  io  weak..  So  the  weakeft  faith, 
if  genuine,  is  as  faving  as  the  jlrongell,  becaufe  its 
objeft  is  the  fame. 

It  was,  in  Ihort,  a  remedy  that  aferibed  the  whole 
glory  to  God  ^  even  as  in  the  work  of  our  falvation 
by  Jefus  Chrili:  all.  boafting  is  excluded.  While 
the  believing  foul  treads  upon  the  adder,  and  tramples 
the  dragon  under  his  feet,  and  fays,  66  O  death,  wheie 
is  thy  fting  ?”a  O  Satan,  where  is  thy  power?  let 
him  alfo  fay,  “  Thanks  be  unto  God,  that  gives  us 
the  victory  through  Jefus  Chrid  our  Lord.”1* 

Y 1 1.  Thoughts  on  the  Vail  or  Mosb-s. 

The  lawgiver  of  the  Jews  having  afeended  the 
fecond  time  to  mount  Sinai,  where  he  obtained  a 
fght  of  the  divine  glory,  and  got  the  fecond  tables 
inferibed  anew,  with  the  linger  of  God,  after  the  fill 
were  broken,  now  defeends  to  the  camp  with  the 
tables  in  his  hand,  but  is  greatly  furprifed  to  fee  his 
brother  Aaron,  and  other  Ifraelites,  filled  with  per¬ 
turbation  at  his  approach,  and  afraid  to  look  him  in 
the  face.  Such  horror  might  indeed  have  well  be¬ 
come  them  the  firft  time  be  defeended  ;  for  they 
had,  during  his  abfence,  been  guilty  of  that  almoll 
unpardonable  crime,  the  making  the  golden  calf, 
which  they  could  not  but  fufpe^t  would  be  highly 
refented  both  by  God  and  Mofes.  But  now  their 
peace  was  made,  and  tfieir  prophet  comes  with  the 
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pledges  of  reconciliation  in  his  hand,  what  can  ba¬ 
the  reafon  (might  he  fay  to  himfelf  J  of  my  brethren’s 
running  away  fiom  me,  as  if  I  were  their  enemy  ? 
i  he  face  of  Mofes  was  equally  meek  as  before  ;  but 
though  the  features  were  the  fame,  it  fhone  with  a 
glory  vifible  to  every  body  but  himfelf.  This  drange 
phenomenon  was  the  xraufe-of  that  awful  diftange. 
they  kept.  But  perceiving  that  his  voice  was  the 
fairm,  though  his  face  was  altered,  they  refume  their 
courage,  and  venture  to  approach  him,  though  dill, 
they  dare  not  come  to  any  clofe  interview  with  their 
ihining  lawgiver,  till,  in  condefcenfion  to  their  weak- 
nefs,  he  put  a  vail  upon  his  glorious  face.  Such 
honour  it  pleafed  God  to  confer  on  his  faithful  fer- 
vant,  not  only  to  infpire  the  minds  of  the  Jfraelites 
with  greater  reverence  for  him,  but  chiefly  to  dignify 
that  difpenfation  of  which  he  was  the  minifler.  We 
are  not  told  how  long  this  miraculous  brightnefs  lad¬ 
ed,  but  in  all  appearance  it  was  not  of  long  duration, 
and  vanilhed  gradually  away,  to  figmfy  the  trandent 
nature  of  that  economy. 

Mofes  himfelf,  perhaps,  intended  no  more  by  vail¬ 
ing  his  face  than  what  is  expreffed  in  the  hid©ry._ 
However,  the  wifdom  of  the  Holy  Ghod  having 
given  us  an  allegorical  interpretation  of  this  atfion, 
by  the  mouth  of  the  apodle  Paul,  let  us  dwell  upon 
it  a  little. 

The  vail  upon  the  face  of  Mofes,  according  to 
that  eminent  apodle,  did  fignify,  that,  partly  through 
the  obfcurity  of  their  law,  and  partly  through  the 
blmdnefs  of  their  hearts,  the  children  of  Ifrael  could" 
not  dedfadly  look  to  the  end  of  that  which  was 
abolifhed.  Now  that  which  was  abolidied  is  their 
legal  difpenfation,  and  the  end  of  that  which  was 

abolifhed 


Book  II.]  Thought!  on  the  Vail  of  Mofes.  149 

abolifhed  is  Jefus  Chrift  himfeif,  who  is-  the  end  of 
the  law  for  righteoufnefs,  as  having  fulfilled  its  mean¬ 
ing,  cancelled  its  authority,  and  introduced  in  its 

room  a  far  more  excellent  economy. 

What  1  may  fome  reply,  did  Ifrael  not  know  the 
meaning  of  their  law  ?  Was  it  the  intention  of  the 
Almighty  to  congeal  from  them  a  thing  m  which 
they  are  fo  highly  interefted  ?  Had  they  no  {effi¬ 
cient  intimations,  that  their  ritual  inUitutions  did 
point  at  better  things,  and  were,  in  future  time,  ca¬ 
pable  of  repeal,  and  would  atfually  receive  an  end  1 
In  anfwer  to  this,  it  is  not  at  alhienied,  Hit  there 
were  many  things  in  the  writings  and  law  of  Moles, 
that  not  obfcurely  hinted  its  true  delign.  I  he  vail 
of  Mofes  was  not  fo  thick  and  broad,  but  .one  rays 
of  his  light  did  aftuaily  tranfpire.  Even  as  the 
darknefs  and  blacknefs  that  involved  the  frighted 
fummit  of  mount  Sinai,  was  mterfperfed  with  nanus 
of  lightning,  and  gleams  of  fire.  The  attentive 
Ifraelite,  who  meditated  upon  the  law  ot  the  Lord 
day  and  night,  might  know  that  more  was  meant 
than  was  plainly  expreffed.  The  conflant  expedi¬ 
tion  of  a  Mefllas,  which  univerfally  obtained  m  all 
ages  of  the  Jewifh  church,,  might  fully  convince  them 
of  the  weaknefs  of  their  rites  .to  do  what  they  feem- 
ed  to  nromife,  and  that  the  ceremonial  law  was  far 
from  being  the  whole  of  their  religion.  They  had 
it  hinted  unto  them  in  the  dying  benediction  of  their 
great  forefather,  that  their  judicial'  law  fhould  not  be 
always  obferved,  but  that  a  period  fhould  arrive, 
when  the  fceptre  fhould  depart  from  the  royal  tribe. 
A  fmall  meafure  of  acquaintance  with  then  own 
hearts  might  have  eafily  perfuaded  them,  that  the 

demands  of  the  moral  law,  or  ten  commandments,. 

xt  ~  were 


153 


t 


[Book  IJ. 


Typical  Things* 

were  too  rigid  for  them  ever  to  hbpe  juffification  by 
their, compliance  with  them  :  for,  however  much  it 
may  be  thought,  by  fuperficial  obfervers,  that  the 
firft  nine  precepts  in  the  law  may  be  fulfilled  by  an 
imp^rfedt  creature  ;  yet  it  is  evident,  that  the  very 
letter  of  the  tenth  commandment  forbids  the  fins  of 
che  heait,  and  all  the  motions  of  concupifcence. 
How  can  the  proudeft  legalilf  plume  himfelf  with 
tne  foolifh  conceit  of  being  able  to  conform  himfelf 
in  all  refipe&s  to  the  very  letter  of  the  law,  when  the 
-very  letter  of  the  law  fays,  “  Thou  (halt  notftovet??,a 
If  then  there  were  many  Israelites  who  reffed  in 
their  law,  without  looking  any  further,  and  fondly 
imagined  that  it  was  able  to  give  them  eternal  life, 
this  fatal  miftake  was  not  chiefly  owing  to  the  ob- 
feurity  of  their  difperifation,  but  to  the  blindnefs  of 
their  hearts,  that  were  hard  as  the  ffones  on  which 
their  law  was  written,  and  vailed  as  their  lawgiver’s 
face. 

But,  after  all,  it  muff  be  confefTed,  the  law  and 
holy  books  of  Mofes,  have  much  obfeurity  in  them, 
when  compared  with  the  great  plain nefs  of  fpeech 
ufed  by  the  apoffles  in  the  New  Teff ament.  They 
j  may  be  compared  to  a  fine  picture  placed  in  a  dark 
corner ;  though  its  principal  figures  may  be  difeerned 
-by  a  penetrating  eye,  it  is  however  impofiible  the 
delicate  touches  of  the  pencil,  the  diffributions  of 
hght  and  {hade,  the  beauty  of  the  tints,  the  elegancy 
of  the  defigns,  can  be  thoroughly  perceived  by  the 
mod  vigorous  fight,  till  the  finilhed  piece  is  tranfla- 
ted  from  its  obfeure  fituation,  and  fet  iu  an  advanta¬ 
geous  light. 

-One 
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One  that  reads  the  writings  of  Mofes,  and  throws 
hut  a  curfory  glance  over  the  moral,  the  ceremonial, 
and  the  judicial  law,  without  remembering  that,  like 
Mofes,  they  put  a  vail  on  their  face,  would  be  very 
-apt  to  midake  the  true  defign  of  the  whole  fydem, 
and  to  entertain  many  erroneous  opinions,  that  are 
really  inconfident  with  its  original  intention,  though 
they  feem  to  be  founded  upon  it.  One  would  think, 
the  ceremonial  worfhip,  preferibed  fo  minutely  by 
Mofes,  mud  certainly  have  been  very  acceptable  to 
God,  even  for  its  own  fake,  or  he  would  never  have 
taken  the  pains  to  adjud,  by  his  exprefs  authority,  the 
fmalled  circumdances  relative  unto  it.  One  would 
almod  imagine,  that  the  Deity  took  pleafure  to  eat 
the  dedi  of  bulls,  and  drink  the  blood  of  goats  ;  that 
he  is  pleafed  even  with  outward  corporal  unclean- 
nedes  ;  that  the  beauty  of  his  worfhip  confids  in  the 
outward  pomp  of  fplendid  rites  ;  that  the  blood  of 
flaughtered  beads  was  able  to  take  away  fin  ;  that 
man  has  dill  a  power  to  obey  the  moral  law  ;  that 
-we  mud  enter  .into  life  by  keeping  the  command¬ 
ments  ;  that  righteoufnefs  fhall  come  by  the  law  ; 
that  the  natural  feed  of  Abraham  could  never  be 
rejected  frorp  being  the  people  of  God  ;  that  their 
civil  date  diould  never  be  unhinged,  and  their  cere¬ 
monies  fhould  never  be  abolifhed.  Tbefe,  and  many 
jfuch  falfe  opin  ions,  might  have  been  fuggeded  by  the 
terms  in  which  the  law  is  uttered :  and  many  a 
carnal  Jew  was  taken  in  this  fnare.  Even  “  unto 
this  day,  when  Mofes  is  read,  the  vail  is  upon  their 
hearts.”  a 

In  vain  did  the  prophets  endeavour  to  pull  tjhis 
•wail  af  dej  and  reclaim  from  thefe  vain  imaginations 
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that  ft  iff- necked  people,  the  bulk  of  whom  perfevere: 
in  their  abfurd  prejudices,  and  prefumptuous  expedi¬ 
tions,  to  this  very  day. 

If  any  fhould  inquire,  why  the  revelation  of  the 
divine  will  was  not  equally  plain  in  the  pafl  as  in  the 
prefent  age  ?  why  the  God  with  whom  light  dwells 
would  deliver  a  law  to  this  people,  of  which  the  true 
defign  and  genuine  fcope  was  not  obvious  at  the 
firft  view?  It  is  not  for  us  to  dive  into  the  eternal 
counfels,  it  was  the  will  of  God  that  it  fhould  be  fo 
and  who  dares  fay  to  him,  “  What  dofl  thou  r” 
Let  us  rather  obferve  how  the  vail  was  gradually 
removed,  till  Moles  hands  confefTed,  and  the  defign 
of  his  economy  is  no  longer  a  myftery,  flnce  the  rev¬ 
elation  of  Jefus  Chrifh 

Much  is  faid'in  the  prophetic  fcriptures,  that 
might  have  undeceived  the  blind  Jews,  and  taught 
them  to  abate  their  vain  confidence  in  their  national 
privileges,  their  ceremonial  obiervances,  and  their 
moral  righteoufneffes.  The  grand  dodrines  of 
ChrifHanity,  relating  to  the  perfon,  the  charader, 
and  mediation  of  Jefus  Chrift,  are  laid  down  in  thefe 
venerable  writings  with  greater  perfpic.uity  than  in 
the  books  of  Moles.  'But  though  the  prophets  har- 
moniouflv  conipire  in  giving  their  fuffrage  to  eveiy 
Chriftian  dodrine  ;  yet  ftill  they  put  upon  their  face 
the  vail  of  poetical  figures,  and  ceremonial  phrafes. 
They  defcribe  fpiritual  bleflings  by  images  of  civil 
peace  and  plenty.  With  them  the  vidory  of  Jefus 
Chrift  is  the  treading  of  a  wine-prefs,  in  which  the 
wme  is  the  blocd  of  flaughtered  enemies  ;  piayer  is 

incenfe,  and  a  pure  offering  ;  converfion  is  going  up 

to 

»  Job  ix.  IS. 


Book  II'.]  Though^fj/n  tie  Vail  oj  Mofes .  1 5  J 

to  jerufalem  ;  gofpel  worfhip  is  the  celebration  of' 
tfye  feftivals  of  the  Jews. 

But  now  comes  John  the  Baptift,  the  harbinger 
of  Chrift,  who  talks  ft  ill  plainer  than  Mofes,  or  the 
prophets  ;  and  initead  of  commending  the  LeviticaL/ 
facrifices,  he  invites  his  hearers  to.  regard  that  un¬ 
known  perforr,  to  whom  he  pointed  as  the  comple¬ 
ment  of  them,  all,  ii  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  that 
takes  away  the  (in  of  the  world. ?,a 

But  by  the  rainiftry  of  Chrift  and  his  bleffed  apof- 
ties,  the  law  is  wholly  unmafked,  and  the  vail  on 
Mofes*  face  entirely  done*  away.  The  lowly  birth, 
indigent  life  and  ignominious  death  of  the  Meliks 
himfelf,  was  an  inconteftible  proof,  that  his  kingdom 
is  not  of  this  world,  as  the  Jews  expected.  Though 
he  was  the  great  High  Priefi,  he  gave.. no  attendance 
at  the  altar  ;  and  his  forerunner,  though  born  a  Le- 
vite,  never  officiated  in  the  temple*.  This  was  a  plain ■ 
declaration  that  he  was  come  to  abrogate  thefe  ancient 
rites.  But  if  we  attend  to  the  {train  of  his  doctrine, 
it  will  appear  how  it  was  calculated  to  remove  the 
vail,  and  cure  the  prejudices  of  the  miftaken  Jews. 
He  taught,  that  a  man  is  not  defiled  by  what  enters 
in  at  the  mouth  ;  foretold,  that  their  city,  and  tem¬ 
ple,  the  centre  of  their  worfhip,  fhould  be  razed,  and 
that  a  fpiritual  worlhip  fhould  be  eftablifhed  over  all 
the  world,  and  might  be  prefented  unto  God  in  every 
place*  That  he  might  pave  the  way  for  explaining 
the  £rand  doctrine,  of  juftification  by  his  imputed 
righteoufnefs,  he  expatiated  upon  the  vail:  extent  of 
the  moral  law,  and  frequently  inculcated  the  fad  de¬ 
pravity  of  human  nature.  He  fpoke  of  himfelf  as 
the  fulfiller  of  all  righteoufnefs,  the:  heavenly  manna,. 
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and  the  antitype  of  the  ferpent  lifted  up  in  the  wil- 
dernefs. 

But  after  his  afcenfion,  he  infpired  his  apodles  tp 
frnilh  what  he  had  only  begun,  and  completely  re¬ 
move  that  vail  which  IVIofes  put  upon  his  face.  ’  By 
their  apoftohc  decree,  they  mdrudted  the  ChrifHan 
Gentiles  in  their  New  X  edament  liberty  ;  and  by 
their  epidles,  addreded  to  the  primitive  churches, 
they  entirely  diffipated  the  obfcurity  of  the  Old  Tef* 
tament  fhadows.  Now  it  appears,  that  the  kingdom 
of  God  is  not  meats  and  drinks,  but  righteoufnefs, 
and  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghod  ;  that  the 
Mofaic  law  was  only  a  fchool-mader  to  tutor  the 
church  in  her  childifh  date,  and  train  her  up  for  a 
more  perfedt  inditution.  Now  we  plainly  fee,  that 
righteoufnefs  cannot  poOibly  come  by  the  law,  nor 
pardon  by  the  facrifices.  If  the  vail  is  not  dill  upoa 
;  our  hearts,  we  may  behold  with  open  face  the  glory 
of  the  Lord,  and  be  changed  into  the  fame  image, 
from  glory  to  glory.  Now  the  face  of  the  covering 
Ipread  over  all  people,  and  the  vail  cad  over  all  na¬ 
tions,  is  entirely  dedroyed  ;  and  therefore,  O  houfe 
of  Ifrael,  come  and  let  us  w*dk  in  the  light  of  the 
Lord- 

VIII.  Of  Sa  CRIFJCES* 

Sacrificing  is  a  religious  a<dion,  in  which  a 

creature  devoted  to  God  was  in  a  folemn  manner 
deftroyed  in  his  prefence,  for  facred  ends  y  and  it 
was  a  mode  of  worfhip  that  obtained  in  the  mod  ear- 
Jy  ages  of  the  world.  It  may  not  only  be  traced  up 
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o  the  famous  era  of  giving  the  law  from  mount  Si- 
lai  ;  but  the  ancient  patriarchs  did  commonly  prac- 
ife  it.  How  many  altars  were  built  by  Abraham, 
tnd  his  grandchild  Jacob  ?  Melchizedec  was  a  pried; 

>f  the  mofl  high  God  ;  Jacob  offered  facrifices  both  ; 
hr  his  children  and  for  his  friends  ;  and  .God 
melled  a  favour  of  red,  when  Noah  facrmced 
dean  beads  and  birds  upon  the  altar  which  he  built 
into  the  Lord.  Lut  why  do  I  mention  thefe 
venerable  .perfonages  as  the  mod  ancient  pratfi- 
ers  of  facrilicial  worfhip,  when  it  may  be  more 
dian  conje&ured,  that  Adam  himfelt  did  ufe  it  ? 
Jan  we  think,  that  when  Abel  offered  unto  the  Lord 
he  firftlings  of  his  flock,  that  his  father  did  not  in- 
Irudt  him  to  teftify  in  this  manner  his  fear  of  the 
Lord  ?  And  what  fhall  we  fay  of  the  coats  of  fkins 
which  the  Lord  made  for  them,  or  directed  them  to 
nake  ?  The  beads  to  whom  they  belonged,  cannot, 
fo  loon  after  the  creation,  be  fuppofed  to  have  died 
i>f  age  ;  they  behoved  therefore  to  be  (lain.  How 
natural  to  fuppofe  that  they  were  flain  in  facrifice, 
•ather  than  for  any  other  ufe  ?  Perhaps  it  was  not 
without  a  myftery,  that  the  fkins  of  thefe  beads 
Tiould  clothe  their  bodies,  whofe  blood  made  atone¬ 
ment  for  their  fouls.  To  be  lliort  then,  though  we 
can  by  no  means  afloat,  that,  in  the  date  of  inno- 
:ence,  there  would  have  been  the  lead  occafion  for 
them,  they  feem,  however,  to  be  as  ancient  as  the 
promife  about  the  feed  of  the  woman,  who  was  to 
lave  his  heel  bruiied,  while  he  bruifed  the  ferpent’s 

[lead.  ‘  v  1 

The  antiquity  of  facrifices  being  fuppofed,  let  us 
30  w  fee  by  whc/fe  authority  they  were  fir  ft  enjoined. 
And  it  will  be  certainly  found,  that  as  their  date 
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is  ancient,  their  original  is  divine.  That  God 
prefcribed  them  to  his  chofen  people,  is  not  difputed  ; 
for  a  great  part  of  the  facred  volume  is  occupied  in 
defcribing  the  various  laws  by  which  this  fpecies  of 
worfhip  fhould  be  adjufted.  But  what  ihall  we 
-think  of  the  facrifices  that  were  offered  by  the  pa¬ 
triarchs  before  the  law  ?  Were  they  ads  of  will- 
worfhip  ?  Did  they  contrive  this  mode  of  adoration 
from  their  own  brains  ?  Did  the  light  of  nature  dic¬ 
tate,  that  the  Deity  could  be  delighted  with  butch¬ 
ering,  flaying  and  burning  the  harmlefs  brute,  or 
otherwife  deffroying  creatures  that  were  inanimate  ? 
No  :  neither  did  the  light  of  nature  didate  them, 
nor  blind  fu*  erfiition,  but  the  fovereign  will  and 
poftive  command  of  God  is  their  original  warrant. 
Be  it  fo,  we  read  of  the  pradic-e  before  we  read  of 
the  precept,  dill,  from  the-former,  we  may  fairly  in¬ 
fer  the  latter  :  for  fuch  eminent  faints  would  never 
have  adventured  to  exprefs  their  devotion  in  fuch  a 
flrange  manner,  if  they  had  not  been  required  to  do 
fo  by  the  declared  will  of  God.  Indeed,  without 
fudwa  perfuafion,  they  co-uld  not  have  offered  in 
faith  :  and  we  are  affured,  by  an  authority  too  great 
to  be  controverted,  that  the  frit  man  v/hofe  ficrifice 
Ij  exprefsly  mentioned  in  feripturs,  offered,  through 
faith,  a  more  excellent  facrilice  than  Cain,  of  which 
the  Deity  was  pleafed  to  teftifv  his  acceptance,  by 
fome  diflinguifliing  marks  of  regard.  Now,  let  us  even 
fuppofe  thefe  primitive  believers  might  have  been  fo 
presumptuous  as  to  invent,  or  paadife,  without  the* 
command  of  God,  fuch  bloody  rites  ;  it  can  never 
be  admitted,  that  God,  who  has  upon  all  occafions 
tellified  his  difpleafure  again (1  the  inventions  of  men  in 
hi&worfhip,  would  have  fmiled  upon  fuch  feli-devifed 
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modes  of  adoration.  Inftead  of  teftifying  of  their 
gifts,  and  accepting  their  burnt-offerings,  would  he 
not  rather  have  upbraided  them  as  in  the  wprds;>: 
that  well  known  reproof,  “  Who  hath  required  this 
at  yotir  hands  :”a  Upon  the  whole,  then,  it  is  eafy 
to  fee,  that  facrifices  were  not  offered  withouttS  * 
command  of  God.  And  it  is  more  than  probable, 
that  the  precept  and  the  pra&ice  are  of  equal  age; 
that  thefe  holy  rites  were  commanded  immediately 
after  the  re-admiffion  of  our  firff  parents  imp  the 
divine  favour,  upon  the  back  of  their  apoftacy  ; — 
that  the  univerfal  cuftom  of  facrificing  was  received 
by  tradition  from  the  fir  ft  man  ;  and  that,  after  the 
true  defgn  of  the.  inftitution  was  loft  among  the  de¬ 
generate  nations,  the  ceremony  itfelf  was  ftill  pre¬ 
fer  ved. 

Well  then,  the  cuftom  was  ancient,  was  divine  j 
and  furely  it  was  for  fome  important  end  God  would 
command,  and  the  heft  of  men  prafhfe  it,  for  the 
fpace  of  four  thoufand  years.  What  could  move  the 
eternal  Majefty  to  require,  for  fo  long  a  time,  that 
facrifices  fhould  be  an  effential  part  of  his  worfhip? 
Was  there  any  real  excellency  in  thefe  actions,  that 
•might  render  them  plead to  God  for  their  own 
fake  ?  Were  they  to  be  put  on  an  equal  or  fuperior 
footing  to  a£ts  of  moral  fervice  ?  Not  at  all.  Him- 
felf  declares,  in  the  mo  ft  pofiuve  manner,  even  in  the 
age  of  facrifices,  that  “  to  offer  thankfgiving,  and  pay 
their  vows  ;  to  do  juftly,  and  love  mercy,” b  were 
a6lions  far  preferable  to  loading  his  altar  v^ith  the 
moft  coftly  oblations  :  that  though  men  had  beemever 
fo  punctual  in  this  kind  of  worfhip,  they  were  not 

O  ,  immediately 
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immediately,  entitled  to  the  chara&er  of  faints,  what 
ever  courfe  of  atfion  they  fleered  in  their  other  de 
portment -towards  God  or  their  fellow  creatures 
Yea,  fo  far  were  fa  orifices  from  being  able  to  recom 
mend  the  perfons  df  wicked  doners  tO'God,  that,  oi 
the  contrary,  their  fins,  when  refolutely  per  fitted  in 
rendered  not  only  their  perfons,  but  their  ficrifice: 
deteflable  unto  him.  He  loathed,,  he  defpifed,  hi 
abhorred,  his  foul  was  weary  to  bear  them.  That  the; 
did  really  atone  for  ceremonial  guilt,  or  fanctify  to  th 
purifying  of  the  fiefh,  may  indeed  be  allowed;  but  tha 
"they  could  really  atone  for  moral  guilt,  purge  th 
conference  from  dead  works,  or  be  acceptable  to  th 
divine  Mayfly  for  their  own  fake,  is  denied  byferip 
ture,  reafon,  and  even  by  the  facrifices  themfelves.  1 
is  denied  by  feripture.  For,  in  the  prophet  Micah, 
rivers  of  oil,  and  thousands'  of  rams  are  denied  to  b 
an  adequate  propitiation.  And  this  needs  not  to  b 
wondered  at ;  -for  what  is  dill  more,. the  firfl-borr 
we  are  allured  in  the  fame  place,  would  not  be  ac 
cepted  for  t r an fgrefion^ nor  the  fruit  of  the  body  fc 
the  fin  of  the  foul.  It  is  denied  by  reafon.  .  Fc 
reafon.  herfelf  being  judge,  where  were  the  judice  t 
pumfh  a  haimlefs  bead  for  the  fins  of  its  owner? 
What  proportion  betwixt  the  fin  ol  a.  man,  and  tl. 
fufferings  of  a  brute  ?  Can  the  Majedy  ol  heaven  i* 
deed  be  prevailed  upon  to  lay  afide  his  jud  anger  ft 
Tuch  a  puny  fatisfadion  ?  Then,  Sinai,  thy  thundei 
are  vani/bed  into  fmoke,  and  there  .was  no  occafion  t 
publifh  With  fuch  folemnity  and  terror,  to  the  tren 
Wing  Ifraelites.  that  fiery  law,  whofe  curfes  may  be  1 
eauly  avoided.  But  let  us  afic  even  the  facrific( 
themfelves,  they  will  confefs  their  infulficiency  to  a 
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mte  moral  guilt ;  for  there  were  many  fins  that  were 
*  Ua  purged  with  facriiice  or  offering.  Let  Da 

*“  invincible  PU 

to  it  was  not  in  them  to  make  them  perfeft  th at  <£ 
fered  •  for  then,,  would  they  not  have  ceafed  to  o, 
offered  ’  Surely  they  would;  for  the  worlh.ppers, 
^  purged,  ihould  have  had  no  more  commence  or 

£nWas  it  then  intpoffihle  that  the  blood  of  bulls  and 
coats  Ihould  take  away  fin,  notwithftandmg  tie  an 
&  and  divine  original  of  the  cuftom  to  offer  la- 
cnfi’e  >  'Having  removed  the  falfe  end  of  then  rnlu- 
tutioV  let  us  examine  into  their  real  intent, on,  ami 
we  lhall  have  a  particular  eye  to  the  oneufigs  or.  .. 
the  economy  of  Mofes.  And  here  it  w,  11  not  be 
contradifted!  though  one  fnouH  ofnrm,  that  undry 
circumflances  in  the  law  of  lacnfiees  might  b-  inu..d 
ed  to  convey  moral  inftruftions..  lor  mftance, 
the  brutilh  qualities  of  the  facnficed  beads  might  fig- 
nifv  the  vices  or  luffs  which  we  ought  to  mortuy  for 
the  honour  of  God  ;  or  that  the  virtuous  qualities  ^ 
the  viaim,  fuppofe  meeknefs,  patience,  and  the  tike, 

righi  tok.  Soft  greet.  ?«d  Tto?  ; 

ftiioner  of’God-fhould  cultivate  in  his  own  heait.  it 
mfft  not  be  denied,  that  the  ancient  ceremonial  wor- 
Ihip  might  be  a  figure  of  that  reafonable  ferv.ee,  u-hic 
is  ever  due  to  the  Supreme  Being,  in  all  th.  mttue.it 
dates  of  the  rational  creature.  But  though  the  e, 
and  other  confideration:,  may  have  their  p.oper 
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weight  and  place,  we  have  not  yet  found  out  the  ad¬ 
equate  reafon  of  thefe  myfteriousf  inditutions.  In  thy 
bloody  death,  OJefus,  we  fee  the  great  antitype  of  thefe 
legal  oblations  !  Aloft  certainly  they  were  public  ac¬ 
knowledgments  of  guilt,  and  profeffions  of  faith  in 
the  grand  propitiation,  which  they  believed  fnould  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  end  of  the  world.  Tell  us,  thou  fweet 
linger  of  Ifrael,  who  is  he  that  (hall  do  for  us  what 
the  law  could  not  do  !  In  the  fortieth  pfalm,  David, 
fpeakmgfnot  of  himfelf,  but  of  a  far  more  glorious  per- 
ion,  has  thefe  moll  emphatical  words :  “  Sacrifice 
and  offering  thou  didd  not  defire  :  burnt-offering  and 
fin-offering  had  thou  not  required.  Then  faid  I,  Lo, 

v  ^  come  Biy  will,  O  Godf’a  It  was  not  ChriiE 
who  came  to  imitate  the  facrifices,  but  the  facrifices 
were  ordained  to  prefigure  hum  They  were  the  fhad- 
cw  of  future  good  things,  but  the  body  is  of  Ohrid. 

hen  Chrid  was  fird  revealed,  the  facrifices  feem  to 
have  been  pradtded  ;  and  when  he  died,  they  ceafed 
to  be  offered.  The  temple  heard  his  dying  groan, 
und  rent  her  vail  in  prefence  of  the  priedhood,  as 
they  offered  the  evening  facrifice.  From  this  time 
forth  fhall  'your  office  be  vacated,  -ye  legal  prieds  ! 
Ye  beads  of  the  field,  no  more  fhall  ye  fmoke  as  vic¬ 
tims  on  God  s  altar,  for  the  merciful  High  Fried  has  " 
now  given  himself  an  offering  and  a  facrifice  of  a 
fv/eet  duelling  favour  unto  God  !  Now  if  with  the 
prediction  of  his  death  they  began,  and  ended  with 
e  u.  c  0  ro  pi  1  •  -  .<  m  c  n  t ,  what  can  be  more  plain  than  the 
relation  betwixt  them,  as  the  ffiadow  and  the  fub- 
dance  r  Set  this  relation  afide,  and  it  is  impoffible  to 
vindicate,  to  any  advantage,  the  original  appointment 
>sf  facrifices,  or  to  account  for  their  abolition  after  they 

'  were 
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were  eniomed.  Should,  any  be  contentious  on  tins 
point,  we  have  an  entire  book  in  the  canon  of  the 
New  Teftament,  in  which  the  profefted  argument  is 
the  refemblance  of  the  Old  Teftament  facrifices  to 
the  true  propitiation.  Jbet  us  here  glance  at  fome  of 
the  moft  glaring  parallels  ,only,  betwixt  the  facrifices 
of  Moles  and  the  facrifice  of  jefus  Chrift. 

And,  firft,  we  may  take  notice  *cf  the  qualities 
of  the  facrificed  creatures,  efpecially  of  the  animal 
kind.  It  was  not  left  as  a  matter  of  indifference,  and 
wholly  in  fhe  option' of  God’s  peculiar  people,  with 
what  victims  they  ftiould  ftain  hit>  altats.  lhey  be¬ 
hoved  to  be  clean  creatures,  accordipg  to  the  law,  ft 
to  be  eaten  for  the  fupport  of  human  life,  and  to  be 
one  with  the  offerer,  in  fome  feftfe,  by  their  aptitude 
for  digeftion  into  the  fubftance  of  his  body.  '  I  his 
was  an  evident  memorial  of  the  fanddity  of  the  great 
Propitiation,  and  that  he  fhould  be  a  partaker  of  tne 
fame  ftefh  and  blood  with  thofe  for  whom  he  fhould 
die  ;  for  it  was  rCquifite,  that  both  he  that  fanddifieth, 
and  they  that  are  fan<ftified,  be  all  of  one.  I  he  integ¬ 
rity  and  perfection  which  God  required  m  the  bodies 
of  thefe  beafts  may  eafily  be  accommodated  to  the  c 
glorious  Antitype,  who  would  have  been  wholly  inca¬ 
pacitate,  by  any  the  fmalleft  blemifh,  from  the  difeharge 
of  his  prieftly  fundion.  For  though  it  became  the  p 
typical  nation  of  the  Jews  to  have  an  high  prieft  in¬ 
volved  in  the  fame  guilt  of  aSual  tranfgreflion  with 
his- brethren,  who  was  therefore  to  offer  firft  tor  his 
own  fin,  before  he  prefumed  to  offer  for  the  errors  of 
the  people  ;  yet  “  fuch  an  high  prieft  became  us,  who 
is  holy,  harmlefs,  undefiled,  and  feparated  from  fin- 
ners.”a  They  were,  further,  to  be  valuable  and  be-  • 
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loved  creatures,  as  iambs  that  are  for  cloathing,  and 
goats  that  are  the  price  of  the  field  ;  and  he  that  of¬ 
fered  them  was  put  to  cod  and  damage,  as  indeed, 
in  the  firflfages  of  mankind,  the  riches  of  the  mod 
opulent  pofleflor  confined  chiefly  in  flocks  and  herds.. 
What  forbids  us  to  think  here  of  Jefus  Chrid  being 
the  darling  of  his  Father,  and  precious  to  them  that 
believe  ?  O  the  invaluable  trealure  of  blood  that  was 
paid  for  the  redemption  of  the  foul !  in  comparifon  here¬ 
of,  what  is  filver  and  gold,  and  all  corruptible  things  l 
Ranfack  the  bowels  of  the  mountains  for  all  the  glow¬ 
ing  gems  formed  there  in  dark  retirement  ;  when 
compared  to  the  precious  blood  of  the  Lamb,  they  are 
poor  and  beggarly  acquifltions,  and  converted  into  peb* 
ble-dones,  fit  to  be  trampled  under  feet.  Moreover, 
there  behoved  to  be  found,  in  the  dedined  vi&ims,  fome 
amiable  qualities,  refembiing  moral  virtues.  They  were 
not  permitted  to  facrifice  the  dupid  afs,  or  the  fordid 
fwine,  though  tame  creatures  ;  far  lefs  were  the  fierce 
inhabitants  of  the  fored,  as  wolves,  bears,  lions,  to  come 
upon  God’s  altar.  But  the  facriflces  in  which  he  de¬ 
lighted,  were  the  gentle  dove,  the  patient  and  labo¬ 
rious  ox,  the  meek  lamb,  and  the  (beep  that  is  diwnfc 
before  the  (hearer  and  ihe  butcher.  Who  fees  nol 
in  thefe  characters  the  very  picture  of  the  meok,  low¬ 
ly,  patient,  and  uncomplaining  Saviour- of  the  world, 
who 'opened  not  his  mouth,  when  he  was  led  as  2 
iamb  to  the  {laughter  ?  A  circum  fiance  this,  which, 
next  to  the  dignity  of  his  perfon,  did  contribute  to  the 
value  of  his  fatisfaflory  death.  It  is  alio  worthy  o: 
notice,  that  of  all  thefe  beads  the  firfl-born  was  mod 
acceptable,  and,  according  to  the  law,  all  fuch  were 
holy  unto  the  Lord.1  Was  not  this  a  prelude,  that  he 
whom  God  would  eWe  to  expiate  our  tranfgreflion 
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frould  be  the  firft-born  among  many  brethren,  whom 
they  fhould  honour  as  the  excellency  of  dign.ty,  and 
to  whom  they  ihould  owe  their  deliverance  from  death, 
and  their  title  to  the' inheritance  !  I  (hall  only  lurthe 
hint,  that  whereas  God  was  not  only  pleaie  ,  w  en 
the  rich  men  offered  of  their  larger  cattle,  but  when 
poor  men  brought  turtle-doves  and  pigeons  ;  mig  , 
not  this  put  us  in  mind,  how  the  facrifice  which  God 
accepts,  is  equally  .acceffible  to  the  poor  and  the  t  ic  . 
and  truly  as  the  legal  facrifices  were  chargeable,  m 
lefs  or  more,  to  all  that  prefented  them,  the  real  and 
better  facrifice  cofts  us  nothing  ;  for  we  may  buy  n. 

without  money  and  without  price. 

From  the  qualities  of  the  vi&ims,  let  us  go  on  to  the 
facred  rites  of  oblation*  and  we  fhall  hnd  foniet  mg  in 
our  great  facrifice  corresponding  to  them  all.  When  the 
creature  that  was  to  furrender  its  life  for  its  owner  was 
pitched  upon,  it  was  brought  unto  the  pneft,  and  iol- 
eraniy  fitted  before  the  Lord.  But  our  Lord  Jefus 
was  not  brought  by  others,  like  the  irrational  animal, 
but  he  voluntarily  prefented  himfelf  before  the  Lord, 
when  his  time  was  fully  come..  Fully  apprized  ot 
what  was  to  be  done  unto  him,  he.  fet  his  face  to  go 
up  to  Jerufalem,  and  patiently  expected  in  the  melan¬ 
choly  garden  the  coming  of  the  traitor,  and  his  band 
of  armed  mien,  to  whom  he  was  to  deliver  himielr. 
The  facred  animal  being  fitted  before  the  Lord,  was 
rendered  ceremonially-  guilty,  by  the  impofition  of 
hands  on  its  head,  and  by  confeffing  over  it  the  fms  of 
the  offerer.  It  was  .the  Lord  himfelf  that  laid  on  hnn 
the  iniquities  of  us  all.  O  Jefus  !  it  is  our  guilt 
alone,  that  can  juftify  the  Judge  of  all  the  eaitlrin  ta¬ 
king  pleafiire  to  bruife  thee  1  And  this  doubtlefs  was 
one  great  reafon  why  he  opened  not  his  mouth,  while 
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the  Roman  governor  wondered  at  his  (Hence.  It  was 
this  confederation  that  fortified  his  mind  at  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  hi§  inconceivably  bitter  agonies,  and  held  in 
his  mouth,  as  with  a  bridle,  when  thefe  afton  idling 
words  dropped  from  his  lips;  “  Now. is  my  foul  troub¬ 
led,  and  what  fnall  I  lay  Vf  In  the  next  place,  the 
blood  pf  the  innocent  animal,  now  made  guilty  by 
imputation,  was  died,  was  poured  out  -and  fprinkled 
.  around  \  for,  u  without  the.fhedding  of  blood  was  no 
remidion  of  fin.”a  Talk  not,  ye  Papids,  an  un¬ 
bloody  facrifice  of  expiation  !  That  it  is.  the  blood 
that  makes  atonement  for  the  foul,  is  aderted  by  the 
God  of  Ifrael  himfelf,  who  exprefsly  adigns  this  rea- 
fan  of  the  drift  prohibition  given  to  his  ancient  peo¬ 
ple  :  “  No  foul  of  .you  (hall:  eat  blood,  neither  (hall 
any  Granger  that  fojourns  among  you.’5b  It  is  eafy 
to  fee  how  this  prefigured  the  violent' death  of  the  Son 
of  God,  who  poured  out  his  foul  unto  death,  and  whofe 
blood  cle&nfes  from  all  fin.  The  pulling  off  the  fkin 
from  the  butchered  animals,  dividing  their  bodies,  and 
burning  them  with  fire,  are  certainly  intended  to  de¬ 
note  the  exquifite  torments  he  was  to  endure,  when 
the  adembly  of  the  wicked  inclofed  him,  and  his  heart 
was  melted  in  the  midd  of  his  bowels  like  wax  be¬ 
fore  the  fire.  .The  towering  of  the  fmoke  to  heaven^ 
which  was  fometimes  perfumed  with  burning  incenfe, 
fignified  how  acceptable  the  facrifice  of  Chrid  fhould 
be  to  God,  and  of  what  fweet-fmelling  favour.  In  the 
time  of  offering,  prayers  were  offered  up.  And  we 
know,  that  in  the  days  of  his  fifth,  he  offered  up  prayers, 
tears,  and  drong  cries,  to  him  that  was  able  to  fave 
him  from  death.  The  blowing  of  trumpets,  and  prai- 
fing  God,  in  the  .time  of  the  holy  rites,  with  raufi^o- 
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cal  and  inftrumerital,  which  was  often  pra&ifed,  may 
no  doubt  put  us  in  mirid  ol  that  praife  which  waiteth, 
for  God  in  Zion,  on  account  of  purging  away  our 
tranfgreilion  by  himfelf,  which  would  have  prevailed 
forever  againft  us.  The  carrying  the  blood  of  the 
victims  into  the  holy  place,  the  figure  of  the  heavenly 
fan&uary,  correfporids  to  the  interceflion  of  our  High 
Pried  within  the  vail,  where  he  appears  as  a  lamb  that 
has  been  dain. 

When  the  holy  rites  were  finifhed,  atonement  was 
made.  The  guilt  of  the  offerer  was  abolifhed,  when 
his  vi&im  was  deftroyed  :  the  anger  of  God  was  in 
fome  manner  appeafed,  and  he  gave  figns  of  reconcil¬ 
iation.  But,  as  we  fhewed  before,  it  was  not  in  thefe 
ceremonial  a&ions  to  atone  for  any  moral  guilt,  except  ^ 
in  a  typical  way.  But  he  whom  Qod  hath  fet  forth 
for  a  propitiation,  hath,  in  the  mod  proper  fenfe,  fully 
expiated  the  dns  of  all  his  people,  who  have  lived,  or 
fhall  live.  In  his  atonement  the  believers  of  ancient 
and  latter  times  have  rejoiced,  as  the  foie  foundation 
of  their  hope.  And  nations  yet  unborn  fhall  be  jus¬ 
tified  by  him,  from  all  things  from  which  thvy  could 
not  be  judified  by  Modes’  law. 

The  fire  that  came  down  from  heaven,  and  con- 
fumed  the  facrifkes*  which  doubtlefs  was  kept  alive 
by  the  prieds  upon  the  altar,  was  it  not  an  embjerii  of 
that  fierce  burning  wrathAvhich  preyed  upon  the  foul 
of  the  incarnate  Son  of  God  ?  Or  was  it  an  emblem, 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  through  whom  he  offered  up  him¬ 
felf,  and  who  is  dyled  the  Spirit  of  burning?  or'elfe 
the  fire  might  dgnify  that  fervent  love  to  God  and 
man,  which  many  waters  could  not  , quench.  It  was 

love  that  wrought  his  death by  this  holy  and  pure  v 
dame  was  our  atoning  facrifice  reduced  ipto  afhes. 
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The  altar,  what  was  it  ?  His  crofs,  fay  fome. 
Nay,  it  was  rather  his  divine  nature,  which  like  the  al¬ 
tar  fupported,  and  like  the  altar  fan&ihed,  his  holy 
humanity,  which  alone  wras  deflroyed.  This  the 
crofs  can  fcarce  be  faid  to  do,  which  was  but  the  in- 
ilrument  of  man’s  cruelty,  and  a  defpicable  piece  of 
timber,  which  neither  fan&ified  the  body  which  it 
carried,,  nor  received  fan  deification  from  it.  Where 
then  are  they  who  addrefs  it  with  divine  honours,  and. 
pay  even  to  its  picture  that  homage  which  is  due  to 
him  alone,  that  expired  in  agonies  on  that  Ihamefui 
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The  fatal  night  was  now  arrived,  when  the  de-’ 
flrcying  angel  was  to  finite  all  the  firft-born  of  Egypt, 
and  the.  chief  of  their  (Irength  in  the  tabernacles  of- 
Ham.  This  laft  and  fore  ft  plague  (hall  break  the 
unrelenting  heart  of  Pharaoh,  and  difniifs  the  oppref- 
fed  'Ifraelites  from  his  cruel  yoke.  But  mark  the 
goodnefs  of  their  God,  in  providing  for  .heir  fafety 
amidll  the  general  devaluation  !  They  are*  directed  to 
fprinkle  on  their  door-p0(ls  the  blood  of  a  lamb,  whofe 
qualities,  the  manner  of  its  death,  and  the  rites  where¬ 
with  they  were  to  eat  its  fiefh,  are  very  minutely  pre¬ 
ferred,  and  left  upon  record  for  generations  to  come. 
The  meflehger  of  death,  they  were  allured,  would 
not  prefun/e  to  enter  the fe  fallowed  doors,  though  a 
thoufand  did  fall  at  their  lide,  and  ten  thoufand  on 
their  right  hand.  Then  it  was  that  the  / Egyptian 

idpls  did  alfo  feel  the  vengeance  of  the  true  o-od  :  .and 
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fo  memorable  was  the  night,  that  the  month  in  which 
k  fTwIs  in  all  fucceecling  ages,  to  be  the  banning 
V  ’  T;  or  the  firft  mouth  of  the  year..  A  cere- 
niony  indeed  it  was  ^at  leemedto  weak,  =n- 

s  Tef  *,'««=»  »>Fy.  by  *« 

rVlhh  through  which  Mofes  - kept  the  paffover, 

and  the  fprinklin|  of  blood,  that  he  which  deftroyed 
the  firft-born  (hould  not  touch  him.  to  m«mng ,Wv 

not  now  left  to  expire  by  our  own  wtt:  for  that  i. 

was  a  prophetical  type,  and  a  very  expreiiive  .mage 
.  of  the  Lanib  of  God  that  takes  away  the  fin  of  the 
,  i  irtfrtired  apoftle  gives  ns  to  know,  by  telling 

***»#*•  » •- 
'  A  lamb  Chofen  out  of  the  -flock.  Emblem  or  him 
-who  was  taken  from  among  men,  and  rafted  up  fiom 
among  hiT  brethren,  and,  like  that  lovely  creature, 
^injury  to  none,  though  he;rece,ved  from  many, 
and  isufeful  in  life  and  death,  being  at .ones  ou, :  cloath- 
inct  and  our  food.  -It  was  a  male  of  the  flock -  c .  a 
°r  old  ;  for  Chrift  is  a  Son  given  unto  us,  and  fur- 
fered  in  the  flower  of  his  age.  But  without  blemi  a 
ind  without  fpot.  Though  defended  from  an  impure 
race  of  anceftors,  !he  brought  no  ftain  of  fin  unto  the 
world  with  him.  And  though  he  long  converfed 
with  finful  men,  and  grappled  with  ftrong^temptauons, 
he  contrafted  not  the  fmalleft  taint.  ‘  y'-11  J  ‘ 

Pilate  atlefied  that  he  was  juft  and  upright ;  the  laft, 
Before  he  condemned,  and  the  firft,  after  he  betrayed 
'  him.  On  the  tenth  day  of  the  month  Abid,  tne 
lamb  was  fetched  from  the  field,  and  on  the  four¬ 
teenth  day  at  even,  it  was  killed  by  all  the  Jews,  m  the 
place  -which  the  Lord  did  choofe.  Even  fo  he,  of 
whom  thefe  things  were  fpoken,  went  up  to  Jcrulalem 
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five  days  before  the  paffover,  where,  with  wicked 
hands,  he  was  taken,  crucified,  and  /lain.  The  lamb 
TVas  roafied  with  fire.  It  was  the  fire  of  the  Father’s 
WiRth,  O  immaculate  Lamb  of  Ood  !  that  forced 
thee  to  complain,  “  My  heart  is  like  wax,  it  is  melt¬ 
ed  in  the  midfl  ot  my  Dowels.  Iviy  firength  is  dried 
like  a  potfherd  :  my  tongue  cleaves  to  my  jaws.”3 
A  bone  of  the  lamb  was  not  to  be  broken,  and 
none  of  it  was  to  be  left  until  the  morning.  To  ac- 
complifh  the  firfi,  the  loldiers  brake  not  his  legs,  as 
was  uiual  ;  and  to  fulfil  the  laid,  he  was  taken  down 
from  the  crofs  the  fame  evening  in  which  he  died. 
In  vain  had  the  Ifraelites  killed  the  lamb,  if  they  had 
not  alfo  fprinkled  its  blood  with  the  hyfibp  upon  the 
door-pofts.  And  Chrilf  is  to  us  dead  in  vain,  unlefs 
applied  by  faith  ,  unto  the"  confidence.  His  blood 
mull  not  be' fprinkled  behind  the  door;  for  we  mull 
publickly  profefs,  that  we  are  notafhamed  of  the  Crofs 
of  Chrifi  :  nor  below  the  door;  for  it  mull  not  be 
trodden  under  foot  ;  .  but  above,  and  on  #very  fide,  on 
all  that  we  are,  on  all  that  we  have,  and  on  all  we 
do.  Indeed,  by  his  all -penetrating  eye,  the  doors  of 
the  houfe  and  heart  a^e  feen  with  equal  clearnefs. 
FI  ad  a  prefumptuous  Ifraelite  defpifed  this  ordinance 
of  God,  and  negle&ed  to  fprinkle  his  doors  with 
blood,  he  was  not  within  the  limits  of  the  divine  pro¬ 
tection  ;  yea,  had  he  ventured  abroad  in  that  perilous 
night,  the  angel  was  not  bound  to  fpare  him.  So 
when  the  arrows  of  definition  are* flying  thick  and 
fafi,  the  blood  of  jefus  is  our  only  fantuary.  Of 
this  only  can  we  fay,  “  See,  O  God,  oup  fhield  :”b 
we  are  guilty  of  death  ;  this  is  the  facrifice  which 
thou  required  ;  accept  this  blood  which  we  fprin- 
.  kle 
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kle  by  thy  command,  inflead  of  our  own  that-  de¬ 
fended  to  reek  upon  our’  doonpofts.  O  Jelus  !  we 
are  indebted  to  thy  atoning  blood  for  blellings  that 
far  tranfcend  deliverance  from  Egyptian  bondage,  or 
from  temporal  death.  By  thy  blood  we  are  deliv¬ 
ered  from  the  wrath  that  is  to  come.  Thou  art  our 
hiding-place.  Under  this  covert  of  thy  blood,  we  , 
fhall  not  be  afraid  of  fudden  fear,  nor  of  the  def- 
olation  of  the  wicked  ;  but  lhall  dwell  in  peaceable 
habitations,  fare  dwellings,  and  quiet  retting- places, 
nigh  which  no  plague  fhall  come.  Many  a  time  the 
haughty  tyrant  of  Egypt  was  frighted  by  the  awful 
prodigies  wrought  by  Mofes  ;  but  never  was  he  thor¬ 
oughly  fubdued  till  the  blood  was  fprinkled.  Then 
the  prey  was  taken  from  the  mighty.  In  vain  he 
purfues  after  them,  for  never  more  fhall  they  wear  his 
chain.  So  many  a  time  the  prophecies  of  Chritt  might 
fright  the  black  prince  of  hell,  but  never  was  he  thor- 
oughly  fubdued,  till  on  the  crofs  he  fpoiled  princi¬ 
palities  and  powers,  and  made  a  fhew  of  them  openly? 
triumphing  over  them  in  it.  Even  fo  his  ele<tt  peo¬ 
ple  are  faid  to  overcome,  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb, 
the.  enemy  of  their  falvation.  By  this  fame  blood  the\ 
idols  are  utterly  abolifhed.  As  in  that  night  of .Jefo- 
lation  the  temples  of  Egypt  were  not  fpared  more  than 
the  palaces  ;  fo  in  the  days  of  the  Mefliah,  lhall  a 
man  call  his  idols  of  filver  and  gold,  which  he  made 
for  himfelf  to  worfhip,  to  the  mo]es  and  to  the  bats, 
to  go  into  the  clefts  of  the  rocks,  and  into  the  tops 
of  the  ragged  rocks,  for  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  for 
the  glory  of  his  Majefty,  when  he  arifeth  to  {hake  ter¬ 
ribly  the  earth.  Well  may  this  happy  period  be  nn-  . 
to  us  the  beginning  of  months.  If  the  beginning  of 
the  year  was  changed  to  the  Ifraelites,  and  the  feventh 
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became  the  fird  month,  much  more  may,the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  week  be  altered  to  the  Ghi  iilians,  and  the 
feventh  day  be  exchanged  for  the  fird,  for  a  Sabbath 
unto  the  Lofd  ;  for  on  that  day  a  much  more  glori¬ 
ous  work  was  finifhed,  than  when  he  brought  Ifrael 
out  of  Egypt,  or  even  than  when  he  finifhed  the  heav¬ 
ens,  and  all  their  hod,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  the 
eartlv. 

We  have  feen  how  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  was 
fprinkled,  and  the  happy  confequences  of  tins  fymboh 
ical  action  ;  let  us  now  attend  how  its  flefh  was  to  be 
eaten,  and  how  we  are  made  partakers  of  Chrid,  who 
is  at  once  our  fhield,  to  protect  us  from  danger,  and 
our  food,  to  preferve  our  ioul  in  life.  It  was  eaten 
roaded  ■;  for  Chrid  is  favoury  to  faith.  A  bone  mud 
not  be  broken  ;  and  myderies  mud  not  be  too  curi- 
oufly  pryed  into.  A  whole  lamb  mud  be  eaten  in 
every  houfe  ;  and  a  whole  Chrid  received  by  every 
believing  foul.  It  mud  be  -eaten  in  hade  ;  and  what- 
foever  our  hand  findeth,  fliould  be  done  with  all  our 
might.  The  bitter  herbs  fignified  the  bitternefs  of 
contrition  for  fin,  and  of  the  tribulation  w^e  fhall  have 
in  this  world.  Unleavened  bread  is  fincerity  and 
truth.  The  loins  girt,  and  leet  (hod,  fignifies  the 
girding  up  the  loins  of  the  mind,  and  the  preparation 
of  the#  gofpel  of  peace,  or  a  readinefs  to  every  good 
work.  The  daff  in  the  hand  might  fignify,  that  here 
we  have  no  continuing  city.  The  paffover  was  only 
to  be  eaten  by  the  circumcifed  and  the  clean  ;  but  it 
a  man  was  unclean  by  reafon  of  a  dead  body,  or  in  a 
journey  afar  off,  he  was  permitted  to  keep  a  fecond 
nadbver  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  fecond  month. 
Here  let  us  end,  adoring  that  condefcending  love  that 
has  appeared  towards  us  the  tinners  of  the  •Gentiles. 
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At  the  fird  paffover,  we  were  uncircumcifed  and  un¬ 
clean,  by  reafon*of  death*  we  were  afar  off,  and  with-/ 
out  God  in  the  world.  But  us  hath  he  quickened 
who  were  dead  in  trefpaffes  and  lies  ;  and  in  Jefus 
Chrill  we,  who  fbme  time  were  afar  off,  are  made 
nigh  by  the  blood  of  Chnd.  I  he  re  fore  let  us  keep 
the  fead  :  for  even  Chnd,  our  fecond.,  Cm  id  our 
bed  PafTover,  is  facrificed  for  us* 

X.  The  Ordinance  of  the  Scape-Goat. 

Of  all  the  ceremonies  enjoined  in  the  book  of  Le¬ 
viticus,  (that  gofpel  of  Mofes)  none  v/ere  more  dg- 
nificant,  as  we  may  well  prelume,  and  expreflive  'of 
evangelical  myderies,  than  thofe  prefcribed.cn  the 
folemn  anniverlary  of  general  atonement.  1  he  rites 
of  this  folemn  day,  though  in  themfelves  but  carnal 
ordinances,  were,  in  their  ufe,  fhadows  of  good  things 
to  come,  and,  without  ail  doubt,  expounded  in  this 
view  unto  the  people  by  the  godly  priefts,  whole  lips 
kept  knowledge.  To  what  purpofe  elfe  had  been  the 
multitude  of  their  facrifices  unto  him  who  delights  not 
in  the  blood  of  bullocks,  or  of  lambs,  or  of  he-goats  1 
On  this  day,  the  Jewidi.  high  pried  was  not  fird  to 
array  himfelf  with  his  mod  codly  attire,  but  with  his 
linen  garments.  An  emblem  of  the  Chndian  High 
Fried’s  incarnation,  wrho,  when  he  came  to  expiate 
our  fin,  did  not  array  himfelf  with  light  as  with  a  gar¬ 
ment,  but  with  the  robe  of  our  human  nature,  which,, 
though  clean  and  white,  was  without  fplendour.or  mag¬ 
nificence.  On  this  day,  he  offered  expiatory  ficrifi- 
ce$  both  for  himfelf  and  all  the  people.  Jefus,  in  all 

things 
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things  thou  rfiuft  have  the  pre-eminence  !  “  For  fuch 
an  High  Pried:  became  us,  who  needs  not,  as  thefe 
high  priefl s,  offer  firil  for  his  own  fin,  and  then  for 
the  people  :  for  the  law  makes  men  prieds  that  had 
inf  rmity  ;  but  the  word  sf  the  oath  that  was  f  nee  the 
law,  maketh  the  Son,  who  is  confecrated  for  ever¬ 
more.’^  Gn  this  day,  he  made  his  folemn  entrance 
intp  the  holy  place  made  with  hands,  with  the  blood 
of  bulls  and  goats.  The  meaning  of  which,  the  great 
apodle  declares,  is  the  entrance  of  Jefus  Ohrid,  the 
High  Pried  of  good  things  to  come,  by  a  greater  and 
more  perfect  tabernacle,  into  the  holy  place  not  made 
with  hands,  that  is,  into  Heaven  itfelf,  having  obtained 
eternal  redemption  for  U3. 

But  what  we  {hall  chiefly,  confine  our  attention  to, 
for  the  prefent,  is  another  ceremony  peculiar  to  this  day 
of  atonement.  Befides  the  bullock  and  the  ram  which 
Aaron  was  to  offer,  the  fird  for  himfelf,  and  the  fec- 
ond  for  the  people  ;  he  was  alfo  to  take  for  all  the 
congregation  of  Ifrael,  two  kids  of  the  goats,  for  a 
iin  offering.  They  were  to  be  brought  as  ufual,  to 
the  door  of  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation.  But 
both  were  not  killed  as  was  ufually  done  :  for  by  an 
uncommon  rite,  the  two  vi<dims  were  pitched  upon 
by  lot,  the  one  to  be  offered  up  in  the  acctfdomed  man¬ 
ner  unto  the  Lord,  and  its  fkin,  its  fleih  and  dung,  to 
be  burned  with  fre  without  the  camp  ;  the  other  to 
be  prefented  alive  before  the  Lord,  where  Aaron,  lay¬ 
ing  both  his  hands  upon  its  head,  confeffed  over  him 
all  the  iniquities  of  the  children  of  Ifrael,  and  all  their 
tranfgreilions  in  all  their  fins  ;  and  ladly,  it  was  to  be 
conduced  into  the  wildernefs  by  the  hand  of  a  proper 
perforr,  (who,  they  fay,  might  be  either  a  Gentile  or 
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an  Ifraelite  ;)  and  probably  it  was  never-  more  inqui¬ 
red  after  5  wherefore  it  might  be  called  /Izazclj  01 
the  fcape-gocit.  We  (hall,  for  the  prelent,  leave  to  oth¬ 
ers  the  difcuflion  of  fome  curious  inquiries  about  the 
name  and  fate  of  this  devoted  creature,  and  proceed 
to  notice  how,  in  both  thefe  victims,  C brill  was  fet 
forth  •as  the  propitiation  for  our  fins. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the  goat  is  none  of  thefe  crea¬ 
tures  that  are  fuppofed  to  have  the  moll  amiable  prop¬ 
erties.  And  it  may  feem  odd,  that  the  Lamb  of  God 
fhould  be  prefigured  by  thefe  bea{ls>  which,  fpr  their  un- 
,  cleaply  and  unruly  temper,  are  emblems  ot  the  wicked, 
who,  in  the  lall  day,  {hall  be  feparated  from  the  godly 
by  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth.  But  perhaps  even  this 
.  circumftance  in  the  type  might  fignify,  that  Chrid  was 
to  appear  in  the  hkenefs  of  finful  flefh.  The  goat, 
though  commonly  held  an  unclean  creature,  was,  not- 
.  withflanding,  of  the  number  of  clean  beads  in  the 
law  of  Mofes  ;  and  Jefus  C Krill,  though  reputed  a 
.{inner  among  men,  was  pure  and  righteous  in  the  eye 
of  God.  And  if  it  be  true  what  is  commonly  report¬ 
ed  of  the  medicinal  qualities  of  this  creature’s  flefh, 
and  of  its  blood  fcftening  the  rigid  adamant  \  what 
.  hinders  us  to  think  of  Chrid  healing  our  difeafes,  ta¬ 
lking,  away  our  hard  and  donv  hearts,  and  giving  us 
hearts  of  flefh 

But  wherefore  two  goats  ?  Or  if  two,  why  not  both 
ufed  in  the  fame  manner  ?  Why  was  one  of  them  put 
to  death,  and  the  other  faved  alive  ?  IDoubtlefs  they 
•  are  both  to  be  viev/ed  as  types  of  the  great  propitiation., 
The  fird  goat  may  fignify  that  complete  fatisfadion  ; 
which  Chrid  made  to  vindictive  judice,  by  the  offering 
;  up  himfelf ;  and  the  fecond  goat  may  fignify  the  happy 
confequence  of  this  propitiatory  facrifice,  in  fin  idling 
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tranfgrefiion,  making  an  end  of  fin,  and  carrying  it,  a 
it  were,  into  the  land  of  forgetfulnefs  ;  that,  to  uf 
the  elegant  words  of  Jeremiah,  “  when  the  iniquit 
of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  ihall  be  fought  for,  there  ihouh 
be  none  ;  and  the  fins  of  Judah,  and  they  fliould  no 
be  found. ,;a  Nor  ought  it  feem  ftrange,  that  fuch  ; 
momentous  truth  fhould  be  inculcated  fo  many  variou 
ways  on  the  fame  occafion  :  for  it  is  a  fingular  effe<5 
of  the  goodnefs  of  God,  to  exhibit  fuch  interefiiflj 
truths  in  different  views,  that  we  may  have  firong  con 
folation.  Befides  that,  all  fimilitudes  and  types  fal 
infinitely  fhort  of  the  great  myfieries  they  point  at 
therefore  they  are  multiplied,  that  they  may  mutually 
fupply  the  deficiencies  of  one  another  :  for  here  th< 
faying  is  made  good,  “  Two  are  better  than  one  ;  fo: 
if  they  fall,  the  one  will  lift  up  his  fellow/* 

That  the  firfi  goat  was  an  emblem  of  Chrifi  facrifi 
ced  for  us,  as  much  as  any  other  facrifices,  is  not  dif 
ficult  to  perfuade.  For,  like  other  facrifices,  it  waj 
killed,  becaufe  Chrifi  was  t^die.  Its  blood  was  car¬ 
ried  within  the  vail  ;  lor  Chriff  was  to  appear  in  the 
prefence  of  God  for  us,  .with  his  own  blood.  Its  bod) 
was  burned  without  the  camp  ;  and  Chrifi  fuffered 
without  the  gate.  But  let  us  more  particularly  attend 
the  myftery  of  the  fcape-goat,  and  its  likenefs  to  Jefus 
Chrifi. 

It  was,  like  the  other,  to  he  taken  from  the  con¬ 
gregation  of  Ifrael,  and  doubtlefs  purchafed  with  the 
public  money.  So  Chrifi  was  taken  from  among  his 
brethren,  and  bought,  in  fome  fenfe,  for  thirty  pieces 
of  filver  out  of  the  public  treafury,  that  he  might  be 
numbered  with  tranfgrefibrs,  and  bear  the  fins  of  many. 
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It  was,  like  the  other,  prefented  at  the  door  of  the 
tabernacle  of  the  congregation,  before  the  Lord,  and 
all  the  people.  So  Chrift  prefented  himfelf  to  do  his 
heavenly  Father’s  will  before  both  God  and  the  peo¬ 
ple,  when  at  the  paffiover  folemnity  he  went, up  to  Je- 
rufalem,  not  ignorant  of  what,  was.to  he  done  unto  him; 
by  Jews,  and  Gentiles. 

It  was,  as  the  other,  chofen  by  lot,  which,  though; 
caft  into  the  lap,  is  not  fortuitous-  or  accidental,  for 
the  difpofing  is  of  the  Lord.  ^  So  Jefus  Chrift  was 
deftinated  in  the  eternal  counfels  to  bear  the  iniquities 
of  his  people.  He  was.  delivered  into  his  enemies 
hands  by  the  determinate  counfel  of  God  ;  and  by 
the  fame  counfel  was  determined.,  before  to  be  done 
whatever  happened  unto  him*  Hence  it  was  that 
Pdate  was  deaf  to  the  remonftrances  of  his  otvn  con¬ 
ference,  in  condemning  him  that  was  moft  juft  ;  and 
hence  the  people  of  the  Jews  preferred  a  murderer  to 
the  Lord  of  life,  when  they  deft  red  that  Barabbas^ 
fhouid  be  releafed,  and  Chrift  fhould  be  crucified. 

The  facred  animal,  being  thus  prefented  and  cho¬ 
fen  of  God,  the  high  prieft  was  to  lay  both  his  hands  , 
cm  its  head,  devoting  it,  by  this  . action,  to  the  fervice 
of  Gocf,  and  trapflating  the  fins  of  Ifrael  upon  it  in  a 
typical  manner.  Perhaps.it  might  fignify,  that  the 
hand  of  vindictive  juftice  was  to  lie  heavy  on  the  Sure¬ 
ty  of  finners  ;  and  it  is  exprefsly  affirmed  by  the  proph¬ 
et,  “  The  Lpr.d  hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of' 
us  all.”?1  ^  \  '  f 

That  this  was  the  meaning  of  the  rite,  appears 
mosre  evidently  from  the  following  one.  For  in  this 
pofture  did  the  high  prieft  confefs  all  the  fins  of  his 
people  from  whom  the  goat  Was  taken.  Why  fhould 
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their  fins  be  confefied  in  this  manner,  if  it  was  not  to 
fignify,  that  they  were  in  home  fort  laid  upon  the  head 
of  the  innocent  vidtim  ?  It  was  thus  the  great 
Boer  of  God’s  will  was  made  fin  for  us,  who  knew 
no  fin.  The  goat  could  not  be  guilty  of  thefe  fins, 
for  it  was  a  brute  bead.  Nor  could  its  Antitype  be 
himfelf  a  tranfgreffor  of  the  law,  for  he  was  a  divine 
Perfon.  Yet  both  the  one  and  the  other  did  bear  the 
fins  of  many,  to  which  it  was, 'in  the  nature  cf  things, 
impofiible  they  could  be  accefiary  in  the  fraalleft  de¬ 
gree.  It  was  not  thy  fin,  O  fpotlefs  Vidtim,  but  the 
fins  of  thy  eledl  people,  that  configned  thee  over  to 
the  bloody  and  fhamefiil  crofs  I.  Thefe  were  the  fins 
which  took  hold  upon  thee,  and  juftified  thy  death. 
“  Surely,  furely,  he  bore  our  griefs,  he  carried  our 
forrows,  and  the  chafbifement  of  our  .peace  was  up¬ 
on  him.’,a  How  eife  could  his  heavenly  Father  been, 
pleafed  to  bruife  him,  for  whom,  it  is  no  more  good  to. 
punifh  the  juft,  than  to  clear  the  guilty.. 

The  devoted  creature,  thus  laden  with  fin,  is,  by  the 
hand  of  a  proper  perfon,  condudted  into  the  wilder* 
nefs.  Why  fhould  not  this  wildernefs-  be  viewed  as 
an  emblem  of  thefe  afflidfions  to  which  the  Surety 
was  expofed  by  the  fins  he  was  charged  with  l  Or 
fhali  we  fay,  it  might  be  a  Faint  intimation,  that  the 
blefling  of .  atonement  fhould  be  extended  to  the  world 
of  Gentile  finners,  which,  in  the  ftyk  of  the  prophet, 

•  is  called  the  wildernefs  of  the  people  ?  Or  rather  the 
meaning  may  be,  that,  as  the  myflic  goat  was  ne\^r 
more  looked  after,  or  heard  of,  (for  probably  it  would 
foon  peri fli,  if  not  by  hunger,  at  leaf!  by  wild  beads  ;) 
fo  Jefus  Chrift,  by  his  atoning  blood,  would  take 

away  the  fin  of  the  world,  and  remove  horn  tnem  all 
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the  iniquities  of  his  ele<5l  people,  as  far  as  the  eaft  is  • 

diftant  from  the  weft.  O  condemning  lasv,  you  fjav.e 

nothing  to  lay  to  their  charge,  for  Chrift  is  dead  1 

therefore  it  is  God  that  juftifieth,  and  their  fins  and 

iniquities  will  he  remember  no  more. 

What  thanks  lhall  be  rendered  to  that  gracious 

Redeemer,  who  was  manifefted  to  rjeftore  that  glory 

to  God  which  he  took  not  away,  And  to  take  away 

that  fin  of  man  which  he  did  not  introduce  ?  Re  it 

» 

fa,  there  are,  alas !  too  many  to  whom  this  ali-im- 
portant  truth  is  of  fmall  account,  (for  fome  deride, 
and  more  defpife  it;)  yet  to  the  weary  foul,  to  the 
confcience  burdened  with  guilt,  it  is  grateful  and  deli¬ 
cious,  as  the  full-flowing  dream  to  the  hunted  hart. 
The  happy  foul  to  whom  the  do&rine  of  atonement 
is  manifefted,  he  hears,  upon  the  matter,  the  voice  of 
the  great  Jehovah  fpeaking  to  him  in  fuch  ravifhing 
accents ;  “  I  have  made  thine  iniquity  to  pafs  from 
thee  or,  in  the  words  of  Nathan  to  the  penitent 
king  David,  “  The  Lord  hath  taken  away  thy  fin  ; 

thou  fhalt  not  die.”a  Who  would  not  be  conftrain- 

*  _ _ 

ed,  by  this  love,  to  put  away  the  evil  of  their  doings 
from  before  his  eyes,  who  hath  put  away  the  guilt  of 
•  them  from  before  his  face  ? 

Draw  near,  all  ye  w'hofe  conferences  are  burdened 
with  the  intolerable  prefture  of  a  thoufand  aggravated 
iniquities  ;  who  are  ready  to  cry,  “  Mine  iniquities 
are  gone  over  my  head,  they  are  a  burden  too  heavy 
to  bear.”b  While  fome,  with  Cain,  go  from  the 
prefence  of  the  Lord,  and  drown  their  difmal  thoughts 
in  the  delights  of  fenfe,  or  elfe  in  the  whirl  ofbufinefs 
—whilft  others  have  no  ground  of  comfort  but  the 
general  and  unatoned  mercy  of  God — whilft  a  third 

fort 
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fort  derive  comfort  to  their  troubled  hearts  from 
their  own  imperfect  righteoiifnefs,  their  tears  of  re¬ 
pentance,  their  for  row  for  what  is  pail,  and  theii 
refolutions  to  do  better  for  the  future  ;  conftfs  you; 
iniquities  over  the  head  of  the  New  Teftament  Scape¬ 
goat  ;  for,  “he  who  thus  conrbiieth  and  forfaketh, 
fliall  fnd  mere-/.”*  Thus  runs  the  gracious  protnift 
of  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael,  <4*By  his  knowledge  fhal. 
rny  righteous  fervant  judify  many  :  for  he  (hall  beai 
their  iniquities.”5  But  he  that  defpifes  this  way  o; 
peace,  (hall  bear  his  own  burden,  whofoever  he  be*. 


#— *  o< 
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H  AVING  feen  the  mydet'y  of  the  lamb  tha 
was  (lain,  and  the  goat  that  was  fent  away,  we  corm 
next  to  the  red  heifer,  whofe  allies  fprirtkling.  th< 
unclean,  did  fan&ify  to  the  purifying  of  the  f e(h 
when  defiled  by  touching  corpfes,  graves,  and  dea< 
men’s  bones;  ana  we  (hall  fee  how  it  hgnified  th< 
fprinkling  of  Ohrid’s  blood  upon  our  fouls,  to  purg< 
our  confidence  from  dead  works,  to  ferve  the  li-viiq 
GocL.  * 

It  was  an  ordinance  which  God  was  pleafed  t< 
enjoin  in  a  very  punctual  manner  :  for,  “  the  Lon 
fpake  unto  Mofes,  and  unto  Aaron,  faying,  Thi 
is  the  ordinance  of  the  law  which  the  Lord  hat) 
commanded.’’0  Indeed,  what  but  the  authority  o 
God  could  have  reconciled  the  minds  of  the  ancien 
church  to  fuch  a  burdenfome  yoke  cl  ceremonies 

Therefore  the  Hebrew  law-giver  takes  fuch  particulu 

can 
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care  to  inculcate  every  where  that  he  delivered  no 
laws  unto  them  which  he  received  not  from  the  Lord. 
No  wonder  that  the  whole  fydem  of  ceremonial  wor- 
fhip  was  purely  founded  on  the  fovereign  pleafure  of 
God,  when  it  was  intended  to  fhadow  forth  that  ado¬ 
rable  plan  of  redemption  which  arifes  from  the  fame 
fource,  and  is  ftyled  in  the  New  Ted  ament,  the  myjlery 
of  his  will.  It  is  this  that  imparts  a  venerable  air  to 
all  thofe  rites,  which,  had  they  been  of  human  in  dilu¬ 
tion  alone,  would  have  merited  contempt  and  ridicule. 
Let  us,  for  one  proof  of  this,  obferve  the  qualities,  the 
fifferings,  and  the  ufe  of  this  heifer.  Thefe  we  dial! 
fee  are  capable  of  being  fairly  applied  to  Jefus  Chrifl, 
who  gave  himfelf  for  us,  that  he  might  purify  us 
unto  himfelf,  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works. 

What  then  were  the  qualities  required  in  this  vic¬ 
tim  ?  It  was  a  heifer.  Perhaps  to  intimate,  that  in 
Chnd  Jefus  there  is  neither  male  nor  female  ;  or  to 
fgmfy,  that  he  would  aifume  our  nature,  not  in  its 
Pronged  date  of  innocence,  but  in  its  enfeebled  date 
of  fin  and  mifery  ;  for  he  was  made  in  the  likenefs  of 
flnful  iledi,  and  compaded  with  infirmity.  It  was  a 
red  heifer.  The  reafon  of  this  (fay  the  Jews)  was 
hid  from  Solomon  himfelf,  but  is  not  perhaps  altoge¬ 
ther  concealed  from  the  meaned  believer,  who  knows 
that  his  Saviour  came  from  Edom,  with  dyed  gar¬ 
ments  from  Bozrah  ;  or  that  he  is  cloathed  with  a  vef- 
ture  dipt  in  blood.  Red  is  a  colour  of  beauty  ;  and 
'he  is  fairer  than  the  children  of  men.  Red  is  a  co¬ 
lour  of  drength  ;  and  he  is  the  One  that  is  mighty. 
Red  is  the  colour  of  guilt ;  and  he  took  the  fcarlet  and 
crimfon-coloured  robes  of  out  imputed  fin,  that  he 
might  clothe  us  with  the  robes  of  his  imputed  righ- 
'teoufnefs,  whiter  than  wool,  purer  than  fnow.  It  was 

a  heifer 
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a  heifer  without  fpot  and  blernifh.  Indeed  this  was 
required  in  every  victim  ;  and  in  Chrid,  the  Holy 
One  of  God,  it  was  fulfilled.  An  unatoned  God  ac¬ 
cepts  nothing  lefs  than  the  mod  abfolute  perfection  ; 
an  unatoned  God  was  he  with  whom  our  Saviour  had 
to  do.  It  is -therefore  eafy  to  fee,  that  any  the  fmall- 
ed  fpot  would  have  entirely  difqualified  him  from  ap¬ 
proaching  unto  God  in  an  acceptable  manner.  It 
was  an  heifer  on  which  never  came  yoke.  As  man, 
he  never  came  under  the  yoke  of  fin  ;  and  as  God, 
he  was  not  under  the  yoke  of  duty,  that  is,  he  was 
not  obliged  to  obey  the  law.  .  If  he  paid  tribute  to 
the  temple,  he  was  not  obliged  to  do  fo.  (For  even 
the  kings  of  the  earth  hold  their  own  children  free 
from  paying  taxes.)  But  led  he  fhould  offend 
them  who  were  ignorant  of  his  true  *  character,  he 
pays  the  tribute,  not  with  money  out  of  his  private 
pocket,  but,  to  drew  that  he  was  Lord  of  all,  with 
money  he  commanded  a  fifn  to  bring  from  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  fea.  If  he  appeared  in  the  form  of  s 
fervant,  it  was  wholly  owing  to  his  voluntary  conde- 
fcenfion.  If  he  expires  in  agonies  on  a  crofs,  it  is 
not  becaufe  his  life  is  violently  taken  away  by^the 
hands  of  linful  men,  but  becaufe  he  laid  it  down  o; 
himfelf.  Therefore  does  his  Father  love  him  ;  there 
fore  is  Lis  obedience  and  death  dri&ly  meritorious 
and  becaufe  he  has  done  more  than  was  his  duty  tc 
do,  he  is  not  an  unprofitable  fervant. 

When  a  heifer  was  found  in  which  thefe  qualities 
did  meet,  what  was  to  be  done  unto  her  ?  Firll  o 
all,  file  is  brought  to  Eleazer  the  pried.  Here  \q 
deed  the  type  is  defective  ;  for  our  High  Pried  anc 
facrifice  are  the  fame.  Next,  die  is  brought  withou 
the  camp.  So  Chrid  differed  without  the  gate.  Sh< 


wa: 


..  ..  . . -  ■  -  ----  .  - 

• 

V  -  C  ■  * 

v  ■  •-  -  * -r  -  -v  -  ,  ■'  * 

*  „ 

* 

•i  "  :  ✓ 

Book  II.j  The  Ordinance  of  the  Red  Heifer..  i8i 

was  killed  before  his  eyes.  So  Ohrid  was  crucified 
and  flam  in  the 'mod  public  manner.  Her  flefh,  and 
4kin,  and  blood,  were  burned  in  lire,  together  with 
her  dung.  So  Chrid  differed  in  the  whole  man  ; 
and  when  he  endured  the  wrath  of  God,  which  is 
often  compared  to  fire/ they  cad  upon  him  the  dung 
of  the  moit  virulent  reproaches.  But  what  lhall  we 
fay  to  the  cedar-wood,  the  fcarlet-cloth,  and  the  hyf- 
fop,  that  were  thrown  alfo  into  the  burning  ?  Perhaps 
it  never  was  intended  by  the  Holy  Ghod,  that  every 
minute  circumftance  in  that  ritual  wordiip  Ihould  have 
a  feparate  meaning  affixed  to  it.  Many  ufages  were, 
doubtlefs,  to  be  pra&ifed  in  the  ancient  difpenfation, 
with  no  other  view  than  to  tedify  their  abfolute  fub- 
miflion  to  the  divine  will.  What  if  we  Ihould  fay, 
that  as  the  cedar-wood,  the  fcarlet,  and  the  hyffop, 
were  the  materials  of  which  they  made  the  fprinkler, 
but  firA  thefe  very  things  mud  be  thrown  into  the 
fire  ;  fo  the  means  and  ordinances  by  which  the 
clean  water  of  Chrid’s  blood  is  fprinkied  on  our 
fouls,  are  themfelves  fird  fan&ified  by  his  fufterings. 
Gr  the  fcarlet  cloth  might  denote  the  guilt  of  fin, 
which  was  the  caufe  of  his  death.  The  hylfop  might 
dignify  the  neceflity  of  its  being  applied  unto  the  con- 
fcience,  or  of  the  Iprinkling  the  blood  of  Jefus  upon 
our  hearts.  And  the  cedar-wood,  which  is  durable 
•  and  fragrant,  might  adumbrate  the  fweet  favour  of 
his  fufferings,  and  the  perpetual  efficacy  of  his  atoning 
blood. 

But  when  the  heifer  was  thus  reduced  to  afhes, 
are  they  differed  to  lie  and  rot  with  the  common 
earth,  or  to*  be  fcattered  by  the  winds  \  No,  they 
were  carefully  to  be  gathered  up  by  a  clean  perfon, 
and  depofited  in  a  clean  place  without  the  camp, 

Q_  where 


i&2  Typical  Things .  [Book  II, 

where  they  are  to  be  kept,  in  order  to  make  with 
them  a  purifying  water  to  fprinkle  the  unclean.  W  ho 
would  have  thought  the  allies  of  a  burned  heifer  wor¬ 
thy  fuch  regard,  had  he  judged  only  by  outward  ap¬ 
pearance  ?  But,  though  feemingly  vile,  they  were 
really  precious  by  the  divine  ordinance.  Even  fo, 
the  death  and  crucifixioa  of  the  dying  Redeemer, 
though  in  appearance  an  event  worthy  of  fmall  re¬ 
gard,  was  in  reality  the  mod  memorable  tran faction 
that  ever  the  fun  beheld.  “  Precious  in  the  fight  of 
the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his  faints  :”a  how  much 
more  the  death  of  his  beloved  Son  ?  His  blood, 
though  trodden  under  foot  by  many,  and  by  many 
edeemed  as  water  fpilt  on  the  ground,  is  notwith- 
danding  the  price  of  our  redemption,  and  infinitely 
more  valuable  than  gold  and  fiver  aad  all  corruptible 
things.  The  clean  place  where  the  afhes  were  de- 
pofited,  was  it  an  emblem  of  the  church,  where  alone 
the  facred  treafure  of  his  blood  is  difpenfed  i  It  was 
without  the  camp.  Perhaps  to  intimate,  that  thofe 
who  were  without  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael, 
fhould  partake  of  the  cleanfing  efficacy  of  Chrid’s 
blood  ;  and  that  God  would  put  no  difference  be¬ 
twixt  them  and  his  ancient  people,  purifying  their 
hearts  by  faith.  Or  diall  we  fay,  that  as  the  precious 
relicks  were  to  be  laid  m  a  clean  place  ;  fo  the  myde- 
ry  of  faith  in  his  blood  can  only  be  held  in  a  pure 
confidence  ?  The  afhes  thus  preferved  were  fit  for  ufe 
on  every  occafion,  as  long  as  they  laded  ;  whereas 
the  blood  of  common  facrifices  foon  congealed,  and 
was  unfit  to  be  fprinkled  when  it  grew  cold.  Was 
not  this  a  fignificant  emblem  of  the  everlading  fitnefs 

of  Chrid's  blood  to  purge  the  guilty  confidence  l 
*  For 
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For  it  is  nq  lefs  capable  of  being  fprinkled  now,  than, 
the  moment  it  was  fhed,  being  always  warm,  always 
new  and  Jiving  blood.  Let  us  confider,  in  a  few 
words,  the  occafion  for  keeping  thefe  purifying  allies, 
the  manner  of  preparing  them,  the  rite  by  which  they 
were  fprinkled,  and  the  danger  of  neglecting  it. 

The  occafion  for  the  alhes,.  was-  the  uncleannefs. 
of  the  Ifraelites,  or  fl rangers  that  fojourned  among 
them,  by  reafon  of  the  neceflafy  and  voluntary,  or  in¬ 
voluntary  and  accidental  touch  of  dead  corpfes,  bones- 
and  graves..  The  touch  of  thefe  defiled  them  Icghlly,^ 
and  debarred  them  from  accefs  to  the  fanChiary  of 
God.  But  our  defilements  now  arife  not  from  dead 
corpfes,  but  from  dead  works,  the  fins  we  daily  com  ¬ 
mit.  “  Wretched  men  that  we  are,  who  {hall  deliv¬ 
er  us  from  this  body  of  death  l”a  Yea,  what  elfe 
are  the  be  ft  duties  we  can  perform  but  dead  works,  if 
God  fhould  enter  into  judgment  ?  Even  thefe  need 
to  be  buried  out  of  our  light,  and  covered  from  the 
view  of  impartial  juftice  with  the  covering  of  Imman¬ 
uel’s  righteoufnefs.  And  till  we  are  purged  from 
fenfe,  we  cannot  ferve  the  living  God. 

The  manner  of  preparing  thefe  holy  afhes,  was  by 
mixing  them  with  running  water  in  a  vefiel.  An 
emblem  of  that  divine  Spirit  which  they  that  believe 
on  Chrift  (hall  infallibly  re'ceive,-  by  whole  invifible, 
but  powerful  operation,  the  blood  of  Chrift  is  made 
effectual  to  purify  our  hearts.  As  the  afhes  were 
mixed  with  the  water  in  this  typical  ordinance,  fo  the 
blood  and  Spirit  of  Chrift  are  undivided  in  their  work¬ 
ing  :  for  they  that  are  juftified  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jefus,  are  wafted  in  the  fame  name  by  the  Spirit 
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of  our  God  ;  and  from  them  whom  he  fprinkles 
with  clean  water,,  he  takes  away  the  hard  and  ftony 
heart. 

The  rite  cf  fprinkling  was  in  this  manner.  On 
the  third,  day,  and  on  the  feventh  day  after  the  pollu¬ 
tion  was  contracted,  a  clean  perfon,  dipping  a  bunch  of 
liyflop  in  the  purifying  liquor,  was  to  fprinkle  the  un-. 
dean.  And  on  the  evening  of  the  feventh  day,  but 
not  before,  he  was  perfectly  cleanfed.  Let  the  clean 
perfon  be  an  emblem  of  the  miniders  of  the  gofpel,, 
who  have  the  precious  treafure  of  Chrifl’s  purifying 
blood  and  Spirit  as  it  were  in  earthen  vefTels.  Thefe 
ought  (at  lead)  to  be  clean  perfons,  and  an  example 
in  purity  to  the  believers  among  whom  they  minider. 
Let  the  bunch  ofhyfTop  repreientthe  ordinances  of  the 
gofpel,  or  faith,  both  which  are  the  applying  means.. 
The  third  day  was  the  time  of  the  firft  fprinkling. 
We  may  here  take  occafion  to  think,  that  on  the  third 
day  Chrid  r.ofe  again  from  the  dead  :  and  here  indeed 
began  our  purging  from  guilt,  for  he  was  raided  for 
our  judification.  On  the  feventh  day,  the  lad  of  a 
weekly  revolution,  the  purification  was  complete  on 
the  evening.  Nor  will  we  be  perfectly  cleanfed  from  the 
inherence  of  moral  dains  till  the  evening  of  death, 
and  the  commencement  of  the  eternal  Sabbath.  Thus 
fhall  he  fprinkle,  not  a  finall  number  of  the  Ifraelites, 
but  many  nations  ;  not  merely  from  the  impurities  of 
the  flefh,  but  from  the  pollutions  of  the  confcience. 
Though  we  are  defiled  not  only  with  fmaller,  tranf- 
grefiions,  but  with  the  mod  deadly  and  abominable  in¬ 
iquities  ;  or,  to  ufe  the  Old  Tedament  phrafes,  though 
we  have  not  only  touched,  but  remained  among  the 
graves,  and  lodged  in  the  monuments,  yet  if  we  come 
to  Jdfus,  the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant,  and  to 
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the  blood  of  fprinkling,  we  fhall  be  clean  through  the 
word  that  he  has  fpoken  unto  us. 

The  danger  of  neglecting  this  ordinance  was  no 
lefs  than  excifion  from  the  congregation  of  the  Lord. 
So  fhall  they  perifh  as  the  vilefl  part  of  the  creation, 
who  fay  they  are  not  polluted,  when  the  judgment  of 
unerring  wifdom  about  all  the  children  of  men,  is, 
“  They  are  altogether  become  filthy  :”a  or  who,  turn¬ 
ing  away  difdainfully  from  the  fountain  opened  for 
fin  and  for  uncleannefs,  think  to  wafh  out  their  fhins 
by  the  nitre  and  foap  of  their  own  endeavours :  for 
“  God  fhall  plunge  them  into  the  ditch,  and  their 
own  clothes  fhall  abhor  them.,?b 

One  other  circumftance  deferves  to  be  noticed 
before  we  leave  this  fubjeCL  The  very  fame  water 
that  fan&ified  the  uncleau,  defiled  the  man  who  touch¬ 
ed  or  fprinkled  it,  though  he  was  clean  before.  Per¬ 
haps  this  might  denote  the  imperfection  of  thefe  fhad- 
ows,  which  never  could  make  them  perfe<5t  by  whom 
they  were  ufed  ;  or  it  might  intimate,  that  the  virtue 
of  divine  inflitutions  depends  not  on  the  perfon  that 
ministers  about  them.  Or  fliall  we  fay,  that  faith  in 
ChrifPs  blood,  like  this  confecrnted  water,  defiles  them 
that  are  clean,  by  difeovering  more  of  their  natural 
pollution  ;  and  cleanfes  -then*  that  are  defiled,  by 
fprinkling  their  hearts  from  an  evil  confcience  ?  But 
it  is  certain,  the  effects  of  this  water  were  not  more 
contrary,  than  thefe  of  Chrid  himfelf,  as  preached  in 
the  gofpel ;  who  is  to  fome  the  favour  of  life,  and  to¬ 
others  the  favour  of  death.. 

XI L  The 
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XII.  The  Ordinance  of  the  Year  of  Jubilee. 

The  inflitution  of  the  jubilee  was  rone  of  the  lead 
remarkable  regulations  in  the  commonwealth  of  Jfrael, 
and  deferves  our  fpecial  attention.  Befides  the  red 
which  the  land  enjoyed  every  feventh,  it  was  ordain¬ 
ed  to  red  alfo  every  fiftieth  year.  The  hufbandmen 
was  forbid  to  fubdue  his  field  with  the  plough,  or  to  . 
fcatter  his  feed  in  the  furrows.  What  the  earth  fpon- 
taneoufly  produced,  whether  corn  or  vines,  might  be 
indifferently  ufed  by  all,  and  tvas  the  fpecial  property 
of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  land.  The  God  who 
"commanded  this,  was  fully  able  to  compenfate  the 
want  of  harved  and  vintage,  by  crowning  the  year 
preceding  with  uncommon  plenty.  But  befides  the 
intermiflion  of  fervile  labour  in  this  extraordinary  year, 
k  was  the  will  of  God,  that,  by  its  welcome  approach, 
the  poor  Ifraelite  fhould  reap  great  advantages,  and 
enjoy  very  valuable  immunities.  The  infolvent  debt¬ 
or  was  delivered  from  his  creditor.  The  hired  fer- 
vant  regained  his  former  liberty,  and  inheritances 
reverted  to  the  families  to  which  they  originally  be¬ 
longed.  The  joyful  found  of  trumpets  announced} 
the  commencement  of  this  year  of  l&ertj" ;  and  they 
were  blown  on  the  day  of  atonement,  when  they 
were  fading  for  their  fins,  and  affiiiding  their  fouls. 
'"This  was  the  fad  which  the  Lord  did  choofe  to  undo 
heavy  burdens,  and  let  the  opprefied’  go  free.  In 
fhort,  it  was  a  time  cf  the  redituticn  of  all  things  in 
the  commonwealth,  and  a  remedy  againd  the  caprice 
cf  fortune,  or  rather  the  inequalities  which  fovereigrv 
Providence  introduces  among  men  as  to  their  outward 
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Several  things  might  be  fuggefled,  to  evince  the 
propriety  of  this  regulation,  viewed  in  a*civil  as  well 
as  a  religious  light.  It  was  admirably  well  calcula¬ 
ted  to  promote  brotherly  love  ;  to  prevent  the  ruin  of 
families,  whether  by  avarice  or  prodigality ;  to  pre~ 
ferve  the  didin6tion  of  tribes,  till  Meflias  diould  come  ; 
and  to  imprefs  upon  their  hearts  a  fenfe  of  their  abfo- 
lute  dependence  upon  God,  as  their  great  landlord, 
whofe  property  the  land  was,  and  with  whom  they 
were  Grangers  and  fojourners  :  therefore  it  was  to  be 
fold  only  for  a  time,  and  not  for  ever. 

But  let  us  .raife  our  thoughts  dill  higher  to  the  year  r 
of  grace  and  day  of  falvation,,  wherein  far  greater  im¬ 
munities  are  proclaimed  to  the  human  race,  than  were 
announced  to  the  Ifraeiites  by  the  trumpet  of  the  jubi¬ 
lee.  Deteding  the  impious  imitation  of  this  faered 
ordinance  in  the  pretended  jubilee  of  Rome,  let  us 
take  occafion  to  meditate  on  that  happy  feafon,  which, 
in  alludon  to  this  very  thing,  ia  dyled  by  the  prophet, 
the  year  of  God's  redeemed ,  an  d‘ the  acceptable  year  of  the 
Lord.  Joyful  was  the  found  of  liberty  to  the  poor 
ifraelite  who  was  drowned  in  debt,  for  whichke  was 
obliged  to  part  with  his  beloved  freedom,  and  to  fell 
the  inheritance  of  hisfathers.  But  more  joyful  is  the 
found  of  liberty  to  the  wretchgd  firmer,  who  is  deep 
in.  arrears  to  the  divine  judice,  a  miierable  captive  of 
fm  and.  wrath,  and  utterly  deprived  of  all  inheritance 
in  the  heavenly  kingdom,  Q  “  blcded  are  the  people 
that  know'  this  joyful  found;  they  diall  walk,  O  Lord, 
in  the  brightnefs  of  thy  countenance.  In  thy  name'' 
diall  they  rejoice  all  the  day  ;  and  in  thy  righteouf- 
nefs  fiiali  they  be  exalted,”*  But  a  more  particular  , 
attention  to  what  Mofes  informs  us  about  this  grand 
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feftival  will  difcover  unto  us  the  refemblance  betwixt- 
the  trumpet  of  the  jubilee,  and.  the  trumpet  of  the 
gofpel,  whofe  found,  far  from  being  confined  to  Judea 
alone,  is  gone  through  all  the  earth  ;  of  which  tho 
prophet  Efaias,  rapt  into  future  times,  utters  that 
glorious  prophecy,  which  has  received  its  accomplish¬ 
ment  in  the  days  of  the  MeiTiah  :  “  And  it  Shall  come 
to  pafs,  that  the  great  trumpet  fhall  be  blown,  and 
they  fhall  come  which  were  ready  to  perilh  in  the 
land  of  Affyria,  and  the  outcafls  in  the  land  of  Egypt*, 
and  fhall  worfhip  the  Lord  m  the  holy  mount  at  Je- 
rufalem.’ia 

The  time  when  this  glad  Signal  was  given  by  the' 
folemn  found  of  trumpets,  was  the  tenth  day  of  the 
feventh  month,  or  the  day  of  atonement  ;  a  day 
wherein  the  future  expiation  of  the  Mefliah  was  clear¬ 
ly  exhibited,  in  the  goat  that  was  (lain,  and  in  the* 
goat  that  was  lent  away,  and  in  other  ceremonies 
truly  Significant  and  expreflive.  A  circumflance  this 
greatly  to  be  obferved  Who  fees  not  here,  that  our 
jubilee  begins  in  the  atonement  of  Jefus  Chriif,  as 
theirs  began  in  the  day  in  which  it  was  prefigured  \ 
The  trumpet  that  was  not  founded'  on  this  day  was 
fbme  other  than  the  jubilee  trumpet ;  and  the  fermon 
that  is  not  built  on  the  doctrine  of  atonement  is  fome- 
thing  different  from  the  gofpel.  O  Jefus,  were  it  not 
for  thy  bloody  death,  thy  glorious  refurreclion,  and 
Bill  more  glorious  afcenfion,  our  ears  had  never  heard 
the  gofpel  trumpet’s  joyful  found,  nor  of  the  giBs 
which  thou  received  for  men,  far  furpalling  the  gifts' 
and  immunities  of  this  gladfome  year ! 

The  interminion  of  toil  and  labour,  in  this  Sabbat¬ 
ical  year,  wherein  the  land  was  not  tilled,  and  the 
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common  property'  which  every  one  had  in  the  fponta— 
'neons  productions  of  the  earth,  may  be  confidered  as 
an  emblem  of  that  blefted  reft  which  is  proclaimed  in 
the  gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift,  from  the  works  of  the  law 
and  of  the  fidh,  and  from  anxious  marking  cares  about 
the  good  things  of  this  prefent  life.  1  He  that  feeds 
the  ravens  without  their  labour,  and  cloaths  the  lilies 
without  their  toil,  will  certainly1' withhold  no  necef- 
fary  things  from  the  objects  of  his  choice  regard.. 
The  joyful  found  forbids  you  to  afk  with  painful-anx¬ 
iety,  “  What  fhall  we  eat  ?  what  fhall  we  driqk  ?  and 
wherewith  f  1  we  be  cloathed  ?”a  Leave  him  who. 
knows  your  wants  to  anfwer  thefe  perplexing  queftions.. 
“  Be  careful  for  nothing,”5  is  a  cheerful  note  lent, 
from  the  .gofpel  trumpet..  Hear  it,  ye  happy  people, 
who  know  the  joyful  found,  and  turn  your  timorous 
cares  into  believing  confidence  ! 

The  cancelling  of  debts  at  this  happy  feafon,  may 
well  be  viewed  as  an  emblem  of  the  forgivenefs  of' 
fin,  or  that  dreadful,  debt  of  punifhment,  which  all 
the  human  race  owe  to  eternal  juftice,  the  mold  inex¬ 
orable  of  all  creditors.  This  debt  we  are  born  under, 
and  are  every  day  contracting  nlore.  It  is  marked 
every  farthing  in  the  book  of  God’s  remembrance, 
and  the  time  of  final  reckoning  is  bailing  apace.  Mif- 
erable  they  whom  that  awful  day  fhall  find  without 
a  Surety.  How  can  we  difcharge  it,  who  are  not 
able  fo  much  as  to  number  it?  But  thefe  are  live 
charming  accents  of  the  gofpel  jubilee,  “  I,  even  lam 
he  that  blotteth  out  your  iniquities  for  mine  own  fake* 
and  will  not  remember  your  fins.”c  Difmifs  your 
fears,  ye  poor*  infolvent  debtors ;  for  there  is  forgive¬ 
nefs 
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Re&  with  your  great  Creditor,  and  for  the  fake  of  his 
dear  Son,  he  will  not  enter  into  judgment  with  you; 

The  releafeof  fe^ants,  and  delivering  from  bondage- 
is  another  joyful  found  of  the  acceptable  year  of'  the 
Lord ;  a  privilege  fo  much  more  glorious  than  the  liber¬ 
ty  of  the  Ifraehtes,  as  the  flavery  from  which  we  are 
redeemed  is  more  miferable  than  the  fervice  to  whicr 
they  bound  themfelves.  The  gofpel  is  a  joyful  founc 
of  liberty  from  the  bondage  of  God’s  wrath,  whid 
we  are  taught  to  dread  no  more  with  feryile  fear,  bu 
with  a  filial  reverence  — from  the  bondage  of  Satan’: 
tyranny,  that  we  may  no  more  be  le  i>  aptive  at  ths 
will  and  pleasure  of  that  wicked  fpint; — from  th< 
fear  of  death,  which  has  fubje&ed  many  to  bondag< 
all  the  days  of  their  life.  It  is  a  found  of  fretfdon 
from  the  law,  not  indeed  as  it  is  a  rule  of  life,  (fo 
the  obligations  to  all  forts  of  religious  and  civil  dutie 
is  ftrongly  corroborated  by  the  gofpel)-  but  as  it  is 
covenant  of  works.  .  A  fevere  and  rigorous  maker 
indeed  ;  which  accepts  no  work,  if  it  is  not  abfglute 
hf  perfed  j  which  never  re- admits  into  favour,  thof 
who,  in  the  (mailed:  indance,  have  incurred  its  diJ 
pleafure,  though  they  lhpuld  be  never  fo  felicitous  t 
do  all  in  their  power  to  pleafe  it.  Eternal  death  i 
the  fmailed  punifhment  it  will  be  fatisfied  to  infli<51 
and  obedience  abfolutely  perfect  the  only  conditio 
of  acceptance.  They  who  are  under  the  dominion  c 
this  rigid-  lord,  (and  fuch  are  all  the  race  of  Adar 
before  the  gofpel  comes,)  can  never  hope  to  attai 
everlading  life,  or  efcape  everlading  death  ;  for  on 
fin,  though  ever  fo  fmall,  will  do  them-  more  harrr 
than  all  their  duties,  how  many  foever,  can  do  ther 
good.  But  we  mud  not  forget  to  mention  how  th 
gofpel  is  a  joyful  found  of  liberty  and  freedom  fror 
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the  domineering  power  of  fin,  and  the  luds  of  our 
hearts,  which  though  divers,  and  often  contrary,  de¬ 
mand  full  homage,  ^and  perfeft  gratification.  Betwixt 
the  bondage  of  the  law,  and  the  bondage  of  fin,  there 
is  a  mod  indiffoluble  relation,  though  one  would  not 
think  fo  at  firft  view.  But  the  great  apodle  exprefs- 
iy  affirms,  that  “  the  flrength  of  iin  is  the  law  ;”a  and 
makes  our  not  being  under  the  law,  but  under  grace, 
a  reafon  why  fin  fhouid  not  have  the  dominion  over 
us.b  Be  it  fo,  that  ferving  divers  lulls  and  pleafures 
is  not  efleemed  by  many  as  an  intolerable  thraldom ; 
but,  on  the  contrary*  they  think  it  a  date  of  liberty 
to  be  the  fervants  of  corruption.  They  are  not  the 
only  madmen  who  glory  in  their  chains,  midaking 
them  for  regal  ornaments.  A  mod  unquedionable 
judge  of  human  nature  has  taught  us,  that  “  lie  who 
commits  fin,  is  the  fervant  of  find’0  A  faint  of  the 
iirb  magnitude  affirms,  that  to  feek  God’s  precepts, 
is  to  walk  at  liberty.d  And  who  has  not  heard  the 
difmal  groans  of  the  blefled  apodle,  which  the  body 
of  fin  and  death  extorted  from  the  bottom  of  his 
heart  ?e  O  fin,  what  an  imperious  lord  art  thou! 
and  thy  fervice  of  all  others  the  mod  ignominious, 
the  mod  laborious,  and  the  mod  unprofitable ;  for 
u  the  wages  of  fin  is  death. But  the  gofpel  trumpet 
fays  to  the  prifoners,  “  Go  forth ;  and  to  them  in  dark- 
'■aefs,  Shew  yourfelves  :”g  and  when  they  know  the 
•truth,  the  truth  (hall  make  them  free. 

The  revet  fion  of  inheritances  is  the  lad  thing 
we  fliall  notice.  We  lofl  our  inheritance  by  the  fird 
amoral  tranfgrefEon,  and  we  are  every  day  refignin'g 
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more  and  more  our  claim  to  the  divine  favour,  for 
’the  tranfitcry  pleafures  of  fin.  We  have  fold  for 
nogght  the  invaluable  treasures  of  eternity,  and  are 
by  no  means  able  to  redeem  what  we  have  fo  foolifii- 
3y  foregone.  But  thefe  are  the  glad  tidings  of  the 
everlafting  gofpel.  In  Jefus  phrid,  O  ye  children 
•  of  men,  you  may  obtain  an  inheritance  infinitely  more 
valuable  than  what  returned  to  an  Ifradite  at  the 
year  of  liberty  ;  an  inheritance  of  exceeding  glorious 
riches,  incorruptible,  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not 
away,  referved  in  heaven  for  you.  The  blood  of 
Chrifbis  the  price  that  bought  it  ;  the  Spirit  is  the 
earned  that  fecures  it.  And  when  the  Redeemer 
comes  again,  they  lhall  perfectly  enjoy  the  purcbafed 
pofieffion  ;  for  ‘‘the  Lord  knows  the  days  of  the 
-righteous,  and  their  inheritance  endureth  for  ever.”3 

Happy  they  who  hear  by  faith  the  trumpet  of  the 
gofpel  jubilee,  in  this  accepted  time  ;  who  look  into 
the  perfect  law  of  liberty^,  and  continue  therein  !  In 
the  decifive  hour  of  judgment,  the  trump  of  God  it* 
felf  Avail  nor  affright ;  and  even  in  this  prefent  date, 
they  (hall  be  brought  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the 
fons  of  God  ;  they  fhall  lead  them  captive  whofe  cap¬ 
tives  they  were,  and  rule  over  their  oppreffors. 


XIII.  The  Law  of  the  Leper. 


The 


law  of  the  leper,  which  is  delivered  by  the 
Hebrew  lawgiver  with  confiderable  prolixity,  is  in¬ 
deed  a  portion  of  facred  writ  we  are  apt  to  fkim  ovei 
with  a  heedlefs  glance,  fuppofing  that  very  little  in* 
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flruction  can  be  derived  from  fuch  antiquated  ufages, 
as  were  to  be  obferved  about  the  difcovery,  the  repa¬ 
ration,  and  the  cleanfing  of  the  infe<5ted  Ifraelite. 
One  is  apt  to  wonder  at  the  didemper  itfelf,  which 
infe<ded  not  only  the  bodies  of  men,  but  their  gar¬ 
ments  and  houfes  ;  and  to  be  no  lefs  furprifed,  that 
the  heavenly  Majefty  fhould  condefcend  to  give  fuch 
minute  directions  about  the  fymptoms  of  the  ieprofy, 
and  the  manner  of  its  cleaning.  But  when  we  con¬ 
fer  that  every  thing  almod  ahout  the  typical  nation 
was  figurative,  their  difeafes  not  excepted,  perhaps  we 
may  ceafe  to  wonder,  and  willingly  acknowledge,  that 
here,  as  in  other  ancient  rites,  the  body  is  of  Chrid. 

It  was  a  cutaneous  diflemper,  well  known  to  the 
Jews,  and,  as  they  fay,  to  other  nations  in  thole  parts 
of  the  world.  Though  in  itfelf  it  was  only  a  natural 
evil,  it  wras,  however,  inflicted  oftentimes  by  the  im¬ 
mediate  hand  of  the  Lord  as  the  puniihment  of  'fin, 
as  in  the  cafe  of  Miriam,  Gehazi,  and  king-  Uzziah. 
That  it  was  always  an  indication  of  any  flagrant  guilt, 
we  will  not  prefume  to  fay.  But  the  unhappy  .patient, 
who  was  feized  with  that  hateful* malady,  was,  by 
the  divine  law,  excluded  from  the  cheerful  fcciety  -of 
Tneo,  and  from  accefs  to  the  tabernacle  of  God,  till  it 
fhould  pleafe  God  to  recover  him,  or  at  leafl  till  the 
fymptoms  of  recovery  were  perceived  by  the  pried  by 
whom  the  fentence  was  pronounced.  But  let  us  .take 
a  more  exaT  view,  both  of  the  difeaie,  and  the  manner 
of  its  purgation. 

Was  the  Almighty  difpleafed  with  the  leprofy  ? 
was  his  indignation  againd  the  poor  leper  ?  Nay,  he 
defpifes  no  man  for  the  afHiidion  of  his  Tody,  how¬ 
ever  loathfome.  A  Lazarus  covered  with  fores,  and 
a  Job  with  biles,  ar^thc  objects  of  his  fpecial  love  ; 
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while  the  mofl  wealthy  Tinner  that  wears  the  fined 
purple,  is  a  vile  perfon  in  his  eyes.  Sin  is  that  loath- 
Tome  difeafe,  and  the  Tinner  that  abominable  leper, 
here  deTcribed.  “  Behold,  I  am  vile,  I  am  a  man  of 
unclean  lips,  I  abhor  myfelf,”a  is  the  language  of  the 
convinced  foul.  An  infant  wallowing  in  the  blood 
of  its  nativity,  and  a  Tow  wallowing  in  the  mire  ;  a 
dog  returning  to  its  vomit,  and  a  fepulchre  exhaling 
the  Bench  of  a  putrifying  carcafs,  are  not  greater  nui- 
fances  to  the  fenfe,  than  the  foul  that  lies  in  Tin,  to 
the  pure  eyes  of  God.  Sin  is  that  abhorred  leprofy 
which  Tpreads  its  dire  contagion  far  and  wide,  infus¬ 
ing  all  the  duties  which  the  Tinner  can  perform,  and 
all  the  comforts  that  he  taffes  ;  for  “  to  him  that  is 
defied  and  unbelieving,  is  nothing  pure.”b  Beware 
how  you  approach  the  Tociety  of  the  wicked,  a  thou¬ 
sand  times  more  infedious  than  the  company  of  the 
filthieff  leper.  O  my  foul,  be  not  united  to  their  af- 
fembly  that  are  the  workers  of  iniquity,  if  thou  wouldif 
keep  the  commandment  of  thy  God  !  He  that  was 
infected  with  the  typical  leprofy,  was  not  only  in  dan- 
ger  of  defiling  thole  with  whom  he  converfed,.  but  the 
very  garments  he  wore,  and  the  houfe  in  which  he 
dwelt.  But  Tin  has  fubje&ed  all  creatures  to  the  bom 
dage  of  corruption.  Therefore  it  is  revealed,  “  the 
elements  fhall  melt  with  fervent  heat,  and  all  theft 
things  fhall  be  diffolved  ;”c  as  the  infefted  garmenl 
was  burned  with  fire,  and  the  infected  houfe  demof 
ifhed  from  its  very  foundation.  The  leper  under  the 
law  was  excluded  from  the  Tociety  of  men  ;  and,  whe* 
the  diftemper  came  to  a  great  height,  or  infefted  th< 

head,  he  was  to  ufe  the  fi gnals  of  deepeft  mourning 
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his  cl  oaths  were  to  be  rent,  his  head  bare,  and  a  cover¬ 
ing  upon  his  upper  lip,  and  as  he  went  he  was  to  cry, 
Unclean  !  unclean  l  But  the  ieprofy  of  fin  excludes 
the  miferable  foul  from  all  intercourfe  with  God,  com¬ 
munion  with  angels,  fellowfhip  with  Jelus,  fociety  with 
the  fpirits  of  juft  men,  and  accefs  to  the  heavenly  Je- 
rufalem,  where  nothing  that  is  defiled  can  enter.  O 
difmal  folitude  1  O  terrible  feparation  !  With  what 
tears  fhali  it  be  deplored  !  What  tokens  of  mourning 
are  deep  enough  to  exprefs  the  melancholy  ftate^ ! 
i\.nd,  alas  !  we  fpeak  not  of  a  malady  that  is  raieiy 
to  be  found.  It  is  hereditary  to  all  the  fons  of  Adam, 
without  exception  ;  for  “  they  are  altogether  become 
filthy  ;  there  is  none  that  doth  good,  no  not  one.a 
How  can  he  be  clean  that  is  born  of  a  woman. 

No  wonder  the  prieft  was  enjoined  to  proceed  with 
extraordinary  caution,  in  infpe&ing  the  fymptoms  of 
this  hateful  diftemper,  when  fo  much  depended  upon 
•the  fentence  he  fhould  pronounce.  A  perfon  was 
not  to-  be  pronounced  unclean  on  a  fudden,  nor  upon 
every  flighty  fymptom  of  leprofy  that  might  have  ap¬ 
peared  in  his  flefh  ;  for  the  fufpe&ed  liraelite  was 
to  be  fhut  up  feven  days,  and  on  the  feventh  day  to 
be  judged  according  as  the  fymptoms  were  favoura¬ 
ble  or  malignant.  This  furely  was  defigned  to  in¬ 
culcate  the  extraordinary  caution  wherewith  the  of¬ 
fice-bearers  in  the  church,  as  well  as  others,  ought 
to  try  the  fpirits,  and  feparate  the  precious  from  the 
vile  ;  and  that  no  man’s  ftate  fhould  be  deemed  bad, 
unlefs  there  are  moft  evident  tokens  of  fin  having  the 
dominion  over  him.  Every  man  who  had  in  his  fkin 
a  fpot,  freckle,  or  blifter,  was  not  to  be  judged  a  le  * 
per.  Nor  muft  we  fay  of  every  fin  of  infirmity,  “  It 
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is  not  the  fpot  of  his  children  for  in  many  things 
\ve  offend  all.”u  Again,  a  man  whofe  hair  fell  off  his 
head  or  forehead,  through  the  decay  of  nature,  or 
otherwife,  though  he  was  bald,  yet  he  was  not  a  le¬ 
per.  Nor  are  they  all  in  a  date  of  fin,  the  vigour  of 
whcfe  fpiritual  life  is  much  abated,  and  who,  alas  f 
have  left  their  firfb  love.  Yea,  though  an  lfraelite 
was  actually  feized  with  a  leprofy,  if  there  were  to¬ 
kens  that  it  was  not  gaining  upon  nature,  but  that  na¬ 
ture  was  expelling  it,  as  fuppofe  the  plague  was  not 
in  fight  deeper  than  the  fkin,  or  if  it  fpread  not  in 
the  fkin,  or  if  the  plague  was  fomewhat  dark,  and 
there  were  black  hairs  in  the  rifing,  or  if  it  covered 
all  the  fkin  from  head  to  foot  wherefoever  the  pried 
looked  ;  in  any  of  the  cafes,  he  was  not  pronounced, 
unclean:  for  thefe  were  favourable  fymptoms  that 
the  diflemper  had  not  infected  the  vitals  ;  that  the 
whole  mafs  of  blood  was  not  corrupted  ;  and  that  na¬ 
ture  was  dill  ftrong,  and  working  out  the  contagion. 
2nto  more  mud  we  conclude,  that  they  are  all  in  a  bad 
date,  who  may  take  up  the  pitiful  complaint  of  Da¬ 
vid,  “My  loins  are  filled  with  a Joathfome  difeafe,, 
and  there  is  no  foundnefs  in  my  fkfh/'b  The  leper, 
whofe  plague  is  not  in  fight  deeper  than  the  fkin,  is 
he  whofe  life  may  indeed  be  dained  with  fome  ex¬ 
ternal  blennfhes ;  but  he  fins  not  with  all  his  heart, 
which  is  dill  found  in  God’s  datutes.  The  leper, 
whofe  plague  fpreads  not  in  the  fkin,  but  was  at  a 
day,  is  he  who  emerges  from  his  fall,  like  David  or 
Peter,  by  a  fpeedy  repentance.  Their  fin  was  hut  a 
dab  :  they  wafhed  their  cloaths  in  the  blood  of  Chrid, 
and  were  clean. 
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The  leper*  whole  plague  was  fomewhat  dark,  and 
the  hairs  not  turned  white,  (a  lure  fign  of  the  ftrength 
of  nature)  is  he  who  has  a  principle  of  hfe  and 
flrength  within  him,  that  never  can  be  iubdued  by 
the  frrongeft  efforts  of  fin,  but  (hall  prevail  at  the  lalt. 
The  leper,  who  was  all  turned  white  in  every  part, 
from  head  to  foot,  (a  fign  that  the  diftemper  was  ex¬ 
pelled  from  the  vitals  to  the  external  parts,  and  that 
the  cure  was  as  good  as  wrought)  is  he  who  has  ob¬ 
tained  an  evangelical  convi&ion  of  his  natural  pollu¬ 
tion  in  heart  and  life,  that  “  he  is  altogether  become* 
filthy  f  and  that  in  him,  that  is,  in  his  flefh,  there 
dwells  no  good  thing,’’ b 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  bad  fymptoms  were 
'fiuch  as  thefe  ;  if  the  hair  in  the  plague  was  turned 
white  ;  if  the  plague  wa3  in  fight  deeper  than  the  fkin 
of  his  flefh  ;  if  there  was  quick  raw  flefh  in  the 
rifing  ;  and  if  it  fpread  itfelf  further  and  further  in 
the  {kin.  And  the  word  of  all  kinds  was  the  leprofy 
in  the  head  :  “  The  prieft  fhall  pronounce  him  ut¬ 
terly  unclean  ;  his  plague  is  in  his  head.”0'  He  that? 
had  white  and  yellow  hair  in  the  fore  of  his  leprofy, 
is  the  finner  who  has  naffrength  to  oppofe-any  temp¬ 
tation,  and  can  make  no  refinance  at  all  to  the  luffs 
of  his  own  heart ;  for  white  hairs  are  figns  of  the  de¬ 
bility  of  nature,  and  that  death  is  faff  approaching. 
“  Gray  hairs,”  faith  the  prophet  flofea,  44  are  here 
and  there  upon  him,  yet  he  knoweth  it  not.”d  And 
faith  the  Lord  God,  in  Ezekiel,  “  How  weak  is 
thine  heart,  feeing  thou  doft  all  thefe  things. ”e 

He  whofe  leprofy  was  in  fight  deeper  than  the 
fkin,  is  an  emblem  of  the  finner  who  works  wicked- 
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nefs  with  fall  eonfent,  and  from  the  very  bottom  of 
liis  foul,  whole  tranfgrdTion  proclaims,  that  his  heart 
is  not  right  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  to  whom  the 
words  of  the  prophet  may  be  addrefled,  “This  thy 
wickednefs  is  bitter ;  it  reacheth  unto  thine  heart.”* 
He  that  bad  quick  raw  fle.fli  in  the  rifing  of  his  plague, 
may  perhaps  denote  the  finner  who  cannot  endure  to 
be  touched  or  reprimanded  for  his  fault,  though  in 
the  gentled  manner.  This  is  a  dangerous  fymptom 
indeed!  David,  this  was  not  thy  fpot :  “  Let  the 
righteous  fmite  me,  it  fhall  be  a  kindnefs ;  let  him  re¬ 
prove  me,  it  fhall  be  an  excellent  oil,  which  fhall  not 
break  my  head.”b  He  whofe  plague  did  fpread  in 
the  fkin,  is  the  finner  who  waxes  worfe  and  worfe, 
and  increafes  unto  more  ungodlinefs.  And,  Jadiy, 
the  man,  whofe  plague  was  in  his  head,  is  the  finner, 
the  faults  of  whofe  life  proceed  from  the  errors  of 
his  mind  ;  whofe  underdanding  is  debauched  by  his 
will,  and  he  is  arrived  at  fuch'a  pitch  of  wickednefs, 
as  to  vindicate**  himfelf  in  the  gratification  of  his  lulls, 
and  even  to  glory  in  his  fhame.  He  is  utterly  un¬ 
clean,  and  hardly,  very  hardly,  {hall  his  cure  be  ever 
effected.  But  the  rites  of  cleaning  demand  our  next 
attention. 

When  it  pleafed  God,  who  fent  this  doleful  plague,, 
to  remove  it  again,  the  leper  was  fetched  to  the  pried,, 
or  rather  the  pried  unto  the  leper ;  and  when,  upon 
a  narrow  ferutiny,  it  appeared  the  cure  was  really 
wrought,  he  was  pronounced  clean  ;  but  not  without 
praftifing  various  purging  ceremonies  on  the  fird,  the 
ieventh,  ai)d  the*  eighth  day.  Jefus  Chrid  is  that 
pried  to  whom  the  leprous  foul  is  brought,  or  rather 
who  hath  condefcended  to  come  to  us,  who  could 
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lot  go  to  him,  becaufe  we  were  polluted  in  our  blood 
without  the  camp,  aliens  from  the  commonwealth  of 
Ifrael.  He  is  come,  not  merely  to  cleanfe  them* 
who  are  already  healed,  like  the-  legal  pried,  but  tcs 
beat  them  who,  without  his  helping  hand,  were  ab- 
folutely  incurable.  The  Ifraelite*  who  was  brought 
for  cleanfing  to  the  pried,  was  himfelf  to  provide  the 
necefTary  oblations,  not  without  fome  cod  and  toil. 
But  the*  High  Pried  of  good  things  to  come,  demands 
no  fuch  conditions  from  tbofe  who  come  for  healing 
to  their  fouls :  himfelf  1ms  laid  out  the  neceffary. 
charges,  and  has,  by  the  one  offering  of  himfelf  for 
us,  forever  perfedled  all  them  who  are  fan&ified. 
But  let  us  more  narrowly  attend  to  the  ceremonies 
of  cleanfing,  in  the  order  wherein  they  were,  per¬ 
formed. 

On  the  fird  day  of  the  leper’s  appearance  before 
the  pried,  the  pried  was  to  take  for  him  two  birds 
alive  and  clean,  and  cedar  wood,  and  fcarlet,  and  hyf- 
fop,  to  make  with  them  a  fprinkling  indrument.  An 
earthen  veil'd  was  filled  with  running  water,  over 
which  ope  of  the  birds  was  to  be  killed,  and  the  eth¬ 
er  bird,  together  with  the  fprinkling  indrument,  being- 
dipt  in  the  bloody  water,  the  leper  was  to  be  fprink» 
led  with  it  feven  times,  and  the  bird  let  loofe  into/ 
the  open  field.  And  the  leper,  though  pronounced 
clean  by  the  pried,  was  notwithdanding  to  cleanfe 
himfelf  dill  more,  by  waihing  his  cloaths,  {having 
his  hair,  and  bathing  his  whole  body.  And  after 
that,  he  was  permitted  to  come  into  the  camp  ;  but 
he  was  to  tarry  abroad  out  of  his  tent  feven  days. 
Sonj£  have  thought,  and  perhaps  not  without  fome 
reafon,  that  the  materials  which  were  to  be  procured 
on  this  occasion,  might  be  exprefEve  of  that  whole- 
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fome  date  on  which  the  leper  was  now  to  enter. 
Before,  he  was  in  a  manner  dead,  but  now  redored 
to  iiie,  which  might-  be  fignified  by  the  living  birds. 
Before,  he  was  putrefying,  and  in  a  hate  of  corruption, 
but  now  vigorous  and  robud,  fignified  by  the  cedar.  * 
Before,  he  was  pale  and  wan,  but  now  of  a  lively 
brifk  complexion,  fignified  by  the  fcarlet.  Before,  he 
was  naufeous  to.  the  fmell,  but  now  cured  of  his  ill 
fcent,  fignified  by  the  hyffop.  But  what  hinders  us* 
to  think  of  hill  greater  myderies,  and  to  lift  our 
thoughts  to  the  purging  of  our  fins  by  our  great  High 
Prieft  ?  The  two  birds  alive  and  clean,  may  denote 
the  two  natures  of  Jefus  Chrid.  The  human  nature 
was  put  to  death,  but  the  divine  nature  was  incapable 
of  differing.  By  the  human  nature  he  died  for  our 
offences,  and  by  the  divine  nature  he  rofe  again  for 
our  judification.  The  fprinkling  indrument  of  cedar, 
fcarlet,  and  hylTop,  may  fignify  the  ordinances  of  the 
g'ofpel,  by  which  the  bleffings  of  Chrid’s  death  are 
communicated.  The  running  water  is  the  Spirit  of 
Chrid,  who  is  always  imparted  to  the  heart,  when 
the  blood  is  fprinkled  on  the  confcience.  The  earth¬ 
en  veffel  is  an  emblem  of  the  miniders  of  Chrid, 
who,  though  frail  and  brittle  creatures,  •  and  defpica- 
ble  in  the  eye  of  the  world,  and  fome,  but  of  fmall 
capacity  and  fize,  are  entruded  with  this  invaluable 
treafure  of  gofpef  grace,  to  be  difpenfed  unto  others. 
And,  whereas  the  pried  was  to  kill  one  of  the  birds, 
this  intimates,  that  “  without  fnedding  of  blood  is  no 
re  million. ,,a  He  was  to  dip  the  living  bird  in  the 
blood  of  the  dead  one  ;  this  imports,  that  the  blood 
of  Chrid’s  humanity  is,  by  the  hypodatical  union,  the 
blood  of  his  divinity,  or  the  blood  of  God,  which  is 
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the  very  thing  that  renders  it  the  blood  of  atonements 
The' fprinkling  inftrument  of  cedui,  feat  let,  and  h\l- 
fop,  was  to  be  dipt  in  the  fame  blood  :  for  all  the  or¬ 
dinances,  and  all  the  means  of,  falvation,  are  fa  notified 
by  the  blood  of  Chrifl  alone..  In  this  blood,  if  we 
may  be  allowed  the  expreflion,  mud  minifters  dip  their 
fermons,  if  they  would  be  profitable  to  men  ;  a.nd  in 
this  blood  mud  Chriftians  dip  their  good  works,  if 
they  expert  them  to  be  acceptable  unto  Ood.  Phe 
fprinkling  the  leper  (even  times,.  fignihes  that  perfed 
deannefs  wrhich  is,  by  the  blood  of  fprinkling,  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  confidence,  and  which  the  royal  peni¬ 
tent  fo  pathetically  breathes  after,  u  Wafh  me,  and  I 
fhall  be  clean  ;  fprinkle  me  with  hyffop,  and  1  fhalb 
be  whiter  than  the  fnow.3?a  Phe  dilmifno.fi  of  the  other 
bird  into  the  open  field,  may  perhaps  denote  the  refur- 
region  of  the  Son  of  Ood,  or  that  his  divine  natuie 
was  untouched  by  death.  Or,  as  the  living  bird  re¬ 
ceived  its  liberty  when  dipt  in  the  blood  of  the  deadl 
one  ;  fo  we  are  made  to  know  the  power  of  his  ref« 
nrredtion,  by  the  fellowfhip  of  his* bufferings,  and  may- 
truly  fay,  Our  foul  is  efcaped  as  a  bird  out  of  the 
jnare  of  the  fowler.,?b  The  leper,  thus  fprinkled  ac>- 
cording  to  the  ordinance,  though  pronounced  clean  by 
the  pried,  was  required  to  (have'  his  hair,  and  wafh 
himfelf  and  his  cloaths  in  water,  that  he  might  be 
clean  ;  which  was  not  only  a  precaution  to  prevent 
relapfe,  through  any  relicks  of  the  didemper  lurking  in 
his  hair  or  garments,  but  may  alfo  point  forth  to  us. 
this  momentous  truth,  that  our  being  fprinkled  by 
our  High  Pried  with  the  clean  water  of  his  bloody 
does  not  at  all  fuperfede  the  cleanfmg  ourfelves  from 
all  filthinefs  of-thd  fkfh  aiid  fpirit.  There  is  DO. per¬ 
iod 
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Ton  who  partakes  this  glorious  privilege,  who  endeav¬ 
ours  not,  as  is  his  duty,  to  purify  himfeltyto  lay  afide  all 
fuperfluity  of  naughtinefs,  to  put  off  the  old  man, 
and  to  hate  even  the  garments  fpotted  with  the  flcfh, 
by  having  no  feliowfhip  with  the  unfruitful  works  of 
darknefs.  Nor  are  his  purifying  endeavours  to  be 
intermitted,  but  peril  fled  in  all  the  days  of  his  life, 
as  the  leper  was  to  repeat,  on  the  feventh  day,  the 
ceremonies  of  {having  and  walking';  for  fan&ifkation  is 
a  gradual  and  progreflive  work,  that  fhall  not  be  com¬ 
pleted  till  the  week  of  this  mortal  life  is  fulfilled.. 
Such  were  the  ceremonies  of  the  firfl  and  of  the  fev¬ 
enth  day. 

On  the  eighth  day,  three  Iambs  were  to  be  fetch¬ 
ed  for  a  trefpafs-ofFering,  a  fin-offering,  and  a  burnt- 
offering,  a  quantity  of  fine  flour  for  a  meat-offering, 
and  one  log  of  oil.  If  he  was  not  able  to  afford 
fuch  codly  offerings,  the  Lord  accepted  fuch  as  he 
was  able  to  get,  which  are  alfo  condefcended  upon 
in  the  law.  Thefe  facrifices,  being  prefented,  togeth¬ 
er  with  the  leper,  before  the  Lord,  were  to  be  offer¬ 
ed  in  the  ufual  manner.  But  the  blood  of  the  tref¬ 
pafs-ofFering,  was,  by  a  peculiar  ceremony,  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  extreme  parts  of  the  leperis  body,  the 
tip  of  his  right  ear,  the  thumb  of  his  right  hand,  and 
the  great  toe  of  his  right  foot.  Above  the  blood  the 
oil  was  to  be  applied  in  the  fame  manner,  and  the 
overplus  poured  upon  his  head  who  was  to  be  cieanfed. 
Thefe  facrifices,  without  all  doubt,  had  the  fame  gen-  * 
eral  meaning  as  other  facrifices ;  and  the  peculiar 
ceremonies  were  doubtlefs  very  fignihcant  :  as  if  the 
pried:  had  faid  to  the  leper,  “  I  put  this  blood  and  this 
oil  on  your  ear,  now  you  are  free  to  hear  the  word 
$>f  God  in  any  fynagogue  :  I  put  it  on  your  thumb, 

now 
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-^ow  you  may  handle  any  thing,  and  not  defile  it .  I 
put  them  on  your  toe,  now  you  may  go  where  you 
pleafe,and  men  will  not  avoid  your  fociety.”  But  what 
forbids  us  to  think  of  ftill  higher  myfteries  ?  Thefe  par¬ 
ticular  parts  of  the  body  may  fignify  the  preceptive  and 
executive  faculties, in  both  which  weoffend,andforboth 
which  we  need  the  great  propitiation.*  Was  not  this 
.the  language  of  that  folemn  rite  \  “Now  you  are  made 
clean,  let  all  your  faculties  and  powers  be  devoted  to 
the  fervice  of  God.  Net  your  ears  be  open  to  the 
commands  of  God.  Let  the  woiks  of  your  hands  he 
eftablifhed  and  accepted  by  him.  Let  your  footdeps 
be  ordered  in  his  words.”  The  oil  that  was  put  up¬ 
on  the  blood,  mod  certainly  fignifies  the  Holy  Ghott, 
as  a  fpirit  of  fan&ification.  B  v  the  blood  of  his  merit, 
he  forgives  all  our  iniquities;  and  by  the  oil  bf  his 
Spirit,  he  heals  all  our  difeafes.  By  the  firft  we  are 
juftified ;  by  the  fecond  we  are  fan&ified.  By  the 
one,  fin  (hall  not  condemn,  to  fiifFer  the  punifhment 
it  d'eferves  ;  and  by  the  other,  it  fhal!  not  command, 
to  obey  the  orders  it  gives.  And  whereas  the  rem¬ 
nant  of  the  oil  in  the  prieft’s  hand  was  to  be  poured 
on  his  head  that  was  cleanfed,  this  raoft  undoubtedly 
prefigured  the  fhedding  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  on  as 
abundantly  through  Jefus  Chrid'our  Saviour.  It  is 
faid  in  one  place,  “  Ye  have  an  unftion  from 'the 
holy  One  ;”a  and  in  another,  “He  who  hath  anointed 
us,  is  God ,  who  hath  alfo  fealed  us,  and  given  the 
earned  of  the  Spirit  in  our  hearts.”1’ 

How  foolifh  a  part  had  that  IfraTte  a&ed,  who 
had  contented  himfelf  with  making  application  to  the 
phyfician,  without  having  recourfe  to  the  pried  for  the 

cleaning 

*  Hervey,  Vol.  I.  Dial.  3. 
a  I  John  ii.  30.  3  Cor.  i.  «X, 


— 


|]Book  It 


‘Typical  Things* 

cleanfing  of  his  leprofy  !  Alasj,  the  ban  in  Gilead 
could  not  fupply  the  place  of  the  facrificial  blood. 
Nor  do  they  act  a  wifer  part,  who  feek  to  the  phyfi- 
cians  of  their  own  legal  endeavours  for  the  cure  of 
their  leprofy,  but  not  unto  Jefus  Chrid  the  High 
Pried,  who  (lands  ready  with  his  hyifop  and  blood. 
Can  the  rivers  of  Damafcus  compare  with  the  waters 
of  ifrael  ?  Bring  us,  O  Lord,  to  the  Jordan  of  thy 
grace  for  cleaning  thefe  leprous  fouls !  “  Lord,  if 
thou  wilt,  thou  cand  make  us  clean.1  O  IprinkJe  us, 

fwith  hylfop,  and  we  (hall  be  whiter  than  the  fnow.?>i3 

\  / 
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XIV.  The  L  aw  of  the  Near  Kinsman. 

It  is  not  for  nought  the  near  kinfman  among  the 
jews,  and  the  Lord  himfelf,  are  alike  denominated  in 
the  original  language  of  the  Hebrews.  Why  ffiould 
the  name  Go  el  be  common  to  him  that  adted  the 
kinfrnan’s  part  among  the  Jews,  and  to  the  God  of 
Ifrael,  il  there  were  not  a  great  refemblance  betwixt 
the  kindly  offices  of  the  one  and  the  gracious  benefits 
of  the  other  ?  And  the  propriety  of  this  obfervation 
will  more  evidently  appear  from  an  induction  of  par¬ 
ticulars.  For  what  the  .earthly  Goel,  or  neared  blood- 
relation,  was  enjoined  to  do  for  his  brother  under  the 
Jaw,  .the  heavenly  Goel,  that  is,  the  all-gracious  Re¬ 
deemer,  hath  done,  in  the  mod  eminent  manner,  for 
finners  of  the  human  race  under  the  golpel.  If  an 
Ifraelite  died  without  children,  the  Goel  was  to  mar¬ 
ry  his  widow,  to  raife  up  feed  unto  his  brother,  that 
his  name  might  not  perilh.  If,  through  poverty,  he 
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bad  fold- away  his  poiTeffion,  the  Goel  was  to  buy 
back  his  inheritance.  'If,  for  the  fame  reafon,  he  had 
fold  himfelf  for  a  fervant  to  another  man,  the  Goel 
was  to  redeem  him  from  his  matter.  Arid,  lattly, 
If  an  Ifraelite  was  murdered,  his  Goel  was  to  avenge 
his  blood,  by  bringing  the  wilful  murderer  to  fuffer 
■condign  punilhment.  Waving  the  political  reafon  of 
thefe  laws,  we  fhall  coniine  ourfelves  to  their  allego¬ 
rical  interpretation  ;  for,  on  all  thefe  accounts,  the 
believer  in  the  promifed  Meifiah  may  fay  of  him,  with 
Job,  “  I  know  my  Goel  liveth.”a 

Bleffed  be  the  Lord,  who  hath  not  left  us  this  day 
without  a  Kinfman,  to  marry  and  raife  up  the  feed  of 
good  works  unto  our  barren  nature.  Once  fhe  was 
fruitful  unto  God  before  the  breach  of  the  firft  cove* 
nant ;  but  now,  alas  !  the  image  of  God  (he  wore  at 
firft  is  miferably  defaced  ;  her  hufband  the  law  is  be¬ 
come  dead  and  weak  through  the  flefh,  and  file  can 
bring  forth  no  children  unto  God,  that  is,  can  pro* 
duce  no  action  that  bears  refemblance  unto  him,  or 
correfponds  to  the  demands  of  the  law.  Sin  and 
death,  thefe  are  the  only  births  of  corrupt  nature ; 
and  we  may  truly  fay  of  all  men  in  their  unrenewed 
ftate,  “  They  conceive  mifehief,  they  bring  forth  falfe- 
hood,  and  their  belly  ^prepareth  deceit.”5  At  beft 
they  can  only  fay,  “  We  have  laboured,  we  have  been 
in  pain,  we  have  brought  forth  wind.,,c  But  the  lov¬ 
ing  Kin  fin  an  contented  to  marry  this  barren  nature® 
by  afi timing  a  true  body  and  a  reafonabie  foul,  its  two 
eflential  parts,  into  a  perfonal  union  with  himfelf,  and 
by  uniting  with  himfelf,  in  a  myftical  union,  a  great 
number  of  individuals  of  our  race.  It.  is  true,  the 
match  was  moft  unequal,  and  huge  difficulties  were  to 
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be  furmounted,  before  the  marriage  could  be  folemni- 
zed,  and  the  bride  prepared  for  her  hulband.  But 
his  love  was  ftrongcr  than  death  itfelf,  and  we  are  be¬ 
come  dead  to  the  law  by  the  body  of  Chrift,  that  we 
might  be  married  to  another  hulband,  even  to  him 
that  was  raifed  from  the  dead,  that  the  barren  woman 
might  keep  houfe,  and  become  a  joyful  mother  ol 
children.  Now  that  our  Maker  is  our  Hulband,  fhe 
that  was  barren  hath  borne  feven,  and  the  prom- 
ife  is  accomplished,  “  Thy  wife  fhall  be  as  a  fruit¬ 
ful  vine  by  the  lides  of  thy  houfe,  her  children  like 
olive  plants  round  about  thy  table.”*  We  may  truly  af¬ 
firm  of  all  the  happy  fouls  that  are  efpoufed  to  the  one 
Hulband,  “  Every  one  beareth  twins,”  the  love  ol 
God  and  his  neighbour,  “  and  none  is  barren  among 
them.”b  Thefe  “  children  are  indeed  the  heritage 
of  the  Lord,  and  this  fruit  of  the  womb  his  reward : 
happy  is  the  man  that  hath  his  quiver  full  of  them.c 
Here  am  1,”  will  he  fay  in  the  great  day  of  the  Lord] 
€<  and  the  children  whom  thou  haft  given  me.”d 

Bleifed  be  the  Lord,  who  hath  not  left  us  without 
a  Kinfman  to  redeem  the  mortgaged  inheritance  ol 
everlafting  life,  which,  alas  I  we  fold  away  for  one 
morfel  of  forbidden  fruit,  but  are  not  able  to  buy  back 
again  by  all  the  money  of  our  obedience  or  Sufferings, 
None  of  our  kin  were  able  to  pay  the  price.  For  all 
men  being  equally  involved  in  the  fame  ruin,  none  ol 
them  could  redeem  his  brother  :  and  angels,  though 
glorious  and  perfect  creatures,  yet  needed  all  their  ho- 
linefs  for  themfelves ;  and  had  they  undertook  to  pay 
our  debt,  they  would  have,  like  the  kinfman  in  Ruth, 
but  married  their  own  inheritance.  But,  lo !  wha< 
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nvcn  and  angels  could  not  have  done*  the  Sou  of  God, 
cloathed  in  flefh  and  blood,  hath  completely  efte&ed. 
The  ranfom  was  paid  down  in  the  liquid  gold  of  his 
precious  bloody  to  the  utmoft  farthing  of  the  legal  de¬ 
mand.  Now  heaven  is  a  purchafed  pofteftion  ;  and 
by  thy  poverty  we  are  become  rich,  O  gracious  Re¬ 
deemer  !  who  for  our  fakes  became  poor,  though 
the  fiver  and  the  gold  is  thine. 

Blefled  be  the  Lord,  who  hath  not  left  us  without 
a  Kinfman,  to  redeem  not  only  the  inheritance  to  us, 
but  us  to  the  inheritance:  lor  being  reduced  to  the 
mod  abje&  poverty  by  the  lofs  of  original  righteouf- 
nefs,  and  communion  with  God,  we  fold  ourfelves, 
like  the  prodigal  fon  in  th^  parable,  to  the  mod  fordid 
flavery  of  the  devil ;  fold  ourfelves  for  a  wretched 
fuftenance,  the  hulks  that  fwine  do  eat.  From  this 
inglorious  fervitude  we  could  not  by  any  means  have 
extricated  ourfelves,  except  the  Kinfman,  the  Redeem¬ 
er,  had  come  to  Zion  ;  had  taken  upon  him  the  form 
cf  a  fervant,  and  given  himfelf  a  ranfom  for  all.  Such 
was  the  hard  condition  of  our  refeue  ;  but  in  his  love 
and  in  his  pity  he  redeemed  us,  who  had  fold  ourfelves 
for  nought :  for  “  with  the  Lord  is  plenteous  redemp¬ 
tion,  and  lie  will  redeem  Ifrael  from  all  his  iniquities.”* 
Bleffed  be  the  Lord,  who  hath  not  left  us  without 
a  Kinfman  to  be  the  avenger  of  our  blood,  when  the 
prince  of  the  rebellious  angels  had  maftacred  the  hu¬ 
man  race  in  the  loins  of  their  great  progenitor.  That 
wicked  fpirit,  (lung  with  fierce  refentment  againft  the 
avenging  God,  and  ftimulated  with  envy  againfl  inno¬ 
cent  and  happy  man,  feduced  him  to  fall  oft  from  his 
Creator,  and  to  partake  of  his  revolt.  Thus  he  was 
a  murderer  from  the  beginning,  not  only  ol  our  bodies, 

.  which 
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which  are,  by  his  means,  fubje&ed  unto  the  firfl  death, 
but  cf  our  fouls,  that  are  naturally  dead  in  ttefpafles 
and  fins,  and  Jiable  to  everlading  vengeance,  which  is 
the  fecond  death.  1  he  holy  and  righteous  law  of 
God  was,  fhall  we  fay,  the  city  of  refuge  to  which  he 
fled.  He  boafled,  u  Shall  the  prey  be  taken  from  the 
mighty  ?  fhall  the  lawful  captive  be  delivered  ?’,a  For 
having  in  feme  fenfe  the  power  of  death,  the  fling  of 
which  was  fin,  and  the  flrength  of  fin  was  the  lav/, 
what  mere  creature  was  able  to  enter  into  the  palace 
of  this  flrong  armed  Apollyon,  and  fpoil  him  of  his 
armour  ?  Whoever  enters  on  this  arduous  enterprife, 
he  mull  be  able  to  unfling  death,  by  fatisfying  the  law. 
Here  then  let  us  adopt  the  fublime  rapture  of  the 
prophet,  “  The  JLord  law  it,  and  it  difpleafed  him 
that  there  was  no  judgment.  And  he  faw  that  there 
was  no  man,  and  wondered  that  there  was  no  inter- 
ceffor  :  therefore  his  arm  brought  fiilvation  unto  him  \ 
and  his  righteoufnefs  it  fuflained  him.  For  he  put 
on  righteoufnefs  as  a  bread-plate,  and  an  helmet  of 
falvation  upon  his  head  ;  and  he  put  on  the  garments 
or  vengeance  for  cloathing,  and  was  clad  with  zeal  as 
with  a  cloak. ”b  Or  fhall  we  ufe  the  flyle  of  the  New 
i  eflament  apoffle,  when  fpeaking  of  this  very  thing  ? 
“Forafmuch  then  as  the  children  are  partakers  of 
flefh  and  blood,  he  alfo  himfelf  likewife  took  part  of 
the  fame  ;  that  through  death  he  might  deflroy  him 
that  had  the  power  of  death,  that  is,  the  devil.”0 
The  Redeemer  has  died,  the  Redeemer  has  rifen 
again  !  O  Satan,  where  is  thy  power  ?  O  death  where 
is  thy  firing  ?  For  though  “  the  fling  of  death  is  fin, 
and  though  the  flrength  of  fin  is  the  law,  thanks  be 
to  God  who  gives  us  the  vRlory  through  Jefus  Chrift 

our 
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our  Lord.”a  The  glorious  Avenger  of  our  blood 
has  not  only  punilhed  the  murderer,  (which  is  all 
that  man  can  do  for  his  flaughtered  brother  ;  but  has 
reftored  life  to  the  murdered,  that  in  their  own  perfons 
they  may  overcome  the  wicked  one.  Thus  has  he 
redeemed  their  fouls  from  deceit  and  violence,  and 
precious  has  their  blood  been  in  his  fight. 


— 0  -  * 


XV.  The  Holy  Nation  of  Israel0 
_  «.  ♦ 

When  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God  was  loft 
among  the  degenerate  nations,  the  family  of  Abraham 
was  chofen  to  be  the  repofitory  ot  that  moft  invalua¬ 
ble  treafure.  It  was  promifed  in  folemn  manner  to 
this  venerable  patriarch,  that  he  fhould  have  a  nume¬ 
rous  progeny,  and  a  peculiar  feed,  that  fhould  become 
an  univerfal  blelling  to  the  world.  In  procefs  of  time 
he  was  the  progenitor  of  a  mighty  nation,  divided 
into  twelve  tribes  ;  who,  being  for  a  long  time  the 
only  vifible  fociety  where  God  was  worfhipped, 
were  diftinguifhed  frorp  other  people  with  very  high 
appellations  and  valuable  privileges.  They  are  fly  led 
in  the  OldTeftament,  “  a  peculiar  treafure, b  a  king¬ 
dom  of  pried?,0  and  an  holy  nation/  the  inheritance,* 
the  vineyard/  the  congregation,8  the  tribes  of  the 
Lord  ot  hofts/  and  his  firft-born  fon.”1  44  To  them 
pertained  the  adoption,  the  glory,  the  covenants,  the 
giving  of  the  law,  the  fervice  of  God,  and  the  prom¬ 
iles.  Theirs  were  the  fathers,  and  from  them  the 

S  2  Meffias 
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Meflias  himfelf  was  to  fpring,  according  to  the  flefh. 
This  famous  nation,  after  many  viciflitudes  of  fortune, 
were  at  lad,  for  the  horrid  crime  of  rejecting  and 
murdering  the  Mefiiab,.  difinherited  by  the  offended 
God  of  their  fathers,  diverted  of  all  their  glorious 
privileges,  rejected  from  the  land  of  promife,  and  are 
become  miferable  wanderers  among  the  nations. 

What  fhali  we  fay  then  to  thefe  things  ?  Has  God 
C2rt  away  his  people?  Is  there  no  Ifrael  now  to  be 
found,  among  whom  his  name  is  great  ?  Yes  ;  though, 
Ifrael,  according  to  the  flefh,  is  no  more  the  people 
of  God,  rtijl  there  is  an  holy  nation,  a  royal  prieft- 
hood,  a  peculiar  people,  a  true  circumcifion,  that, 
worfhip  God  in  the  fpirit,  and  have  no  confidence  in 
the  flefhi  The  finners  of  the  Gentiles,  who  were 
once  polluted  as  d6gs,  rtupid  as  ftones,  are  now  by 
the  power  of  divine  grace,  become  the- children  of 
Abraham,  and  the  true  Ifrael  of  God*  John  faw 
the  Chrirtian  Ifrael  fealed,  in  his  myrterious  vifion,  of 
every  tribe  afeleft  number.  And  the  twelve  aportles, 
of  the  Lamb  are  faid,  in  a  prophetic  flyle,  to  fit  on  . 
twdve  thrones,  and  judge  the  twelve  aportate  tribes 
of  Ifrael,  when  they  became  the  fpiritual  fathers  of' 
the  holy  Chrirtian  nation,  of  which  Ifrael,  according, 
to  the  flefh,.  was -3*  figure..  Let  us  fee  where  the  re-, 
femblanc*  lies. 

And,  flrrt,  We  might,  obferve  the  fmallnefs  of  -' 
their  beginning.  They  were  once  but  few  in  number, a 
tire  feweli:  of  ail  people,  as  their  lawgiver  told  them. 
Though  afterwards  they  Received  a  prodigious  in- 
creafe,  they  defcended.from  twelve  men,  who  fprung. 
from  one  as  good  as  dead,  that  was  called  being  alone. 
L.'cacfjy  fo,  the  Gentile  church,  though  a  great  mul¬ 
titude: 
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titude  that  no  man  can  number,  are  the  fpiritual  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  twelve  apoftles,  who  fprung  from  one 
that  was  actually  dead,  though  he  lives  for  evermore.. 
Though  the  beginning  of  the  gofpel  church  was 
ffnall,  like  a  grain  of  feed,  or  a  little  leaven,  yet  its 
latter  end  did  greatly  increafe., 

S^pondly,  The  number  of  their  enemies  deferves, 
our  attention.  .  This  ancient  people  were  never  with-, 
out  enemies  of  one  fort  or  pther,  in  Egypt,  in  the  ; 
wildernefs,  and  even  in  Canaan  itfelR  The  church  of 
Chrift  has  always,  in  this  date  of  warfare,  her  Egypt,, 
her  Amalek,  hen  Edom,  her  Moab,  her  Philiftines, 
and  her  Babylon..  This  lalf  being  the  mod  eminent 
foe  of  the  ancient  race  of  Ifrael,  is  viewed,  in  the 
prophetic  book  of  the  New  Teflament,  as  a  figure  of 
the  malignant  church,  or  Antichriftian  hate,  the  mod 
formidable  adverfary  of  the  true  church  fince  the  a f- 
cenfion  of  our  Lord,  And  truly,  the  prophetic  de-_ 
fcriptions  of  ancient  Babylon,  by  whofe  rivers  the  mel¬ 
ancholy  captives  of  Ifrael  fat  down  and  wept,  are  with* 
the  mod  evident  propriety  applied  by  the  New  Tefta- 
ment  prophet  to  that  powerful,  that  wealthy,  that  , 
idolatrous,  that  perfecting  church  of  Rome,  that  fits 
on  the  many  waters  of  kindreds,  and  nations,  and 
people,  and  tongues..  Though,  like  the  ancient  Baby¬ 
lon,.  her  predeceiTor  and  type,  (he  fhouid  defy  all 
danger,  live  deliciouily,  and  boaft  the  is  acp&en,  and. 

no  widow,  and  [hail  not  know,  the  loE  of  children  : 

*  ) 

y.A,  at  the  appointed  time,  the  cry  of  her  deftru&ion, 
her  final,  her  total  definition  (kali  be  heard  ;  “  Daugh'* 
ter  of  Babylon,  near  to  definition,  bleffed.  fhall  he 
be  that  rewards  thee,  as  thou  haft  done  unto  us.”*  i 

I  :  -  -  TJio 
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The  eminent  deliverances  of  Ifrael  is  the  next  thing 
we  (hall  notice.  Though  they  were  an  afflidled  na¬ 
tion  from  the  beginning,  lying  among  the  pots,  trav¬ 
elling  through  the  floods,  traverftng  the  wildernefs, 
weeping  by  Babel's  ftreams  ;  yet  “  happy  waft  thou,  Q 
Ifrael,  a  people  faved  by  the  Lord,  the  fhield  of  thy 
help,  and  the  fword  of  thine  excellency."3  The 
houfe  of  bondage  could  not  detain  them  ;  the  Waters 
of  the  fea  could  not  overflow  them ;  the  wildernefs 
could  not  familh  them  ;  and  Babylon  could  not  hold 
them  in  captivity.  Who  knows  not,  that  thefe  illus¬ 
trious  works  of  God  in  behalf  of  the  chofen  feed,  are 
lung  in  lofty  numbers  by  the  infpired  penmen,  in 
pbrafes  that  defcribe  the  common  falvation,  and  the 
redemption  of  the  world  from  ftill  more  dreadful  foes  l 
And  the  iliuftrious  perfons,  who,  under  God,  achiev¬ 
ed  the  feveral  refcues  of  ancient  Ifrael,  are  fpoken  of, 
in  the  prophets,  in  phrafes.  that  may  be  well  adapted 
to  the  Meffiah  himfelf. 

The  fingularity  of  their  laws  and  cuftoms,.  which- 
were,  by  Heaven's  appointment,  diverfe  from  all  peo¬ 
ple,  was  no  doubt  i  ntended  to  adumbrate  that  diftinguiftid 
ing  fan&ity,  fo  different  from  the  falhjons  of  this  world* 
which  ought  to  adorn  the  holy  Chriftian  nation. 
‘The  Jews  of  old  were  not  more  ridiculed  by  their 
fcornful  neighbours,  for  the  Teeming  oddity  of  their 
national  ufages,  than  the  peculiar  people  of  Chrift  have 
been  in  eveVy  age,  for  their  zealous  attachment  to  the 
divine  law,  and  becaufe  they  were  not  conformed  to 
this  world. 

But  a  principal  thing  for  which  the  Jewiih  nation, 
was  a  typical  people,  is  the  glorious  national  privileges, 
they  poifefted,  the  chief  of  which  we  (hall  mention. 

To 
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To  them  belonged  the  adoption  to  be  God’s  fird-born 
fon,  or  the  ele&ion  to  be  his  peculiar  people  :  a  priv¬ 
ilege  that  exalted  them  high  above  all  nations,  and 
yet  was  not  conferred  upon  them  becaufe  of  their  own 
worthinefs  or  excellency,  of  whatever  kind,  but  foie- 
ly  becaufe  it  was  the  gooa  pleafure  of  God  to  beftow 
this  glorious  dignity  upon  them.  Even  fo,  the  elec¬ 
tion  and  adoption  of  the  general  afFembly  and  church 
of  the  lii  lb- born,  whofe  mames  are  written  in  heaven, 
arifes  from  the  fame  fource,  the  good  pleafure  of  his 
will,  and  purpofe  in  grace ;  not  of  works,  Jed  any 
man  fhould  boalh  To  them  belonged  the  glorious 
fymbols  of  the  divine  prefence,  as  the  holy  temple,  the 
facred  fire,  and  the  bright  cloud  of  the  lan&uary  ; 
though  by  degrees  thefe  lhadows  vanilhed,  as  the 
body  approached.  What  nation  was  lo  great,  to  have 
the  Lord  fo  near  them  in  the  vifibie  tokens  of  his 
prefence  ?  None  but  that  holy  nation,  whole  prerog¬ 
ative  it  is  to  behold  the  glory  of  the  incarnate  Word, 
God  manifcded  in  the  fiefli.  To  them  belonged  the 
law  or  covenant  of  works,  ordained  in  the  hand  of  Mo¬ 
tes,  as  a  mediator  betwixt  God  and  them.  So  to  the 
Chridian  church  belongs  the  law  or  covenant  of  works, 
ordained  in  the  hand  of  Jefus  Chrid  the  Mediator  be¬ 
tween  God  and  man.  Their  mediator  could  not  fulfil 
the  law  for  them ;  they  brake  the  covenant,  and  God  re¬ 
garded  them  not.  But  Chrid  hath  magnified  the 
law,  and  made  it  honourable,  by  a  mod  complete  fat- 
isfaction  and  meritorious  obedience.  Vo  them  be¬ 
longed  a  civil  government,  modelled  by  God  himfelf ; 
for  their  date  was  a  theocracy,  and  the  Lord  faid  un¬ 
to  them,  “  I  will  be  thy  King.”a  Exactly  fo,  the 
laws  of  the  New  Tedament  kingdom  are  all  enabled 
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by  him  that  fits  upon  the  throne  ;  nor  mud  the  ordi¬ 
nances  of  men  claim  homage  from  the  fubjedt-s  of  Je- 
fus  Chrid,  except  in  fo  far  as  they  comport  with  his 
pofitive  inditutions.  To  them  belonged  the  fervice  of 
God,  according  to  thefe  rites  which  himfelf  prefcrib- 
ed.  An  emblem  of  that  reafonable  and  acceptable 
fervice  which  appertains  to  the  true  church,,  and  which 
is  found  no  where  but  among  the  focieties  of  Chrif- 
dan  worfhippers.  To  them  pertained  the  promifes, 
of  red  in  Canaan  the  pleafant  land,  and  of  vi&ory  over 
the  devoted  nations.  So  to  the  Chridian  church  be¬ 
longs. the  promife  of  everlading  life,  and  final  red  in 
tfie  better  heavenly  country,  to  recompenfe  their  wan¬ 
derings  through  the  mazy  wildernefs  of  this  world ; 
and  the  promife  of  complete  vi6tory  over  the  nations- 
of  fpiritual  foes,  the  lulls  that  war  in  their  earthly 
members  :  a  more  glorious  honour  this,  than  to  dorm 
a  city  ;  as,  “  he  that  ruleth  over  his  own  fpirit,  is  bet- 
than  the  mighty.”*  “  This  honour  have  all  his 
faints.”b 

Here  let  us  end — adoring  the  riches  of  that  divine 
goodnefs,  in  bringing  nigh,  by  the  blood  of  his  dear 
Son,  thole  that  were  far  off,  Gentiles  in  the  uncircum- 
cifion  of  their  flefh,  aliens  from  the  commonwealth 
of  Ifrael — trembling  at  the  feverity  of  divine  judice 
towards  that  finful  nation,  who  are  now  as  much  de- 
preffed  below  all  other  people,  as  once  they  were  ex¬ 
alted  above  them.  Let  us  recollect  the  apodle’s  nec- 
effary  admonition :  “  Becaufe  of  unbelief  they  were 
broken  off,  and  by  faith  we  dand.  Be  not  high 
minded,  but  fear.”c  Happy  they  whx>  are  endowed 
with  this  noble  grace  !  Such  are  Ifraelites  indeed, 

though  Abraham  be  ignorant  of  them,  and  Ifrael  ac¬ 
cording 

s  Prov.  xvi.  3*.  b  Pf.  cxl'x.  9*  c  Rom.  xi.  20. 
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cording  to  the  ftefli  acknowledge  them  not.a  For  if 
ve  are  Chrift’s,  then  are  we  Abraham’s  feed,  and 
.heirs  according  to  the  promife.”b 

I  * 

XVI.  The  Victory  over  the  Nations  of 

Canaan. 

Before  the  tribes  of  the  Lord  could  poftefs 
their  goodly  heritage,  the  numerous  and  mighty  na¬ 
tions  that  dwelt  in  Canaan  were  firft  to  be  expelled. 
What  if  for  once  the  eternal  Sovereign,  and  juft 
Governor  of  the  world,  (hall  transfer  to  a  chofen  feed, 
the  property  of  a  land  inhabited  by  guilty  wretches, 
44  and  put  into  their  hand  a  two-edged  fword,  to  ex¬ 
ecute  vengeance  upon  the  heathen,  and  punifhments 
upon  the  people  ;  to  bind  their  kings  with  chains,  and 
their  nobles  with  fetters  of  iron  ;  to  execute  upon 
them  the  judgment  written  ;”c  fhalj  we  therefore  pre- 
fume  to  cenfure  the  Majefty  of  heaven  as  cruel  and 
unjuft  ?  No :  the  horrid  wickednefs  of  thefe  nations 
fully  juftified  the  feverity  of  their  doom  ;  and  the 
peremptory  command  of  God  abfolves  the  Ifraelites 
from  the  charge  of  barbarity,  in  becoming  the  execu¬ 
tioners  of  the  fentence.  If  fome  in  later  ages  have, 
with  equal  cruelty  and  injuftice,  for  Heaven’s  caufe 
(a  horrid  pretence!)  made  defolate  the  earth,  let 
them  not  plead  this  precedent ;  for  as  fuch  a  mandate 
was  never  given  before,  fo  lhall  it  never  be  repeated 
again.  But  leaving  it  to  God  himfelf  to  vindicate 
his  ways  to  man,  as  he  is  well  able  to  do,  we  fhall 

proceed 

*  Ifa.  Ixiih  b  Gal.  lib  59.  c  Pfal.  cxlix.  6 — 9. 
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proceed  to  notice  that  fpiritual  privilege  of  the  true 
Ifrael,  fignified  by  this  victory  over  the  nations. 

Perhaps  it  were  not  improper  to  view  it  as  an  em¬ 
blem  of  the  conqued  over  the  world,  obtained  by  the 
fird  preachers  and  profedors  of  Chridianity  under  the 
banner  of  the  crofs,  though  not  with  carnal  weapons. 
Though  it  is  very  fit  that  the  Antichridian  kingdom 
(hall  be  promoted  by  the  horrid  methods  of  torture, 
madacre,  fire,  and  faggot,  the  Son  of  man  came  not 
to  dedroy  mens  lives-,  but  to  fave  them.  If  the  apof- 
tles  of  the  Lamb  had  a  two-edged  fword  in  their 
hand,  it  was  the  fword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  word 
of  God  :  faith  was  their  diield,  righteoufnefs  their 
bread-plate,  and  their  helmet  was  the  hope  of  falvation. 
Lquipt  with  this  armour  of  light,  they  fubdued  the 
nations  to  the  obedience  of  faith  :  nor  could  the  per- 
fecutor’s  fword,  the  philofopher’s  wifdom,  nor  the 
inveterate  cudoms  of  the  populace,  received  by  tradi¬ 
tion  from  their  fathers,  retard  the  progrefs  of  their 
victorious  arms,  though,  to  the  outward  eye,  they 
feemed  but  as  grafhoppers  before  thefe  formidable  Tons 
of  Anak. 

We  might  alfo  here  ta  occafion  to  think  of  that 
dominion  which  the  upriS  ht  d/all  have  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  redirection,  when  the  faints  of  the  Mod 
High  (hall  fit  with  Chrid  upon  his  throne,  and  in 
fuch  manner  as  is  competent  unto  them,  fh all  judge 
the  world  of  wicked  men  and  angels.  Even  in  this 
imperfect  date  the  ludre  of  d  ivine  graces,  and  beauties 
of  holinefs,  have  commanded  refpect  and  veneration 
in  the  minds  of  proud  and  wicked  men.  A  judge 
has  trembled  before  a  prifoner,  and  a  fox  has  feared 
a  lamb.  Thefe  are  preludes  of  that  final  fuperiority 
of  the  righteous  in  the  declfive  hoiir  of  judgment, 

when 
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when  the  evil  fhall  bow  before  the  good,  and  be 
afhamed  for  their  envy  at  the  people  they  defpifed. 

But  chiefly  the  Canaanites  we  muft  endeavour  to 
extirpate,  are  the  lufts  that  war  in  our  members,  that 
war  againft  the  foul.  Againft:  thefe  inward  foes  muft 
we  lift  the  hand  of  violence,  if  we  mean  to  take  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.  Ifraelites  indeed,  here  point 
your  revenge,  here  bend  your  indignation !  To  pity 
thefe,  is  the  higheft  cruelty  to  yourfelves ;  and  to 
make  any  league  with  them  is  to  be  overcome.  To 
mingle  with  thefe  nations  was  fatal  to  Tfrael  of  old  ; 
they  were  forbid  to  feek  their  peace  or  their  wealth 
forever  :  but  if  they  fhould  cleave  to  the  remnant  of 
thefe  nations,  on  whatever  pretence,  <£  know  for  cer¬ 
tain,  that  the  Lord  your  God  will  no  more  drive 
them  out,  but  they  (hall  be  fnares  and  traps  unto  you, 
fcourges  in  your  fides,  and  thorns  in  your  eyes,  and 
fhall  vex  you  in  the  good  land  wherein  you  dwell.,,a 
Such  grieving  thorns  are  unmortified  corruptions  in 
our  hearts  ;  and  if  we  confult  our  peace  and  fafety,  it 
will  be  our  conftant  work  to  weaken  their  power  by 
all  pofiible  means.  But  to  attempt  a  reconciliation 
•of  holinefs  and  fin,  to  mediate  peace  between  thefe 
contrary  principles,  is  to  entail  upon  ourfelves  a  fource 
of  perpetual  difquietude. 

The  Canaanitifh  nations  were  not  only  the  firft  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  country,  but  greater  in  number,  and 
mightier  in  power,  than  Ifrael  their  conqueror.  So  in 
the  holy  war,  the  fin  that  dwells  in  the  foul,  is  the 
firft  poffeffor,  and  mightier  than  the  principle  of  grace 
received.  Thanks  to  its  omnipotent  Ally,  that  iniquity 
prevails  not  againft  it,  even  to  a  total  vidlory.  Let  none 
be  deterred  from  fighting  the  good  fight  of  faith  againft 

T  thefe 

a  Jpfh.  Xiiii.  13. 


Typical  Things,  [Book  IL 

thefe  inward  enemies,  though  perhaps  Tome  branches  of 
the  body  of  fin  may  feem  fo  vivacious  as  even  to  gather 
new  life  by  their  foils  ;  may  feem  to  have  intrenched 
-  themfe]ves  fo  deeply  in  the  conftitution  of  the  foul,  and 
to  derive  fo  many  advantages  from  outward  circumftan- 
ces  in  life,  that  to  expel  them  is  equally  impoflible,  as  for 
tne  liraehtes  to  drive  out  thofe  Canaanites  who  had 
chariots  of  iron.  Under  (the  divine  conduct  of  Jefus 
U  lrilt,  our  true  Jofhua,  we  fliall  fct  our  feet  upon  the 
necks  of  thofe  dreadful  foes,  'fake  unto  you  the 
whole  armour  of  God,  and  remove  every  accurfed 
thing  from  the  mid#  of  thee,  O  Ifrael,  and  tire  Lord 
thy  God  will  drive  out  thefe  nations  before  thee  by  little 
and  little.  Iheir  defence  is  already  departed  from 
them,  fince  the  law,  the  ffrength  of  fin,  is  perfetffly  ful¬ 
filled,  and  ff  ript  of  its  condemning  power.  A  time,  a 
happy  time  will  come,  when  no  Jebufite  fhall  dwells 
the  land,  when  no  latent  corruption  fliall  infeft  thy 
foul,  and  there  fhall  be  no  pricking  briar,  nor  any 
grieving  thorn  to  the  houfe  of  Ifrael :  for  it  is  the 
gracious  promifeofthe  Captain  of  our  falvation,  u  He 
that  overcometh,  and  keepeth  my  words  unto  the  end, 
to  him  will  I  give  power  over  the  nations,  and  he 
fhall  rule  them  with  a  rod  of  iron,  as  the  veffels  of  a 
potter  fhall  'they  be  broken  to  drivers.”* 


XVII.-The  Allegory  of  Ha,gar  and  Sarahs 

As  we  are  informed  by  the  great  apofile  of  the 
Gentiles,  that  the  private  hiffory  of  Abraham’s  fam¬ 
ily  was  a  prefage  of  the  events  that  baopened  to  his 
jiofterity,  we  fhall  glance  it  a  little.  This  faithful 

patriarch 
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patriarch,  had  received  the  promife  of  a  feed,  111  whom/ 
all  nations  ihould  be  bleffed.  But  the  acconiplifh- 
meat  was  long  delayed  ;  his  wife  proved  barren  ;  old 
aae>  was  dealing  on  apace  j  and  there  leemed  no 
human  probability  that  Sarah  fhould  have  a  fon.  She 
ought,  however,  to  have  believed  him  faithful  who 
had  promifed,  and  fully  aole  to  perform  what  he  had 
faid.  She  fhould  not  have  deviled  unlawful  means  cy: 
helping  the  promile  to  bring  forth,  but  patiently  expect¬ 
ed  God’s  time  of  vifitation,  which  is  always  the  bed. 
But  it  was  other  wife  :  for  in  the  ardour  of  impatience, 
file  urges  Abraham  her  hufband  to  marry  her  bond¬ 
maid  ;  fondly  imagining,  that  this  flratagem  might 
eompenfate  her  own  barrennefs,  and  forward  the  birth 
of  the  promifed  feed.  Whatever  humility  and  felf- 
denial  this  good  woman  may  be  fuppofed  to  have 
aded,  in  making  fuch  a  propofal,  it  cannot  certainly 
be  vindicated  from  the  charge  of  being  in  itfelf  im¬ 
moral,  and  contrary  to  the  original  didates  of  the 
law  of  nature  :  for  though  polygamy  wa-s  ordinarily 
pradifed  in  the  primitive  ages  of  the  world,  and  even 
in  the  patriarchal  families,  who  ptofefied  the  true 
religion,  it  is  neither  to  be  exeufed  nor  imitated. 
There  is  no  ground  to  think  that  God  approved, 
though  he  tplerated.the  cudom  of  having  more  wives' 
than  one.  F^om  the  beginning  it  was  not  fo.  And 
indeed  the  family  batons,  which  the  feripture  frequently 
mentions,  as  occafioned  by'  this  pradice,  js  a  fufheient 
confirmation  of  its  manifed  inconvenience.  Of  this 
we  have  a  lively  indance  in  the  prefent  Cafe  :  for  no 
fooner  is  this  unlawful  overture  of  Sarah  complied 
with  by  her  hufb.gnd,  by  taking  Hagar  into  his  bed, 
than  the  infolent  and  difrefpedful  carriage  of  the  bond¬ 
maid,  when  flie  faw  that  (he  had  conceived,  raifed 
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fuch  variance  in  the  family,  that  at  lad  {he  is  obliged 
to  run  away  from  the  refentment  of  her  injured  mif- 
trefs.  But  returning  and  humbling  herlelf,  a  peace 
was  again  patched  up  for  a  time.  She  bears  Ifhmael, 
Abraham’s  fird-born  fon  ;  but  this  was  not  the  child 
of  the  promife.  There  was  nothing  extraordinary 
about  his  birth,  which  was,  to  ufe  the  phrafe  of  the 
apoftle,  after  thejlejh .a  The  happy  feed,  that  fhould 
become  a  bleffing  to  the  world,  mud  be  born  in  law¬ 
ful  wedlock  ;  not  of  a  bond-maid,  but  of  a  free  woman. 
And,  Sarah,  why  did  yoir-doubt  if  the  power  of  God 
was  ao!e  to  make  the  barren  woman  a  joyful  mother  £ 
How  abfbrd  is  it  for  any  to  haffen  providence  !  Give 
it  time,  and  it  will  do  all  things  well.  For  when,  in 
procefs  of  time,  Abraham’s  body  is  as  dead  as  Sarah’s 
womb,  lo,  Ifaac  is  conceived  and  born ;  Ifaac  the 
promised  feed,  Ifaac  the  long  expe&ed  child  is  brought 
forth,  to  the  great  joy  of  his  parents,  a  fon  of  their 
old  age.  By  this  time  Ifnmael  is  become  a  youth, 
and  arrived  at  years  of  fome  difcretion  ;  but  he  walks 
rather  in  the  fteps  of  his  mother  than  of  his  father  ; 
and  is  fo  daring,  as  to  mock  at  his  younger  brother, 
at  Jiis  v/eaning  feaft.  Though  one  would  be  willing 
to  excufe  this  behaviour,  as  proceeding  only  from 
puerile  levity,  the  feverity  of  the  punifhment  infli&ed 
for  this  fault  feems  to  evince,  that  there  was  a  great 
mixture  of  impiety  in  this  infulting  carriage,  and  that 
the  promife  itfelf  was  the  chief  thing  he  derided.  It 
could  not  fail  to  be  very  irritating  to  Sarah,  to  obferve 
how  ill  her  kindnefs  to  Hagar  was  requited  by  the 
undutiful  deportment  of  her  fon  ;  and  when  fhe  urged 
their  prelent  difmiffion  from  the  family,  Abraham 
was  not  over  ready  to  comply  with  this  requeft,  be- 
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caufe  of  the  affe&ion  he  bore  to  Khniael;  and  he 
hoped  that  the  paiFion  of  his  wife,  though  juft,  would 
foon  fubfide.  But  the  motion  of  Sarah,  “  Call  out 
the  bond-womafn  atfd  her  fon ;  for  the  fon  of  the 
bond-woman  ftiall  not  be  heir  with  my  fon,  even  with 
Ifaac,’,a  is  backed  with  a  mandate  from  God  himfelh 
And  accordingly  the  father  of  the  Jehviin  nation, 
which  is  very  remarkable,-  difeards  from  his  family 
his  eldeft  fon,  who  was  equally  circumcifcd  with 
Ifaac,  never,  as  would  feem,  to  return  again.  And 
this  was  done  by  the  pofitive  command  of  God  him- 
felf,  with  a  (pedal  view  to  prefigure  the  fpture  rejec¬ 
tion  of  a  great  part  of  Abraham’s  natural  posterity, 
that  were  only  defeended  from  him  according  to  the 

fiefh.  '  . 

That  this  was  the  fecret  defign  of  Providence  in 
this  memorable  ftory,  might  been  conjedured  from 
the  narrative  of  Moles.  But  we  are  not  allowed  fo 
much  as  to  doubt  of  it,  by  that  infallible  expolitor  of 
the  law,  Paul  the  apoftle  of  J.efus  Chrift ;  who,  dif- 
eourfing  on  this  very  fubjed  td  the  revolted  Galatian 
churches,  exprefsly  fays,  “  Which  things  are  an  alle¬ 
gory  ;  for  thefe  (women)  are  the  two  cbvenants.;?"> 
According  to  this  apoftle,  Hagar,  with  her  fon,  was 
fecretly  ddigned  to  reprefent  the  covenant  that 
prefenbes  our  own  obedience  as  the  meritorious  con¬ 
dition,  of  juftification  and  life  a  reprefentation  ot 
which  covenant  was  exhibited  in  mount  Sinai  in  Ara-  _ 
bia,  and  it  alfo  anfwers  to  Jerufalem  that  now  is,  and 
is  in  bondage  with  her  children,  that  is,  to  the  prelent 
apoftate  church  of  the  Jews,  who  ex  peed  to  be  jollifi¬ 
ed  by  the  works  of  the  law,  and  all  who  imitate  her 
example.-  Upon  the  other  hand,  Sarah  the  free  wo- 
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nun,  with  Ifaac  her  fon,  is  an  emblem  of  the  covenant 
that  directs  to  look  forfalvation  onlybythe  righteouf- 
neis  of  a  middle  perfon,  without  the  works  of  the  law  ; 
which  covenant  was  publifhed  from  mount  Zion,  and 
anfwers  to  Jerufalem  above,  or  the  true  church, 
whether  of  Jews  or  Gentiles ;  that  is  free  from  the 
iegal  yoke,  and  is  the  mother  of  us  all,  if  we  believe. 
I^et  us  purfue  this  beautiful  allegory  a  little  in  the 
track  which  the  apoftle  has  marked  out. 

And,  firfl,  it  may  be  laid,  that  as  Sarah  the  free 
woman  was  before  Hagar ;  fo  the  promife  was  before 
the  iaw,  and  the  covenant  of  grace  antecedent  unto- 
the  covenant  of  works.  Not  to  fpeak  of  the  federal 
traniaccion  betwixt  the  Father  and  the  Son,  which 
the  leripture  frequently  mentions  as  commencing  from 
all  everlafting,  the  promife,  or  revelation  of  this  eter¬ 
nal  covenant  wa^  exhibited  to  the  church  long  before 
the  Sinai  difpenfation.  • 

Sarah  was  the  miflrefs,  and  Hagar  the 
maid  ;  fo  the  gofpel  is  the  miflrefs  to  which  the'Jaw 
v/as  fubfervient.  If  Hagar  had  kept  her  flation, 
without  departing  from  that  fubordination  /he  ov/ed 
to  Sarah,  fhe  might  then  been  of  fingular  ufe  in  the 
patriarch  s  family,  inflead  of  railing  thefe  broils  and 
animof  ties  which  were  afterwards  occafioned  by  her, 

,  For  a  fervant  bearing  rule,  is  one  of  Solomon’s  un« 
feemly  things  :  and  among  other  things  which  the 
earth  cannot  bear,  and  for  which  it  is  ddquieted,  he 
mentions  an  odious  woman  when  five  is  married,  dnd 
a  handmaid  that  is  heir  to  her  miflrefs.  So  if  the 
legal  covenant  be  kept  in  its  own  room  and  place,, 
ihe  may  greatly  ferve  the  covenant  of  grace  fhe 
may  be  remarkably  ufeful  to  convince  of  fin,  and  to 
endear  a  Saviour :  •  for  “  the  Jaw,”  as  the  apoflle  af¬ 
firms* 
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firms,  “  is  good  if  a  man  ufe  it  lawfully,”1  But  if  this 
'bond-maid,  the  law,  afiume  the  foie  dominion,  and 
rival  her  miftrefs,  to  whom  ilie  fhould  humble  herfelf, 
that  is,  if  Hie  takes  upon  her  to  jufiify  and  fave,  Che 
then  works  wrath,  and  is  fatally  pernicious.  And 
this  the  event  proved. 

Hagar  is  taken  (unfeemly  as  it  was)  into  the  bed 
of  Sarah.  This  feems  to  have  prefigured,  that  the 
law  fhould  be  taken  into  the  room  of  the  gofpel :  for 
as  Abraham,  after  he  was  married  to  the  free  woman, 
turned  afide  to  the  bond-maid  ;  fo  his  pofterity,  after 
they  received  the  promife,  from  whence  alone  they 
fhould  have  looked  for  juftification,  and  everlafiing 
life,  turned  afide  to  the  law,  which  was  added  for* 
other  ends,  and  expected  from  the  law  that  which 
the  promife  only  can  confer.  -  Whoever  they  be, 
whether  of  the  Jewifh  or  Chriftian  denomination,  that 
depend  upon  their  own  rightecufnefs,  either  as  the 
foie  or  partial  caufe  of  their  falvation,  they  are  guilty 
of  the  fame  fault  in  the  my  fiery  that  Abraham  was  in 
the  letter,  when  he  permitted  Hagar  to  afcena  the  bed 
of  her  miftrefs. 

Though  Sarah  was  long  barren,  Hagar  is  not.  The 
birth  of  Ifhmael  is  not  nearfo  difficult  as  the  birth  of 
Ifaac.  It  is  a  far  eafier  matter  for  the  law  to  gender 
children  unto  bondage,  than  for  the  promife  to  bring 
forth  children  unto  liberty.  Jerufalem  above,,  or  the 
true  gofpel  church,  labours  indeed  to  bring  forth 
fpiritual  children  ;  but,  ah !  how  few  are  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  this  free  woman,  to  the  vaft  fhoais  of  legal 
profdTors  who  defire  to  be  under  the  law  !  the  mod 
eminent  preachers  of  the  gofpel,  have  had  ground  for 
complaining,  “Lord,  who  hath  believed  our  report  ?,?t) 
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And  that.they  laboured  in -vain,  and  (pent  their  drength 
in  vain  and  for  nought.  But  as  the  womb  of  Sarah 
was  at  lad  opened,  after  it  had  been  long  (hut ;  -fo  of 
the  gofpel  church,  her  antitype,  the  prophet  cries, 
“  Sing,  O  barren,  thou  that  didd  not  bear  ;  break 
forth  into  Tinging,  and  cry  aloud,  thou  that  didd  net 
travail  with  child  ;  for  more  are  the  children  of  the 
defolate,  than  the  children  of  the  married  Wife,  faith 
the  Lord.”a 

The  infolent  behaviour  of  Ifhmael,  the  fon  of  -the 
bond-maid,  when  he  mocked  the'  child  of  promife 
who  was  nobler  than  himfelf,  is  an  emblem  of  the  per- 
fecuting  lpirit  of  feld  judiciaries-  againd  the  true  be¬ 
lievers  in  all  ages :  for  as  he  who-  was  born  after  the 
defh  perfecuted  him  who  was  born  after  the  Spirit, 
even  fo  it  is  nova  Witnefs  the  enmity  of  the  Jews 
againd  the  fpreading  of  the  golpel  \  Witnefs  the  Pa- 
pids^  bloody  rage!  Witnefs- ye  flames,  that  reduced 
to  adies  the  bodies  of  fo  many  noble  martyrs  !  Yea* 
and  all  that  will  live  godly  in  Chrid  Jefus,  mud  be 
content,  in  one  fhape  or  another,  toTult'er  perfect:* 
tion. 

Ladly,  the  fentence  of  exclufion  from  Abraham’s 
family,  pronounced  by  the  leripture  againd  the  bond* 
woman  and  her  fon,  was  a  fure  prefage  of  the  irrevo¬ 
cable  doom  of  all  the  children  of  the  law,  though* 
like  the  cireumcifed,  but  mocking  Ifhmael,  they  are. 
born  in  the  church,  and  wear  the  proleffor’s  badge. 

4<  Abraham,’’  fays  the  feripture,  u  rofe  early  in  the 
morning,  took  bread  and  a  bottle  of  water,  and  gave  it' 
unto  Hagar  and  the  child,  and  fent  her  away  ;  and. 
fie  departed  and  wandered  in  the  wildemefs  of  Beer- 
fheba.”b  Even  fo  the  carnal  Jews,  though  Abra* 
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ham’s  natural  feed,  are  now  cad:  out  fi  om  the  church, 
and  wander  through  the  world.  And  all  who  re¬ 
main  under  the  law,  and  are  not  as  Ifaac  was,  the 
children  of  the  promife,  {hall  be  in  like  manner,  calf 
out  from  the  prefence  of  God,  and  excluded  from 
the  heavenly  inheritance. 


GRACE  and  TRUTH, 


book  the  third. 


Typical  Places* 

I.  The  Law  of  the  Cities  of  Refuge.* 

nr 

L  O  infpire  the  minds  of  the  Ifraelites  with  the 
greater  horror  at  the  dreadful  fin  of  murder,  it  p!ea£ 
ed  Cod  their  Judge  and  Lawgiver,  not  only  to  ap^ 
point  that  the  murderer  fhould  be  put  to  death,  but  to 
permit  the  avenger  of  blood  or  the  near  kinfman  to  kill, 
with  impunity  from  men,  the  unfortunate  manflayer, 
who,  without  malice  or  defign  was  the  inftrument  of 
taking  away  the  life  of  his  neighbour.  But  to  coun- 
tei  oalance  this  permiilion,  and  to  protect  an  unhappy 
man  from  the  efFcfls  of  rafh  refentment,  it  pleafed  the 
fame  good  God  to  appoint  cities  of  refuge  in  his  com¬ 
monwealth,  to  which  the  manflayer  might  flv  as  his 
fanfluary  from  the  avenger.  Thefe  cities  were  fix  in 
number;  three  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  and  three  on 
the  other  fide  of  Jordan.  They  belonged  to  the  tribe 
of  Levi.  The  roads  to  them  were  prepared  bvj  au¬ 
thority.  And  that  nothing  might  retard  the  flight  of 
the  haplefs  manflayer,  to  whom  every  moment  was 
precious,  they  fay,  that  the  breadth  of  the  road  was 

,  thirty- 

*  See  Numb.  xxxv.  Jofluxx. 


227 


Book  III. J  fhe  Law  of  the  Cities  of  Refuge. 

thirty -two  cubits;  that  where  there  happened  to  he 
water,  it  was  laid  over  with  a  bridge  ;  and  that,  at  the 
orofs  ways,  the  infcription  of  Refuge,  Refuge ,  di reded 
where  to  bend  his  courfe.  In  the  city  of  refuge  he 
was  fupplied  with  all  necefiary  accommodations,  and 
ltis  life  once  more  was  protected  by  the  laws  of  the 
realm.  He  was  not,  however,  to  venture  without  the 
precinds  of  the  hofpitable  town ;  for  if  the  avenger  of 
blood  Ihould  find  and  kill  him,  he  would  not  been 
punifhed  as  a  murderer  for  doing  it.  The  death  of 
the  high  pried  was  the  fird  thing  that  releafed  him 
from  his  confinement,  and  left  him  at  liberty  to  go 
wherever  he  pleafed.  Even  fo,  by  the  death  of  the 
great  High  Pried,  the  guilty  finner  is  refeued  from 
bondage  and  confinement,  into  the  glorious  liberty  of 
the  Tons  of  God. 

But  what  we  intend  chiefly  to  notice  here,  is  the 
refemblance  betwixt  the  flight  of  the  manflayer  to  the 
cities  of  refuge,  and  of  the  finner  to  Jefus  Chrifl,  as 
the  hope  fet  before  him.  And  perhaps  it  will  appear 
very  probable,  that  the  method  of  our  falvation  was 
typified  by  this  Mofaic  law  ;  at  lead,  that  here  is  no 
contemptible  allegory. 

Let  the  manflayer  be  an  emblem  of  the  guilty  fin¬ 
ner,  who,  by  violating  the  precept  of  the  holy  law, 
butchers  his  own  foul,  murders  his  neighbour,  and  in 
fome  manner,  aflaflinates  God  himfelf,  whofe  very  be¬ 
ing  is  firuck  at  by  the  commiflion  of  every  fin. 

Let  the  avenger  of  blood  denote  the  inexorable 
jaflice  of  an  angry  God,  whofe  wrath  it  is  alike  im- 
pofllble  to  fliun  or  to  endure ; — the^dreadful  curfe  of  the 
condemning  law,  whofe  quiver  is  filled  with  the  ar¬ 
rows  of  every  divine  threatening  cthe  envenomed 
ding  of  a  refentful  confidence,  which,  infixed  in  the 
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foul,  can  make  it  a  terror  to  itfelf,  and  all  around 
or  death,  the  grifly  king  of  terrors,  the  univerfal  de- 
droyer  of  the  nations,  through  fear  of  whom  many  are 
held  in  bondage  all  their  life  time.  Yea,  what  crea¬ 
ture  is  not  ready,  at  the  flighted:  intimation  of  the  divine 
will,  to  dart  up  an  avenger  of  its  Creator’s  quarrel 
againd  the  obnoxious  criminal. 

Let  the  cities  of  refuge  reprefent  the  glorious  Im¬ 
manuel,  and  his  bleffed  mediation.  Thefe  cities  per¬ 
tained  to  the  promifed  land,  and  were  to  be  found  no 
where  elfe.  So  the  falvation  of  Jefus  Chrid  is  exhib¬ 
ited  in  the  church  :  “  Upon  mount  Zion  there  dial!  be 
deliverance  ;a  and  God  is  known  in  her  places  for 
a  refuge.”b  They  belonged  to  the  priedly  tribe. 
And  the  priedly  office  of  the  Redeemer  is  that  branch 
of  his  character  which  affords  the  mod  immediate  re¬ 
lief  to  the  fin-burdened  foul.  'They  were  fix  in  num¬ 
ber,  and  fcattered  through  the  territories  of  Ifrael,  at 
convenient  didances,  that  wherever  the  misfortune 
{hould  happen,  the  manflayer  might  not  have  far  to 
go  to  one  or  other  of  them.  May  not  this  put  us  in 
mind,  that  our  Redeemer  is  a  prefent  help  in  trouble  ? 
to  find  whom,  we  need  neither  climb  up  into  heaven, 
nor  dive  into  the  bottom  of  the  fea :  for  the  word  is 
nigh  unto  us.  And  in  this  word,  the  great  Jehovah 
brings  near  his  righteoufnefs  and  his  falvation.  The 
patency  and  plainhefs  of  the  roads  that  led  to  thefe 
cities  of  protection,  may  occafion  our  reflecting  on 
much  the  fame  thing.  Guilty,  condemned,  trem¬ 
bling  {inner,  fee  how  thy  city  of  refuge  expands  her 
gates !  how  the  dumbling-blocks  are  removed  !  how 
the  way  is  prepared  1  how  the  law  is  fatisfied,  juflice 
atoned,  and  God  reconciled !  how  the  wayfaring  man, 
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though  a  fool,  needs  not  err  in  the  way  of  holinefs ! 
Nothing,  nothing  ought  to  retard  thy  prefent  flight 
unto  the  hope  fet  before  thee,  to  hinder  thy  prefent 
trufting  in  Chrift  for  everlafting .  falvation  from  flu, 
and  its  dreadful  confequences. 

But  who  is  he  that  thus  flies  for  refuge  to  Jefus 
Chrift,  from  the  inexorable  juftice  of  an  angry  God, 
and  from  the  dreadful  curfe  of  a  condemning  law  ? 
If  the  manflayer  had  not  been  confcious  of  the  deed, 
and  apprehenflve  of  the  kinfman’s  refentment  on  that 
account,  he  would  not  have  judged  it  neceflary  to  fave 
himfelf  by  flight.  And  if  he  could  have  thought  of  a 
better  expedient  to  enfure  his  fafety,  he  would  not  have 
fled  to  a  city  where  he  muft  long  remain  a  prifoner, 
and  an  exile.  But  neceflity,  hard  neceflity,  drove  him 
to  it  as  his  only  fanCtuary.  Even  fo  the  refugee, 
who  flies  to  Jefus  Chrift  from  the  avenging  wrath  of 
God,  is  a  perfon  in  whofe  heart  is  wrought  a  convic¬ 
tion  of  his  guilt,  an  apprehenflon  of  his  danger,  and 
a  aefpair  of  every  other  refuge.  Formerly  he  had  a 
very  favourable  opinion  of  himfelf,  and  his  convictions 
of  moral  guilt  were  fo  general  and  moderate,  as  to  fit 
eafy  upon  his  mind,  without  wounding  his  reft.  He 
thought  it  no  difficult  matter  to  elude  the  divine 
threatenings,  and  imagined  himfelf  fecure,  becaufe  he 
was  thoughtlefs  of  danger.  The  fecrecy  of  fin,  the 
example  of  the  multitude,  the  hope  of  long  life,  the  dis¬ 
tance  of  the  day  of  judgment,  the  prefumption  of 
God’s  mercy,  his  privileges  and  reputation  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Church  ;  thefe,  and  fuch  like  things,  he 
fled  unto,  as  fandtuary  from  his  melancholy  thoughts. 
Or,  perhaps  he  ftilled  the  enemy  and  avenger  of  aa 
accufing  confcience,  with  bufinefs,  with  recreations* 
with  fenfual  indulgencies.  But  now  a  dreadful  found 
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of  vengeance  is  in  his  ears.  He  lees  the  heinous 
guilt  of  his  iniquities — hears,  with  Adam,  the  voice 
of  God — knows  not  where  to  hide  his  guilty  head — 
looks  on  his  right  hand,  and  beholds,  but  there  is  no 
{belter ;  all  refuge  fails  him*  and  no  man  cares  for 
his  foul.  The  method  of  falvation  by  Chi  iff  unfolds 
unto  his  view ;  f‘  This  is  the  way,  walk  ye  in  it,”a 
fays  the  voice  from  heaven  ;  and,  “  Turn  to  this  firong 
hold,  thou  prifoner  of  hope.”5  And  as  a  man  who 
flies  for  his  life  from  a  purfuing  enemy  will  caft  away 
from  him  any  thing,  however  valuable,  that  would 
cumber  and  detain  him  ;  fo  he  parts  at  once  both  with 
his  fins, and  with  his  own  righteoufnefles ;  and  what 
things  were  gain  to  him,  he  counts  them  lofs,  that  he 
may  win  Chrift,  and  be  found  in  him.  He  cries  un- 
to  him,  and  fays,  “  O  Lord,  thou  art  my  refuge  :  at¬ 
tend  unto  my  cry,  for  I  am  brought  very  low :  deliv¬ 
er  me  from  my  perfecutors,  for  they  are  ftronger 
than  I.,,c 

It  was  not  only  required  of  the  manflayer,  that  he 
fhould  fly  to  the  city  of  refuge  for  once ;  but  he  was 
»o  remain  there  till  the  death  of  the  high  prieft.  Nor 
is  it  fufheient  to  believe  in  Chrift  for  once,  without 
abiding  in  him  as  our  fure  defence.  Our  High  Pried: 
never  dies,  therefore  fhould  we  abide  in  our  refuge 
forever  :  “  for  in  returning  and  reft  fhall  we  be  faved, 
in  quietnefsand  in  confidence  fhall  be  our  ftrength.,,d 

The  protection  afforded  to  all,  both  Jews  and  Gen¬ 
tiles,  (for  there  was  no  difference)  who  fled  to  thefe 
cities  of  refuge,  is  no  defpicable  reprefentation  of  the 
ability  of  Jefus  Chrift  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft  all  that 
come  unto  God  by  him.  Soon  as  the  wretched  man- 
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flayer  reached  the  wifhed  town,  where  he  was  legally 
decure  of  life,  and  where  (they  fay)  no  weapons  were 
allowed  to  be  made  or  fold,  he  could  talk  with  the 
avenger  without  turning  pale  ;  though  before  his  throb- 
ing  heart  beat  high  with  the  impulfe  of  fear,  while  he 
thought  that  every  man  he  met  would  flay  him.  Even 
do,  the  miferable  (inner,  who  has  obtained  a  difcovery 
of  his  guilt,  and  been  haraffed  perhaps  for  fome  confid- 
crable  time  with  a  fearful  looking  for  of  judgment,  his 
foul  draws  nigh  unto  the  grave,  and  his  life  to  the 
deftioyers  :  the  moment  he  finds  his  reft  in  Chrift,  by- 
believing  in  him  for  life  and  falvation,  he  can  lit  and 
anfwer  all  his  accufers,  and  talk  with  every  enemy 
and  avenger.  u  O  enemy,  deftrudtions  are  come  to 
a  perpetual  end.a  Who  ftiall  lay  any  thing  to  the 
charge  of  God’s  ele<ft  ?  It  is  God  that  juftiiieth :  it 
is  Chrift  that  died.”b  Produce  your  charge,  O  law  1 
and  death,  where  is  thy  fting  ? 

We  (hall,  laftly,  obferve  the  fuperior  excellency  of 
«  our  New  Teftament  refuge  to  thefe  ancient  cities  of 
protection.  In  all  things  he  has  the  pre-eminence. 
None  were  to  be  finally  privileged  in  thefe  cities  but 
the  manflayer ;  who  was  not  indeed  guilty  of  any' 
crime,  but  rather  ill-fated  andunhappy.  If  the  wilful 
murderer  had  fled  to  any  of  them,  or  even  to  God’s 
altar,  he  was  to  be  dragged  from  thence  to  fuffer  con¬ 
dign  punilhment.  But  none  were  ever  dragged  from 
Jefus  Chrift,  who  fled  unto  him  by  faith,  to  return 
again  into  condemnation,  however  atrocious  their 
crimes,  however  flagrant  their  guilt.  Here  murder¬ 
ers,  adulterers,  blafphemers,  perfecutors,  and  the  molt 
execrable  mifcreants  that  ever  the  fun  beheld,  have 
been  forever  delivered  from  their  Judge.  Thefe  an¬ 
cient 
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dent  towns  defended  only  the  natural  life  from  the 
avenger’s  fword,  which  was  to  be,  however,  foon 
paid  as  a  debt  to  nature.  But  if  Jefus  Chrifl  is  our  ref¬ 
uge,  he  will  refcue  us  from  everlafling  vengeance  ;  he 
will  give  unto  us  eternal  life,  and  we  fhall  never  p£r- 

ilh. - The  refugees  in  the  old  cities  of  refuge  were 

indeed  fecured  in  their  lives  by  the  laws  of  the  land. 
But  the  promlfe  of  God  that  cannot  lie,  and  the  oath 
of  God  which  canriot  be  recalled,  are  two  immutable 
things,  by  which  their  eternal  happinefs  is  fecured, 
who  have  fled  for  refuge  to  lay  hold  on  the  hope  fet 
before  them.  Happy  believer,  thy  confolation  is 
flrong  indeed ;  ftronger  than  the  affli&ions  of  life, 
ftronger  than  the  fear  of  death,  and  ftronger  than  the 
terror  of  judgment.  Why  fhouldfl  thou  not  difmifs 
thy  fears,  when  thy  never-ending  fafety  from  t *he  mod: 
dreadful  dangers  is  fo  amply  fecured,  that  God  him- 
felf,  for  whom  it  is  impoflible  to  He,  would  (O  blaf- 
phemous  thought)  be  per  ured,  fliouldft  thou  ever  come 
into  condemnation  ?  u  The  eternal  God  is  thy  ref¬ 
uge/  a  very  prefent  help  in  trouble,  though  the  earth 
be  removed,  and  though  the  mountains  be  carried  into 
the  midft  of  the  fea,  though  the  waters  thereof  roar 
and  be  trouble 

II.  The  Tabernacle  in  the  Wilderness.* 

The  tabernacle  which  Mofes  made  in  the  wilder- 
Defs,  by  the  fpecial  appointment  of  the  God  of  Ifrael, 
was  the  firll  religious  flrudture  in  which  the  eternal 

Majefty 
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Majedy  vouchfafed  to  dwell  on  the  earth.  It  was 
aidrt  of  portable  temple,  and  not  unfitly  edeemed  the 
centre  of  the  ceremonial  worfhip.  d  he  matci  ails  of 
it  were  colle&ed  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the. 
children  oflfrael,  who,  upon  this  occafion,  offered  fo 
liberally,  that  Mofes  found  it  necefiary  to  hop  them 
by  a  new  proclamation.  The  pattern  of  it  was  mi¬ 
nutely  defcribed  to  Mofes  in  the  mount  by  Ood  hiin- 
felf,  who  ordered  him  to  be  very  exadt  in  executing 
the  heavenly  plan.  Two  famous  artifls,  whofe  names 
were  Bezaleel  and  Aholiab,  were  inlpired  by  the 
Spirit  of  God  with  mod  exquifite  and  maderly  (kill, 
to  finifh  the  holy  fabric,  and  its  utenfils,  according  to 
the  divine  plan-  If  you  are  curious  to  know  the 
condrudtion*  of  this  facred  tent,  you  may  take  this* 
fhort  defcription  of  it- 

Firlt  of  all,  there  was  a  fpacious  court,  an  hundred 
cubits  long  and  fifty  broad-  It  was  hung  round  with 
fine  curtains  of  twined  linen,  that  were  fattened  with 
diver  hooks*  to  pillars*  with  fockets  of  brafs  filleted 
with  diver.  The  gate  by  which  you  entered  to  this 
wide  area,  was  a  hanging  of  twenty  cubits,  of  blue, 
purple,  and  fcarlet,  and  fine  twined  linen,  wrought: 
with  needle-work,  and  fufpended  by  four  pillars. 
This  outward  court  the  whole  nation  might  enter  on 
their  folemn  fedivals,  as  it  is  faid,  “  Enter  into  his 
gates  with  thapkfgiving,  and  into  his  courts  with. 
praife.”a  Here  under  the  open  fky,  ftood  the  altar 
of  burnt  offering,  and  the  brazen  laver. 

Within  the  circumference  of  this  wide  and  opecr 
court  was  the  tabernacle  itfelf,  into  which  none  but 
the  tribe  of  Levi  were  allowed  to  enter,  to  accom- 
pliduthe  feryice  of  God.  It  was  a  clofe  tent,  twen- 
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ty  cubits  long,  ten  cubits  broad,  and  its  height  equal 
to  its  breadth'  It  was  conftrudted  of  boards  of  fhit- 
tim-wood  of  regular  dirnenfions,  running  into  one  ano-  , 
ther.  Thefe  boards  were  fupported  beneath  with 
fockets  of  filver,  and  corroborated  behind  with  bars 
of  the  fame  wood  overlaid  with  gold,  and  faftened  by 
golden  rings  through  which  they  palled.  Do  you 
aik,  what  was  the  roof  of  this  magnificent  tent  ?  Firft, 
it  was  covered  with  ten  curtains  of  equal  meafure,  of 
fine  twined  linen,  and  blue,  and  purple,  and  fcarlet 
embroidered  with  cherubims,  and  coupled  with  loops 
oFblue,  and  taches  of  gold..  Then  it  was  covered 
with  eleven  curtains  of  goats  hair,  hung  together  by 
taches  of  brafs..  Next  it  was  covered  with  rams  fkins 
died  red.  And,  above  all,  there  was  a  covering  of 
badger  fkins,  to  protect  the  tabernacle,  and  its  cover¬ 
ings,  from  the  injuries  of  the  weather* 

But  though  thefe  boards  and  curtains,  thus  joined 
together,  made  but  one  tabernacle,  f  this  one  taberna¬ 
cle  was  divided  into  two  apartments.  The  firft  was 
called  the  holy  place,  into  which  you  entered  through 
avail  or  hanging  of  blue,,  purple,  and  fcarlet,  and  line 
twined:  linen,  curioufly  embroidered,  fupported  with 
V  five  pillars  of  ftiittim-wood,  overlaid  with  gold,  and 
theiV  fcafes  of  brafs,  and  faftened  with  golden  hooks. 
Her(e  flood  the  golden  table,  the  golden  candleftick, 
and1  the  golden  altar*  The  fecond  was  called  the  mojl 
holy  place,  into  which  the  high  prieft,  and  none  but  he, 
did  enter  once  in  the  year,  through  a  fecond  vail,  of- 
the  fame  materials  with  the  firft,  broidered  with  cher¬ 
ubims,  and  faftened  by  golden  taches  to  four  pillars  of 
fhittim-wood'  overlaid  with  gold,  and  their  bafes  of 
filver.  In  this  fecret  chamber  of  the  Deity  were  re- 
.  .joined  the^moft  facred  fymbols  of  the  divine  prefence. 
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Here  was  the  ark  of  the  covenant,  covered  by  the 
mercy-feat,  and  over  it  the  cherubims  of  glory,  be., 
tween  which,  Jehovah  himfelf  was  faid  to  dweih 
Here  was  the  golden  pot  that- had  manna,  and  the 
miraculous  rod  of  Aaron  that  budded.  And  here  the 
appearance  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  fuppofed  to 
have  refided,  and  been  feen  on  fpecial  occafions. 

Such  was  the  drn&ure  of  this  holy  tent,  which 
was  built  in  the  tade  of  Heaven,  reared  up  by  the 
infpiration  of  the  Holy  Ghod,  and  confecrated  by 
Mofes.  And  we  mud  not  forget  this  one  thing,  that 
it  was  a  moveable  pavilion,  .and  therefore  fo  contrived, 
as  to  be  eafily  taken  down,  and  fet  up  again.  While 
the  peculiar  people  fojourned  in  the  wildernefs,  the 
tabernacle  (hared  the  fame  fate,  being  tranfported 
from  place  to  place  by  the  minidry  of  the  Levites.- 
When-  they  poflefled ,  the  promifed  land,  at  drd  it 
reded  at  Gilgal,.  afterwards  in  Shiloh;  in  the  days 
of  Saul  it  feems  to  have  been  in  Nob  ;  and  when  Sol= 
onion  began  to  reign  over  Ifrael,  it  was  ^pitched  hi 
Gibeon.  But  at  the  lad  it  was  altogether  fuperfeded  by 
the  magnificent  temple  built  by  that  glorious  monarch  $ 
and  probably  the  codly  materials  of  it  were  lodged 
among  the  facred  treafures  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord. 

What  (hall  we  then  fay  to/thefe  things?  Did  the 
high  and  lofty  One,  whofe  dwelling  is  not  with  flefh,. 
who  refides  not  in  temples  made  with  hands,  did  he 
dand  in  the  lead  need  of  this  moveable  habitation  ? 
Glorious?  as  it  was,  can  we  reafonably  think,  it  to 
have  been  a  meet  apartment  for  the  Deity,  or  at  all 
adequate  to  the  inconceivably  glorious,  immenfe,  and. 
eternal  Spirit  ?  What  a  contemptible  idea  of  the'  true 
God  would  fuch  a  fuppofition  infpire  into  the  mind  ? 
Away  with  fuch  a  groveling  thought,  fo  unworthy  of 
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God,  and  fhocking  to  reafon  herfelf!  Bat  if  we  dip¬ 
ped,  that  thefe  holy  places  made  with  hands  were 
figures  of  heaven,  of  Chrid,  and  of  the  church,  and 
exhibited  as  fuch  to  the  believing  JLfraelites,  then 
doubtlefs  we  will  be  reconciled  to  that  very  particu¬ 
lar  regard  the  high  God  was  pleafed  to  (hew*  to  the 
worldly  fanduary.  1  Then  we  (hall  be  able  to  account 
for  that  ardent  affe&ion  the  ancient  believers  confefl- 
ed,  on  all  occadons,  to  the  tabernacle  of  the  Lord  of 
hods.  Then  it  will  not  appear  abiurd,  that  the  fame 
God  who  fpent  bat  fix  days  in  creating  the  univerfa! 
frame  of  nature*  ihould  fpend  no  lefs  than  forty  in- 
preferring  the  little  frame  of  the  tabernacle.  And 
that  thefe  holy  places  made  with  hands,  were  fig¬ 
ures  of  heaven,  of  .Chrid,  and  of  the  churchy  we  are- 
now  to  declare*. 

Fird  then,  the  tabernacle  of  Mofes  was  a  figure  of' 
heaven  itfelf,  that  glorious  high  throne  from  thebegin- 
ming.  For  this  interpretation  we  have  the  exprefs  words- 
of  an  infpired  penman  cf  the  New  Tedament,  who* 
fpeaking  of  our  great  High  Pried,  plainly  declares  that>; 
6‘  he  is  not  entered  into  the  holy  places  made  with 
hands,  which,  are  the  figures  of  the  true  ‘y  but  into  heav¬ 
en  itfelf,  now  to  appear  in  the  prefence  of  God  for  us.,,a 
Perhaps  we  fhould  not  err  though  we  fhould  think,, 
that,  as  the  Jewifh  high,  pried,  went  through  the  out¬ 
ward  court,  and  paffed  through  the  holy  place  intG* 
the  holied  of  all ;  fo  J;efus  Chrid,  when  he  afeended 
on  high,  paffed  through  the  fird  heaven  of  clouds, 
and  the  fecond  heaven  of  dars,  into  the  third  heaven 
of  angels.  But  though  the  mod-  holy  place  was  by 
Itfelf  alone  the  mod  eminent  figure  of  the  heavenly 
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fanfluary,  this  hinders  not  to  regard  the  whole  fabric 
as  an  emblem  of  the  fame  blifsful  manlion.  Was  the 
tabernacle  of  Mofes  divided  into  feveral  parts  .  We 
know  him  that  faid,  “  In  my  Father’s  houfe  are 
many  manfions.”*  Was  it  a  place  of  great  fplendour 
and  magnificence  even  to  the  eye  >  “  Glorious  things 
are  fpoken  of  thee,  O  city  of  the  living  God.  ’  ’  \\  as 
it  the  dwelling  of  Jehovah,  where  the  vifible  tokens 
of  his  prefence  were  feen  ?  In  the  heavenly  manhons 
he  unvails  the  brightnefs  of  his  glory  to  all  the  faints 
around  him.  Did  priefls  always  officiate  there  .  i  he 
faints  in  light  are  both  kings  and  pnefts  unto  God. 
Were  the  curtains  broidered  with  cherubims  .  in  the 
celefiial  abodes  are  the  innumerable  company  of 
angels.  Was  it  replenifhed  with  all  neceffary  furni¬ 
ture  and  provifion  ?  In  heaven  is  the  true  light,  and 
the  living  bread,  fulnefs  of  joy,  and  pleafures  for 
evermore.  Did  the  voice  of  pi»aife  continually  refound 
in  the  earthly  tabernacle  >  The  eternal  regions  are  for¬ 
ever  filled  with  loud  hofannas.  Was  hohnefs  and 
legal  purity  required  in  all  who  trode  the  venerable 
courts  of  God’s  ancient  dwelling  place  ?  Nothing 
that  is  defiled  can  enter  the  heavenly  jerufalem. 
And,  Jaftly,  as  the  tabernacle  was  fprinkled  with 
blood  by  the  Jewilfi  high  prieft,  when  he  penetrated 
its  innermoft  receffes  once  in  the  year,  with  the  names 
of  all  the  tribes  engraven  on  his  heart ;  even  io  the 
blood  of  Jefias  Chrift  has  confecrated  that  high  and 
holy  place,  that  Tinners  of  the  human  kind  might  not 
be  for  ever  excluded  from  dwelling  in  the  beatific 
prefence  of  Jehovah.  When  the  everlafting  gates 
of  heaven  were  by  fin  barred  forever  againft  us,  the 
blood  of  Chrift  was  the  key  that  opened  them  again  ; 
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and  the  believers  in  his  atoning  blood  may  enter  into 
heaven  itfelf  with  greater  boldnefs  than  the  high 
pried  when  he  went  into  the  holied  of  all,  than  the 
.Levites  when  they  officiated  in  the  holy  place,  or  than 
the  people  when  they  approached  the  outward  court, 
A  fecond  thing  which  the  tabernacle  of  Mofes  did 
mod  undoubtedly  reprefent,  was  the  perfon  and  future 
incarnation  of  the  Mellias  himfelf,  who  was  made 
iieffi  in  the  appointed  time,  and  tabernacled  among 
ms,  and  who  fpake  of  his  ®wn  body  when  he  faid  to 
the  Jews,  “  Dedroy  this  temple,  and  I  will  raife  it  up 
in  three  days.,,a  Was  the  tabernacle  a  work  of  heav¬ 
enly  architecture  ?  the  human  nature  of  our  Lord  was 
prepared  by  his  heavenly  Father,  and  curioufly 
wrought,  by  the  operation  of  the  Holy  Ghod,  in 
the  lower  parts  of  the  earth.  Was  it  the  habitation 
of  the  Deity  ?  u  in  him  dwells  all  the  fulnefs  of  the 
Godhead  bodily.”b  Was  it  anointed  with  holy  olR 
The  mod  holy  humanity  of  our  Lord  was  anointed 
with  the  Spirit,  which  God  gave  not  by  meafure 
unto  him.  Was  it  embelhffied  with  a  variety  of  or¬ 
naments  ?  Fie  was  adorned  with  every  divine  grace. 
Was  it  taken  dowfi  by  the  Levites,  and  removed 
from  place  to  place,  till  at  lad  it  was  conveyed  to 
Jerufalem,  where  it  remained  in  the  temple  ?  The  hu¬ 
man  nature  of  our  Lord  was  didblved  by  death; 
reared  up  again  by  his  refurre&ion  ;  and,  lafUy,  tanf- 
lated  into  the  heavenly  temple,  which  mud  contain 
him  to  the  time  of  the  reditution  of  all  things.  Was 
the  tabernacle  the  place  where  God  met  with  Ifrael  ? 
Here  he  communed  with  them  ;  here  they  prefented 
their  gifts,  and  flew  their  facrifices,  and  even  prayed 
wLh  their  faces  towards  it,  though  at  the  remoteffc 
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didance.  It  is  eafy  to  fee  here  a  lively  figure  of  the 
one  Mediator  between  God  and  man.  In  Child 
alone  we  have  a  clear  revelation  ol  the  divine  will ; 
and  by  him  mull  we  prefent  our  fpiritual  facrifices, 
and  do  in  his  name  whatfoever  we  do,  whether  in 
word  or  deed.  We  fhall  only  add,  that  as  there 
were  two  apartments,  the  holy  and  the  mod  holy 
place,  which  made,  however,  but  one  tabernacle  :  fo 
in  Chrift  there  is  a  hitman  nature,  fignified  by  the 
holy  place,  and  a  divine  nature,  reprefented  by.  the 
holied  of  all ;  yet  thefe  two  natures  are  myderioudy 
united  in  one  perfon. 

The  third  and  lad  thing  prefigured  by  the  taberna¬ 
cle,  is  the  church,  that  holy  fociety  and  mydical  body 
of  Jefus  Chrid,  which,  in  feripture  dyle,  is  the  houfe 
and  temple  of  the  living  God,  in  which  he  dwells  and 
walks.  We  fhall  enumerate  fome  of  the  mod  glar¬ 
ing  parallels  between  them.  The  tabernacle  was 
planned  by  the  wifdom  of  God  himfelf,  who  conde¬ 
scended  to  adjud  the,  minuted  particulars,  as  the  loops, 
taches,  and  the  pins,  and  peremptorily  required,  that 
all  things  Ihould  be  done  according  to  the  original 
pattern.  And  who  knows  not,  that  all  things  in  the 
gofpel  church  are  planned  by  the  fame  unerring  wif¬ 
dom,  and  how  much  the  fovereign  Architect  has 
tedified  his  difpleafure  in  every  age  againd  the  inven¬ 
tions  of  men  in  things  pertaining  to  God  ?  “  All  that 
I  command  you,  that  dial!  ye  do  ;  ye  fhall  not  add, 
ye  fhall  not  diminifh.,,a  This  is  the  law,  this  is  the 
prophets,  and  this  is  the  doflripe  of  Chrid  and  his 
apodles.  The  tabernacle  was  executed  by  the  infpi- 
ration  of  the  Holy  Ghod,  who  reded  on  Bezaleel 
and  Aholiab,  to  fit  them  for  this  fervice,  without 
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whom  they  were  no  more  capable  of  it  than  other 
m^n.  It  was  the  fame  Spirit  that  defcended  on  the 
bleffed  apoftles,  the  wife  mafter-builders  of  the  gofpel 
church,  without  which  they  could  not  have  been 
qualified  for  their  honourable  work.  Yea,  it  is  the 
Holy  Ghofl,  who,  by  his  common  gifts,  makes  or¬ 
dinary  minifters  workmen  that  need  not  be  afhamed. 
The  tabernacle  was  compofed  of  very  different  mate¬ 
rials,  as  gold,  filver,  wood,  brafs,  fcarlet,  blue,  and 
purple  cloth,  fine  linen,  rams  fkins,  badgers  fkins, 
and  goats  hair  :  yet  all  thefe  different  materials,  com¬ 
bined  by  the  workman’*  fkiil,  conduced  each  in  their 
kind  to  the  beauty  and  perfection  of  the  ftru6ture  : 
and  the  gold  could  not  fay  to  the  brafs,  nor  the  fcar¬ 
let  to  the  goats  hair,  <£  I  have  no  need  of  you.,,a  So 
in  the  fpiritual  houfe,  the  materials  of  which  it  is 
compofed,  that  is  the  believers  in  Jefus  Chrift,  are 
men  of  divers  nations,  different  ftations  in  life,  unlike 
natural  tempers,  unequal  gifts  and  graces,  and  various 
minifters :  yet  being  fitly  framed  together  by  the 
operation, of  the  Holy  Ghofl,  they  grow  into  an  holy 
temple  in  the  Lord.  The  fymmetry  of  the  ancient 
tabernacle,  the  nice  conjunction  of  the  boards  by 
mortifes  and  bars,  and  of  the  curtains  by  loops  and 
taches,  was  not  fo  delightful  to  the  eye  of  the  body, 
as  it  is  pleafant  to  the  eye  of  the  mind  to  fee  brethren 
dwelling  together  in  unity,  perfectly  joined  together 
in  the  fame  mind,  and  in  the  fame  judgment,  and 
carefully  endeavouring  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit 
in  the  bond  of  peace.  The  tabernacle  was  covered 
with  many  coverings,  with  fine  twined  linen,  with 
blue,  purple,  and  fcarlet,  with  rams  fkins  died  red, 
with  goats  hair,  with  badgers  flans.  By  this  means 
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it  was  rendered  extremely  clofe,  and  finely  protected 
from  the  injuries  of  the  weather.  May  not  this  recal 
to  our  mind  the  ample  proteftion  and  fecurity  of  the 
gofpel-church  from  the  heat  of  God’s  anger,  and 
from  all  worldly  tribulations  under  the  rich,  the 
flrong,  and  the  broad  purple  covering  of  Immanuel’s 
righteoufnefs  ?  For  “  the  Lord  is  their  keeper  ;  the 
Lord  is  their  fhade  on  their  right  hand  :  the  fun  fliall 
not  finite  them  by  day,  nor  the  moon  by  night :  the 
Lord  will  preferve  them  from  all  evil ;  the  Lord  will 
preferve  their  foul.”a  The  tabernacle  was  ornamented 
with  gold  and  fiver,  and  curious  embroideries  ;  and 
though  without  it  was  not  inelegant,  it  was,  however, 
mod  magnificent  within.  Even  fo,  the  beauty  of  the 
gofpel  fandhiary  does  not  fo  much^  (Like  the  eye  of 
fenfe,  that  looks  at  the  outward  appearance,  as  it  is 
obvious  to  the  fpiritual  fight,  that  looks  at  unfeen 
things.  Would  you  difeern  the  true  glory  of  the 
fpoufe  of  Jefus  Chrifl,  look  not  at  her  face,  becaufe 
the  fun  hath  looked  upon  her :  but  the  king’s  daugh¬ 
ter  is  all  glorious  within.  The  tabernacle  was  anoint¬ 
ed  with  oil  when  Mofes  confecrated  it  ;  and  the 
church  has  an  un&ion  from  the  Holy  One.  The 
tabernacle  was  divided  into  feveral  partitions.  The 
outward  court  might  denote  the  vifible  church  ;  the 
holy  place  is  an  emblem  of  the  church  invifible ;  and 
the  holiefi:  of  all  reprefents  the  church  triumphant  in. 
glory,  to ,  which  nbne  are  admitted  but  the  royal 
priefihood.  By  baptifm  we  enter  into  the  firfi,  by 
regeneration  into  the  fecond,  and  by  death  into  the 
third.  O  death,  it  is  thine  to  pull  afide  the  vail  of 
mortality  that  interpofes  between  the  holy  and  the 
moft  holy  place  !  Happy  they,  who  ;enter  by  faith, 
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and-  not  by  a  vilible  proftffion  only,  into  his  fanitua- 
ry,  which  he  has  faotfified  for  evermore.  For  as 
there  was  no  poffihHity  of  coming  at  the  holieft  of  all, 

.  1  7,1, r'8  ^ough  the  holy  place ;  even  fo  it  is 
in):  oihoic,  if  we  are  not  now  partakers  of  his  huKnefs, 
to  be  ncreafter  /haters  of  his  glory* 


♦ 

III.  r he  Temple  of  Solomon. 

Second  and  lad  material  habitation  of  Jeho- 
v  ah  was  the  temple,  which  Solomon,  that  magnificent 
monarch,  reared  upon  the  hill  Moriah  in  Jerufalem, 
the.  metropolis  of  his  kingdom,  to  the  honour  of  the 
God  of  Ifiael.  The  plan  of  it  was  dilated  by  the 
Spirit  unto  his  rather  David,  who  was  prohibited, 
from  executing  it  himfelr,  becaufe  of  the  bloody  wars 
he  had  waged  in  the  courfe  of  his  life.  The  workmen 
were  partly  Israelites,  and  partly  Gentiles  of  Tyre. 
The  materials  were  the  bell:  trees,  the  mod  precious 
metals,  and  large  hewn  Hones,  prepared  and  fitted  for 
one  another  before  they  were  laid  upon  the  foundation, 
that  the  noile  of  axes  and  hammers  might  not  be 
heard  as  the  building  rofe.a  The  dru<5hire  itfelfwas 
ilxty  cubits  long,  twenty  broad,  and  thirty  cubits 
high  ;  and,  like  the  tabernacle,  confided  of  two  apart¬ 
ments,  the  holy,  and  the  mod  holy  place,  or  oracle. 
You  entered  this  temple  on  the  ead  by  a  dately  porchf 
which  was  higher  than  the  edifice  itfelf  by  ninety 
cubits,  and  may  be  confidered  as  the  deeple  of  that 
facred  palace.  The  length  of  this  porch  was  equal 
to  the  breadth  cf  the  principal  houd,  and  the  breadth 
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was  the  half  of  that  length;  Here  hood  the  two- 
famous  brazen  pillars,  whofe  names  were  jachln  and 
jBoaz ,  that  is , /lability  and  jhrength  though  they  were 
placed  there,  not  for  the  fupport  but  for  the  ornament 
of  the  houfe.  Two'open  courts  furrounded  the  whole 
fabric,  and  fide  chambers  were  built  round  about 
againft  the  wall.  A  row  of  narrow  windows  that 
hoped  within,  illuminated  the  dome.  The  ftrength 
and  beauty  of  God’s  fandtuary  were  the  main  things 
that  diftingui&ed  this  finifhed  piece  of  architecture  : 
for  the  dimen  lions  were  far  from  being  wide,  but  it 
was  fupported  by  a  ftrong  foundation  of  large  and. 
coftly  ftones,  and  ornamented  within  in  the  molt 
fplendid  manner,  with  planks  of  cedar,  plates  of  gold,, 
glittering  diamonds,  and  figures  of  palm-trees  and. 
cherubims.  This  was  that  holy  and  beautiful  houfe 
which  the  Chaldeans  were  permitted  to  demolifh  for 
the  firft  time,  and  the  Romans  for  the  fecond  time,  a 
thoufand  years  after  the  firft  foundation  was  laid. 
Seventeen  hundred  years  have  now  elapfed  fince  the 
final  defolation  of  this  folemn  temple,  which  never 
snore  fhall  rife  beneath  the  builder’s  hand :  for  it  is 
the  will  of  God,  that  in  every  place,  and  not  in  Jeru  ¬ 
salem  alone,  he  ftiould  be  worihipped  in  fpirit  and  in 
truth. 

As  the  temple  of  Solomon  was  built  for  the  fame 
end  with  the  tabernacle  of  Mofes,  without  all  doubt 
the  typical  meaning  of  the  one  and  the  other  was  alfo 
the  fame.  Was  the  tabernacle  a  figure  of  heaven,  of 
Chrift,  and  of  the  church  ?  So  alfo  was  the  temple  5 
it  was  a  figure  of  heaven,  the  glorious  habitation  of 
God  and  angels,  where  the  righteous — fiourifii  like  the 
palm-trees,  that  were  carved  on  the  walls — ferve  him 
continually,  like  the  priefts  that  entered  into  the  fanc- 
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tuary — and  go  no  more  out,  being  efiablilhed  forev¬ 
er  like  the  pillars  that  graced  the  porch  of  that  holy 
place.  And  as  the  Hones  which' Solomon' ufed  were 
all  hewn  and  prepared  before  they  were  brought 
there ;  fo  all  the  Hones  of  the  celeitial  houfe,  or  the 
members  of  the  triumphant  churc'h,  are  afore  prepar¬ 
ed  unto  glory.  Now  is  the  time  when  their  natural 
-fcoughhefs  and  afperity  is  taken  away  by  the  Iktfful  op¬ 
eration  of  the  divine  Spirit,  and  the  various  affii&ions 
of  this  life,  which  exercife  them  in  this  vale  of  tears, 
that  they  may  red  forever  and  ever  in  the  calm  regions 
of  everlaHing  peace,  where  no  jarring  found  is  heard, 
any  more  than  there  was  of  axes  and  hammers  in  the 
building  of  the  temple.  It  was  alfo  a  figure  of  the 
humanity  of  the  Mefiiah,  who  fpake.of  the  temple  of 
his  body,  when  he  faid,  “  Defiroy  this. temple,  and 
in  three  days.  I  will  raife  it  up.,,a  But,  without  refu¬ 
ming  what  has  been  already  hinted  on  this  head,  let  us 
only  further  obferve,  that  the  temple  was  equally  as 
the  tabernacle,  a  figure  of  that  holy  fociety  the  church,- 
which  is  his  body,  whether  we  confider  the  plan,  the 
materials,  the  workmen,  or  the  building  itfelf. 

The  plan  of  the  temple  was  designed  by  God  no 
lefs  than  that  of  the  tabernacle.  Nor  could  any 
wifdom  inferior  to  divine  have  adjuHed  the  model  of 
the  fpiritual  houfe,  which  the  angels  themfelves  ad¬ 
mire.  The  materials  were  prepared,  and  the  Hones 
fitted  to  one  another,  before  they  were  compared 
together,  fo  that  noify  tools  were  wholly  unnecefiary 
as  the  building  arofe.  An  exprellive  emblem  this,  of 
that  peaceful  harmony  which  ought  to  reign  among 
the  builders  of  the  church,  as  they  carry  on  this  holy 
work,  aad  which  would  be  eafily  attained,  if  none 
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but  polifhed  lively  ftones*  as  perforis  duly  qualified, 
were  admitted  to  become  a  part  of  the  fabric.  I  he 
workmen  Were  Gentiles  of  Tyre,  as  wen  as  Ifraelites. 
Was  not  this  a  prelude  of  the  future  vocation  of  the 
Gentiles,  that  even  the  fons  of  the  tfrangers,  and  of 
ehofe  that  are  afar  off,  faould  bear  a  part  in  building 
the  wads  of  the  gofpel  church. 

Cnfafly  let  us  cordkler  the  building  itfelf  It  was 
fupported  by  a  (bong  foundation.  What  faould  this 
be  in  the  antitype  but  Jefus  Chrid,  the  foundation 
which  God  hath  laid  in  Zion,  on  which  all  the  apof* 
ties  and  prophets  have  built  themfelves  and  others 
from  the  beginning  of  the  world,  and  to  which  alone 
the  church  is  indebted  for  that  unshaken  liability 
which  laughs  at  all  oppofition?  It  was  illuminated 
with  many  windows*  -  For  the  church  is  a  hghtfome 
fioufe,  in  which  the  true  light  fames*-  It  was  fur- 
rounded  with  fide  chambers-  Emblems  perhaps  ot 
the. different  vifible  churches,  which  belong  to  the 
fame  univerftl  body.  It  was  adorned  with  gold  and 
cedar,  and  its  very  floor  was  crulled  i  With  the  mod 
precious  metal.  •  This  may  remind  us  of  the  invifible 
glory  of  the  church,  where  the  meanefl 'office  is. hon¬ 
ourable,  and  the  meanell  member  excellent.  If 'was 
graved  with  cherubims  and  palm  trees.  This  may 
denote  the  -mini-dry  of  angels  in  the  church,  and  the 
eternal  verdure  of  all  that  are  planted  in  the  houfe  ot 
the  Lord.  It  was  fronted  with  pillars ;  though  ill, 
alas!  did  they  anfwer  their  name.  Where  was  their 
(lability,  where,  was  their  flrength,  when  the  Chalde¬ 
ans  carried  them  away  ?  But  though  the  pillars  of 
heaven  tremble,  the  pillars  of  the  church  fnJi  Hand  y 
and  thus  the  gracious  promife  runs  to  every  the  mean- 
eft  .believer ;  ie  Jiini  that  overcorneth,  I  will  make 
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him  a  pillar  in  the  temple  of  my  God,  and  he  (hall 
go  no  more  out.”*  It  was  inhabited  by  the  Dei* 
and  a  houfe  of  prayer  for  all  people.  So  in  the  chur L 
are  the  vifible  tokens  of  die  divine  prefence,  and  holi- 
nets  becomes  it  forever.  It  was  replenifhed  with 
co%  furniture.  And  in  Chrhfc  Jefus,  the  gofpei 
church  really ,  poffeffes  all  the  holy  utenfils  of  the 
ancient  temple.  But.  this  mull  be  more  largely 


-dared. 


First — The  Ordinance  of  the  Ark  and 

Mercy  Seat.  • 


W  HER 


R.E  fhould  we  begis,  in  enumerating  the 
holy  utenfils:  and  furniture  of  the  tabernacle  and  tem¬ 
ple,  ^but  with  the  facred  ched,  commonly  called  the 
arhp  fometimes  the  ark  of  his  jlrengthf  the  ark  of  the 
covenant ,d  the  ark  of  the  tejllmonyp  and  the  ark  whofe 
name  is  called  by  the  name  of  the  God  of  Ifrael  Weil 
may  we  edeem  it  the  heart  of  the  worldly  fandluauy. 
It  was  the  fird  holy  implement  the  infpired  artid 
Bezaieel  formed,  and  redded  in  the  mod  venera¬ 
ble  apartment  of  the  holy  places  made  with  hands. 
Its  dimenfions  were  fmatl,  but  its  materials  were 
rich  and  magnificent.  It  was  made  of  the  bed  cedar* 
or  (hittim-wood,  and  overlaid  with  pure  gold  both 
within  and  without.  It  was  edged  roundwith  a  bor¬ 
der  or  coronet,  and  covered  above  with  a  lid  of  the 
fame  precious  metal,  called  the  mercy  fat.  For  the 
convenience  of  carriage  from  place  to  place,  in  the 

ambulatoiy 
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ambulatory  (late  of  their  commonwealth,  there  were 
fattened  to  its  four  corners  fo  many  golden  rings,  into 
which  they  put  ttaves  of  fhitttm-wood,  overlaid  with 
gold,  that  were  never  taken  out,  but  (uttered  to 
remain  even  after  the  ark  retted  in  the  temple,  and 
ceafed  to  be  a  burden  to  the  (houlders  of  the  Levites. 
Within  this  fpleudid  chett  were  deposited  the  two 
tables  of  ttone  that  were  hewed  by  Moles,  and  inferi* 
bed  with  the  finger  of  God,  after  the  fii  tt  were  broken*. 
Before  it  (as  is  mod  probable)  were  laid  up  the  mi¬ 
raculous  bread,  that  was  preferved  in  a  pot,  and  the 
miraculous  rod  of  Aaron,  that  bloflbmed  and  brought., 
forth  fruit.  The  firtt  was  a  (landing  memorial  of  the 
choice  regard  of  Heaven  to  the  whole  nation  of  Kraei 
and  the  lafl  was  a  perpetual  fign  of  his  favour  to  the. 
priettly  tribe  of  Levi,,  and  family  cf  Aaron.  Above 
it  two  cherubims  of  beaten  gold,  arifing  out  ot  die  two 
§nds  of  the  mercy-feat,  and  looking  towards  it  and 
one  another,  ttretched  out  their  wings.  Be  fide  s  thefe. 
fmall  cherubims,  there  were  other  two  of  gigantic, 
ttature,  which  Solomon  reared  up  in  the  mott  holy 
place  of  the  temple.  But  their  precife  ttiape  is  per- 
‘  haps  impoffible  by  us,  at  this  diftance  of  time,  certainly, 
to  be  defined.  This  was  that  venerable  utenfil  which 
it  was  death  to  touch  or  look  into,  unlefs  by  the  per- 
Tons  appointed  for  that  purpofe.  The  hidden  fate  of 
Uzzah,  and  the  feveve  correction  of  the  men  of  Beth— 
ihemefn,  are  dreadful  inttances  of  its  vengeance.. 
When  Ifr'ael  marched  through  the  wildernefs,  the 
ark  is  faid  to  have  gone  before,  and  explored  a  place 
■  of  rett  for  the  congregation.  The  parted  wave  of 
Jordan,  and  the  falling  walls  of  Jericho,  eonfefibd  its 
power.  Once  it  was  a  prifoner  in  a  Heathen  terrw 

pk  j  but,  Palettiae,  (hert  was  your  yiftory,  fmall  was- 
,  ‘  your 
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your  caufe  oftriumph  f  Soon  were  the  proud  enemies 
obliged  to  refund  their  fpoil,  and  Dagon  could  neither 
defend  himfeif  nor  his  worlhippers  from  perpetual  in* 
ferny.  Once  it  bklied  the  houfe  of  Obed  edom. 
d5ut  at  I  alt,  after  many  removals,  the  fylendid  temple 
or  oo.omGn  received  it  for  feveral  ages :  where,  as  is 
mod  likely,  it  perifhed  in  the  common  ruin  of  that 
holy  and  beautiful  houfe.  But  the  fubjeft';  of  our 
prefent  inquiry,  is  the  mydic  fignibcation  ofthat  facred 
sndramenv  for-  the  reception  of  which,  both  the  taber- 
fiacle  was  reared  up,  and  the  temple  built*.. 

And,  fird,  it  was  a-  vifible  reptefentatiorr  of  the 
throne  of  Jehovah,  the  King-of  Jffael,f  vvhofe  royal 
palace  was  the  temple.  The  lav/, in  the  midd  of  the 
ark,  on  which  he  fat,  fgni^ed  the  equity  of  his  gov¬ 
ernment,  or  that  judice  and  judgment  are  the  habita¬ 
tion  of  his  throne*.  The  cherubims  at  both  ends  of 
the  mercy-feat,  were  doubtlefs  emblematical  figures 
of  the  ble/Ted  eletft  angels  that'  furround  Ins  throne, 
and  fly  fwiftly  to  execute  his  high  commands.  The 
gold  of  which  they  were  framed,  may  fignifythe  pu¬ 
rity  of  their  e/Fence.  The  number  two,  may  perhaps 
denote  the  perfe<d  harmony*  and  mutual  love  of  the 
innumerable  company  of  angels.  The  petition  of  their 
faces  towards  each  other,  .may  intimate  the  fame  thing.. 

^  he  adoring  attitude  of  their  bodies*  may  repreient 
the  profound  veneration  they. have  for  their  eternal 
Sovereign.  And  their  flying  podure  (for  their  wings 
were  expanded,  and  touched  one  another)  did  furefy 
indicate  the  expeditious  alacrity  with  which  they  fuk 
fd  the  heavenly  commiflions. 

It  was  alfo  a  repofitory  for  the  tables  of  the  law, 
which  were  the  inbrument  of  that  folemn  covenant 
made  betwixt  God 'and  that  peculiar  people^  (an  em¬ 
blem 
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blem  of  the  covenant  of  Adam)  and  hei\ce  it  was  a 
perpetual  pledge  of  the  diVine  favour  and  protection 
to  their  nation,  if  they  fulfilled  their  obligations  to 
King  of  heaven;  and  a  witnefs  again  ft  them  it  they 
(hould  prove  unfaithful.  The  gold  and  cedar  was  a 
fit  emblem  of  the  invaluable  •worth,  the  (potlets  puri¬ 
ty  and  the  perpetual  duration  of  the  incioled  aw. 

In  imitation  of  this  ordinance  of  the  God  cf  Jacob,  the 
facred  chefts  of  the  heathen  feem  to  have  been  invent¬ 
ed,  to  contain  the  holy  books  or  myfteries  of  their  fu- 

perftition.  r 

But  especially*  It  may  be  confident  as  a  figure  ot 

Jefus  Chi  ill,  -the  pronrnfe.d  Metnas,  whom  all  the  hoiy 
things  feem  to  have  pointed  out  with  one  content. 
There  will  appear  to  be  no  contemptible  hkenefs  be¬ 
twixt  him  and  this  moll  holy  veffd,  if  we  attend  un¬ 
to  the  following  things  :  the  materials  of  which  it  was 
framed  ;  the  depofitum  which  it  contained  ;  its  orna¬ 
ments  j  its  ufes  ;  its  virtues;  and,  iaftiy,  its  remo¬ 
vals  from  one  place  to  another,  till  it  refted  in  die 

*  temple. 

The  materials  of  the  ark  were  cedar  and  gold.  What 
hinders  us  from  this  to  think  upon  the  conftitution  of 
his  wonderful  perfon,  whofe  humanity  is  like  the  ce~ 
*dar,  the  fruit  of  the  earth,  but  not  fubjedl  to  corrup¬ 
tion  ;  and  his  divinity,  like  the  gold  in  the  ark,  em- 
bofoms  his  human  nature,  ennobles,  but  is  not  blend- 
ed  with  it?  The  depofitum  it  contained  was  the  fee- 
ond  tables  of  the  law  ;  for  the  firft  tables  were  brok¬ 
en  before.  In  Jefus  Chrift  we  may  fee  that  law 
which  wre  had  broke  preferved  inviolate,  and  perfe<5lly 
fulfilled  in  the  immaculate  obedience  of  his  holy  lifes 
whQ  fays  of  hfmfelf,  “  I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  O 
'  •  .  God* 
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God,  thy  law  is  within  my.  heart.”3 

menf«5  .k^  k _ t  r  1  .  * 
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nients  were  the  border  of  gold  refembiing  a  crown 
vwich  reminds  us  of  the  Meffiah’s  regal  dignity?  th, 
iherubiras  of  glory,  which  fignified,  fav  feme  the 
wo  natures  of  that  glorious  Perfon  who  wits  fignified 

Sd  chWh?e  %  Others,  thf \Z 

d  church  of  Jews  and  Gentiles  :  but  rath 
*[  the^  were  emblems  of  the  angeis,  thefe  bright  and 

PaTbv  T reftUrl’  oh°  are  fl,PP°rted  in  their  happy 
fate  by  Jelus  Chnft,  as  the  cherubims  were  by  die 

ledenmf  °  T  t0  ^  iW°  Ule  »f  man’s 

i  demption  and  pry  into  it  with  the  moft  unwearied 

a  tention,  the  molt  fublime  fatisfafh'on,  the  higheft 

are^hni^lf  pro&undeft  adoration;  and  who 
are  an  mmiftering  Jpirits,  afeending  and  defending  up- 

on  the  Son  of  Mam  Ths'ufe,  of  the  ark.  were  varied 

a«d  important.  Here  God  was  enthroned.  So  God 

^  reconciIing  the  world  unto*  himfelf. 
xlere  ihe  law  wa&cpyered  from  all  eyes.  So  Telus 

n  ’  °ur  true  Propidary,  interpofes  himfelf  betwixt 

*S  ft-,,?  con^mnin£  ]aw  which  never  fails  to  cu/fe 
and  khl  all  who  prefume  to  meddle  with  it,  but  as  fulfil¬ 
led  m  him  ;  for  when  the  commandment  comes  without 
him  who  fulfilled  it,  fin  will  revive,  and,  like  the  men  of 
et  lfhemelh,  we-  will  die.  Here  oracles  were  given, 
and  “  Here,  ’  faid  God  to  Mofes,  “  will  I  meet  with 
thee,  and,  commune  with  thee,  from  between  the  cher¬ 
ubim  before  the  mercy-feat,  upon  the  ark  of  the  tefti- 
znony.”b  So  Chrift  is  the  meeting  place  of  God  with 
man,  in  whom  he  drgns  to,  reveal  his  gracious  will 
and  pleafure  to  the  fallen  creature:  hence  he  is  call¬ 
ed  “  the  Word  of  God  and  is  laid  to  declare 
God  the  rather,  who  never  was,  and  can  never  be 

feea* 
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-feen  by  any  man.  And,  ladly,  here  prayers  were 
prefented,  and  offerings  were  accepted  ;  for  the  moll 
holy  Ifraelite  durd  not  approach  the  prefence  of  Je- 
hOvah,  but  as  he  fat  upon  the  mercy-feat  fprinkled 
with  blood.  Nor  could  the  holied  Chridian  prefume 
‘to  hope  for  the  acceptance  of  his  bed  duties,  were  it 
•not  for  the  mercy  of  God  in  Chrid  Jefus.  The  vir¬ 
tues  of  the  ark  are  fuch  as  theie.  It  fearched  out  a 
Telling-place  for  Ifrael  in  the  wildernefs.  So  Chrid 
is  to  his  people  the  breaker  of  their  way,  who  goes 
before  them,  gives  them  reft,  and  prepares  for 
them  a  place.  It  opened  a  paflage  for  the  ranfomed 
tribes  through. the  river  Jordan.  O  Jefus,  by  thee 
we  fafely  pafs  through  the  Jordan  of  death,  and  havfe 
abundant  entrance  minidered  into  the  heavenly  king¬ 
dom,  becaufe  thefe  waters  fhali  not  overflow  them 
who  have  his  prefence  with  them,  according  to  his 
promife  !  It  overturned  the  walls  of  Jericho,  when 
carried  round  them  feven  days.  So  fhali  the  walls  of 
Babylon  fall,  and  every  high  thing  that  exalts  itfelf 
againfl  God  be  call  down,  by  the  preaching  of  his 
gofpel,  who  is  the  power  of  God,  and  wifdom  of 
God.  It  overthrew  Dagon  of  the  Philiflines  in  his 
own.  temple,  maimed  his  brute-image,  and  utterly  aboi- 
ilhed  that  mondrous  idol,  So  {ball  he  that  fits  in  the 
temple  of  God,  and  fbews  himfelf  that  he  is  God,  be 
dedroyed  by  the  fpirit  of  his  mouth,  and  hrightnefs 
of  his  coming.  It  fan&ified  the  places  to  which  it 
came,  in  the  opinion  of  Solomon  himfelf  ;  and  bled-, 
ed  the  houfe  of  Obed-edom,  where  it  tranfiently  re¬ 
dded.  It  is  the  prefence  of  Chrid  that  makes  us  ho¬ 
ly  and  happy  ;  and  in  him  we  are  bleffed  with  every 
fpiritual  blefling.  The  removals  of  the  ark  from 
place  to  place  in  the  wildernefs,  and  in  Canaan,  till  it 

reded 
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.'c'ftea  in  the  temple,  fhall  we  fa y,  bear  Tome  faint  refem- 
Kiance  to  the  humbled  Redeemer,  going  about  doing 
good  while  he  was  upon  the  earth,  until  the  everlading 
doors  of  heaven  were  opened  to  receive  him  ?  Or* 
was  the  bearing  of  the  ark  about  upon  the  dioulders 
of  the  Levites,  a  figure  of  the  minifters  of  Quid 
bearing  his  name  among  the  Gentiles,  in  all  the  corners 
of  the  world  ?  The  haves  remained  always  in  the  ark  ; 
perhaps  to  intimate,  that  no  place  or  nation  h  abfo- 
luteiy  fecure  againd  his  departure  from  them,  who 
ha\e  no  fuitabJe  efleem  for  his  gracious  prefence  with 
them,  in  the  difpenfation  of  the  eternal  word. 

It  is  long  fince  the  Babylonians  dedroyed  this  glo¬ 
ry  of  Ifrael  ;  but  we  have  an  ark  whereunto  they  have 
no  right  to  approach  who  ferve  the  tabernacle.  John 
faw  it  in  the  heavenly  temple.  The  Old  Tedament 
ark,  like  the  covenant  it  confirmed,  is  vanilhed  away. 
But  the  New  Tedament  Ark,  in  whom  the  new  cov¬ 
enant  Hands  fad,  fhall  abide  forever  in  the  prefence  of 
Jehovah.  Nor  is  it  death  for  any  to  look  into  this 
ark  ;  for  the  Word  of  life  was  looked  upon  with  the 
eyes,  and  handled  with  the  hands  of  men.  Let  it  be 
our  one  and  chief  defire,  that  all  the  days  of  our  life 
we  may  abide  in  his  houfe,  behold  his  beauty,  and 
inquire  in  his  temple. 

« -  0®KS>®>®«>0  — 

Secondly — The  Ordinance  of  the  Golden 

Table. 

1  HE  table  of  the  fhew-bread  was  a  principal  part 
of  the  apparatus  of  the  middle  court  or  fan&uary,  and 
a  piece  of  very  nice  and  codly  workmanfhip.  Like 

the 
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the  ark,  it  was  made  of  gold  and  cedar,  ornamented 
with  a  golden  border  and  crown*  furnifhed  with  gold*- 
en  rings  for  carriage,  and  with  golden  difhes  and 
other  neceffary  utenfils.  On  this  pure  table  were  laid 
twelve  loaves,  according  to  the  number  of  the  tribes. 
They  were  made  of  fine  flour,  and  piled  up  in  two 
rows,  crowned  with  frankincenfe.  Thus  they  flood 
continually  before  the  Lord,  but  Were  renewed  every 
Sabbath  morning  ;  and  the  dale  bread  Was  to  be  eat¬ 
en  by  noneLut  the  priefts  in  the  holy  place. 

As  to  the  meaning  of  this  fervice,  perhaps  it  was  a. 
continual  thank-offering*  whereby  the  Ifraelites  tefli- 
fied  their  gratitude  for  the  fine  wheat  of  Canaan. 
But  it  feems  likewife  no  contemptible  figure  of  Chrifl 
Jefus,  both  perfbnal  and  myflical ;  which  is  to  be 
now  declared. 

And,  firfl,  it  feems  to  reprefent  Chrifl  Jefus  him- 
felf.  It  was  a  golden  table,  to  denote  his  moft  inval¬ 
uable  worth,  who  is  precious  to  them  that  believe. 
It  was  a  crowned  table,  to  fignify  his  royal  dignity* 
and  the  royal  dainties  wherewith  he  feeds  his  people* 
who  eat  the  bread  of  the  mighty.  It  was  a  movea¬ 
ble  table  :  for  the  difpenfation  of  his  gofpel  is  not  con¬ 
fined  to  any  particular  fpo't  of  earth,  but  has  been  fre*> 
quently  removed  from  one  place  to  another.  It  was 
a  furnifhed  table,  furnifhed  both  with  provifions  and 
veflels.  In  Chrifl  we  have  all  things  pertaining  to 
this  life  and  godlinefs  ;  for  u  it  hath  pleafed  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  that  in  him  all  fulnefs  fhould  dwell. ”a 

But  let  us  confider  the  provifion  wherewith  this  ta¬ 
ble  was  loaded,  and  we  fhall  fee  how  fitly  it  quadrates’ 

to  Jefus  Chrifl. - It  was  covered  with  loaves  of 

bread.  What  bread  is  to  the  body,  that  Chrifl  is  to 
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tne  foul  5  that  is,  the  flaff  of  life.  Lrke  bread,  he  is 
of  the  mod  univerfal  ufe,  of' the  mod  abfolute  necefli- 
ty,  and  prepared  for  our  fpiritual  food  by  various  fuf- 
ferings,  as  bread-corn  is  bruifed.—— -The  loaves  were 
fine  flour.  Jefus  Chriff  is  the  finefi  of  the  wheat,  in 
whom  there  was  found  no  bran  of  finful  corruption* 
being  holy,  harmlefs,  undefiled,  and  feparated  from 

fmners.— - They  were  twelve  in  number,  for  every 

tribe  a  loaf.  There  is  enough  in  Chriff  to  fupply  the 
wants  of  his  people,  who  may  fay,  “  Out  of  his  fulnefs 

have  we  all  received.”3 - They  were  continually 

prefent  before  the  Lord.  Jefus  Chrifl  is  the  Angel 
of  his  prefence,  who  appears  before  the  Lord  contin¬ 
ually  as  the  reprefentative  of  Ifrael.— — — They  were 
crowned  with  frankincenfe.  This  is  an  emblem  of 
the  acceptablenefs  of  his  facrifice  and  interceflion,  or 

of  their  fweet-fmelling  favour  unto  God. - They 

were  renewed  every  Sabbath  morning  by  the  priefls. 
So  the  do&rine  of  Jefus  Chrifl,  or  the  fpiritual  provi¬ 
sion  exhibited  on  the  table  of  the  gofpel,  in  order  that 
it  may  prove  always  palatable  to  the  hearers,  the  min- 
ifters  of  the  word  ought,  as  the  legal  priefls,  to  renew 
it  every  Sabbath  ;  not  indeed  by  preaching  novel  doc¬ 
trines,  but  by  cloathing  old  truths  in  a  new  drefs,  or, 
tb  ufe  the  expreflion  of  our  Lord,  “  bringing  out  of 
their  treafury  things  new  and  old.”5  By  this  means 
the  attention  will  be  fed,  wearinefs  relieved,  and  ap¬ 
petite  increafed. - They  were  eaten  by  the  priefls 

in  the  holy  place,  after  they  were  removed  from  the 
prefence-table.  So  Chriff  the  bread  of  God  muff  be 
eaten,  that  is,  believed  in,  that  we  may  receive  from 
him  both  life  and  flrength.  The  miniflers  of  the 
gofpel  muff  feed  on  that  fame  Chriff  whom  they  ex¬ 
hibit 
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Kbit  unto  others  ;  and  all  the  faints  are  that  royal 
priedhood,  whole  privilege  it  is  to  eat  this  bread  of 
God.  And  if  others  are  admitted  to  the  mod  holy 
ordinances,  the  table  of  the  Lord  is  contemptible  in¬ 
deed.  I  (hall  only  add,  that  unlefs  this  heavenly  bread 
had  been  firft  prefented'  unto  the  Lord,  he  would 
not  been  prefented  to  men  as  food  to  the  hungry  foul.. 

Let  us  now  conlider  the  fhew-bread  as  an  emblem' 
of  the  church  which  is  his  body,  of  which  it  is  faid, 
“We  being  many,  are  one  bread. ,7a  Indeed  the 
number  of  the  loaves  correfponding  to  the  number  of 
the  tribes,  did  certainly  intimate,  that  they  reprefent- 
ed  the  Ifrael  of  God.  Chrid  is  that  corn  of  wheat 
which  fell  into  the  ground  and  died,  that  he  might 
not  abide  alone  ;  and  from  him  believers  grow  as  their 
parent  root.  Chrid  is  that  golden  table  that  continu¬ 
ally  fupports  and  prefents  them  before  the  Lord. 
They  were  crowned  with  frankincenfe  :  for  their 
prayers  are  directed  to  God  as  incenfe  ;  and  the  inter- 
ctilion  of  Jefus  Chrift  perfumes  at  once  their  perfons 
and  works,  as  with  all  the  powders  of  the  merchant. 
They  were  difpofed  in  two  regular  rows  ;  which  may 
denote  the  comely  order  of  the  churches.  They 
were  renewed  every  week  ;  lo  one  generation  of  ChriE 
tians  fucceeds  another.  Or  perhaps  we  may  take  oc- 
cafion  to  think,  how  didadeful  unto  God  are  dale  and 
mouldy  profeffors,  who  have  left  their  fird  love,  and 
are  like  Ephraim,  as  cakes  not  turned.  They  were, 
Ja-dly,  to  be  eaten  by  the  prieds.  May  we  be  allowed 
thus  to  allegorize  this  lad  particular  ?  When  the  faith¬ 
ful  have  ferved  their  generation,  and  are  removed  from 
further  ufefulriefs  in. this  world,  they  are  not  rejedfed 
as  ufelefs  altogether,  but  they  become  the  inheritance 
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of  jefus  Chrifl,  the  true  pried: ;  as  the  old.  bread  was 
pot#caft  away,  but  fed  upon  by  the  typical  priedhgod 
in  the  holy  place. 


Thirdly— ^-The  Ordinance  of  the  Golden 

Candlestick. 

Over  again  d  the  table  there  was  a  golden  candle^ 
dick  fet  on  tne  north  hde,  that  the  fandtuary  might 
never  be  dark.  It  confided  of  a  large  ltalk  with  fix 
branches,  and  every  branch  was  in  three  different  pla** 
ces  adorned  with  a  bowl  like  an  almond,  a  knop,  and 
a  dower.  The  tongs  and  fnuff-difhes  were  pure  gold, 
as  the  candledick  itfelf.  At  the  extremities  of  the 
dab:  and  branches  were  feven  lamps,  which  were  fed 
with  pure  olive  oil,  and  lighted  every  evening  by  the 
prieds,  who  burned  incenfe  at  the  fame  time. 

Was  not  this  an  emblem  of  the  true  light  that  light** 
eth  every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world  ?  Not  only 
is  jelus  Chrid,  in  many  texts  of  fcripture,  refen\bled 
unto  the  light  of  the  lun,  but  it  is  faid  in  one  place, 
“  Thou  art  my  lamp,  O  Lord,  and  the  Lord  will  en¬ 
lighten  my  darknefs.”a  The  pure  beaten  gold  cf  this 
candledick  may  denote  the  fpotlefs  holinefs,  and  the 
invaluable  worth  of  Jefus,  who  was  beaten,  if  we  may 
fo  fpeak,  with  the  hammer  of  adverfity,  and  made  per* 
through  fullering.  The  oil  that  nourished  the 
lamps,  is  an  emblem  of  the  Holy  Ghod,  that  anointed 
him  to  preach  glad  tidings  to  the  meek.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  the  lamps,  which  was  feven,  imports  the  per¬ 
fection 
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feaion  of  his  light.  The  fanduary  where  they  fhone,. 
is  the  church  ;  and  the  priefts  that  trimmed  them,  are 
the  minifters  of  the  gofpel,  whole  offices  to  elucidate 
the  myftery  of  Chrift.  The  light  which  was  Ihed  all 
around  from  this  candleftick,  may  reprefent  the  light 
of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God,  in  the  face  of 
Tefus,  which  fhines- into  the  hearts  o.  all  the  royal 
priefthood;  or  the  light  of  the  fcriptur.es,  which  are 
the  rays  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  to  which  we  do  well  to 
take  heed,  as  to  a  light  that  fhineth  in  a  dark  place. 

That  the  golden .  candleftick,  was  alio  a  figure  ot 
the  church,  will  appear  very  probable,  when  we  con- 
fider,  that  Zacharias,-  an  Old  Teftament  prophet,, 
faw,  in  the  vifions  of  God,  as  her  emblem,  a  go  en 
candleftick,  fupplied  with  golden  oil  from  two  olive 
trees  ;  and  John,  a  New  Tehament  apodle,  when  he 
was  in  the  Spirit,  beheld  our  great  High  Pneit  in  la- 
cerdotal  robes,  walking  in  the  midft  of  the  feven  gold¬ 
en  candlefticks,  which  were  the  feven  Afian  church¬ 
es.  But  let  us,  for  further  proof,  obferve  the  hkenels 
of  this  l'acred  utenfil  to.  the  whole  and  every  pjirticu- 

lar  church.  . 

We  {hall,  fird,  confider  the  candleftrck  itielf.  Its 

nfe  was  to  receive  the  materials  of  the  light,  and  then 
to  fpread  it  abroad.  Even  fo  the  church  receives  the 
truth  in  the  fird  place  ;  and  then  holds  it  forth,  by 
purity  of  do&rine,  and  fan&ity  of  life. 

Its  matter  was  pure  and  beaten  gold.  The  church 
may  be  a  lamp  deipifed  in  the  thoughts  of  woildly 
men,  and  edeemed  as  an  earthen  pitcher  ;  yet  m  the 
eyes  of  the  Lord  (lie  is  comparable  to  fine  gold.  Q 
how  the  gold  becomes  dim  in  the  prefence  of  faith 
and  holinefs  !  She  is  pure  gold,  being  purged  from 
thedrofs  of  reigning  corruption,  by,  the  blood,  by  the 

X  2  Spirit, 
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Sr’h^  bythf  'V°rd  °f  ChrifL  She  “beaten 

Bv  Lf  8  lWtX.  °f  the  afH!aions  of  gofpel. 
Y,  fe  me*ns  fhe  1S  a  veflel  made  meet  for  the  Maf- 

•  es  united  l  "  ^  “  WaS  dlvided  into  fix  branch. 

’  united  by  one  common  rtalk.  This  fionifies  the 

coamion  of  all  true  churches  and  found  believers  into 
one  great  fociety,  which  is  founded  upon  their  com¬ 
mon  relation  to  Jefus  Chrift,  the  centre  of  union. 

.  ornaments  of  almonos,  knops,  and  flowers,  which 
decorated  ad  the  branches,  may  denote  the  various 
6i  is  and  graces  with  which  every  church  (hould  be 
adorned,  that  file  may. with  greater  dignity  hold  forth 
wo,  oi  life.  1  he  tongs  and  fnuffdilhes  Were 
not  more  necelfary  appendages  to  the  golden  candle- 
’  than  church  cenfures,  and  brotherly  admoni- 
tions  are  to  every  fociety  of  Chriftians.  By  means 
n  in  It  mm  ents  the  lamps  burned  clear,  and  the 

Tr  ofrt  ,  hojy  P]ace  was  not  tullied.  So  the  difci- 
p  Hie  oi  tie  church  is  an  excellent  mean  to  preferve 
the  lamp  of  goipel-light  from  dimnefs,  and  the  temple 
ot  the  Lord  from  defilement,  by  the  fuperfluity  of 
naughtine/L  The  oil  burning  in  the  feven  lamps  of 
t-e  candiefnck,  is  an  emblem  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in 
his  various  gift's*  who  refides  in  the  church  ;  is  com- 

ifrV  °^’  anc^  Ul?t0  ^re  5  ar|d  of  whom  the  apof- 
tie  John  (peaks  in  this  enigmatical  manner,  when  he 
law  the  Vihons  of  the  Almighty,  “And  there  were 
ieven  lamps  of  fire  burning  before  the  throne,  which 

^re  the  .even. fpirits  of  God.”*  So  -much  for  the  can-  ’ 
dleftick  itfelf.  '  ;y  ’ 

i-et  us  now  glance  at  the  mini  Ary  of  the  priefts 
about  this  holy  .veffel.  They  were  to  fupply  it  with- 
Liim  the  lamps,  and  light  them  every  evening. 
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and  to  burn  incenfe  at  the  fame  time.  Might  not 
this  lignify  the  watchful  care  of  the  Minifter  of  the 
fan&uary  and  true  tabernacle,  who  walks  in  the  midft 
of  the  feven  golden  candlefticks,  imparts  unto  them 
all  neceffary  fupplies  of  the  heavenly  undtion,  quench-, 
es  not  the  fmoaking  flax,  but  flrengthens  the  things 
that  remain,  and  are  ready  to  die ;  while  at  the  fame 
time  he  offers  unto  God  the  grateful  incenfe  of  his . 
prevalent  interceffion  in  their  behalf  ?  And  may  it  not . 
further  adumbrate  the  duty  and  office  of  all  the  minifters .? 
of  the  gofpel,  who,  in  the  evening  of  the  world,  are 
to  light  the  lamp  ordained  for  God’s  Anointed  ? 
“  They  fhall  teach  Jacob  thy  judgments,  O  Lord, 
and  Ifrael  thy  law  :  they  (hall  put  incenfe  before  thee  ; 
and  whole  burnt  offerings  upon  thine  altar.”3  It  is, 
their  province,  while  they  direft  unto  God  the  incenfe : 
of  fervent  prayer,  to  make  their  lamps  burn  clear,  by. 
fupplying  them  with  the  oil  of  pure  doeftrine,  and:; 
trimming  them  with  the  tongs  of  wholefome  difeipline, 
and  falutary  admonition.  “  For  Sion’s  fake  let  them  , 
not  hold  their  peace,  and  for  Jerufalem’s  fake  let  them,, 
not  reft,  till  the  righteoufnefs  thereof  go  forth  as  bright-  _ 
nefs,  and,  the  falvation  thereof  as  a  lamp  that  burn*. 
eth.”b< 


•  —  O  O.— • 
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Altar,  . 


iN  the  inner  part  of  the  fan<ftuary,  there  ftood  a  four 
fquare  altar  of  fhittim-wood,  overlaid  with  gold.  It 
was  encompaffed  with  a  golden  crown,  furniffied  with  , 

go  Idea  • 
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golden  rings  for  carriage,  like  the  ark  and  table  of 
fhew-bread,  and  graced  with  four  golden  horns  at  its 
four  corners..  To  this  fec-ret  altar  none  but  the 
pneds  were  to  approach ;  not  to  offer  propitiatory 
facrifices,  as  upon  the  altar  of  burnt  offerings,  but  to 
burn  incenfe  of  fweet  fpices  morning  and  evening  be¬ 
fore  the  Lord.  The  confection  of  this  facred  per¬ 
fume  is  minutely  prefcribed,  with  a  driCt  prohibition 
of  imitating  it  for  any  other  ufe.  It  was  a  figure  of 
the  intercefiion  of  the  great  High  Pried  before  the 
throne,  as  the  altar  of  burnt- offerings  was  a  figure  of 
his  fatisfactory  oblation  upon  the  earth.  Let  us“fird 
attend  unto  the  altar,  and.  next  unto  the  incenfe. 

The  altar  itfelf  was,  fird,  a  golden  crowned  altar  ; 
which  fignifies  the  glorious  dignity  of  the  royal  Inter- 
ceffor,  who  is- a  Pried  upon  the  throne,  and  is  fet 

down  on  the  right  hand  of  the  heavenly  Majedy. - ■ 

It  was  a  fquare  altar,  equally  refpeCting  the  four  cor¬ 
ners  of  the  world  ;  to  denote  how  accefiible  he  is  to 

all  the  ends  of  the  earth. - It  was  a  moveable  altar, 

capable  of  being  tranfported  wherever  the  church  of 
Ifrael  went :  an  emblem  of  his  perpetual  prefence  in 
all  places  where  his  _  name,  is  recorded,  or  where  his 
people  are  afflicted.  .  A  jail,  an  ide  of  Patmos,  a  lion’s 
den,  a  fifh’s  belly,  a  fiery  furnace,  are  all  alike  to  him, 
who  never  leaves,  never  forfakes  his  chofen  and  his 
called. - It  was  a  hidden  altar,  to  which  none  ap¬ 

proached  except  the.fbns  of  Levi.,  To  know  Chriff, 
as  their  interceding  Pried,  is  the  didinguifhed  privi¬ 
lege  of  all  the  royal  priedhood.  Thefe  only  fee  him 
by  faith,  whom  the  world  feeth  no  more.  But  as  the 
way  to  the  golden  altar  of  incenfe  was  to  pafs  by  the 
brazen  altar  of  burnt-offering  ;  fo  none  can  come  to 
as  ever  living  to  make  intercefflon  for  them, . 

who.  > 
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who  come  not  to  him  as  dying  once  to  atone  for 
their  guilt,  and  put  away  their  fin  by  the  facribce  or 

himfelf. - -It  was  a  horned  altar.  And  what  fhould 

thefe  four  horns  at  its  four  corners  portend  but  the 
flrength  and  prevalence  of  his  intercelfion,  whom  the 
Father  heareth  always,  and  who  is  able  to  fave  unta 
the  uttermoft  all  who  come  unto  God  by  him,  from 

the  four  winds  of  heaven  l - It  was  an  altar  {yarned 

with  blood  :  for  though  no  f-.cnfices  for  expiation 
were  offered  upon  it,  yet  Aaron  was  commanded  io 
tip  its  horns  every  year  with  the  blood  of  the  atone¬ 
ments.  The  blood  of  Jefus  Chrilf  the  righteous  is 
the  lfrength  of  his  advocacy.  This  blood  preferred 
forever  before  the  throne  of  God,  enforces  all  his 
fuits  with  louder  cries  than  ever  the  blood  of  Abel 
fent  from  the  ground,  imploring  vengeance  on  toe  drib 
murderer. 

From  the  altar,  let  us  come  to  the  incenfe  burned 
upon  ita  It  reprefents  both  the  merits  of  Jeius  Chrilf, 

and  the  prayers  of  ail  faints. 

The  merits  of  Jefus  Chrilf  is  that  incenfe  in  which 
the  prayers,  and  tears,  and  works  of  all  the  faints  arc 
clad,  and  wherein  they  afeend  like  Manoah’s  angel, 
before  the  prefence  ol  Jehovah.  That  incenfe  was 
compofed  of  fweet  fpices,  that  fired  a  rich  perfume  > 
but  not  fo  grateful  to  men  as  the  fweet-fmelling  facri- 
fice  of  Chrill  was  favoury  unto  God.  That  incenfe 
was  burned  in  the  fan&uary,  while  the  people  were 
praying  without.  The  appearing  of  our  High  Pried 
in  the  heavenly  fandluary  with  the  fweet  odour  ot  his 
merits,  by  no  means  fuperfedes  the  prayers  of  faints  on 
earth.  “  For  thefe  things  will  God  be,”  not  only 
ftiiicited  by  the  intercelfion  of  his  Son,  but  “  inched 
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of  by  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  that  he  may  do  it  for  them/ 
I  hat  incenfe  was  continually  burned  before  the  Lore 
and  was^a  perpetual  incenfe  throughout  their  genen 
turns.  The  interceilion  of  Jefus  Chrid  is  everladinc 
becaufe  he  ever  liveth.  Never,  never  fhall  it  be  dii 
continued,  till  all  its  ends  are  fully  reached,  and  th 
lad  eleCt  veflH  be  prayed  home  to  glory.  That  incenf 
was  not  to  be  counterfeited,  or  imitated  for  any  othe 
purpofe.  De.teded  be  the  impiety  of  that  harlo 
church,  who  confides  in  the  merit  of  any  faint,  living 
or  dead,  aferibing,  on  whatfoever  pretence,  the  Me 
aiator  s  glory  to  another.  But  the  time  approaches 
when  this  counterfeit  incenfe,  the  commodity  of  Baby 

lon,s  (hall  no  more  be  bought  by  the  merchants  of  th< 
earth.  *  . 

Pne  prayers  of  Hunts  are  alfo  laid  to  be  direClec 
as  incenfe  before  the  L-ord,  and  are  refembled  tc 
odours  pi  eferved  m  vials  of  gold,  by  a  New  Tedameni 
writer.  Prayer  is  that  incenfe,  which,  according  to 
Maiachi’s  prediction,  fhaii  be  offered  to  the  name  of 
the  Lord  in  every  place.  Was  the  holy  incenfe 
compounded  of  various  fweet  fpices  ?  The  graces  of 
the  Holy  Ghod  are  the  precious  ingredients  in  the 
eff  ectual  prayer  of  the  righteous.  Some  of  them  were 

beaten  very  fmall ;  perhaps  to  intimate,,  that  broken- 
nefs  of  heart,  and  contrition  of  fpirit,  which  the  high 
and  lofty  One  requires  in  the  worfhippers  at  his  foot- 
dool.  The  fire,  that  burned  the  incenfe,  may  denote 
the  fervency  of  fpirit  required  in  acceptable  worfhip. 
But  take  heed  of  the  fparks  of  your  kindling,  and 
lift  up  holy  hands  without  wrath  :  for  the  incenfe 
mud  not  be  kindled  with  fire  from  the  kitchen,  but 
the  altar.  Was  the  incenfe  burned  morning  and  even¬ 
ing 

'  W  i 
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ing  continually  ?  And  can  we  reasonably  think  the 
incenfe  of  prayer  and  praife  fhould  be  Ids  frequently 
add  reded  to  the  God  that  dwells  in  the  heavens? 
Jefus  Chrift  is  the  altar ',  Jefus  Chrirf  is  the  Prieft  who 
{lands  with  his  golden  cenfer ;  by  him  your  incenfe 
of  prayer,  and  your  incenfe  of  praife  ftiall  go  up  for 
a  memorial  before  God,  and  meet  with  gracious  ac¬ 
ceptance.  Without  him,  even  incenfe  is  an  abomina¬ 
tion  unto  God  ;  any  the  mod  folemn  duties  are  a 
fmoke  in  his  noftrils,  and  a  fire  that  burneth  all  the  day. 

R  -V-  k7  \  ,  \  i 

Fifthly — -The  Ordinance  of  the  Brazen 

Altar. 

LfT  us  next  confider  the  altar  of  burnt-offering, 
which  was  a  chief  part  of  the  holy  furniture  both  of 
the  tabernacle  and  temple.  Its  materials  were  brafs 
and  cedar-wood  ;  its  fhape  four  fquarc  ;  its  dation  was 
in  the  outward  court.  ‘  It  protected  criminals  that  fled 
unto  it,  fandtified  gifts,  and  alimented  the  priefts.  It 
was  ornamented  with  four  horns  of  brafs  flourifhing 
from  its  corners,  and  upon  it  the  facred  fire  was  kept 
perpetually  alive.  The  ceremonies  of  its  confecration 
laded  for  feven  days  ;  and  it  is  called  by  God  an  altar 
mojl  holy ,  that  fhould  impart  a  legal  holinefs  to  every 
thing  that  touched  it.  In  ordinary  cafes  it  was  not 
lawful  to  offer  facrifices  upon  any  other  altar  but  this 
alone. 

That  Jefus  Chriff  is  the  antitype  of  this  altar,  the 
apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  permits  us  not  to  doubt ;  for, 
fpeaking  of  him,  he  fays,  “  We  have  an  altar,  wherev- 
of  they  have  no  right  to  eat  who  ferve  the  taberna¬ 
cled3 
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clc.  a  He  fays  not,  altars,  as  if  they  were  many,  but 
an  a“ar>  %aking  of  one  ;  and  this  altar  is  Chrift.  A< 
the  mterceffion  of  Jefus  Chrift  was  typified  by  ths 
golden  altar  of  incenfe,  fo  the  altar  of  burnt-offering 
reprefented  both  his  fatisfa&ion  in  general,  and  his 
Godhead  in  particular.  Let  us  begin  with  the  firfh 
It  reprefented  the  perfon  of  our  Redeemer,  as  the 
propitiation  for  our  fins.  It  was  a  brazen  altar.  Was 
k  not  the  fame  glorious  perfon  whom  Ezekiel  faw 
like  a  man  of  brafs,  with  a  line  of  flax  in  his  hand  to 
meafure  the  temple  ;  and  whole  feet  at;e  defcribed,  in 
the  vifions  of  John,  like  fine  brafs,  as  if  they  burned 
in  a  furnace  ?  Brafs  is  a  cheap  and  common  metal. 
When  by  himfelf  he  purged  our  fins,  he  fhone  not 
with  golden  luff  re )  for  his  vifage  was  marred  more 
than  any  man’s,  and  his  form  than  the  fons  of  men. 
Brafs  is  a  (Long  metal,  and  fit  to  endure  the  fire* 
Our  (Length  was  not  the  (Length  of  flones,  our  flefh 
was  not  of  brafs,  to  dwell  with  devouring  fire,  to 
abide  with  everlafting  burnings :  but  Chrift  was  the 
mighty  One,  who  felt  the  power  of  God’s  anger,  and 
was  not  devoured  by  the  fiery  indignation.  It  was  a 
horned  altar.  This  fignifies  the  (Length  of  his  atone¬ 
ment,  both  to  fatisfy  the  juftice  of  God,  and  pacify 
the  confciences  of  men.  It  was  a  four  fquare  altar  ; 
an  emblem  of  his  perpetual  (lability,  who  is  the  fame 
to-day,  yefterday,  and  forever.  It  Was  a  public  altar* 
For  the  death  of  Chrift  was  to  be  a  tranfaLion  of  the 
moft  public  kind.  It  was  a  burning  altar,  on  which 
the  fire  never  went  out.  The  Holy  Ghoft  is  that 
eternal  Spirit  of  judgment  and  of  burning,  through 
whom  he  offered  up  himfelf  unto  God,  and  who 
dwells  forever  in  the  Son.  With  this  holy  fire  the 
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great  High  Priefl  inflamed  his  legal  facrifice  of  atone¬ 
ment :  and  with  this  holy  fire  the  royal  priefthood 
ought  to  kindle  their  moral  facrifice  of  praife,  which, 
they  offer  by  him  continually.  It  was  an  only  altar, 
and,  by  the  law  of  Mofes,  admitted  not  any  rival. 
So  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  one  Mediator  between  God 
and  man.  To  multiply  mediators  is  no  lefs  con¬ 
demned  by  the  New  Teftament,  than  to  multiply 
altars  by  the  Old.  It  was  an  altar  molt  holy,  that 
fan&ified  all  gifts.  Whether  we  prefent  unto  God 
the  meat-offering  of  alms,  the  drink-offering  of  tears-, 
the  peace-offering  of  thankfgiving,  the  heave-offering 
of  prayer,  or  the  whole  burnt-offering  of  body  and 
foul,  by  him  alone  they  are  fandtified  and  accepted,  as 
the  altar  fandtified  the  gift.  It  was  an  altar  that  pro¬ 
tected  criminals  who  fled  unto  it ;  though,  for  fome 
crimes,  they  were  to  be  dragged  from  it  to  fuffer  con¬ 
dign  punifhment.  In  Jefus  Chrifk  the  guilty  finner 
finds  a  refuge  from  legal  condemnation  ;  nor  can  they 
fail  of  making  peace  with  him,  who  by  faith  take 
hold  of  his  ffrength,  be  their  crimes  ever  fo  atro¬ 
cious.  It  was  an  altar  that  nourifhed  the  Levitical 
priefthood  who  ferved  at  it,  and  were  partakers  with 
it.  Even  fo  the  happy  perfons  who  are  made  priefts 
unto  God,  and  partakers  of  Chrift,  receive  from  him, 
not  a  natural,  but  a  fpiritual  and  eternal  life  :  “  For 
he  that  eateth  we,”  himfelf  declares,  i6  fliall  live  by 
me.,,a  ■  J 

But  in  a  particular  manner  lfis  Deity  feems  fit  to  be 
called  the  altar  on  which  he  offered  his  humanity : 
for  he  was  his  own  altar  no  lefs  than  ours.  It  was 
not  the  wooden  crofs  on  which  he  died,  that  ferved 
him  for  an  altar.  Far  lefs  can  the  material  table  on 
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which  the  holy  memorials  are  exhibited  in  the  facra- 
ment  of  the  fupper  deferve  any  fuch  glorious  epithet. 
Hear  what  himfelf  fays  about  the  altar,  and  the  gift. 

Ye  fools  and  blind  :  for  whether  is  greater,  the  gift, 
or  the  altar  that  fan <5Ufj.es  the  gift  Will  any  dare 
to  fay,  that  the  wooden  crofs  was  greater  than  the 
loul  and  body  of  the  Redeemer  who  expired  on  it  l 
or  that  the  table  of  the  fupper  is  greater  than  the  con- 
fecrated  fymbols  of  his  body  and  blood  ?  If  it  be  ini- 
poffible  to  End  any  thing  greater  than  the  humanity 
of  the  Lord  and  Saviour,  except  his  own  divinity  ; 
his  own  divinity,  and  nothing  elfe,  mull:  be -the  altar. 
Lid  the  altar  fuppor.t  the  gift  or  vi<51im  while  it  was 
burning  upon  it?  It  was  the  Godhead  of  Ohrid  that 
fupported  the  manhood  from  finking  under  thefe  dire¬ 
ful  fufferings  he  patiently  endured.  Lid  the  altar 
faruftify  the  gifts  that  touched  it  ?  It  was  the  Leity 
of  Chrifl  that  fan<5lified  the  gift  of  his  humanity,  and 
Imparted  a  dignity  and  value  to  the  facrifice  of  his 
body  and  foul.  The  fins  of  many  are  fully  expiated 
by  the  fufferings  of  one,  becaufe  he  is  God,  and  there 
is  none  elfe  ;  befides  him  there  is  no  Saviour. 

.  Bleffed  be  God  for  fuch  an  High  Pried ;  fuch  a 
temple  ;  fuch  a  facrifice  ;  fuch  an  altar  of  burnt-offer¬ 
ing  and  incenfe.  We  have  an  altar,  not  only  in  the 
midd  of  the  land  of  Canaan,  but  in  the  midft  of  the 
land  of  Egypt,  to  which  the  Tons  of  the  drangers  may 
bring  their  facrifices.  We  have  an  altar  which  God 
will  never  cad  off ;  a  fandtuary  which  he  will  never 
abhor.  The  great  atoning  facrifice  is  already  offered 
up  ;  what  remains  for  us,  but  to  render  unto  a  gracious 
God  the  calves,  not  of  the  flail,  but  of  the  lips,  and 
the  facrifice  of  praife  continually. 
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Sixthly — The  Ordinance  ot  the  Brazen 

Laver. 

*  * 

,  '  v  r 

rn 

JL  PIE  divers  walkings  enjoined  in  the  law  of  Mofes, 
were  no  doubt  a  very  (Ignifi’cant  branch  of  that  ritual 
economy  :  for  not  only  did  the  heathen  nations 
adopt  this  cuftom  in  their  falfe  worfhip  of- imaginary 
gods  ;  but  a  fiiadow  of  it  is  dill  detained  in  the  Chrii- 
tian  baptifm,  the  initiating  ordinances  ot  the  church. 
The  daily  luftration  of  the  Levifical  priefthood,  vve 
fhall  prefently  glance  at. 

At  the  entrance  of  the  tabernacle  of  the  corgrega* 
tion,  before  you  come  to  the  brazen  altar,  was  fet,  by 
the  appointment  jof  the  Lord,  a  pure  vefTel,  or  layer, 
of  polifhed  brafs.  The  materials  of  it  were  furnifhed 
by  fome  religious  women,  who  complimented  their 
looking-gla/Ies  for  this  purpofe  j  confecrating  thefe  in* 
ffruments,  perhaps  of  vanity,  to  the  facred  ufe  of 
adorning  the  worfhip  of  the  true  God.  Though  the 
fhape  of  this  vefTel  is  not  minutely  defcribed  by  Moles, 
it  was  certainly  fo  contrived,  as  the  water  it  contained 
might  be  emptied  by  vents  or  pipes :  for  the  priefts 
were  ordered,  on  pain  of  death,  to  wafh  their  hands 
and  feet  at  this  layer  when  they' went  into  the  taber¬ 
nacle,  or  approached  unto  the  altar.  At  fir  ft  this 
wafhing-pot  was  probably  of  fmall  fize  ;  but  when 
Solomon  built  his  magnificent  temple,  he  made  alfo  a 
Javer  of  large  dimenfions,  which,  on  account  of  the 
huge  quantity  of  water  it  was.  capable  to  hold,  was 
called  a  molten  fea>  and  fet  it  on  a  bafe  of  twelve  oxen 
of  brafs,  not  without  the  direction  of  Heaver,  as  we 
©ay  well  prefunre* 

Hid 


Did  the  pure  and  holy  God  intend  by  this  law  on- 
ly  to  require  from  his  worfhippers  the  putting  away- 
the  filth  of  the  fiefh,  which  might  be  done  with  ma¬ 
terial  water,  and  by  fuch  as  had  neither  their  hearts 
clean,  nor  their  hands  pure  ?  Is  washing  the  body  with 
the  pure#  water  an  adequate  preparation  for  coming 
into  the  prefence  of  that  God,  in  whole  fight  the 
heavens  aro  not  clean  ?  Far  be  it  from  us  to  harbour 
fo  foolifh  a  thought.  The  purification  of  the  foul 
from  fpiritual  pollution  was  the  thing  intended  by  this 
carnal  ordinance.  The  laver  is  Jefus  Chrift  himfelf, 
who  cleanfes  all  the  royal  priedhood  from  the  foul 
contagion  of  fin,  by  the  word  which  he  fpeaks  unto 
them,  by  the  Spirit  which  he  Iheds  upon  them,  and 
by  the  blood  he  poured  out  for  them.  Was  the.  laver 
a  pure  and  cleanly  vefTel  ?  This  may  denote  the  inno¬ 
cence  and  fpotlefs  purity  of  the  glorious  Immanuel, 
together  with  his  fitnefs  to  preferve  all  that  are  in  him 


able  to  fprinkle  many  nations,  and  walh  away  the 


and  his  foot  with  the  holy  anointing  oil.  Chrid  Jefus 
was  confecrated  for  evermore  to  his  faving  office,  and 
anointed  with  the  Holy  Ghod  in  the  mod  ample 
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temple  of  Solomon  ?  Thefe  brazen  figures,  that  look¬ 
ed  to  all  tfee  winds  of  heaven,  may  not  abfurdly  be 
viewed  as  emblems  of  the  twelve  apod-les,  who  bore 
ChrilFs  name  to  the  Gentiles ;  who  poured  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  faivation  in  all  the  quarters  of  the  world.  For 
not  only  does  the  number  of  the  oxen  coriefpond  to 
the  number  of  the  apodles  of  the  Lamb ;  but  the 
fervants  of  Chrid  are  in  other  paflages  held  forth  un¬ 
der  the  emblem  of  thefe  robud,  laborious  and  ufeful 
animals. 

But  the  ufe  which  the  prieds  under  the  law  were 
commanded  to  make  of  this  veffel  on  all  occafons, 
under  the  fevered  penalty,  is.  the  mod  remarkable  cir- 
cumdance  we  are  to  attend  unto.  They  were  to  wafb 
their  hands  and  feet  with  the  water  of  this  veil'd  when 
they  entered  the  tabernacle,  on  pain  of  death.  Thefe 
prieds.  are  figures  not  only  of  all  office-bearers  in  the 
church,  who  ought  to  be  pure  and  holy  ;  but  of  all  the 
holy  nation  of  Chridians  y  who,  having  a  great  High 
Pt  ied  over  the  houfe  of  God,  ought  to  draw  near  with 
true  hearts,  and  in  the  full  affurance  of  faith,  having 
their  hearts*  fprinkled  from  an  evil  confcience,  and 
their  bodies-  walked  with  pure  water.  It  is  true,  they 
are  walked  and  judffied  already,  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jefus,  and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God  ;  yet  dill 
they  need  to  walk  their  hands  and  feet.-  The  (ins  of 
daily  walk  demand  freffi  application  to  the  laver  of  hi  3 
atoning. blood,  even  from  the  holied  faints  on  earth. 
Faith  is  the  hand  by  which  this  purifying. water  is  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  confcience.  Would  we  approach  to  God 
in  holy  duties  ?  would  we  afcend  the  hill  of  the  Lord, 
and  dand  in  his  holy  place  ?  then,  in  a  (pedal  manner, 
mud  we  lay  afide  all  filthined,  and  fu  per  ftuity  of 
suughtinefsj  refolving,  with  th:  fv/ect  finger  of  Ifrael* 

Y  2.  “  I  will 
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« 


I  will  wafh  mine  hands  in  innocen^y,  and  fo  will  I 
compafs  thine  altar,  O  Lord.>,a  But  whoever  they 
be  who  prefer  the  mire  of  their  .{ins  to  the  laver  of 
his  blood,  think  to  wafh  away  their  Bains  with  the 
nitre  and  foap  qf  their  own  righteoufnefs,  they  /hall 
die  before  the  Lord,  be  excluded  from  his  beatific 
prefence,  and  become  an  abhorring  unto  all  flelh  for 
evermore. 


'-0®x8x®<©®0» 


Seventhly— -The  Ordinance  of  the  Anoint¬ 
ing  Oil. 


Jefus  ChriB  we  have  alfo  the  antitype  of  the  leoal 
undtion,  no  lefs  than  of  the  divers  wafhings  and  facri- 
i-^es,  which  is  to  be  declared.  The  Jewifh  lawgiver 
4  commanded,  in  a  very  particular  manner,  to  take 
jnto  him  of  the  principal  fpices,  five  hundred  Shekels 
of  pure  myrrh, — half  as  much  of  fweet  cinnamon,— 
five  hundred  fhekelrof  caffia,— and  half  as  much  of 
fweet  calamus,  fhefe  precious  ingredients  were  to 
be  compounded  by  the  apothecary’s  art  in  a  hin  of 
olive  oil.  The  ule  of  this  holy  oil  was  to  anoint  the 
tabernacle,  and  its  furniture,  and  Aaron  with  his  Tons. 
But  it  was  Bridlly  forbidden  to  apply  it  to  any  other 
ule,  to  put  it  upon  any  Branger,,or  to  make  any  thing 
like  it,  after  the  composition  of  it.  «  This,”  Laid  God 
to  the  Ifraelites,  u  Shall  be  a  holy  anointing  oil  tome, 
throughout  your  generations.”15  Let  us  come  to  the 
concealed  myBery  of  this  ordinance. 

Then 
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Then  was  this  type  fulfilled,  when  the  Lord’s 
Anointed  was  endued  with  gifts  and  graces  of  the 
Holy  Ghod,  which  God  gave  not  by  meafure  unto 
him.  Hear  what  himfelf  declares  by  the  mouth  of 
the  prophet  Jfaiah,  ii  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon 
me,  becaufe  he  hath  anointed  ms»,,a  A.nd  therefore 
are  the  difciples  of  Chrid  dyled  Chrlfllans ,  becaufe  it 
is  fuppofed  they  have  alfo  an  unftion  from  the  Holy 
One..  v  , ,  ^  ' 

Surely  it  is  not  without  fufficient  reafons,  that  -, 
anointing  with  oil,  and  receiving  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghod,  are  phrafes  of  the  fame  import  in  the  language 
of  infp??ation. .  If  oil  is  of  a  healing  nature,  and  fit 
to  appeafe  the  anguifh  of  rankled  wounds,  the  Spirit 
of  God  is  that  mollifying  ointment,  by  which  the 
wounds,  and  hruifes  and  putrefying  fores,  occafioned  5 
by  ahe  fall,  ale  gradually  healed,  until  at  lad  the  cure  - 
is  fo  completely  wrought,  that  not  a  fear  remains.  If 
od  is  of  a  beautifying  quality,  and  makes  the  human  face 
to  mine  ;  by  the  benign  agency  of  the  fantfifying  Spir¬ 
it,  our  fouls  are  made  as  the  wings  of  a  dove  covered  { 
with  filver,  and  are  prefented  at  lad  in  prefence 
of  his  glory,  without  fpot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  fuch  thing. 

It  ci ,1  is  favoury  to  the  tafte,  imparting,  to  other  efeu-  . 
lents  an  agreeable  flavour ; ,  without  the  Spirit  what  is 
the  word  -itfelf  but  a.  dry  rnorfel  ?  but  .when  he  fheds 
his  kindly  influences,  then  do  we  find.the.  word  and 
eat  it  ;  it  as  to  us  tire  joy  and  rejoicing  of  our  heart. 

■  .  !8rof  a°  e^h derating  virtue,  greatly  refrefhing  the 
animal  fpirits  of  them  who  are  anointed,  this  puts  us 
in  mind  of  the  reviving  operations  of  the  Comforter, 
who  is  theHoly  Ghod,  the  true  oil  of  gladnefs,  whofe 
ruit  is  joy  and  peace.  In  the  fame  manner  we  might 

appjy 
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apply  the  drengthejiing,  foftening,  preferring,  indnu- 
ating  properties  of  this  daple  commodity  of  Canaan* 
to  the  like  operations  of  the  Divine  Spirit. 

But  let  us  rather  reflect  upon  the  fpecial  qualities 
of  this  holy  anointing  oil,  which  Mofes  made  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  divine  difpenfatory.  It  was  compounded 
of  various  coilly  ingredients ;  to  reprefent,  perhaps, 
the  great  variety  of  heavenly  gifts  and  graces,  which 
are  conferred  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  and  the  di- 
verlities  of  his  operations. - It  died  a  moll  delight¬ 

ful  perfume,  even  to  a  proverb,  when  poured  on 
the  head  or  Aaron.  Of  a  greater  than  he  it  is  faid, 
“  All  thy  garments  fmellof  myrrh,  aloes  and  caffia 
and;  again,  “  Becaufe  of  the  favour  of  thy  good  oint¬ 
ments,  therefore  do  the  virgins  love  theeTb- - The 

quantity  which  Mofes-  made  was  confiderably  large, 
and  fuffioient  to  anoint  both  the  priefts -and  the  taber¬ 
nacle,  and  all  'its  facred  vedels..  May  not  this  faint¬ 
ly  adumbrate  the  fulnefs  ef  the  Spirit,  by  which  he  is 
able,  not  only  to  >  anoint  o>ur  great  High  Pried,  but 
hkewife  all  the  fanfhfied  vedels  that  are  made  meet 
for  the  Mailer's  ufe  ?  It-  was  unlawfui  to  make  any 
thing  like  it  y  and  the  Jews  affirm  with  great  proba* 
bi-lity,  that  it  was  never  but  once  prepared;  though- 
they  fabuloully  add,  that  it  waded  not  by  ufe  for  ma¬ 
ny  generations.  This  may  denote  how  drfpleafing; 
it  is  to  God  to  counterfeit  his  Holy  Spirit ;  and  as  we 
are  to  try  the  fpints,  whetner  they  be  of  God,  fo  in 
all  generations  there  is  but  one  Spirit,  as  there  is^one 

body  mydical'and  one  hope  of  our  calling. - The 

prohibition  of  putting  any  of  it-on  a  dranger,  may  ^fig- 
aify,  that  the  fpiritual  un<5tion  is  the  peculiar  privilege 

of  faints,  which*  to  ufe  the.  expreffion  of  our  Lord, 

thd 
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the  world  cannot  receive .  And,  laftly,  as  this  anoint* 
ing  oil  did  fanCtify  the  perfons  and  things  to  which  it 
as  applied,  confecrated  them  lorever  to  the  fcrvicc 
of  God,  and  entitled  them  to  his  protection  ;  fo  the 
happy  fouls  who  have  received  not  the  fpirit  of  the 
world,  but  the  Spirit  who. is  of  God,  are  fan&ified  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  jefus,  and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God 
are  fealed  unto  the  day  of  redemption  :  and  the  unc¬ 
tion  they  have  received  abideth  in  them.  Becaufe 
of  this  anointing*  their  yokes  fhall  be  deftroyed  : 
um  Touch  not  mine  anointed,  ye  enemies  of  their  falva- 
tion,^  will  the  Lord  fay,  “  and  do  no  harm  to  my 
peculiar  people.”3  Let  others  drink  wine  in  bowls, 
and  anoint  themfelves  with  the  chief  ointments ;  but 
give  us,  O  Lord,  this  holy  oil  for  evermore. 


IV.  The  Land  OF  Canaan. 

THE  land  that  flowed  with  milk  and  honey  de- 
lerves  a  particular  confideration  among  the  other  fhad- 
ows  of  good  things  to  come.  God  promifed  to  the 
fathers  of  the  holy  nation,  “  I  will  give  you  the  land 
of  Canaan,  the  lot  of  your  inheritance,  when  they 
were  but  a  few  men  in  number,  yea,  very  few,  and 
Grangers  m  it.  This  promife  he  performed  to  their 
podenty  at  the  appointed  time,  when,  under  the  con- 
dud  of  Jolhua,  he  drove  out  the  heathen,  and  planted 
them.  But  was  this  ail  which  God  provided  for  his 

k0Ii  rrrTr  thePrormife  of  earthly  inheritance 
the  bhisful  hope  that  fupported  the  believing  patriarchs 


in  the  few  and  evil  days  of  their  pilgrimage  ?  Waj 
there  no  other  red  remaining  for  the  people  of  God. 
but  that  which  Jofhua  gave  them  ?  Then  indeed  the) 
had  been  upon  the  whole,  confiderable  lofers  by  theii 
relioion,  and  God  would  been  afhamed  to  be  callec 

O  ' 

their  God.  It  is  true  the  earthly  Canaan  was  a  de 
Jicious  country,  a  land  of  brooks  of  water,  of  foun¬ 
tains  and  deeps,  that  Iprang  out  ot  the  vallies  anc 
jpils  ; — a  land  where  they  did  eat  butter  ofkine,  am 
milk  of  fheep,  fat  of  lambs,  and  rams  of  the  breed  o 
Bafhan,  and  goats,  with  the  fit  of  kidneys,  and  wheat 
they  did  drink  the  pure  blood  of  the  grape  : — a  lam 
whofe  rich  foil  produced  whatever  could  fill  the  cu] 
of  joy,  or  load  the  board  of  plenty.  But,  alas  !  wha 
cruel  mockery  had  it  been,  to  propofe  no  fublimer  en 
joyments  than  thefe  to  the  lovers  of  his  bleffedname 
Are  fuch  things  an  adequate  portion  to  the  immorta 
{pint  in  man  ?  Befdes,  the  patriarchs  themfelves  fo 
journed  in  the  land  of  promife  as  in  a  (1  range  country 
and  had  not  fo  much  as  a  grave  to  call  their  own/  til 
bought  with  money.  And  their  poflerity,  the  peopl 
of  his  holinefs,  polled  td  it  but  a  little  time.  A  ha 
was  the  language  of  all  this  ?  Did  it  not  proclaim  i 
loudef  accents,  both,  to  the  patriarchs  and  their  feed 
“  A  rife  ye,  and  depart ;  for  this  is  not  your  final  ref  : 
X  have  provided  for  you,  O  my  people,  a  better  h. at 
enly  country, ^  of  which  tms  pleafant  land  is  out  tl 
pledge  and  fhadow.”  Beyond  all  doubt,  the  godl 
patriarchs  regarded  the  promifed  land  in  this  amiabl 
light :  and  it  is  hard  to  imagine  how  Mofes,  th i 
wife  and  great  lawgiver,  could  been  fo  pafionatel 
defirous  to  fee,  before  he  died,  that  good  land  bey  on 

Jordan,  if  he  had  not  confidered  it  as  a  pledge  of  God 
v  eterni 

Heb.  xh  ii. 
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eternal  reft.  Let  us  add  to  all  this,  the  ftrblime  en¬ 
comiums  that- are  every  where  beftowed  upon  Canaan, 

Moles,  and  the  prophets.  Surely  there  was  noth¬ 
ing  about  that  little  fpot  of  earth  to  entitle  it  to  fueh 
high  eulogiums,  as  “  the  glory  of  alMands,®  the  pleafant 
J.and,b  and  thy  land,.  O  Immanuel. ,JC  But  when  we 
view  it  as  a  type  of  the  heavenly  inheritance,  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  thefe  grand  epithets  immediately  difeovers 
itfelf.  Let  us  fee  where  die  refemblance  lies. 

Canaan  was  a  land  originally  ppffcfTed  by  other  na¬ 
tions,  whom  the  Lord  drove  out  for  their  wickednefs. 
It  is  revealed  in  the  feriptures,  that  the  celeftial  man¬ 
sions  were  hr  ft  inhabited  by  thefe  once  pure,  but  now 
•apoftate  fpirits,  who,  for  rebellion  againft  their  eternal 
Sovereign,  were  driven  out  from  God  and  blifs,  and 
t-heir  places  in  heaven  fhali  know  theta  again  no  more. 

It  was  a  land  of  amazing  fertility.  And  fuch  is 
the  tender  condefcenfion  of  the  heavenly  Lather,  as 
to  deferibe,  by  earthly  fimilitudes,  that  fufnefs  of  joy 
jf1.  his  beatific  prefence,  and  all  the  rich  variety  of 
spiritual  and  eternal  bleftings.  The  plenty  of  Canaan, 
where  they  dia  eat  bread  without  fcarcenefs,  was  an 
emblem  of  the  fatnefs  of  God's  houfe.  In  heaven 
they  fti all  not  want  any  good  thing  that  can  be  per- 
xedhve  of  their  natures,  or  conducive  to  their  true  fe- 

iKlty\  t0  the  ProPhetic  “  ^e  moun¬ 

tains  mall  drop  down  fweet  wine,  and  the  hills  ftiall 

flow  with  milk  They  (hall  not  hunger  nor  third, 

for  the  tree  o,  hfe  forever  hangs  out  his  golden  fruit, 

and  the  water  of  life  forever  rolls  its  fiver  dream 

It  was  a  promifed  land  ;  and  promifed  long  before 

the  pofleffion  was  anally  taken,  to  the  father  of  their 

nation, 

*  £ze k.  xx.7.  b  Pfal  cvi.  »4. 
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•nation,  four  hundred  and  thirty  years  before  the  law. 
Even  fo,  eternal  life  was  promifed  to  Chrifl,  the  ever- 
1  ailing  Father,  not  only  antecedent  to  the  good  works 
of  hb  feed,  hut  before  the  World :  and  though  the 
Lord  is  not  flack  concerning  his  promife,  yet  we  have 
need  of  patience,  even  though  we  have  done  the  will 
of  God,  that  we  may  inherit  the  promifes. 

It  was  a  land,  which  their  own  righteoufnefs  could 
not  merit,  and  which  their  own  fword  could  not  pro¬ 
cure.  Their  induction  into  it,  is,  in  the  flrongeil 
terms,  afcribed  to  the  fovereign  grace  and  outilretch 
ed  arm  of  God,  who  ihewed  to  his  people  the  powei 
of  his  works,  that  he  might  give  them  the  heritage  o: 
the  heathen.  Should  we  vainly  arrogate  unto  our 
felves  the  honour  of  deferring,  by  our  beil  works,  oui 
accefs  to  the  heavenly  inheritance,  there  is  one  tha 
condemns  us,  even  Mofes  in  whom  we  trull.  “  Speal 
not  thou  in  heart,”  fays  that  great  lawgiver  to  his  peo 
pie,  66  for  my  righteoufnefs  the  Lord  hath  brought  mi 
in  to  poflefs  this  land.  Not  for  thy  righteoufnefs,  o 
the  nprightnefs  of  thine  heart,  dofl  thou  go  to  pofief 
it ;  for  thou  art  a  ftiff-necked  people.”3  Can  any  b 
foabfurd  as  to  affirm,  that  though  the  earthly  inherit 
ance  could  not,  yet  the  heavenly  inheritance  may  b 
merited  by  works  of  righteoufnefs  that  we  have  done 
It  was  a  land  to  which  they  went  through  man 
hardfhips  and  difficulties,  through  floods  and  wildei 
neffes,  and  legions  of  oppofmg  foes.  They  had  hot 
real  and  intaginary  difeouragements  to  grapple  witl 
Even  fo  the  kingdom  of  heaven  differs  violence,  an 
through  much  tribulation  we  mud  enter  into  it,  thoug 
it  be  a  purchafed  poffeffion,  and  a  promifed  inheri 
ance.  But  as  neither  Sihon  king  of  the  Amorite 

n< 
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nor  Og  king  of  Bafhan,  nor  the  formidable  giants  the 
Tons  of  Anak,  could  hinder  the  Ifraelites  from  their 
promifed  reft ;  fo  neither  fhall  the  power  of  the  en¬ 
emy,  however  great  and  dreadful,  be  able  to  retard 
the  meaneft  faint,  who  takes  unto  him  the  whole  ar¬ 
mour  of  God,  and  with  determined  ardour  fights  the 
good  light  of  faith,  and  lays  hold  on  eternal  life. 

It  was  a  land  which  many  defpifed,  and  through 
unbelief  they  came  fhort  of  the  promife,  and  their 
carcafes  fell  in  the  wildernefs.  And  many,  alas  I 
prefer  the  prefent  pleafures  of  fin  to  all  the  ravifhing 
profpedts  of  eternity.  Inftead  of  feeking  this  better 
country  all  the  days  of  their  life,  it  is  the  land  which 
they  abhor. 

It  was  a  land  which  the  Ifraelites  obtained  not  till 
Mofes  was  dead.  None  are  brought  to  heaven,  till 
they  be  dead  to  the  law  by  the  body  of  Chrift.  He 
is  the  true  Jofhua,  or  the  Captain  of  falvation,  who 
brings  many  Tons  unto  glory,  and  conducts  them 
through  the  Jordan  of  death,  into  the  inheritance  in¬ 
corruptible,  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away. 


V.  The  Holy  City  of  Jerusalem,  and  the 
Holy  Hill  of  Zion* 

But  we  mud  not  forget  thee,  O  Jerufalem,  thou 
famed  metropolis  of  Judea,  nor  that  adjacent  hill  of 
Zion,  the  royal  refidence  of  David,  where  the  temple 
alfo  flood  !  Such  glorious  things  have  been  fpoken  of 
this  city  and  mountain,  as  can  by  no  means  agree  to> 
them,  when  viewed  only  in  the  letter.  It  is  long, 

Z  very 
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very  long,  fince  Zion  was  ploughed  as  a  field,  fine©  the 
palaces  of  Jertifalem  have  been  levelled  with  the 

orminrl  •  _  _ t _  n 


ground  :  “  Go  ye  up  upon  her  walls,”  faid  God  to 
the  victorious  Roman  army,  “  and  take  away  her  bat¬ 
tlements,  for  -they  are  not  the  Lord’s.”*  But  fir]] 
there  is  a  fpiritual  Zion,  on  which  the  Lamb  /lands 
with  his  redeemed  tribes ;  /till  there  is  a  heavenly  Je- 
xufalem,  to  which  the  general  a/Tembly  and  church  of 
the  fir/l-born  are  faid  "to  come.  What  ffiould  this 
spiritual  Zion  and  heavenly  Jerufalem  be,  but  the 
militant  and  triumphant  church  of  Chri/t,  of  which 
the  earthly  Zion,  and  the  worldly  Jerufalem,  w'ere 
the  fhadow  and  type  ?  The  old  mount  Zion  was, 
equally  with  mount  Sinai,  a  mount  that  might  be  touch¬ 
ed,  being  a  corporeal  fubdance  :  and  the  old  Jerufa¬ 
lem  was  a  city  that  might  be  razed  to  its  foundations  ; 
but  the  true  Zion  is  a  fpiritual  thing,  which  cannot 
be  touched ;  and  the  new  Jerufalem  is  a  city  that 
hath  foundations,  and  never  can  be  moved. 

There  were  hills  more  eminent  than  Zion,  and 
towns  more  potent  than  Jerufalem  ;  yet  no  mountain 
or  city  makes  fo  didinguifhed  a  figure  in  the  fac^ed 
page.  It  was  not  the  natural  elegance  of  Zion  and 
Jerufalem,  nor  the  fortified  fituation  of  the/e  places, 
that  could  entitle  them  to  fucli  high  eulogiums  as  are 
every  where  be/lowed  upon  them  by  the  infpired  pen¬ 
men.  It  is  true,  indeed,  the  beautiful  fituation  of 
mount  Zion,  and  the  compaCl  form  of  Jerufalem,  which 
was  comely  to  a  proverb,  deferved  their  due  praifes ; 
and  their  /Length,  both  of  nature  and  art,  was  far 
from  being  defpicable.  It  may  be  alfo  affirmed,  that 
the  Holy  Gho/t  intended  a  faint  reprefentation  of  the 
invincible  /Length,  and  fpiritual  beauty  of  the  church, 
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in  the  ftrervgth  and  beauty  of  thefe  holy  places.  But 
the  extraordinary  regard  which  the  great  Jehovah 
was  pleafed  to  teftify  tawards  his  holy  hill  of  Zion, 
and  his  beloved  city  of  Jerufalem,  is  the  chief  thing 
which  exalted  that  H-ttle  hill  above  the  great  moun¬ 
tains  of  the  world,  and  ennobled  that  metropolis  above 
all  other  cities,  however  populous  or  magniiicent. 
Why  do  ye  leap, ye  high  hills  ?  why  do  ye  exult  againft 
the  little  hill  of  Zion,  as  if  you  were  much  luperior 
to  it  ?  This  is  the  hill  which  God  defires  to  dwell  in  ; 
the  Lord  will  dwell  in  it  forever.  This  makes  it  a 
high  hill  ;  a  high  hill  as  the  hill  of  Bafhan  ;  this  ren¬ 
ders  it  the  perfection  of  beauty,  and  the  joy  of  the 
whole  earth.  LxaCtly  fo,  it  is  the  diftinguhhing  fa¬ 
vour,  and  lovereigri  love  of  God,  bellowed  upon  his 
church,  that  ennobles  it  beyond  all  other  focieties, 
however  inferior  to  them  in  the  beauty  of  earthly 
fplendour  and  worldly  dominion.  Let  us  fee  then 
what  are  the  marks  of  the  divine  regard  to  thefe  fa- 
cred  places,  which  rendered  them  fit  emblems  for  the 
leal  church  in  all  ages. 

They  were  places  where  God  fet  his  King,  and 
the  thrones  of  the  houfe  of  David.  That  illuflrious 
monarch,  who  founded  the  long  line  of  the  Jewifh 
kings,  having  refeued  Jerulalem  and  Zion  from  the 
Jebulites  by  force  of  arms,  fortified  them,  and  m:+de 
them  the  places  of  his  royal  residence.  The  fpiritual 
Zion  is  the  city  of  the  great  King,  that  is,  of  Jefus 
Chriff,  who  won  it  out  of  the  hands  ofjdolatrous  Gen- 
tiles,  who  boafted  of  their  idols,  though  lame  and 
blind.  Chri.Q:  is  the  true  David,  who  indeed  was  fig- 
nified  by  all  the  Kings  of  Ifrael;  his  lineal  fucceffors, 
who  had  gained  this  nctable  victory  over  the  Gentile 
world )  and,  ia  thefe  very  places  where  fuperflition 

reigned. 
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reigned,  hath  budded  his  church,  fixed  his  throne, 
and  ifTued  forth  his  righteous  laws.  If  it  was  a  dif- 
tmguiihing  privilege  of  the  ancient  Zion  and  Jerufa- 
iero,  to  be  the  feat  of  a  king  of  Heaven’s  election, 
how  greatly  fuperior  is  the  new  Jerufalem  and  goipel 
Zion,  in  being  the  feat  of  the  King  of  kings,  who  fits 
upon  the  throne,  and  has  the  key  of  David  ?  “  Cry  out 
and  fhout,  thou  inhabitant  of  Zion,  thy  King  fhall  never 

penfh,  and  great  is  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael  in  the 
midft  of  thee.5,a 

They  were  places  where  God  efiablifhed  his  wor- 
/hip,  and  to  which  the  tribes  of  the  Lord  reforted,  be- 
eaufe  of  his  houfe  at  Jerufalem.  ffere  the  voice  of 
his  praife  was  heard,  and  facrifices  came  with  accept¬ 
ance  upon  his  altar.  Jerufalem  was  the  city  of  Jew- 
lfh  foiemmties  ;  and  it  is  foretold  by  the  prophets, 
that  the  once  hoffile  nations  round  about  them,  fhould 
pay  them  annual  vifits,  and  join  in  their  holy  feftivals  5 
yea,  fays  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  “  From  new  moon  to 
new  moon,  and  from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath,  fhall  all  flefh 
come  to  worfhip  before  the  Lord  of  hoffs.,,b  Now, 
it  is  evident,  thefe  high  predictions  were  never  accom- 
plifhed  in  the  earthly  Zion  and  Jerufalem  :  yea,  it  is 
impoflible  they  can  be  accomplifhed  in  their  literal 
fenfe ;  the  nature  of  things  forbids  it.  But  to  the 
2 pi  ritual  Zion,  and  heavenly  Jerufalem,  they  have  been 
mlulled,  and  fhall  be  more  and  more  accomplifhed  : 
dor  this  holy  hill  may  be  found  in  all  places  of  the 
world,  and  we  may  come  to  the  city  of  the  living  God 
without  a  pilgrimage. 

They  were  places,  for  whofe  protection  the  divine 
providence  has  oftentimes  awoke  in  a  very  extraordi¬ 
nary  manner.  AfTcmbled  kings  have  come  with  hof- 

tile 
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tile.tlefign  againd  thefe  highly  favoured  places  ;  but 
'indead  of  executing  their  cruel  purpofe,  the  joyful  II* 
raelites,  after  their  departure,  upon  the  moll  narrow 
infpe&ion  of  their  towers,  palaces,  and  bulwarks* 
eouid  not  obferve  that  any  of  them  was  battered  down, 
or  even  defaced.  This  was  not  owing  to  their  own 
drength,  but  to  the  prefence  of  their  God.  But  this 
glorious  prerogative  of  being  the  peculiar  care  o(  Heav¬ 
en  is  now  transferred  to  the  gofpei  church,  and  all 
her  true  members.  They  that  trull  in  the  Lord  Hall 
be  like  that  mount  Zion,  that  can  never  be  moved.  * 


First — The  Feast  of  Tabernacles.* 


I  HE  fead  of  tabernacles  was  one  of  the  three  grand 
fedivals,  in  which  all  the  males  of  Ifraei  appeared  be¬ 
fore  God  in  Jerufalem.  It  began  on  the  fifteenth' 
day  of  the  feventh  month*,  which  was  four  days  after 
*  their  mournful  fall  on  the  day  of  expiation,  and  was 
celebrated  with  all  poflible  demondrations  of  joy,  and 
national  gladnefs..  It  laded  eight  days,  and  was  the 
longed  of  all  their  folemnities  and  the  lad  day  is 
called  in  the  New  Tedament,  the  great  day  of  the  feajl. 


tJpon  this  6ay,  we  are  informed,  u  Jejfus  flood  and 

Z  2*  cried*, 

a  Pfal.  exxv.  T., 


*The  acceptable  celebration  of  the  following  articles  be-v 
ing  fixed,  by  divine  appointment,  to  Jerufalem,  they  are  in¬ 
troduced  here  to  explain  and  illuflrate  the  great  impel* 
tance  bf  that  city  as  a  typical  place,  though,  in  another  view, 
they  might  rather  appear  to  belong  to  the  head  of  typical^ 
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erred,  If  any  man  third,  let  him  come  unto  me  ^id 
drink;”*  alluding,  as  is  commonly  thought,  to  a  ceremo¬ 
ny  they  ufually  performed  on  that  occafion  with  great 
pomp,  though  it  be  not  commanded  in  the  law.*  On 
all  the  eight  days  they  were  to  offer  the  facrifices,  which 
are  minutely  condefcended  upon  by  Mofes.  On  the  firft 
day,  thirteen  young  bullocks,  two  rams,  and  fourteen 
lambo  of  the  fird  year,  and  one  kid  of  the  goats  for  a 
fin-offering,  befide  the  continual  burnt-offering.  But 
it  is  worthy  of  our  notice,  that  the  bullocks  diminifh- 
ed  by  one  every  fubfequent  day,  till  on  the  feventh 
day,  but  feven  were  to  be  offered $  and  upon  the 

eighth. 

3  John  vli.  yj. 

*  Tremellius  on  John  vii.  37,obferves  from  the  Talmud, 
that  the  Jews  ufed,  on  the  eighth  day  of  this  feaft,  to  march 
round  the  altar  feven  times,  fmging  Iiofannah,  with  palm- 
branches  in  their  hands,  in  memory  of  the  Ifraelites,  in  the 
days  of  Jofhua,  their  marching  round  Jericho  feven  times  on 
the  day  of  its  fall.  And  befides,  he  informs  us  from  the 
fame  authority,  that  on  this  day  they  drew  water,,  with  great 
joy  from  the  brook  Siloam,  at  the  foot  of  mount  Zion,  car¬ 
ried  it  to  the  priefts  in  the  temple,  where  tl*  y  made  a  liba¬ 
tion  of  it,  mingled  with  wine,  upon  the  altar.  In  the  time 
cf  drawing  the  water,  they  fung  that  cheerful  ditty  of  the 
prophet  Ifaiah,  “  With  joy  fhall  ye  draw  water  out  of  the 
wells  of  falvation.”  They  pretended  that  the  prophets 
Haggai  and  Zechariah  were  the  in (H tutors  of  thefe  rites 
and  they  imagined  that  the  Holy  Ghofl  was  fo  delighted 
with  their  carnal  mirth  and  vociferation,  as  to  impart  to 
ihem,  on  this  occafion,  a  prophetical  afflatus ;  which  happen¬ 
ed  ,  they  fay,  to  the  prophet  Jonah.  The  fame  writer  ob- 
Mf’yves,  that  as  the  Jews  had  miferably  perverted  this  or  di¬ 
ne?,  by  the,  addition  of  their  own  magical  ceremonies,  fo 
iff  intended  to  reprove  and  filence  their  mad  vocifera- 
vvhen  he  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  and  to  lead  them 
’•03  the  terreflrial  water  to  the  water  of  life,  and 


away  i  the  only  fcope''of  this  feaff,  and  of  all  other  cexe- 
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eighth  and  lad,  though  the  great  day  of  the  feaft,  they 
offered  but  one  bullock,.  Did  not  God  intend,  by 
this  gradual  abatement,  as  the  folemnity  advanced,  to 
exhibit  unto  his  people  a  reprefentation  of  the  decay¬ 
ing  nature  of  that  difpenfation  they  were  under  ;  that  x 
time  (hould  come  when  thefe  facrihces  fhould  vanifh 
^.way  altogether,  and  give  place  to  more  fpiritual  ob¬ 
lations,  which  fhould  pleale  the  Lord  better  than  an^ 
bullock  that  hath  both  horns  and  hoofs  ? 

But  the  ceremony  that  gave  the  name  to  this  joy¬ 
ful  feaft  was  their  dwelling  in  booths  the  firft  feven 
days.  Thefe  booths  were  made  of  olive-branches, , 
pine-branches,  myrtle-branches,  palm-branches,,  wil¬ 
lows  of  the  brook,  and  branches  of  other  goodly  trees,,  , 
they  cut  down>  and  carried  about  in  their  hands.. 
And  that  none  might  be  at  a  lofs  to  know  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  this  ordinance,  it  is  exprefsly  declared  by  God; 
himfelf,  “  That  your  generations  may  know  that  I. 
made  the  children  of  Ifrael  to  dwell  in  booths,  when.* 
1  brought  them  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt/7 a  So< 
prone  are  human  minds  to  bury  in  oblivion  thofe  mer¬ 
cies  that  are  pa  ft,  that  fuch  rememorative  inftitutions, 
have  been. always  held  neceffary  and  expedient.  And 
furely  the  divine  power  and  goodnefs  difplayed  to  the 
forefathers  of  the  Jews,  in  miraculouily  providing  all 
neceffary  accommodations  for  them  in  a.  defolate  wil¬ 
der  neffs,  deferved  anniversary  celebration,  no  iefs  than 
their  Exodus,  or  departure  from,  Egypt.,  By  this, 
glad  feaft,  they  praifed  God  for  that  good  land  into 
■vyhich  he  had  brought  them.  “  Our  anceftors,,>  as 
if  they  had  faid,  “once  wandered  in  the  wildernefsj, 
in  a  foiitary  way,  they  found  no  city  to  dwell  in.  But 
Q  that  men  would  piaffe  the  Lord  for  his  goodnefs ! 
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he  led  taem  forth  by  a  way  that  was  right,  to  go  to  a 
city  of  habitation.  Indead  of  thefe  dreary  profpeds 
our  fathers  had  m  the  wiiderneis  forty  years,  we,  their 
podenty,  are  introduced  to  this  delicious  country, 
where  we  fow  fields,  and  plant  vineyards,  that  yield 
us  runs  of  increafe,  whofe  rich  and  generous  foil 
lupp lies 1  us  with  thefe  goodly  trees,  from  whence  we 
pluck  thefe  verdant  branches  And  we  may  add 
with  great  probability,  that  their  dwelling  ,n  booths  fo 
many  days  every  year,  was  a  folemn  recognition,  that 
they  were  dill  in  a  wandering  date,  though  fettled 
m  Canaan  ;  that  they  looked  on  themfelves  as  dran- 
geis  on  the  earth,  even  in  the  land  of  piomife  ;  as 
ibe  patriaichs,  from,  whom  they  fprung,  confeffed.  bv 
dwelling  in  tents  and  tabernacles  in  this  fame  hud 
that  they  were  but  pilgrims  here,  and  expend  a  bet- 
ter  heavenly  inheritance.  Truly  this  has  been  the 
umverfal  acknowledgment  of  good  men  in  every  age, 
who  have  edeemed  their  felicity  to  arife,  not  fo  much 
-rom  their  prefent.  enjoyments,  as  their  future  prof- 
petts.  They  have  not  only  counted  themfelves  pil¬ 
grims  and  fojourners,  when  druggling  with,  adyet%, 
and  wandering  from  one  country  to  another,  without 
a  fixed  abode  ;  but  when,  elevated  to  the  very  fummit 
of  fortune,  and  enjoying  the  mod  profound  repofe 
which,  this  terredrial  Hate  affords.  A.  tabernacle  is 
the  common  appellation  of  a  dwelling-place,  in  the 
Old  Tedament ;  and  in  the  New  Ttdament,  the 
body  in  which  the  foul  is  lodged  is  dyled  by  the 
great  apoffle,  the  earthly  houje  of  this  tabernacle  p  which 
is  diffolved  by  death,  and  refigns  to  a  more  perma¬ 
nent  houfe,  a  building  of  God,  eternal  in  the  heavens. 
David,  a  glorious  king,  called  his  palace  the  tabernacle 
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of  his  houfe  ;a  and  Jefus  Chrid,  when  he  lived  on  the 
earth,  at  lead  after  he  began  to  ad  in  his  public  char- 
after,  had  no  proper  home,  but  chofe  to  be  the  gued, 
fometimes  to  one,  and  fometimes  to  another  of  his 
followers.  Whatever  other  reafons  might  be  align¬ 
ed  for  this  condud  of  our  L»ord,  it  feems  as  if  he  had 
defigned  to  exhibit,  to  all  his  genuine  oifciples,  an 
illuftrious  example  of  fuperior  indifference  to  all  fub- 
lunary  things,  and  to  inculcate,  in  the  dronged  man¬ 
ner,  upon  their  minds,  tc  Arife  ye,  and  depart  ;  this 
is  not  your  red.,,b  Set  not  your  affedions,  O  my 
people,  on  this  tranfitory  fcene  of  things  ;  remember 
the  glorious  hopes  you  entertain  of  ad  million  into  the 
celedia!  manfions,  and  ^earn  of  me  not  to  regard  this 
world  as  your  home.  Then  do  we  keep  the  feafl  of 
tabernacles  in  a  fpiritual  manner,  when  we  raife  our 
ardent  hopes  to  thofe  glad  regions  where  God  our 
Father,  where  Chrid  our  elder  Brother,  and  all  the 
hoiy  faints,  and  bleffed  angels,  inhabit  for  evermore ; 
when  we  view  thefe  earthly  manfions,  and  even  the 
'  grave  itfelf,  as  but  our  fhort  home,  and  places  of  tran¬ 
sient  refidence,  in  comparifon  of  eternal  habitations. 

But  the  fead  of  the  tabernacles  feems  chiefly  to 
be  a  figure  of  that  holy  joy,  and  fpiritual  gladnefs 
which  is  both  the  duty  and  privilege  of  the  true  cir- 
cumcifion,  who  worfhip  God  in  the  fpirit.  It  is  long 
fince  this  folemnity  was  difcontinued ;  for  God  has 
made  all  their  fead-days  to  ceafe ;  and  there  is  no 
warrant  in  the  fcriptures  for  us  under  the  Chridian 
economy,  to  revive  this  ceremonial  ordinance.  But 
dill  we  have  the  fubdance  of  this  fnadow,  and  ought 
to  keep  this  fead,  though  not  in  a  carnal  manner ;  for 

a  prophet 
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a  prophet  of  the  Jews*  foretels  the  converfion  of  the 
entdes,  m  phcafes  which  evidently  import,  that 
tht^  joyfui  rites  are  figures  of  gofpel  worfiiip.  The 
Chrifhan  joys,  both  in  the  prefent  and  future  life 
te.u  to  have  been  prefigured  by  this  Jewifii  fe/livity. 
.  ,  e£an  foon.  after  the  forrowful  day  of  expiation 

m  which  they  abided  their  fouls,  and  had  a  lively 
repre  jntanon  of  the  great  atonement.  Exadly  f0, 
the  Chruhan  joy  treads  upon  the  heel  of  godly  forrow  - 
and  it  is  the  prerogative  of  the  High  and  Lofty  One! 
to  revive.  the  fpirit  of  the  humble  and  the  heart  of 
the  contrite  one.  The  bloody  death  and  meritorious 
Offerings  of  the  great  Sacrifice,  is  the  fource  from 
whence  it  Ipnngs.  It  is  ifrange,  but  certain,  the  fin- 
ner  s  unfpeakable  joy  arifes  from  the  Saviour’s  unut¬ 
terable  woe.  Well  may  they  keep  a  fead  of  taberna¬ 
cles,  who  have  received  the  atonement  by  Jefus  Ohrid  : 
\Vw  may  tluy  ihout  for  -joy,  whofe  iniquity  is  par- 
oned,  whole  tranfigrefiion  is  covered,  and  to  whom 
the  x.ord  will  not  impute  fin  ;  for  though  he  was  angry 
With  them,  his  anger  is  turned  awav, 

r>\  as .  ^0jemn  fead  laded  eight  days,  the 
Chriltian’s  joy  is  not  like  the  joy  of  the  hypocrite, 
but  for  a  moment ;  for  it  Ihouid  be  perpetuated  through 
the  wnole  courfe  of  his  life.  iRejoice  evermore, 5,a  is 
a  New  Tedament  precept  perpetually  obliging.  There 
are  times  v/hen  carnal  mirth  may  be  very  unfeafon- 
able,  and  highly  improper ;  but  what  Ihouid  forbid 
that  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghod,  which  is  the  gladnefs  of 

.  his 

Zech.  xiv.  1 6.  “And  it  fhall  come  to  pafs,  that  every 
one  that  is  left  of  all  the  nations  which  came  againft  Jeru- 
falem,  fhall  even  go  up  from  year  to  year,  to  worfhip  the 
King,  the  Lord  ot  holts,  and  to  keep  the  feaft  of  taker* 
cades/’  &c. 
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his  nation,  to  be  indulged  at  all  times  ?  It  is  a  joy 
that  may  exit!  in  the  lame  foul,  together  with  the 
moil  unfeigned  forrow,  and  mod  lively  contrition.  It 
may  even  comport  with  the  mod  afflicted  date  in  this 
world,  and  abound  in  the  greated  of  tribulations.  It  is 
a  continual  fead,  which  the  unparalleled  afflictions  of 
Paul  were  not  capable  of  interrupting.  Job  could  fay, 
4i  Bleded  be  the  name  of  the  Lord,,,a  in  the  mod  com¬ 
plicated  didrefs.  And  “  though  the  fig-treC  fflould  not 
blofTom,  though  fruit  fflould  not  be  found  in  the  vines, 
though  the  labour  of  the  olive  fflould  fail,  though  the 
dock  fflould  be  cut  of  from  the  fold,  and  there  fflould 
be  no  herd  in  the  dalls  f  it  was  the  firm  refoiution 
of  Habakkuk,  “  yet  will  I  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  and 
be  glad  in  the  God  of  my  falvationd’b 

However,  it  mud  be  owned,  the  fead  is  kept  here 
but  imperfectly.  We  are  in  heavinefs  through  man¬ 
ifold  temptations,  and  mud  not  expeCt  to  have  all 
tears  wiped  away  in  a  place  of  fin  and  forrow.  The 
principal  celebration  of  this  fedival  in  heaven, 
where  alone  there  is  fulnefs  of  pure  unmixed  joy.  In 
comparifon  of  this  bleded  date,  how  imperfetf:  is  the 
prefent !  It  may  be  refembled  to  the  forrowful  day  of 
expiation,  that  preceded  this  joyful  fead.  But  as  the 
Jews  of  old,  for  one  day  of  forrow,  had  eight  days  of 
gladnefs,  fo  momentary  affliction  fflall  there  give  place 
to  everlading  joy.  The  beloved  apodle  deferibes  the 
heavenly  date  in  allufion  to  the  ceremonies  of  this 
fead;  “And  I  beheld,  and  lo  a  great  multitude, 
which  no  man  could  number,  of  all  nations,  and  kin¬ 
dreds,  and  people,  and  tongues,  dood  before  the  throne, 
and  before  the  Lamb,  cloathed  with  white  robes.”c 

And, 
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And,  as  the  Jews  were  wont  at  the  feaft  of  taberna- 
c  les,  they  had  palms  in  their  hands,  and  fung  with  a 
Aud  voice  the  great  hofannah. 
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Atonement. 

the  tenth  day  of  the  feventh  month,  (a 
month  diflinguifhed  in  the  Tewifh  rubric  for  the  great 
number  of  feflivals  obferved  in  it)  the  whole  body  of 
the  people  of  Ifrael  were  required  to  keep  a  folemn 
fall  to  afflidt  their  fouls  tor  tin,  and  to  abflain  from  all 
manner  of  fervile  work.  But  the  chief  folemnities 
of  the  day  conlilled  in  thofe  rites  by  which  the  high 
pried  was  to  make  atonement  for  the  fins  of  his 
nation;  which  rites  were  never  pia&ifed  but  upon 
this  occafion.  Whatever  our  great  High  Pried  has 
done  for  the  falvation  of  his  people  in  earth  beneath, 
or  in  heaven  above,  was  prefigured  in  thefe  venerable 
folemnities.  This  the  infpired  writer  to  the  Hebrews 
having  at  great  length  illudrated  to  our  hand,  it  will 
not  be  neceflfary  to  enlarge  upon  it.  Let  it  fufhce 
briefly  to  enumerate  the  facerdotal  a&ions  referved 
for  this  memorable  day,  and  then  to  hint  at  their  typi¬ 
cal  fenfe. 

How  then  was  the  Jewifh  high  pried:  to  equip 
himfelf  for  the  fervice  of  the  day  ?  He  was  to  put  on 
his  holy  linen  garments  after  wafhing  himfelf.  He 
v/as  to  furnifh  himfelf  with  a  bullock  for  a  fin  offering, 
and  a  ram  for  a  burnt-offering,  to  be  offered  for  his 
own  fins,  and  the  fins  of  his  family.  He  was  alfo  to 
t  take 
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take  of  the  congregation  two  kids  q.f  the  goats  for  a 
fin-offering,  and  a  ram  for  a  burnt-offering.  The 
two  goats,  making  but  one  offering  together,  were  not 
to  be  ufed  in  the  fame  manner.  One  of  them  was  to 
be  offered  unto  the  Lord  after  the  manner  of  a  fin 
offering ;  the  other  ptefented  alive  before  the  Lord,  - 
■and  then  difmiifed  into  the  wildernefs.  The  facrifices 
being  prepared,  he  proceeded  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner  :  Firft,  he  killed  the  bullock,  to  atone  for  himfelf 
and  family;  and  taking. in  his  hand  a  cenfer  full  of 
burning  coals  from  off  the  altar,  and  a  quantity  off 
fweet  incenfe,  fufficient  to  raife  a  cloud  that  fhould 
cover -the  mercy-feat,  taking  alfo  the  blood  of  his 
bullock  in  a  veffel,  he  went  into  the  fan&uary,  fet  the 
fncenie  on  fire,  and  fprinkled  the  blood  upon  and 
before  the  mercy-feat.  The  facrifice  for  himfelf  be¬ 
ing  thus  performed,  he  Returns  out  of  the  fan&uarf, 
sar*d  kills  the  goat  of  the  fin-offering  for  the  people  5 
and  bringing  his  blood  again  within  the  vail,  he 
fprinkles  it,  as  he  had  done  with  the  blood  of  the 
bullock,  upon  the  mercy-feat,  and  iikewife  upon  the 
golden  altar.  “  And,”  faid  the  lawgiver  of  the  Jews* 
4t  there  fhall  be  no  man  in  the  tabernacle,  when  he 
goeth  in  to  make  an  atonement  in  the  holy  place, 
until  he  come  out.3',a  The  next  ceremony  is  this  £ 
be  brings  the  live  goat,  and  laying  his  hands  upon  the 
head  of  the  creature,  confeffes  over  him  all  the  in¬ 
iquities  of  the  children  of  Ifrael,  putting  them  upoA 
the  head  of  the  goat,  and  fends  him  by  fome  fit  man 
into  the  wildernefs ;  “  And  the  goat,”  faid  the  Lord, 
fhall  bear  upon  him  all'  the  iniquities  of  the  children 
©f  Ifrael,  into  a  land  not  inhabited  ”b  This  done,  he 
goes  into, the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation,  and 
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{hipping  himfelf  of  his  linen  garments,  he  depofites 
them  in  the  holy  place,  wafhes  himfelf,  puts  on  his 
golden  garments  for  glory  and  beauty,  comes  forth  to 
the  people,  and  offers  the  two  rams  for  a  burnt-offer¬ 
ing,  the  one  for  himfelf,  and  the  other  for  the  people* 
L.adly,  the  fat  of  the  fin-offering  is  burnt  upon  the 
altar,  and  the  bodies  of  the  bullock  and  goat,  whofe 
blood  had  been  carried  into  the  holy  place,  were 
burnt  without  the  camp. 

Such  is  the  order  of  the  holy  rites  to  be  praCHfed 
on  this  great  atfniverfary ;  and  the  happy  effects  of  it 
are  faid  to  be  a  cleanjmg  jrom  cdl  their  Jins*  Now,  it 
is  evident  thefe  carnal  ordinances  have  many  marks  of 
weaknefs  and  imperfection.  If  we  fpeak  of  real  atone¬ 
ment,  it  was  utterly  impoflible  that  the  blood  of  thefe 
bullocks  and  goats  could  take  fin  away  as  pertaining 
to  the  confcience.  They  were  but  brute  creatures, 
of  inferior  nature  to  the  pried  that  offered  them,  and 
to  the  people  for  whom  they  were  offered.  They 
were  offered  by  a  finful  man,  who  needed  atonement 
for  himfelf.  They  were  offered  year  by  year  contin¬ 
ually,  and  in  them  a  remembrance  was  again  made  of 
iin  every  year.  Now,  if  they  could  have  made  the 
comers  to  them  perfect,  would  they  not  have  ceafed 
to  be  offered  ?  Mod  certainly  they  would :  becaufe 
that  the  worfhippers  once  purged,  fhould  have  had  no 
more  confcience  of  fin.  In  all  thefe  things  the  Pried 
of  our  profeifion  has  the  pre-eminence.  He  needed 
not,  like  Aaron  and  his  fucceffors,  to  offer  for  him¬ 
felf,  being  harmlefs  and  undefiled.  He  needed  not  to 
jhed  the  blood  of  others ;  for  he  was  able  to  offer  up 
himfelf.  He  needed  not  repeat  his  facrifice  oftener 
than  once,  or  differ  often  from  the  foundation  of  the 
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world  :  for  by  one  offering  he  hath  forever  perfected 
all.  them  that  are  fanttified.  Thefe  neceffaty  allow¬ 
ances  beintr  made,  of  the  vail  difparity  between  che 
•type  and  jefus  Chi  ill,  we  (hall  proceed  to  enumerate 
fome  of  thefe  grand  evangelical  myfteries  that  were 
enigmatically  preached  unto  the  Jews  in  the  trani- 
adtions  of  this  day. 

That  in  future  time^a  true  and  proper  atonement 
fhould  be  made  for  the-fins  of  Ifiaei ;  or,  to  iuc  the 
dyle  of  the  prophet  Zechariah,  that  “  God  WQind 
remove  the  iniquity  of  his  land  in  one  day  :  *  ,tnis 
feems  to  have  been  the  leading  dodbine  held  forth  m 
all  the  facrifices,  but  efpecialiy  in  thofe  that  we-e 
offered  on  this  occalion.  Yet  a  little. while,  and  God 
will  exhibit  a  propitiation  in  the  promifed  Mefliah, 
who  fhall  fmifn  tranfgrellion,  and  make  an  end  of  fin, 
and  perfedlly  do  that  will  of  God,  which  cannot  oe 
done  by  facrifice  for  fin,  and  burnt-offerings.  And 
how  {hall  this  great  event  be  brought  to  pafs  ?  How 
fliali  the  Meffias  redeem  all  Ifrael  from  all  his  iniqui¬ 
ties  l  What  fhall  he  do  ?  What , fhall  be  done  unto 
him  ?  How  fhall  he  begin,  and  in  what  manner  fhall 
he  finifh  the  arduous  work  ?  Thefe  quedions^  may  all 
be  anfwered  by. thefe  anniverfary  rites. 

It  was  figmfied,  that  the  great  Maker  of  atonement 
fhould  affume  the  nature  of  the  perfons  for  whdm  it 
fhould  be  made  :  for  their  high  pried  was  one  of  their 

brethren,  and  taken  from  among  men. - That 

when  he  fhould  come  into  the  world,  to  do  the  will 
of  God,  he  fhould  not  make  a  fplendid  figure,  nor 
array  himfelf  in  all  that  glory  of  which  die  is  truly 
poffeffed.  For  the  high  pried  of  the  jews,  upon  the 
day  of  .atonement,  put  not  on  at  the  fird  his  bed  fuit 
%  of 
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of  apparel,  but  was  content  with  the  holy  linen  gar¬ 
ments  he  wore  in  common  with  other  priefts. _ -That 

he  fhould  be  conflituted  a  public  perfon,  and  reprefent 
a  great  number  of  individuals,  in  whatever  fhould  be 
done  by  him.  For  the  high  pried  did  not  officiate 
m  the  garments  which  he  commonly  wore,  but  ia 
thefe  public  robes  that  were  the  badges  of  his  public 

chara&er  as  the  reprefentative  of  the  people. _ That 

the  fins  of  ail  the  redeemed  fhould  be  transferred 
upon  him,  and  become  his  own  by  legal  imputation. 
For  all  the  iniquities  of  the  children,  of  Ifrael  were 
Solemnly  confeffed  over  the  head  of  the  fcape-coat* 

before  he  was  difmiffed  into  the  wildernefs. _ L/fhat 

when  thus  charged  with  guilt,  he  fhould  differ  the 
punifhment  of  death,  and  his  life  be  violently  taken 
v  away.  For  the  other  goat,  the  bullock,  and  the  two 
rams,  were  killed  for  fin-offerings  and  burnt-offerings. 
And  “without  fhedding  of  blood  was  no  remif- 

tion/,a— - That  the  blood  of  Jefus  fhould  be  fhed  in. 

'a  public  manner  without  the  gate.  For  the  bodies  of 

thefe  beads  were  burned  without  the  camp. - That 

he  fhould,  however,  live,  £ven  when  dead,  as  to  his 
divine  nature,  and  be  a  glorious  conqueror  of  the 
grave  by  his  refurreiftion.  For  the  fcape-goat,  which 
was  the  half  of  the  *  fin-offering  for  the  people,  was 

>■  not  to  be  killed  as  the  other  goat. - That  he 

ihould,  when  the  work  of  purging  our  fins  was  finifh- 
ed,  difappear  on  earth,  enter  within  the  vail  of  thefe 
afpedtable  heavens,  into  that  happy  place  where  God 
relides  among  the  bleffed  angels.  For  when  the  high 
pried  had  died  the  blood  of  the  bullock  and  the  goat, 
he  went  out  of  the  fight  of  the  Ifraelites,  entering 
within  the  vail,  into  that  venerable  apartment,  where 

were 
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were  the  fymbols  of  the  divine  prefence,  and  where 

Tehovah 'fat  enthroned  between  the  cherubims. - - 

That  his  mod  precious  blood  fhould  be  the  Key  to 
open  the'  everlading  gates,  or  (hould  procure  his  wel; 
come  reception  into  the  prefence  of  God.  r  or  unlels 
the  high  pried  had  offered  up  the  appointed  victims, 
he  durh  not  have  prefumed  to  fee  the  Gee  of  God 
in  the  mod  holy  place.— — -I hat  though  the  heavens 
{hould  contain  him,  and  the  world  fee  him  no  more, 
he  fhould  dill  be  carrying  on  his  prie-ftly  woik  in  the* 

•  prefence  of  Jehovah.  For  when  the  Jewidi  pried 
entered  within  the  vail,  he  perfumed  the  mercy- feat 
with  incenfe,  and  fprinkled  it  with  blood.  Truly, 
unlefs  the  high  pried  had  gone  into  the  holied  of  a.i 
with  his  blood  and'  incerde,  he  had  not  difeharged 
the  mod  glorious  part  of  his  work.  If  he  had  only 
offered  the  vi&ims,  and  gone  no  further  than  the 
middle  court,  the  inferior  pried-s  had  been  upon  a 
level  with  him  ;  for  thefe  things  they  did  as  well  as 
f  he.  So  if  Jefus  Chrift  were  dill  on  earth,  where  he 
offered  up  himfelf,  if  he  had  not  gone  to  the  l  admr, 
and  retired  from  the  view^of  men,  he  could  riot  be  a 
pried  in  the  mod  eminent  fenfe  of  the  word,  the  mod  - 
glorious  part  of  his  function  werc-diil-to  be,  difeharged, 
arid  the  refemblance  betwixt  him  and  the  jewifh  high 
pried  would  be  vary  lams  and  imperfc<5t.  jouc  rejoice, 
O  ye  that  believe  on  his  name,  and  ye  who  make  his 
atonement  the  principal  bafis-  of  your  comfort  ;  for 
we'  have  a  great  High  Pried  y  that  was  once  on  eaith, 
but  is  now  paffed  into  the  heavens,  Jefus  the  Son  of 
God.  There  he  appears  as  a  Lamb  as  it  had  been 
(lain,  and  dands  with  his  golden  ccnfer,  to  offer  up 
the  incenfe  of  his  interceffion  with  the  prayers  of  all 
A  time  will  come,  when  the  interpofmg  vao 
A  a.  2,  fhjiJ'L 
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b,e  dr?w?  afids>  the  great  High  Prieft  return, 
with  found  of  trumpet,  to  blefs  his  expecting  people, 
and  ahfolve  them  from  all  their  iniquities  before  an 
affembled  world;  for  « to  them  that  look  for  him,  he 
liull  appear  the  fecond  time,  without  fin,  unto  falsa?- 
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•A  s  it  was  the  will  of  God,  that  his  people  fhould 
dwell  alone,  and  be  divided  from  all  nations  of  the 
world  by  a  wall  of  partition,  till  the  Meilias  fhould 
come  to  pull  it  down  ;  fo  befides  a  great  number  of 
other  peculiarities,  they  mult  not  plough  nor  low,  nor 
reap,  in  the  fame  mariner  as  other  people.  The  rites 
with  which  they  began  and  fimfhed  their  harvelt,  are 
not  unworthy  of  a  particular  notice.  Befides  the 
charitable  regulation,  they  obferved,  in  not  making  a 
clean  riddance  of  the  corners  of  their  held,  nor  gath¬ 
ering  any  gleanings,  nor  returning  to  fetch  a  for¬ 
gotten  iheaf  (for  there  were  the  perquifites  of  the 
poor  ftranger,  the  fatherlefs,  and  the  widow  :)  they 
were  commanded  to  begin  their  harveft  with  offering 
to  the  i^ord  a  (heal  of  the  firft -fruits,.  and  to  end  it.  ' 
in  a  holy  convocation,  and  an,  offering  of  two  loaves, 
with  other  foleninities. 

i  he  beginning  or  harvefl  in  the  holy  land,  was  on. 
the  morrow  after  t)ie  feaft  of  the  paffover,  when  they 
prefe nted  their  flrfl-iruits  hnto  the  Tord,  not  only  for 

tbs 
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the  whole  congregation,  but,,  as  it  would  feem,  for 
every  particular  family.  The  form  of  words  to  be 
pronounced  on  this  oceafion  by  him  that  offered  the 
itrft-fruits,  is  exprefsly  recorded  in  the  Jewifh  law  ;*• 
and  the  wife,  king  of  Ifrael  enforces  the  obedience  of 
this  religious  precept  with  ,  the  affurance  of  the  heav- 
*  enly  benediction  ;  “Honour  the  Lord  with  thy  fub- 
ftance,  and  with  the  firft-fruits  of  thine  increafe,  fo 
fhall  thy  barns  be  filled  with  plenty,  and  thy  preffes, 
Hliall  burft  out  with  new  wine,”3  They  were  forbid, 
to  taffe  themfelves  the  produce  of  the  year,  whether 
bread,  parched  corn,  or  green  ears,  till  they  had 
brought  the  appointed  offering  to  their  God,  as  an  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  his  dominion,  and  expreflion  of 
their  gratitude.  It  feems  to  haye  been  a  fignificant 
ceremony,  intended  to  revive  that  law  of  nature, 
that  the  all-bounteous  Giver  fliould  be  honoured  with 
our  firff  and  beff.  And  truly,  the  obfervance  of  this 
rule  is  not  only  enjoined  every  where  in  the  Mofaic 
ritual,  but  may  be  traced  as  high  as  the  offering  of 
the  firfl  martyr,  who  brought  unto  the  Lord  of  the 
firftlin  gs  of  his  flock ;  whereas  no  fuch  thing  isob- 
ferved  of  the  firff  murderer,  to  whofe  offering  the 
Lord  had  .20  refpeCt.  Befides,  when  he  who  crowned 
the  year  with  his  goodnefs  required  a  fheaf  to  be  giv¬ 
en  him,  it  might  imp  refs  upon  their  minds  fuch  mo¬ 
mentous  truths  as  thefe,  that  we  can  give  nothing  to 
God  but  what  we  firft  receive  from  God ;  that  what 
we  prefent  unto  God,  cannot  be.  profitable  unto  him 

and 

*  Deut..  X3fvi.  3,  5.  “  I  profefs  this  day,  that  I  am  come 
into  the  country  which  the  Lord  fware  unto  our  fathers 
for  to  give  us,  A  Syrian  ready  to  perilh  was  my  fa* 
ther,”  &c. 

5  Frov,  iii,  9,  icu 
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and  that  what  he  requires,  is  nothing  to  what  he 
beftows.  What  is  a  fingle  fheaf  to  all  the  treafures  of 
the  harvefl  ?  Would  he  not  been  a  fooli/h  Ifraelite, 
who  would  have  regarded  his  puny  fheaf  as  an  equiv-, 
alent  or  price  that  deferved  at  God’s  hands  the  rich 
productions  of  the  year  ?  Nor  is -it  lefs  ahfurd  for  any 
to  imagine,  that  their  moil:  ufeful  a&tons  can  deferve 
the  gift  of  eternal  life,  that  joyful  harveft  of  light  that 
is  fovvn  for  the  Mghteous,  and  of  gladnefs-that  is  fown 
for  the  upright  in  heart. 

The  end  of  harvefl:  was  -  upon  the  fiftieth  day  after 
it  began.  This  day  was- folemnized  with  a  religious 
aflembling,  and  with- abflaining  from  fervile  work*. 
The  hufbandman  had  feen  the  fruits  of  his  ground- 
brought  to  maturity,  and  teflified  his  gratitude  by  the 
fheaf  which  he  offered  with  holy-rites,  upon  the  firff 
day  ;  and  now  he  offers,  upon  the  fiftieth  day,  .two- 
large  loaves  of  fine  flour  baken  with -leaven,.  which  are 
alfo  called  the  ff  fruits  unto  the  Tor  dp  and  were  a 
thank-offering,  as  well  as  the  fheaff  to  that  good  God 
who  had  referved  for  them  the  appointed,  weeks  of 
the  harvefl.  On  the  beginning  of  Pentecofl,  they 
offered  with  the  fheaf  a- lamb  without  blem'ifh  for  a 
burntmffering  ;  but  now  their  gratitude  muff  rife  in 
proportion  to  the  favours  they  receive,  and  not  one 
lamb,  but  feven  lambs,  one  young  bullock,  and  two 
rams,  muff  fm oak  upon  God’s  altar. 

We  are  informed  by  the  hiftorian.  of  the  New- 
Teffament,  that  this  fiftieth  day  coincided  with  the 
mo  ft  remarkable  event  of  the  defcent  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft  upon  the  firft  founders  of  Chriftianity.  “  When 
the  days  of  Pentecofl  were  fully  come,  they  were* all 
with  one  accord  in  one  place :  and  fuddenly  there 

came  - 
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came  a  found  from  heaven,  as  of  a  rulhing  mighty 
wind  :  ‘and  there  appeared  unto  them  cloven  tongues, 
as  of  fire,  and  fat  upon  each  of  them  ;  and  they  were 
all '  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghcd,  and  began  to  fpeak 
with  tongues,  as  the  Spirit  gave  them  utterance. >,a 
By  infpe£ting  the  hidory  of  the  Israelites*  march  from 
Egypt,  it  will  ajfo  be  found,  that  upon  this  very  day 
the  law  was  given  at  mount  Sinai.  The  conjunction 
of  thefe  two  grand  events  on  the  lad  day  of  the  Fen- 
tecoft,  feems  not  without  fome  fpecial  intention  in  the 
Holy  Ghoft.  Fifty  days  after  the  deliverance  from 
Egypt,  was  the  killing  letter,  or  the  fiery  law  given  ; 
and  fifty  days  after  the  re furr edition  of  Chrift,  our  bet¬ 
ter  deliverance,  was  the  quickening  Spirit  difpenfed,  to 
write  the  law,  not  on  hard  tables  of  (tone,  but  on  the 
flefhly  tables  of  the  heart,  and  to  qualify  the  apoftles 
to  begin  ;a  new  harveft,  far  more  important  than  was 
now  happily  finifhed  ;  a  harveft  not  of  corn,  but  of 
men,  to  be  reaped  by  putting  the  fickle  of  the  word 
of  God  into  the  field  of  the  world. 

Such  were  the  facred  rites,  with  which,  the  Jews 
began  and  finifhed  their  harveft :  and,  in  the  language 
of  the  New  Tefiament,  whatever  thing  is  the  begin¬ 
ning,  pledge,  and  earned:  ’of  more  of  the  fame  kind,  is 
ftyled  firjl  fruits.  So  the firfi fruits  of  Achaiaf  denotes 
the  mod  early  converts  to  the*  Chridian  faith  in  that 
part  of  the  world  ;  and  thofe  begun  graces  and  confo- 
kticms  of  the  Holy  Ghod,  that  are  the  earned  of  the 
eternal  inheritance,  are  denominate  the  firfi  fruits  of  the 
Spirit .c  But  we  fhall  chiefly  obferve  the  application 
of  this  epithet  to  Chrid,  and  to  believers. 

“  Chrift,”  fays  the  infpired  apodle,  “  isrifen  from 
the  dead,  and  become »  the  firfl-fruits  of  them  that  . 

^  deepT 

a  Afts  ii.  x,  %  3,  4,  b  t  Cor,  xvi,  l$«  c  Rom,  viii,  23^ 


2 9®  -  'Typical  Places.-  [Book  III 

fleep.,,a  May  we  not  hence  -affirm*  -that -as  the  bar- 
vdt  is  a  natural  emblem  cf  the  end  of  the. world,  and 
general  refurrechom;  fo  the  Jewifh  fird-fruits  did  lep- 
refent  the  refurreaion  of  the  Son  of  God.  The  bod¬ 
ies  of  the  faints,  when  depolited  in  the  grave,  may 
be  compared  to  that  feed  which  the  hufbandman  com- 
rmts  to  the  furrows- of  the  field.  One  would  imag¬ 
ine,  ,that  the  grain  once  buried  under  the  clod,  would 
never  more  emerge  from  under  it.  But  condant  ex¬ 
perience  adu?es  us,  that  by  the  combined  influence  of 
vemai  fhowers  and  funs,  it  will  burff  the  confinement 
of  the  furrow,  and  reward  the  labourer’s  toil  with  co¬ 
pious  fruit.  So*  at  the  defHned  hour,  the  deeping 
dud  of  faints  fhall  revive  as  the  corn  ;  the  earth  jfhall 
cafe  forth  her  dead,  and  fhall  no  more  cover  her  (lain  ; 
a.nd  what  wras  fown  in  difhonour,.  fhall  be  raifed  in 
glory.  The  refurreftion  of  the  corn  is  an  event  in 
the  world  of  nature  that  clearly  proves  the  poflibility 
of  God’s  railing  the  dead.  The  refurredtion  of  Je- 
fus  Chrid  advances  further  dill,  and  evidently  proves 
the  certainty  of  .our  bodies  arifing  from  the  dud. 
Ibis  joyful  event  mot  only  proclaims,  in  louded  ac¬ 
cents,  that  the. dry  bones. can  live,  if  it  is  the  pleafure 
of  God  to  fend  forth  his  quickening  Spirit ;  but  afi- 
ferts,  in  the  drongeff  manner,  that  “  he  will  revive 
us,  he  will  raife  us  up,  and  we  (hail  live  in  his  fight.”b 
Were  the*  fird-fruits  ceaped  before  the  red  of  the  har- 
ved  ?  So  Chrid  the  fird-fruits  was  firft  raiied  from 
the  grave,  and  afterwards  they  that  are  Chrid’s  fhall 
be  raifed  at  his  coming.  Were  the  fird-fruits  a 
pledge  and  earned  to  the  Ifraelites,  that  the  whole 
harved  fhould  be  reaped  in  due  time  ?  The  refurrec- 
tion  of  Jefus  Chrid  infures  the  refurreidion  c£ 

aii 
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all  his  people  at  the  appointed  fieafon.  So  runs 
the  joyful"  declaration  in  the  prophet,  “  Thy 
dead  men  fhall  live,  together  with  my  dead  body 
fnall  they  arife  :  awake  and  fing,  ye  that  dwell  in 

duft.”a  '  .  ‘ 

But  as  the  firft-fruits  are  an  emblem  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
they  no  lefs  reprefent  the  faithful  and  the  redeemed 
from  among  men.  “  lfrael,”  fays  a  prophet,  “  was 
holinefs  to  the  Lord,  and  the  firfh  fruits  of  his  in- 
creafe.”b  And  an  apoftle  affirms,  that  “  of  his  own 
will  we  are  begotten  by  the  word  of  truth,  that  we 
fhould  be  a  kind  of  firft-fruits  of  his  creatures.”0 
Let  us  fee  the  refemblance.  The  firft-fruits  were  the 
unalienable  property  of  the  God  of  lfrael,  with  whi,ch 
it  had  been  facrilege  to  intermeddle.  Even  fo,  the 
fedeemed  are  the  portion  of  the  Lord  ;  they  are  not 
their  own,  and  all  who  devour  them  dial!  offend. 
The  firft-fruits  were  given  by  God  to  the  prieffs,  as 
a  part  of  their  maintenance.  This  puts  us  in  mind 
of  that  faying  of  our  High  Pried:,  “  Thine  they  were* 
&nd  thou  gaveft  them  me.”d  The  firft-fruits  were 
but  a  fmall  part  of  the  harvefl.  This  may  denote 
the  paucity  of  faints,  who,  in  comparifon  of  the  multi¬ 
tude,  are  like  an  handful  of  corn  in  the  earth.  But, 
laftly,  as  the  firft-fruits  didfan&ify  and  blefs  the  whole 
crop,  and  in  their  ufe  were  better  than(the  reft  ;  even 
fo  the  people  of  God,  though  few  and  fmall,  are  the 
excellent  of  the  earth,  and  a  bleffing  in  the  midft  of 
the  land,  however  much  they  may  be  undervalued  by 
worldly  men. 

1  -3  Ifai.  Kxvi.  19.  b  Jer.  ii.  3. 
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c  James  i.  18, 


3°o  . 


Typical  Placx.  {Book  III, 


Fourthly  Th^  Feast  of  the  New  Moons. 

As  the  feaft  of  the  new  moon  is  placed  among  the 
fhadows  of  good  things  to  come  by  the  apoftle  of  the 
G-entiles,  we  mlifi  not  altogether  pafs  over  it.  Though 
the  beginning  of  the  feventh  month  was  peculiarly 
lacred,  the  beginnings  of  a!!  the  other  months  were  alfo 
dedicated  unto  God,  and  foiemnized  with  holy  rites 
and  exercifes  of  devotion.  On  their  new  moons  they 
refrained  fervile  work,  offered  extraordinary  facri- 
lices,  reforted  to  the  prophets,  fearted  together,  and 
blowed  the  filver  trumpets.  Let  its  try  if  we  can  at 
hgn  the  probable  reafons  of  this  fervice,  br  the  moral 
mftrufhons  that  may  be  learned  from  this  flatute  unto- 
llrae],  and  law  of  the  God  of  Jacob. 

.  And>  might  it  not  be  dcfigned  as  an  afcrip. 
tl0n  Praife  and  thankfgiving  to  that  glorious  Bein-r, 
who  fufpended  that  filver  lamp-  in  the  blue  vault  of 
heaven,  that  it  might ♦fmooth  the  fhcides  of  night  with 
cheerful  borrowed  rays,  turn  the  ocean  in  its  bed* 
divide  our  time,  grid  ferve  the  purpofes  of  vegetation, 
as  well  as  the  golden  ruler  of  the  day  ?  They  ac¬ 
knowledged  by  this  feftival,  that  God  who  is  above, 
¥/as  the  prime  mover  of  this,  and  other  heavenly  lu¬ 
minaries  $ 

^  *  The  facrifices  for  the  new  moon  appointed  in  the  Mo- 
laic  law,  are  two  young  bullocks,  one  ram,  feven  lambs,  &c. 
Lev.  xxviii.  II.  Ezekiel  mentions  but  one  young  bullock, 
fix  Iambs,  and  a  ram,  chap.  xlvi.  6.  though  the  church  flate 
which  he  defcribes,  is  fuppofed  to  be  more  glorious  than  the 
former  one.  W  e  fee  from  this,  the  ceremonial  law  was 
not  defigned  to  be  unalterable  r  for  not  only  the  priefthood 
being  changed,  (which  the  apolhle  obferves,  Heb.  vii.  12.) 
but  the  facrifijpe  alfo  being  changed,  (according  to  Ezekiel) 
there  is  made  of  riecefiity  a  change  alfo  of  the  law* 
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minaries ;  that  to  him  they  were  indebted  for  all  the 
beneficial  effe&s  of  thefe  excellent  creatures,  Had 
they  intended  to  addrefs  their  homage  to  the  hoft  of 
heaven  thenifelves,  and  not  to  him  who  formed  them 
by  the  breath  of  his  mouth,  they  would  no  doubt  have 
rather  blown  their  trumpets  to  the  rifing  fun,  or  to 
the  moon  at  her  full,  when  (he  walks  in  bvigbtnefs. 
But  God,  who  is  jealous  of  his  glory,  required  that 
he  fhouid  be  praifed  for  this  good  creature,,  not  when 
file  appears  to  her  greateft  advantage,  but  when  (he 
is  either  altogether  invifible,  or  dimly  feen  like  an 
inconfiderable  ftreak  of  light.  By  this  precaution 
hone  can  fufpett,  but  the  facred  rites  were  in  honour 
of  him  who  “  made  the  fun  to  rule  by  day,  and  the 
moon  to  rule  by  night :  for  his  mercy  endureth  for¬ 
ever.”* 

Might  it  not  alfb  be  intended  as  a  folemn  recogni¬ 
tion,  that  God  was  the  foie  proprietor  of  their  timesj, 
which  are  wholly  in  his  hand,  and  ought  to  be  dedi¬ 
cated  unto  his  fervice  ?  The  firft  days  of  their  month 
might  be  offered  to  God  for  the  fame  reafons,.  as  the 
firft-fruits  of  their  ground.  Hereby  they  difclaimed 
the  fuperftition  of  the  heathen,  who  were  difmayed  at 
the  figns  of  heaven,  and  efteemed  fome  parcels  of  their 
time  ill-fated  or  unlucky.  As  every  creature  of  God 
is  good  ;  fo  no  time  is  evil,  being  fan&ified  by  the 
word  of  the  fame  God,  and  prayer.  If  the  firft-fruits 
be  holy,  fo  is  the  lump :  and  if  the  firft  day  of  every 
month  be  holy,  the  fubfequent  days  are  confccrated 
by  it. 

But  chiefly,  as  one  is  apt  to  look  for  fome  notices 
of  the  Mefliah  in  all  the  legal  ordinances,  might  not 
this  monthly  feftival,  and  efpecially  the  feaft  of  trum- 

B  b  pets 

a  Pfal,  cxxxvi,  8,  § . 
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pets  In  the  fe'venth  month  of  their  civil,  but  fird  of 
iheir  facred  year,  be  viev/ed  by  them  as  a  faint  fhad- 
ovv  of  the  future  renovation  of  all  things  by  Jdus 
Ohrid?  T.  hough  we  mud  not  be  bold  in  fixing  our 
own  conjeaufes  upon  the  Holy  Ghod,  as  his  unduubt* 
ed  meaning  there  feems,  however,  to  be  a  confides 
tie  likenefs  betwixt  the  blowing  of  the  trumpet  at  the 
new  moon,  :and  the  voice  both  of  the  gofpel  and  the 
archangel. 

Fird,  it  might  perhaps  be  a  figure  of  the  new  face 
the  church  fhould  wear  in  the  age  of  the  Mefiiah. 
In  other  places  the  univerfal  church  is  compared  to 
the  moon,  and  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  is  refem- 
bled  to  the  blowing  of  a  great  trumpet.  What  though 
We  fhould  confider  the  old  moon  as  an  emblem  of  the 
jewifh  economy,  which,  like  that  waning  orb,  decay* 
ed,  waxed  old,  and  vanifhed  away.  But  the  Chr.fc 
tian  difpenfation  may  be  compared  to  the  new  moon, 
which,  though  fmall  at  fird,  did  gradually  increafe, 
while  the  found  of  the  gofpel-trumpet,  the  voice  of 
our  great  High  Pried,  did  go  into  all  the  earth,  and 
hlsgwbSds  unto  the  end  of  the  world.  Who  knows 
but  the  believing  Jews  might,  by  this  fead,  exprefs 
their  faith  and  joy  in  that  happy  revolution,  which  the 
apoiUe  calls,  “  the  aboli/hing  in  his  fiefh  the  enmity, 
even  the  law  of  commandments,  contained  in  or¬ 
dinances,  to  make  in  hiriifelf,  of  twain,  one  new 

Or,  ladly,  may  we  not  difcem,  in  this  monthly 
fedival,  a  diadow  of  the  awful  tranfa&ions  in  the  great 
and  terrible  day  of  the  Lord  ;  which  fhall,  however, 
be  a  joyful  period  to  all  true  Ifraelites,  and  the  time 

the  reditution  of  all  things  ?  This  vifibJe  world 
i  A  f  1  itfelf 


Eph.  ii.  rj. 
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itfelf  may  be  refembled  to  a  waning  moon,  as  the 
fafhion  of  it  paffes  away.  But  as  the  new  moon  fuc- 
ceeded  the  old,  while  the  priefts  did  blow  with  their 
trumpets ;  fo  when  the  lait  trumpet  (hall  found,  the 
dead  fhall  be  raifed  incorruptible,  and  the  living  fhall 


be  changed  ;  this  corruptible  fhall  pv)  on  incorrup¬ 
tion,  and  this  mortal  fhall  put  on  immortality.  Then 
fhall  that  bleffed  ftate  commence*  when,  according  to 


the  fublime  prophet,  “  Thy  fun,  O  Zion,  (hall  be  no 
more  thy  light  by  day,  neither  for  brightnefs  fhall  the 
moon  give  light  unto  thee  :  but  the  Lord  fhall  be  un¬ 
to  thee  an  everlafting  light,  and  thy  God  thy  glory. 
Thy  fun  fhall  no  more  go  down,  neither  fhall  thy 
moon  withdraw  itfelf:  for  the  Lord  fhall  be  thine  ev¬ 
erlafting  light,  and  the  days  of  thy  mourning  fhall  be 


ended.”* 


Fifth l y — The  Me t  a  f  h  or  1  c  a  l  Pr iesthood  of 


x  all  Christians. 

the  Levitical  priefts  were  chiefly 


defigned  to  prefigure  the  great  High  Prieft,  as  has 
been  faid,  this  hinders  not  to  view  them  alfo  as  em¬ 
blems  of  all  the  faints,  who,  in  every  age*  are  caufed 
to  approach  unto  God,  that  they  may  dwell  in  the 
houfe  of  the  Lord  forever.  It  is  true  indeed,  the 
great  propitiatory  facrifice  is  already  offered,  never  to- 
be  repeated  again  ;;  and  we  cannot  fuflkiently  deteft 
that  facrilegious  ufurpation  of  the  Redeemer’s  glory* 
fey  the  pretended  priefts  of  the  Roman  church,  who,- 


without 


f  l£ulx.  19,  20* 
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without  any  the  lead  warrant  from  the  facred  oracles, 
give  out  to  tlteir  deluded  votaries,  that  they  offer  in 
the  mafs,  I  know  not  what  unbloody  facrifice,  for  the 
fins  of  the  living  and  the  dead,  O  impiety  l  O  ab- 
furdity^I  for  can  any  thing  be  more  wicked  and  fool- 
ifh,  than. to  na.j^.ne.thut  Jeius  Cnnd  nas  not,  by  his 
one  offering,  former)  perfected  all  them  that  are  fanc- 
tified,  but,  left  his  work  to  be  completed  by  a  wretch¬ 
ed,  mumbling,  mortal  prieft?  We  Chadian*  mud 
acknowledge,  that  all  priedhood.  in  the  drift  literal 
fenfd,  is  now  ceafed  in  Chrid  the  end  of  the  law. 
But  dill  there  is- a  metaphorical  priedhood,  which  the 
New  Teftament  aferibes,  not  to  the  o Sice- bearers  in  the 
Chridian  church,  but  to  all  Chridians  without  excep¬ 
tion.  It  wa3  the  promife  of  God  to  his  ancient  peo¬ 
ple,  that  “  they  fhould  be  unto  him  a  kingdom  of 
prieds  ;”a  and  the  phrafe  is  adopted  by  a  New  Tef¬ 
tament  apodle,  who  fays,  to  the  whole  body  of  the 
believers  to  whom  he  wrote,  “  Ye  are  a  royal  pried¬ 
hood.”5  It  was  foretold  by  the  holy  prophets,  that 
men  fhould  call  the  profeffors  of  the  true  religion, 
the  pr  ’tejls  oj  the  Par d>  and  the  win flers  of  our  God  ;c — 
that  the  Gentiles  fhould  be  taken  for  prieds  and  Te- 
vites; — that  the  prieftly  tribe  fhould  have  an  olf- 
Ipiing  numerous  as  the- hod  of  heaven,  and  the  fand 
of  the  fea  — that  in  every  place  which  the  riling  and 
Yetting  fun  furveys,  incenfe  and  a  pure  offering  fhould 
be  offered  to  the  true  God  Thefe  great  and  pre¬ 
cious  promifes  have  already  been,  and  dill  more  diall 
be  fulfilled.  The  company  of  the  redeemed  were 
ieen  by  John  in  vidort,  arrayed  in  white  robes,  the 
badges  of  their  priediy  character  ;  and  he  heard  their 
heavenly  fong  of  praife  to  that  loving  Saviour  that 

wafhed 

xlx.  6.  ,b  I  Pet.  ii.  9.  c  Ifa.  hi.  6. 
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wafted  them  from  their  fins  in  his  own  blood,  and 
hath  made  us  kings  and  priefts  unto  God.  Though 
the  analogy  of  the  legal  and  metaphorical  prieRhood 
may  not  perhaps  be  fo  ftriking  as  betwixt  Aaron  and 
Chrift  Jefus,  there  is  not  wanting  a  confiderable  re- 
iemblance. 

Were  the  Levitlcal  priefts  choftn  by  God,  and 
feparated  to  his  peculiar  fervice  ?  God  hath  chofer* 
the  faithful  from  the  reft  of  mankind,  and  fet  apart 
him  that  is  godly  for  himfelf.  Were  they  taken  in 
the  room  of  the  firft-born  of  all  the  tribes,  to  whom 
the  right  of  priefthood  feems  to  have  originally  belong, 
ed  ?  The  people  of  Chrift  are  the  general  aftembly 
and  church  of  the  firft-born,  as  all  God’s  children 
are.  Were  they  all  defended  from  Aaron  and  Levi?' 
(for  unlefs  they  could  prove  their  genealogy,  they 
were  put  from  the  priefthood  as  polluted.)  So  all  the 
flints  are  defendants  from  jefus  Chrift,  their  ever- 
Jafting  Father,  and  ought  to  afcertain  their  heavenly 
extra&ion  by  the  documents  of  a  holy  convention. 
They  were  wafted  with  water  at  their  confecration, 
and  were  always  to  ufe  the  great  luver  that  Rood  in 
the  entry  of  the  tabernacle,  when  they  miniRcred  in 
the  ian&uary.  This  puts  us  in  mind  of  the  wafting 
of  regeneration  that  all  Chriftians  partake  at  fir  ft,  and 
of  the  frequent  recourfe  to  the  fountain  of  Chrift’s 
blood  in  their  holy  fervice.  The  oil  that  anointed 
them  ilgnified  the  unction  of  the  Spirit,  which  the 
faithful  receive  from  the  Holy  One.  The  white  gar¬ 
ments  of  fine  linen,  are  an  emblem  of  the  right  eou£ 
nefs  of  the  faints.  They  were  not  allowed  a  (hare 
of  the  earthly  Canaan,  as  the  other  tribes;  for  the 
Lord  fpake  unto  Aaron,  “  Thou  (halt  have  no  i in¬ 
heritance  in  their  land,  nor  have  any  part  among 

them  j 
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them  ;  I  am  thy  part,  and  thine  inheritance.”3  Was 
not  this  a  lively  type  of  the  fuperior  privilege  of  his 
beloved,  who  are  delivered  from  tire  men  of  die 
world,  who  have  their  wretched  portion  in  this  tran- . 
fitory  life  .  But  the  Lord  is  their  portion,  and  there, 
fore  in  him  they  may  hope,  be  their  outward  date 
ever  fo  indigent.  The  ceremonial  purity  required  of 
them  that  bore  the  veffels  of  the  Lord,  denotes,  that- 
bohnels  becomes  the  hotife  of  the  Lord  forever,  and 
ail  who  worihip  in  his  temple. 

But  what  are  their  facrihces  ?  Let  an  apoftle  fpeak 

ithlsT:  rth% area  facr iflees,  acceptable  to  God 

by  Jefus  Chrift  ”»>  Perhaps  we  might  fay,  to  ufe  the 
legal  ftyle,  there  is  the  meat-offering  of  charitable  di£ 
tributions  ;  the  drink-offering  of  penitent  tears  ifTuing 
from  a  broken  contrite  heart ;  the  heave-offering  of 
prayer  and  elevated  defires  ;  the  peace-offering  of 
praife  and  thankfgiving  ;  and  the  whole  burnt-offering 
of  the  whole  man,  when  the  body  is  prefented  unto 
God  a  living  facnfke,  when  every  luff  is  mortified, 
and  the  very  life  furrendered  for  the  honour  of  God 
in  martyrdom,  which  fometimes  is  a  realonable  fervice. 

1  hefe  aie  the  faciifices  which  all  the  faints  fhould 
offer,  not  to  an  anatoned,  but  to  an  atoned  God. 

^  hey  themfelves  are  their  temples  ;  and,  befides,  they 
Have  accefs  by  faith  into  heaven,  the  holieft  of  all. 
Chrift  is  their  altar,  that  fanaifies  all  their  gifts.  His; 
Spirit  is  the  fire  that  inflames,  and  his  merit  is  the 
fait  that  powders  all  their  facrifices,  when  they  come 
with  acceptance  before  the  .prefence  of  Jehovah. 
a  Numb.  xvHi.  zo,  b  j  pet.  ii.  j.x 
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